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FROWNED UPON 
EXCHANGES 


With an expectation that 
picture talkers may be utilized 
for campaign purposes this 
coming fall, it is said that 


Fox's Movietone tested its miles an hour down the main i 
sound carrying power. Portends Important Changes || street, Tollinger threatened to 
cman Using a speaking record sing about him on the radio. ie : 


(talker) with the machine on 
the end of a truck in one of 
che side streets, two men 
walked from the rear during 
the talking, hearing it plainly 
as far as 660 feet away. 


10c, Yes; But 5c Is Too 
Cheap, Says N. Y. Film 
Board 


Social Summer Racket 
Sweet and Easy Job 


Social directors for summer ho- 
tels, notably in the Catskill moun- 
tains, promises to be a bigger rack- 


Repeated efforts of late for a 
number of smaller film circuits to 
launch a 5c. admission for their 
houses during certain hours of the 
day have failed through the refusal 
ef the New York Film Board to 
stand for the low cut. So far it has 
only stood for the 10c scale, with 
the exchanges connected with the 


Fil Board = standin together 
et than ever for actors with con- Jos. P. Kennedy made the pur- selves. 


tacts. 

It’s a sweet job for the warm 
months, according to those who 
have nabbed berths for themselves 
in former seasons. 

About $200 to $1,000 salary for 
the season, plus room, board and 


high-class treatment and plenty of 
side money for the smart boys who 
know how to play up to parents 
who want their kids spotted next 


It may eventually come where the 
nickel admish may be installed but 
that advent is expected to start 
something among the supplying in- 
terests. 

The New York Film Board has re- 
ceived any number of requests for 
the nickel slash, but has countered 
with strong arguments why such a 
thing is impractical and reactionary 
in the long run. 

Last week a circuit in New York 


thought a jitney tariff at several of ‘ nedy-Murdock reign full swayj|, membership fee of $1 monthly.| .. 
its film houses would attract busi- {to closing in the weekly amateur | yeanwhile to work out their plans. ‘The $1 fee noe the member nothing fliers are said to have given an op- : 
ness, but the Board shook its head shows, , ial ai fia Among the first moves contem- more than an opportunity to talk tion on their exhibition services j 
negatively The duties of a social director! pjated in the new era of K-A-O \with his or her fellow member. of |OVe? here. They will play fairs } 
are to keep the hotel guests from from the account is to be an at-. principally thereafter for a limited 


BANKERS 
PAY 


in Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
Merged Circuit — J. J. 
Murdock Understood to 
Assume Full Charge— 
Albee May Nominally Re- 


tain Presidency 


BIG TIME REVIVAL? 


E. F. Albee sold all of his stock in 
Keith-Aibee-Orpheum circuit yes- 
terday (Tuesday) for $4,500,000 
cash. 


chase, on behalf of himself, to- 
gether with a group of downtown 
bankers, and his associate in the 
deal, John J. Murdock. From re- 
ports Murdock will be the head of 
the entire circuit. 

All other important stockholders 
in the K-A-O circuit with the pos- 
sible exception of the Shuberts lent 
substantial support to the Kennedy- 
Murdock movement through agree- 
ing, it is reported, giving the Ken- 


Protecting Cops 


Des Moines, May 165. 

Council Bluffs, Iowa, motor- 
cycle cops are modest. When 
one halted John Wolfe and Ned 
Tollinger of Station KOIL be- 
cause they were driving 32 


When the radio boys were 
brought before the judge on 
the speeding charge he warned 
them against ridiculing the po- 
lice. Assured there would be 
no singing or mud-slinging the 
judge suspended $15 of a $25 
fine, 


ARTY NITE CLUB 


Dark Towers Is the title given by 
Mrs. A-'Lehig Walker, the colored 
woman who discovered a fortune in 
straightening out the kinks in col- 
ored knobs, to her Harlem home on 
West 136th street. It is now a nite 
club or gathering place for the “in- 
tellectuals,” mixed in color. 

The arty bunch in black and white 
meet in the Dark Towers often 
nightly, from accounts, with the 
place made more exclusive through 


either race, 


FLYING THREE 
TRY STAGE 
AND FAIRS 


Maybe 1 Wk. on B’way 
Again Upon Return 
from 2d Flight 


It is said that the three Bremen 
flers will make a _ personal ap- 
pearance in a Broadway picture 
theatre before returning home. The 
engagement is for a weck, either at 
the Capitol or Roxy. The report 
states the fliers will play on sharing 
terms with a guarantee for them- 


A present intention of Capt. Her- 
man Koehl, Baron Von Heuenfeld 
and Major James Fitzmaurice is to 
return to their respective homes in 
Germany and Ireland. Upon his re- 
turn, Major IVitzmaurice will be 
knighted, it is said. 

Following that ceremony another 
flight is contemplated by the fliers, 
to repeat their feat and the next 
time make it non-stop direct to New 
York. 

Successfully accomplishing it, the 


m. Weekly entertainments, at a hig ally salary 
100 NEW ROAD HOUSES. tempted revival of  two-a-day It is said that all of the members 
ances an Sn 7sne vaudeville in the Keith-Albee and|rather relish the idea of the easy he first Broadway appearance i 
that heading. Orpheum houses ote - > a date was set for May 1%th or 26th. 
with ouses,. mixing. Carl Van Vetchen, author] ,, 
I It's a pipe for vaude actors wit The most amazing portion of the| of “Nigger Heaven,” is reported a That is dependent upon the fliers’ 
of the social graces on top of NIBE I return from their present visiting 


story is that Kennedy raised the 


prominent member, 


their professional knowledge. The ], trip on this side. 
Chicago, May 15 actin ee cam work in the amount of $4,500,000 in cash from Mrs. Walker has another mansion, ' VEEN 
Now they are hieing themselves wife as hostess, but generally the (Continued on page 31) more like an estate, in Tarrytown. 


to the “sticks,” for set-ups, private 
dining rooms and their good times. 
Chicago night-life, sadly and per- 


hotels prefer a bachelor to give the 
women guests a thrill. 


Movietone Sales Talk 


It's in the centre of a social set of 
whites who were quite anxious to 
know all about it when Jearning 


Summer Free Pictures 
By Town’s Business Men 


manently ‘iminished by a flock of some years ago that a_ colored 

padlocks, is moving out into the Wild Sal At F C ti 
country. And Chicagoins, with| I aries OX VONVENTION | watker haa purchased the house 
their characteristic tenacity, are fol- ° eae and grounds, with the former set- Schoharie, N. Y., May 15. 
lowing. And $11 Nightly op ting far back from the street. 

Now that the night clubs have Los Angeles, May 15. Mrs. Walker's wealth is placed at Believing that motion pictures 
gone by the board, the roadhouse is ——— At the Fox studio a Movietone | $2,000,000 by some of her less fortu-|not only keep natives of the com- 
coming into its own. The boys who Castine agents are puzzled by subje t, 2,500 feet in length, is be- nate friends. She made it all by her] munity in good spirits but attract 
were already on the ground are|_. , eek . lane | 12S made for exhibition at the com- publicized method of kicking out trade from surrounding territory, a 
Seapine a. harvest. aad the County Earl Carroll's gargantuan plans pany’s annual distribution conven- ithe kinks. Her first nite club owner- sroup of Schoharie business men 

of Cook has already issued over 100| for his new “Vanities,” with price | ti a New York May 23. tie — nce ite at th bony will stage free film shows in the 
Jegates by th rin- |tan. There the colors also mixer 
roadhouses, own demands for super show girls | 4@!es¢tes by the directors and prin perm Pris Pie: Season will last from June until 

Not only will the county lay-outs , | Cipal players pale ta of the pro- freely but didn't spend much. The September 

be run on a wide-open basis, but the|4& S@laries up to $200 a week, | quctions in which they are working. | Madame shut the loser, moving Committees on advertising, soli 

county police have received orders| chorines at $100 up (including a about the same collection of high citing, trafic einlinaik saachiee ; 
: ing sione tet : 50 a week eac and lofty thinkers to the Walker] : 
to do no snooping. signed octet at $150 a week each), Cal pee : ; Walker) screen and operation have been ap- 

Anton J. Cermak, a broad-minded| not to mention W. C, Fields and Ruining the Ethics | town house. : pointed, 
gent who is president of the county] Beatrice Lillie, already set for the |__Many of the white members of the Schoharie is believed to be the 
board, has only two men assigned to} revue. | Dark Towers club live in Greenwich only community in ‘this section “of : 

the duty of keeping roadhouses Although Vincent Lopez is sup At the A vdemy of Music on the state adopting the free movie 
clear of vice und gambling, and in al posed to have been set for “Vani- 14th street the other afternoon, mae plan } | 
newspaper interview he makes it] ties,” Carroll is said to be flirting while the feature picture wags PROMPT REFUND Street dances will also be staged i | 
Perfectly clear that these two men|with Paul Whiteman’'s or: hestra, running, @ woman’s shrill voice Winnepeg, May 15. i ‘| , 
are to do no prohibiting. His turn-down by the Shuberts for suddenly rang out, exclaiming, When fire destroyed the projection ) ———————"——— — we + 

Chief Jimmy Devercaux, of the] Al Jolson is already known. Car- How dare you strike me in room of the Metropolitan, the au- ; 
county police, in the same inter-]| roll wanted to buy Jolson's services public? ; dience filed out, collected its refund 
view, relates that he has only 100|/from the Shuberts for the new One of Variety's girly re- and stood around while firemen 
men on the job. And, he says, “I] “Vanities,” which the producer} | porters in the theatre at the wielded hefty axe swings on the THE NAME YOU GO BY ‘ 
need them all for directing traffic] plans to make the climax of his time, turning in the item, operator’s room. WHEN ru GO TO 13 1p 

and suppressing major crimes. Tj career, added to it: a Danger of panie was averted an 
think it a lot more ‘mportant to Carroll is planning an $11 top for That's the spirit that’ show when Walter Davis iouse man- ; 

k I 1 man 
~eeP the highways safe than I do]the entire lower floor nightly and men they'll have to keep some ager, from an aisle, told the folks} § é ay 
to keep a thirsty public from get-1|$5.50 for the balcony, with a $159 things sacred to the home. what had happened and kept the | ieee x orn NY. 5580 PENN. | ' 
ting a cold drink.” or $290 premiere scale, band going. | 25.000 costumes 
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London as It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 


London, May 4. 

1 hope “Show Boat” will survive even the whole page apology published 
by Sir Alfred Butt in the “Daily Mail” on the day before its produc- 
tion, probably at an advertising cost of $4,000. I hope so. It would 
be a pity if all those negroes had been brought over for nothing. 

When we hear about the “great” music composed by “great” American 
composers, we should remember that the best tune in “Blue Eyes” is 
“Loch Lomond,” while the best tune in “Show Boat,” Kern’s other Lon- 
don production, is “Old Man River” which is merely “One More River to 
Jordan,” with an extra moan. 

Butt’s Whole Page Apology 

I cannot understand Sir Alfred’s apology for himself, published in the 
“Daily Mail.” “Show Boat” was not as bad as that. The advertisement 
had a dear little woodcut of Nel Gwynn, who used to sell oranges, I be- 
lieve, to Charles II or Mrs. Warley’s Waxworks; Sheridan, who, like Sir 
Alfred Butt, was famous as a Member of Parliament; Garrick, who 
acted like thunder and lightning, and Ned Kean, who is so little remem- 
bered at Drury Lane today that, when his name was mentioned at the 
board meeting which discussed, a few years ago, the production of “Ned 
Kean of Old Dury,” a director of Drury Lane asked, “Who is Ned Kean?” 

Garrick was not the only person, apparently, who acted like thunder 
and lightning at Drury Lane. Edith Day must have done it in “Show 
Boat” because, when the audience came out, it was thundering and 
lightning all over the place and all the taxicabs had gone home. 

Drury Lane’s Resurrection 

1 must frame Sir Alfred Butt’s whole page advertisement in the “Daily 
Mail.” It includes a diagram showing how, until Sir Alfred and Com- 
pany imported “Rose-Marie,” a someone, if the diagram is true to life, 
was crushed down by debt and woe and degradation, while the last three 
years of Drury Lane’s Americanization seem to be illustrated, in the 
same diagram, by a statute of Sir Alfred Butt shouting “Hurrah” to 
himself like billyho—or is it ballyhoo? 

According to the advertisement, “Show Boat” is the greatest spectacle 
ever presented on this classical stage. It is nothing of the kind, The 
World’s Fair scene at Chicago could have been done by Harry Day. 
Most of the scenes would have made Arthur Collins grin with self-satis- 
faction—at the thought, I mean, that he had not staged them. Today’s 
managers do not understand that, in very many ways, the theatre has 
gone back since a few men of culture or practical training died, or re- 
tired, or got out of it in disgust. 

Sir Alfred’s Regard for Tooting 

“Produced under the personal direction of Alfred Butt,” says the pro- 
gram. Hitherto, Sir Alfred has always been very modest about his 
knowledge of the stage. 

I would like to know exactly what he did in connection with this pro- 
duction. I know he is M. P. for Balham and Tooting. I therefore sug- 
gest the only thing he did was to see, when Cedric Hardwicke tooted a 
toy horn in the cabaret scene, that he did his tooting right. 

Silliest Show Since the Night Before 

Now, I do hope “Show Boat” is a success. It would be a pity if all 
those negroes had to go home. It would annoy Jake Shubert to think 
that his conquest of London was not complete. Besides, quite frankly, 
“Show Boat,” although it is the silliest story I have seen since “Who’s 
Who,” which was produced on the night before, is, after all, better 
than “The Desert Song” and much better than “Rose-Marie,” So it 
should not run as long as either of them. 

The Good Oid Daze 

Pat Malone, who is producing “Will o' the Whispers” with Clifford 
Whitley, had a shock, just before the curtain went up. He went round 
behind to complain. 

“I knew about lighting before you were born,” he said to Valentine, 
the stage manager. 

“I'am 50 years old, Mr. Malone,” replied Valentine. 
been in the days of gas jets.” 


Big Time in Palladium 


London, May 15. 

The Palladium has definitely given 
up the picture ghost and will re- 
vert to its big time vaude policy 
Sept. 3. 

House goes back to its old sched- 
ule of twice nightly performances 
with two matinees a week. 


“So it must have 


London Cast Show 


As Paris Revue 


London, May 15. 
Upon his arrival here early this 
week, Abe Lastfogel, of the William 
Morris office, will begin negotiations 
for the revue which is to go into 
the Ambassadeurs, Paris. Most of 
the principals will be recruited here, 
< headed by Sophie Tucker, and the 
° e show will play in a West End house 
Ted Lewis in Deauville prior to crossing the Channel. 
May 165. It is possible that Jack Yellen 
and Milton Ager will come over to 
write a couple of new songs for 
Miss Tucker. 


Paris, 
Ted Lewis has been booked for 
two months in Deauville through 
Arnaud Lartigue, starting early in 
August. He may play other French 
resort dates. 
Myrio, Desha and Barte have been 
placed by Albert Carson for the 
Empire, Paris, doubling the Parro- 


“Show Boat” Picks Up 


London, May 15. 
“Show Boat” has taken a sudden 
spurt and is practically playing to 
capacity at Drury Lane. 
Despite the trade influx, the the- 
atre bunch continue to predict a 
limited run. 


Among other dates for Americans 
fs that of Carl Randall and Peggy 
Cornell, for the Chateau Madrid 
restaurant in the Bois de Boulougne, 
starting in June. 


LONDON’S “DECK” CLOSING 
London, May 15. 
Clayton and Waller’s “Hit the 
Deck” will conclude its run at the 
Hippodrome June 2. This ends the 
Clayton and Waller affiliation at 
the Hipp, a house with which the 
firm has been identified for several 
years, 
Jack Buchanan's “That’s a Good 
Girl’ will open at this house June 5. 


J. J. SHUBERT IN LONDON 


London, May 16. 

J. J. Shubert was in town the past 
weekend holding daily conferences 
with William Gaunt, partner in the 
six Shubert local houses. 

Gaunt is desirous of selling his 
entire holdings, but J. J, refuses to 
consider the proposition. 


JOHN EMERSON’S THROAT 


London, May 15. 
Anita Loos left here Friday (May 
11) to join her husband, John Emer- 
s0n, who suddenly underwent an- 
other throat operation in Vienna. 


DASH’S ENGLISH CONTRACT 


London, May 16. 

Irwin Dash went aboard the 
“Mauretania” Saturday with a con- 
tract from Lawrence Wright which 
ealls for him to return from Amer- 
ica by the end of July. 

Contract is for a year with op- 
tions on both sides, 


“VARIETY” 


Paris Representative 


ED. G. KENDREW 


Miller’s New Show 
London, May 15. 


One of the many 1861 Baby 
Wampus Stars waiting at the Los 
Angeles depot for the recent arrival 


HARRY ROSE 


The Broadway Jester 

Still Paramountouring - 
Metropolitan, Los Angeles, next 
(April 19). 


; Chaplin a Knight? 


Toronto, May 15. 

The London correspondent of the 
Toronto “Star” says there is a pro- 
pasal on foot in the English capital 
to turn Charlie Chaplin into Sir 
Charles Chaplin. 

Around here they think it’s the 
bunk, but admit the Sir Charles 
sounds and looks pretty. 


York’s Theatre Sold 


London, May 15. 

Violet Melnotte, retired legit star, 
who has owned the Duke of York’s 
theatre for the past 30 years, has 
sold the house for approximately 
$500,000 to William Hutter, wealthy 
financier, who is also a director of 
the Pavilion. 

Miss Melnotte’s production of 
“Thunder in the Air’ closes in a 
fortnight, and the new proprietor 
has arranged for Archie Bebear to 
produce his revue entitled “Many 
Happy Returns” at this house. ~ 

It is the work Debear wrote for 
the Art Theatre club’s first anni- 
versary. 


Paris “Show Boat” 


Paris, May 165. 
Wynn has published his purpose 
to make a Paris production of 
“Show Boat” in the autumn. The 
piece will follow Sacha Guitry’s 
spectacular piece called “Lindberg” 
at the Chatelet. 

Another “Show Boat” item has to 
do with Paul Robeson, colored, who 
is in the London cast of the musical 
piece. He is listed for a Paris ap- 
pearance June 11 im concert with 
Lawrence Brown. 


Marvin Opens Well 


London, May 15. 

Among the vaudeville openings 
yesterday Johnny Marvin warbled 
through a quartet of numbers, with 
instrumental accompaniment, at the 
Coliseum which, with a few inter- 
spersed stories, necessitated an- 
other number before he closed. 

Marvin also opened at the Cafe 
de Paris last night, but Sophie 
Tucker’s nightly capacities at the 
Kit Cat are raising havoc with the 


other clubs in town. However, 
those present encored Marvin 
plenty. 


Orth and Codee Booked 


London, May 15. 

Henry Sherek, now in New York, 
has arranged for Orth and Codee 
to play English vaudeville with their 
unit. It will be a ‘’steenth return 
here for the team. 

Sherek has also booked Burns and 
Allen and the Three Sailors for 
this side. 


Copyright Bill Passed 


Washington, May 165. 
Senate has passed the bill in- 
creasing copyright fees 100 per cent., 
same going through without any 
discussion on the floor. 
Measure now goes to the Presi- 


Soph’s Plaintive Response 


approval. 
Here it is: 


Verse 
It may sound like a platitude 


For I am so glad to be here 


He wouldn’t have had to if I'd 
Still, cheer up you men, 

Well, anyway, I’m back again 

And treat your Sophie pretty; 


Chorus 


All these modern flappers 
They’re just whippersnappers, 
They can’t compare with me, 


And I’m the last of the red-hot 


London, May 6, 


In a recitative speech, Sophie Tucker responded to the welcome givey 
her on her return to the Kit-Cat restaurant. 
so replete with topical allusions the audience roared its pleasurabie 


This versified response wag 


Last of the Red-Hot Mamas 


But I must express my gratitude 
For the welcome that’s accorded me so clearly, 


And the way you've greeted me here 

I can only say I thank you most sincerely; 

It’s all my fault, and I did wrong 

In staying away from you so long, 

Look what’s happened while I was gone, 

How the boys on the flagships have been carrying on: 
Affairs in Egypt haven’t been so well, 

And look at the Rubber Market—all shot to hell 
And if I’d been here, I’m telling you 

I’d have put some pep into that Oxford crew, 

And look at the King of Afghanistan, 

What a predicament for a red-hot man! 

He brought his own wife to England—dear, oh, dear! 


been here; 


Sorry I missed Mr. Churchill's budget, gee 
He’d never have put a tax on petrol if he’d met me! 


Remember the more babies you have the less you pay 
And if I can help you at all, why ring me up any day; 


To educate the women and entertain the men, 
Sweet sugar-papas, cast me that lovin’ eye 
let me tell you why: 


‘Cause I’m the last of the red-hot mamas, 

They’ve all cooled down but me, 

Those red-hot flamin’ mamas that were once reputed 
For liquid-fire lovin’ that was undiluted, 


They pet and kiss and hug and don’t know what it’s all about. 
When I kiss men, they feel they’ve had their tonsils taken out 


mamas 


Gettin’ hotter, hotter all the time! 


CHEVALIER FOR GOLDWYN 


Thalberg Deal for French Character 
Player Close to Set 


Paris, May 165. 

Irving Thalberg, on behalf of Met- 
ro-Goldwyn-Mayer was in negotia- 
tion with Maurice Chevalier for pic- 
tures. 

Understanding here’ is that the 
deal is practically settled to take 
the French player to Hollywood to 
start on a three-year engagement, 
which may also involve playing in 
France. 


Glagolin Not Deported; 
Friends Go to His Aid 


Boris S. Glagolin, Russian actor 
and theatre-director who came to 
this country from Moscow about 
eight months ago, was surprised 
early in the morning by an immi- 
gration man who came to Glago- 
lin’s apartment, at 540 Manhattan 
avenue, New York, with a pair of 
handcuffs which needed no _ 
terpreter. 

Glagolin was placed under ar- 
rest, but not cuffed, the shackles 
being used as encouraging music in 
the hands of the guard, who later 
grew friendly enough to volunteer 
the information that the actor-di- 
rector’s arrest was ordered by the 
government on a suggestion of some 
of Glagolin’s “friend-compatriots.” 

The Russian was delivered to 
Ellis Island, and his deportation 
was ordered, the charge being that 
he had overstayed his six-month 
visa without having filed an ap- 
plication for a renewal. A day 
later he was freed on $500 bond un- 
til a further hearing, due to the in- 
tervention of Mrs. Norman Hap- 
good of the American Society for 
Cultural Relations with Russia and 
the representatives of the Fund for 
Aid to Russian Men of Letters and 
Sciences. 

Glagolin says that a few months 
ago he paid $50 to a lawyer who 
was supposed to securé an exten- 
sion, but it appears now that the 
agent did not even bother to file an 
application. 

Glagolin is considered one of the 
foremost theatrical men of Russia, 
on the par with Meierhold and 
Eisenstein. In New York he staged 
Lope de Vega’s “The Gardener's 
Dog” for Morris Schwartz and made 
other professional connections, 
which he says require his staying 
in America for another six months, 
after which he will return to Mos- 
cow. 


Truex’s New Title 


London, May 15. 
Ernest Truex's new show, due at 


LES REIS CANCELLED 


Florida Club, London, Alleges Mis=. 


representation 


London, May 16, 

Les Reis, who came over on a 
four weeks’ contract for the Florida 
Club, opened May 7, but was not 
allowed to continue the engagement 
as the managers, Gordon and Drume- 
mons, claim the act was misrepres 
sented. 

Proprietors state Reis was de~ 
scribed as a _ second whispering 
Jack Smith which Reis’ agents 
repudiate, maintaining that Reis 
was sold on his records, reputation 
and photographs. 

Inquiry at the Parlophone Re<- 
cording Co., agents for Okeh discs, 
elicited that Reis has made over 100 
records for Okeh, 24 of which have 
sold here to the number of 40,000. 
It is Parlophone’s intention to have 
Reis make a dozen records for 
them while he is on this side. 


WALLACE OVER IN AUG. 
London, May 15. 

Edgar Wallace goes to Canada 
with his family during August. This 
will be his first visit there. Wallace 
intends to return via New York to 
arrange for the production in Man- 
hattan of his play, “The Man Who 
Changed His Name.” Three Amer- 
ican producers are interested, Bill 


Brady, Gilbert Miller and Lester 
Bryant. 
SAILINGS 
June 6 (New York to Londony? 


Harry Carroll (DeGrasse). 

June 2 (London to New York) 
Robert Emmett Keane, Claire Whit- 
ney (Mauretania). 

May 26 (New York to London) 
Frank Orth and wife (Ann Codee) 
(Lapland). 

May 18. (New York to London) 
Mabel Sampson (Olympic). 

May 18 (New York to Rome) 
Alexander Woollcott (Biancamano). 

May 15 (New York to London) 
Hassard Short (Berengaria). 

May 14 (London to New York): 
Sam Eckman (Leviathan). 

May 12 (Iondon to New York 
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Dash, Joe and 
Bert Gilbert (Mauretania). 

May 12 (New York to Paris) 
Yvette Rugel, Charles Dillingham, 
Beatrice Little (Paris). 

May 12 (Paris to New York) Leo 
Morrison (Mauretania). 

Reported through Paul Tausi¢g & 
Son, 56. 7th Avenue, New York: 

May 12 (New York to London) 
Pally Sanders (Majestic), 

May 12 (New York to Paris) Mr. 
and Mrs. A. ‘L. Erlanger (Colum- 
bus). 

London) 


the Garrick Thursday (May 17), is 


dent for final action, the House 
having passed it earlier in the 
session. 


now entitled “Call Me Georges.” 


June 2 (New York to 
Nathanos Brothers (Paris). 
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this 


Miller is expected 
week to arrange for a new 


70 Rue d’Alesia, XIV 


production, 


here | 


mailed to any address. 
foreign newspapers, periodicals 


Ss. W. 1 Telephone Victoria 6600. 


Distributors for ‘Variety’ and the World’s Stage and Screen 
1 Green Street, 
and magazines, 


STORE Proprietors, R. 

Change, English, American 
Publications, All 
Leicester Square, London W. CG. 2. 
Librairie Continentale, 


é Willis & Co., Telephone Recent 5742, Always the 
mest Up-to-the-Minute Stock of American Publications, Bureau de 


and Continental Newsdealers. Special 


the world’s publications delivered or 


Subscriptions received for all home and 
ines C 37 Wilton 
Willis’ Newsagency, 130b Brompton Road, 8. W. 1, Telephone Sloane 2794. 


Road (Victoria Station), London, 


clain 
ness 
Office 
I'm t 
Th 
as sr 
talk 
knew 
by h 
me a 
that 
in Be 
told 1 
best 
word 
assis: 
front 
varlo 


Thi 
His 
told } 
Ville 
other 
to be 
Fran 
frienc 
{ stil 
done 
same 
makiy 
Rig 


| «= 
| 
N 
Sen 
di 
Dea 
Pu 
an 
wy 
drea 
at n 
Tt 
men 
tures 
Fo 
to t 
I've 
alon 
evil 
gent 
cont 
A 
me 
conv 
up, 
he p 
< 
he j 
it. 
an’ 
an’ 
your 
mule 
kali 
Sunc 
| day.’ 
I'v 
time 
to dc 
back 
| Unit 
Pres 
| | an’ 
out. 
| | | trail 
7 | rene 
me 
take 
like 
| \ IK 
| | | vers: 
I'v 
| | horse 
n’ 
| in’ ir 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| | | 
F 
| 
i 
t 


_ Wednesday May 16, 1928 


FOREIGN 


VARIETY 


MIX VAUDEVILLE 


+ 


Smartest and Frankest One 
He’s Met on Trip so Far, 
Ventriloquist’s Dummy— 
Thinks Cowboys Should 
Write Titles for Pictures 
—Discovers “Pro Rata” 
and Off’n Vaudeville for 
Life 


By Tom Mix 


(Variety’s Cub Reporter) 


Dear Variety: 

Punchin’ cows down in Okluhoma 
an’ ridin’ night herd, I used to 
wrap up in my slicker, sit in the 
saddle, watch the millin’ cattle an’ 
dream of the time when I'd connect 
up somehow with a day job—when 
at night there’d be nothin’ for me 
to do but to go to bed an’ sleep. 

That was the principal induce- 
ment that sot me workin’ in the pic- 
tures—no night ridin’. 

For quite a few years I’ve stuck 
to the movies an’ I'll admit that 
I've done fairly well an’ was gettin’ 
along pretty fine. Then came an 
evil moment when a smooth talkin’ 
gent inveigled me into a vaudeville 
contract. 

An’, in this connection, him an’ 
me is 'iable to have some serious 
conversation the next time we meet 
up, for I’ve discovered from the way 
he pictured a vaudevillian’s life that 
he just don’t know nothin’ about 
it. I'd like at this point to rear up 
an’ announce that draggin’ unruly 
an’ obstinate minded steers an’ 
young heifers from mud holes on 
rainy nights an’ skinnin’ a four 
mule team across a sunbaked, al- 
kali desert is like instructin’ a 
Sunday school class compared with 
a doin’ the “three” an’ “four-a- 
day.” 

I've sure been havin’ a hell of a 
time in veudeville. 

I’ve still got a few weeks more 
to do. The only way ever to get me 
back in vaudeville again is for the 
United States government and the 
President to declare war against me 
an’ make vaudeville the only way 
out. Even then, Tony an’ me know 
trails a leadin’ over the Mexican 
border concernin’ which a lot of the 
generals never heard an’ Tony an’ 
me would be hard to catch. We'd 
take the chance. 

Now that I'm on the subject, I’d 
like to throw in a little general con- 
versation about this vaudeville 
business. 

I've always enjoyed the reputation 
of never*havin’ been skinned in a 
horse trade as long as I did the trad- 
in’ in my own corral: likewise, they 
claim I never got bested in a busi- 
hess deal that came off in my own 
Office. But that was then. Now, 
I'm talkin’ about now. 

Through a mutual friend I met a 
§00d lookin’ gent with conversation 
aS smooth as a lightnin’ roc agent’s 
talk an’ manners that showed he 
knew every rule of Miss Post's book 
by heart. This gent appealed to 
meé an’ I liked him with the result 
that I invited him out to my house 
in Beverly Hills for dinner. I even 
told the butler to put on one of his 
best home-cooked meals an’ left 
word for the second an’ third deputy 
assistant door-slammers to see the 
‘ront hall was swept out an’ the 

‘arlor tidied up for the occasion. 
Frank Vincent Did It 


e 
This gentleman an’ his wife came. 


His name is Frank Vincent. I’m 
told he is well known in the vuude- 
Ville world. Him an’ me liked each 


cther from the start, an’ so as not 
to be misunderstood, I hope me an’ 
Frank Vincent keep on bein’ good 
friends to the end of the chapter. 
{ still like him, even after all he’s 
done tc me. But vaudeville is his 


same. Mine is punchin’ cows an’ 
makin’ western pictures. 

Right in my own home, a sittin’ 
at my 


own table an’ a eatin about 


the best dinner we ever put up, this 
bird throwed it into me. I give him 
credit. There’s no hard feelin’s be- 
tween us an’ I hope there never will 
be. This Vincent gent could sell 
John Ringling a contortion act 
off'n the “six-a-day” an’ make him 
think he was a gettin’ a feature 
turn bargain. 

Well, sir, the way Frank Vincent 
described the life of a vaudeville 
player to me was the most beau- 
tiful oration I ever heard with the 
single exception of Lincoln's Ad- 
dress at Gettysburg, which I once 
read in a book. Hearin’ him talk 
convinced me that I'd throwed away 
16 years in the pictures when I 
should have been baskin’ in popular 
acclaim a playin’ vaudeville dates. 


Forget the Money 


Vincent said I shouldn't consider 
the money end of it, but be bigger 
than that an’ be happy in the 
thought I was a bringin’ delight an’ 
entertainment to thousands of folks 
an’ dispellin’ gloom in the Orpheum 
an’ Keith theatres. He didn’t say 
exactly where the gloom was. At 
that time, never havin’ been over 
“the time,” I naturally supposed 
that it was the public that was 
sufferin’ from the gloom. 

Vincent said it was my plain duty 
as a public spirited an’ self-respect- 
in’ citizen to go out an’ play vaude- 
ville dates in Denver, Omaha, Kan- 
sas City, St. Louis, Chicago, Day- 
ton, Columbus, Cleveland, Boston 
an’ especially in the Hippodrome, 
New York, thereby a savin’ the citi- 
zens of the cities named an’ their 
families from passin’ away from 
melancholia an’ similar diseases, He 
pointed out to me so eloquently an’ 
so beautifully what my duty as an 
American was that I'd a felt like a 
horse thief if I hadn’t a signed the 
contract. 

If he told me once, he told me a 
dozen times I should consider the 
Spirit of the matter an’ not the 
meagre price which was all they 
could afford to pay for my services. 
After a listenin’ to Frank Vincent 
for an hour, I was ashamed that I 
hadn't gone out before an’ played 
a lot of vaudeville dates at a split 
week salary. 

The Truth 

I ain't seen Frank Vincent since 
this tour started, but I hope to 
catch up with him in New York, 
where him an’ me are likely to have 
a nice visit. What I'm a aimin’ to 
say will in no way interfere with 
his an’ my friendship. I want that 
te continue, but I'm a intendin’ to 
tell Frank Vincent the truth— 
they've been a deceivin’ of him— 
vaudeville ain't what he thinks it 


is—he'’s just plain been imposed 
upon. He thought he was a tellin’ 


me the truth in his alfurin’ 
tions, but he just didn't know. He’d 
been misinformed an’ his inform- 
ants have played a dirty trick upon 
hirn. 
too much a friend of mine for me to 
let a lot of vaudeville managers an’ 
players impose upon him. 

Anyway, I ups an’ signs tle con- 
tract to pluy 10 weeks. Among 
other things, there was to be flow- 
ers in my dressin’ room an’ flow- 
ers in my hotel an’ the only thing to 
compare with my trip from a floral 
viewpoint was the annual rose tour- 
nament in Pasadena. I might put 
in about here that the only flowers 
['ve seen thus far came from a one- 
armed soldier in St. Louis, who 
gave ‘em to me in the mornin’ an’ 
in the afternoon came around to the 
theatre and borrowed $4. 

After the contract was signed and 
the papers printed it, then came a 
flood of the smart boys an’ wise 
crackers, title writers, song writers, 
gag men, each an’ all of 'em offerin’ 
me a sample wise crack to show 
they could write up a vaudeville act 
for me that would, as they said, 
“knock ’em dead.” By the time all 
of ’em had eslied an’ showed they 
was Willin’ to sacrifice some of their 
valuable time an’ write me an act 
at the cut rate of $1,500 an‘ $2,500, 
I had enough wise cracks to fill out 
a three-act musical comedy an’ me 
only a goin’ to do 20 minutes. Sol 
saved up these unsolicited wise 
cracks an’ gags, an’ didn’t buy an 
act, which was about the smartest 
thing I’ve done thus far in con- 
necting with the tour. 

Gags Died 

openin’ in Denver I 
the niftiest wise 
smartest an’ best 


descrip- 


On 


sprung 
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abc suit 
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Frank is too nice a mar an’ 


Drama’s Sensationalism 
May Send It Over 


London, May 165. 

Of last week’s four West End 
openings, only a mystery play 
threatens to crash the elite circle 
of successes. This is “The House 
of the Arrow,” adapted from the 
novel of the same name, which 
came into the Vaudeville. 

It is an absorbing detective story, 
splendidly acted and only needing 
a little more speed to be sure of 
establishing itself. 

Sir Alfred Butt and Basil Dean's 
“Mud and Treacle,” starring Tal- 
lulah Bankhead, made its bow at 
the Globe_to a mixed reception. It 
is an unsatisfactory, talky play, 
well produced, but doomed to fail- 
ure. Benn W. Levy is author of 
this three-act work with the cast 
including Douglas Burbudge, Robert 
Harris, Lamont Dickson, Eric Ma- 
turin, Ursula Jeans, Mabel Terry 
Lewis and Ivor Barnard. 

A strong drama, whose sensation- 
alism may bring it temporary suc- 
cess, is “Four People” at Saint Mar- 
tin’s. Miles Malleson, writer of 
“Conflicts” and “Fanatics,” is the 
author of this piece, designed as a 
challenge to the moral conventions. 
The trouble is that it doesn't ring 
true because the characters are 
artificial. However, it’s daring on 
the box-office angle. 

Avery Hopwood's “Our Little 
Wife” impressed as just an old- 
fashioned farce permitting an ex- 
cellent cast to waste its efforts. it 
is an extremely doubtful entrant at 
the “Comedy, where it opened. 


Second Night Reviews 


London, May 15. 
St. John Ervine, of the “Sunday 
Observer” and regarded as Eng- 
land's. leading highbrow dramatic 


critic, leaves shortly to assume 4 
similar post on the New York 
“World.” 


It is understood that Ervine will 
inaugurate the innovation on Broad- 
way of reviewing plays on second 
night instead of premieres. 


KARSINO OPE OPEN AGAIN 


Herbert Cyril @nene Thames Island | 
Resort 20—Two Bands 


May 15. 

Karsino, an island summer resort 
on the Thames at Hampton Court, 
12 miles from London and originally 
opened by Fred Karno and named 
after him, has been taken over by 
Herbert Cyril. Latter will open his 
season May 20. Principal attrac- 
tion will be two Jack Hylton bands. 


Two summers ago the island was | 


sublet by Karno to Princes Hotel 
and Restaurant Company. This firm 
renamed it Palm Beach and ran a 
cabaret show, doubling Princes 
cabaret artists there on weekends. 

New management will call the 
place the Thames Riviera. Dick 
Preston will manage. 


Paul Arthur Dies Abroad. 


London, May 15. 

Paul Arthur, American actor, who 
came over here 82 years ago as a 
leading 
12) aged 69. 

Arthur was the bosom companion 
of Joe Coyne, who now becomes the 
senior American actor, for length of 
stay, in London. 


Guignol Program Dull 


London, May 
Grand Guignol’s program at, the 
Little last night (Monday) was 
rather listless, 


Impression here is that the public , 


has outgrown this form of enter- 
tuinment, due to famillarity wit! 
the modern thrillers. 


FRENCH MAKER FOR COAST 

Paris, May 15. 
Jaeques 
tion to set out for Hollywood as « 
step to studying the American pic- 
ture technique. He will be employed 
at the Metro-Goldwyn studio dur 


ing his stay In the film city. 


French picture | 
producer, has announced his intei- | 


Puris, May 15, 

Capacity business has ruled at 
the new Ambassadeurs show, staged 
by Edmund Sayag and employing 
the largest group of American play- 
ers ever assembled in a Parisian 
cast. The enterprise is said to have 
cost the producer $200,000. That 
includes reund transportation 
for all the Americans. It is cer- 
tainly the biggest floor show ever 
attempted in the French capital. 

Returns have justified the ex- 
pense for attendance at the theatre- 
restaurant has been capacity plus 
right along for the five nights from 
its May 10 premiere. 

Waring's Pennsylvanians are 
featured and did remarkably well. 
Among the others are Buster and 
John West, Evelyn Hoey, Ileanor 
Shaler, Muriel Harrison, Frances 
Gershwin, Joan Wardell, Morton 
Downey, Katheryn Ray, Three Ed- 
dies, Myrio, Desha and Barte, Broth- 
ers Pearson and 18 American girls. 

In the British contingent are Mary 
Leigh and Basil Howe. 

Bobby Connolly staged the pro- 
duction and Lee Morrison, both 
Americans, acted as his assistant. 
Cole Porter supplied the book and 
the original score. 


Other New Productions 

“Le Renard Bleu” (“The Blue 
fox"), produced at the Potiniere by 
Arquilliere, turned out to be an 
amusing three-act comedy with 
cast headed by Arquilliere. Cecile, 
the young wife of a middle-aged 
scientist, deceives her preoccupied 
husband, engaging in an affair with 
a young dancer because her hus- 
band’s young friend Jean is indif- 
ferent to her. The professor finds 
her out and wins a divorce decree. 
He marries a discreet maiden who 
turns out to be a shrew and a 
tyrant. Cecile tells Jean she en- 
couraged the dancer only because 
she wanted to excite Jean’s jealousy, 
whereupon the young pair wed. The 
title refers to Ceril’s visit to a 
furrier as a mask to her intrigues. 

Also in the cast are Pierre Mag- 
nier, Georges Colin, Eve Francis 
and Germaine Auger. Piece is by 


| Ferenc Herzec, Hungarian author, 
“Sarati le Terrible” 
| 

Sarati the Teerrible,” operetta 
| ased upon the novel of the same 
jname which was made into a film 


four years ago, is only fairly good 
at the Opera Comique. Story has 
the locale of Algiers. Everybody 
stands in terror of Sarati who runs 


| 
| 
| 


$1,000 Worth of Talk 


Los Angeles, May 15. 


Mickey Neilan called his’ wife, 
| Glanche Sweet, in London on the 
| shane Saturday night, with the 
conversation lasting about a half 
hour. Charges were $1,005. 

This is said to be the highest- 
priced trans-Atluntic confab to date 
ion the Coast without the aid of 4 
l press agent 


man, dled Saturday (May | 


Names at Alhambra 


London, May 15. 
Alhambra (vaudeville) has some- 
ithing of a sensational bill this week 
| with Sophie Tucker, Lily Morris 
ind Gracie Fields listed. 
ij Show is particularly unusual, as 
| women singles have been scarce 


over he 


re in recent years 


| $4,000 SEA CONCERT 


Paris, May 15. 
| The statement is credited to 
'\Waring’s Pennsylvanians, featured 
lin the new revue at the Ambas- 
sadeurs, that the ship’s concert on 
the “Isie de France” coming over 
netted $4,000 for the seamen’s fund 

record for deen sea takings 
FIVE-DAY PLAY 

London, Muy 15. 
Avery Hopwood s Our Little | 
Wife’ closed Saturday after five 

tights. 


Sayag's $700,000 Paris Revue: 
Many Americans in It; Capacity Biz 


| 


— 


a dingy hotel, because ot his 
tality and his enermous stature. 
except his niece, Rose, whom 
giant secretly adores Rose 
in love with Gilbert, fuiritive 
erat, who is employed 
heaver on the docks. 
given him shelter, anticipating a 
reward from his rich family. In 
the end Gilbert and Rose elope, leav- 
ing Sarati to die of love lorn grief. 

Julien Laffort plays the lead and 
Micheletti cast as Gilbert and Mme. 
Gauley as Rose. Score is the first 
work of Francis Bousquet; Georges 
Ricou is producer and Albert Wolf 
presides as conductor, 

Call of the Heart 

“Cris des Coeurs,” starting Gaston 
jaty’s management of the Theatre 
de l'Avenue, makes a poor showing. 
J. V. Pellerin's piece is a psycho- 
logical study of love, signifying 
that it is better to love with the 
heart than with the head, a not 
very fascinating theme. Author 
shows four examples of romantic 
matings, and in the end tries to 
point out that the pair whose af- 
fection proved most enduring was 
that couple whose mutual sym- 
pathy is based on memories of a 
dead child. The point seems to be 
that the happiest marriage is that 
Which has its roots in a common 
grief, In the cast are Hubert 
Prelier, Legoff, Derlier, Mmes. 
Jamois, Jeanne Perez and Suzanne 
Demars. 

Girl and Waiter 


“La Fille et le Garcon,” by Andre 
Birabeau and Georges Dolley, suc- 
ceeds the operetta “Yes” at the 
Theatre des Varietes, opening last 
Saturday, to popular acclaim. 


Victor, now a hotel major domo, 
recognizes in a fashionablé demi- 
mondaine, who patronizes the hotel, 
the wife who had abandoned him 
years before, when she eloped with 
another man. The woman suggests 
to him that he bring suit for di- 
vorce, her plan being to marry a 
nobleman who then is her protector. 

Victor, who thinks he still loves 
his former wife, refuses, anticipat- 
ing a reconciliation. He arranges a 
meetings at night in her apartment 
hoping to win her back. But at 
the lust minute the woman decides 
that she prefers her life of luxury 
and ease and goes back to her rich 
companion. 

Jane Renouardt wlio the 
of the half world, Andre 
waiter-husband and 
nobleman. VPauley is 
comedy role. 


bru- 
Ali 
the 
falls 
uristo- 
as a coal 
Sarati has 


Woman 
Lafaur the 
Satunin the 
cast in a 


(7 >) 
Pictures ....... 4-29 
Picture Reviews 123 
Film House Reviews..... 38 
VAUGCVING 
Times SQURTE 4% 
15 
Women’s Page i4 
Legitimate .... A7-5) 
56 
Correspondence 
Inside—Pictures ......... 45 

Of 
Inside@—V aude 15 
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PICTURES 


Wednesfay, May 16, 1928 


|Moss Empires Tie-Up With Denm 
eo ritish Film Field res il li penman 
' Takes in G-B and Maybe 214 Houses 
By Frank Tilley COMM. MAKES OFFICIAL 7 
Sir Walter Gibbons and Viscount |and leaves a wife and young baby. —— umania S ensoring R. H. Gitlespie, head of Moss ism. 
vnd. S'walte r Pesigns. Gets . pires, joins the board of th De 
offer $5, nn per annum to “act in What's Happening to Whitehall Asks Enforcement Against Ruins Films and Pa ers man picture house ns once pe 
advisory pacity” to the com- 
@n sdvisoi capacity Whitehall Films Company was Block Booking—Brookhart Col. Bromhead, leader of the Den- 


pains. Refuses it. No piking for 
Waiter. 

Then Gaumont-British is about to 
buy the <seneral Theatres’ 56 houses. 
Lewdown th® Ostrers can’t find 
fulticient money. So there's to bea 
working arrangement by which 
Gaumont-British manages the Gen- 
eral houses, while Szarvasy retains 
financial control. 

Next day there’s nothing 
Gaumont-British want too big an 
end, and General doesn't come to 
terminus. So that’s postponed sine die, 
which means they don’t sign. 

Kirst day of the week it’s an- 
nounced Gainsborough Pietures will 
ficat on May 3a public company for 
$1.319.000, with Reginald C. and 
brother Colonel A. C. Bromhead, of 
Giaumonts; Charles M. Woolf, of W. 
& FF. Company; Simon Rowson, of 
Ideal Films Company, and Michael 
Baleom, of Gainsborough Pictures 
Company, on the board. Comes 
Thnesday and it’s all off. Directors 
have disacvreed as to cut-up and the 
fletation ‘s cold, at any rate for a 
week. 


to it. 


On the French 

Top of that, everybody's asking: 
will Hays’ Seems he won't. Why 
should he? <All France necds to 
earry out her threatened film project 
is 187,500,000 franes. ‘That's all. 
Needs to sell 10 French tilms in 
America to cover her imports of 
American pictures if the law passes. 
Fisure they cost $50,000 apiece. Fig- 
ure again there’d need to be 15 
made to provide the 10 sellable to 
America. That's $7,500,000 for pro- 
duction . and that’s 187,500,000 
francs. Maybe the. French banks 
would supply it? Huhu and haha. 
Why send Hays over anyway. Will 
just fix itself if it’s. let ride. 


Labor Permits 

There has been a little 
effervescciice going on about 
insporting of foreign, and 
American, seenarists, title writers, 
and technicians. One or two have 
turned back at Southampton 
and a few others have been tipped 
off by the authorities not to look 
fev work as they have come in with- 
@ut a labor permit. 
There has been a fairly large in- 


inside 
the 
mainly 


fi of the smaller time film folk 
from Hollywood, just making the 
trip here te look around. If they 
huppen to -connect, they can't get 


round the fact they have come in 
without a labor permit by slipping 
ever to Puris or Berlin, then the or- 
finization wanting to employ them 
applies to the Ministry of Labor for 


a permit on which the individual 
eon come in from the Continent 
ard start on the payroll. 

ieques D'Auray, who is said to 
h thrown down a contract with 
Jirst National to come here with 
Sidney Olcott as technical manager | 
on Olcott's unit with British Lion 
pany, had"a permit from Feb. 1 
to May 1 Quite,a while before it 
« ived things blew up between O1- | 
ind British Lion, and D’Auray 
t i job with British Filmeraft on 
months’ contract. 

Going to Berlin on the prelim- |] 
fneries of “The Burgomaster of 
lemende.” D’Auray was stopped 
at the port on returning to England 


and told he would have to get ready 
to leave, as his permit expired May 
1, When he told how he had gotten 


anew contract for a longer period 
of work, he was informed by the 
officer British Filmeraft 


must apply for a fresh labor permit 
for him 


the first of the post-quota bill flota- 
tions here, and has—or had— 
Charles Lapworth, formerly with 
Goldwyn here and at Culver City. 
and N. G. Pogson, who came from 
the Far East, as joint managers. 
Director of productions is Adelqui 
Millar, Chilean, who played in “The 
Moon of Israel,” directed by Michael 
Cortiz, though the prospectus said 
Millar made the film, 

Since it got Its money from the 
public, the company has begun to 
build a studio at Elstree, and Mil- 
lar has made a couple of films in 
Spain and France, with neither 
shown, ‘There was a project to send 
a unit to China to make “Marco 
Polo,” and there was some idea of 
vetting Anna May Wong to play. 
That's out; so, it appears, is Pog- 
son, 

Lapworth is continually reported 
out, but says he isn’t. Meantime the 
managers of the company are in a 
jam with the board of directors. 
Suggested few of the prospectus es- 
timates have been reached: noth- 
ing has yet been done with “Joan of 
Are” and other foreign pictures 
bought immediately the company 
was floated. and costs on the films 
so far made have been well above 
estimates. 

Nobody in the company will ad- 
mit or deny anything, but these 


cuesses are probably at least as 
good as the prospectus estimates 
were. 


How’s Business 

Paramount's two houses, Carlton, 
with “Wings,” and the Plaza, with 
“Speedy,” are keeping up well, the 
former at capacity and the latter 
round 90 per cent. Universal’s 
house, Rialto, has taken a flop with 
“Her Love Cottage,” and the Capi- 
tol, Jacqueline Logan in “The Leop- 
ard Lady” as first feature, is not 
doing too well... 

Madame Tussauds’ cinema, show- 
ing “Private Life of Helen of Troy” 
and “Captain Salvation,” is filling 
the cheaper parts, with the $1.25 
seats near to empty even on Sat- 
urdav night. Emil Jannings’ “Way 
of All Flesh” drawing capacity from 
5 o’clock on at the Kingsway Stoll, 
but the Tivoli not doing particularly 
well with “Mr. Wu” and “Baby 
Mine.” Palladium flatter than ever. 
despite two feature pictures and 
two acts, and not likely to hold out 
much longer as a picture house. 

Personal 

Sir Frederick White has resigned 
from the film advisory of the board 
of trade under the quota bill, and 
has been replaced by Sir Lawrence 
N. Guillemard, 

Swansea (Wales) Watch Commit- 
tee has prohibited standing in pic- 
ture houses except in promenades 
at the back of the house, and then 


only on specific permits from the 
committee. Otherwise, up before 
| Hizzoner, 

British Filmcraft is to make two 


features this fall for Paramount, 
not as quota pictures, but for Amer- 
ican release. Subjects not chosen 
Tim Whelan, now directing Mon- 
ty Banks here in “Adam’s Apple,” 
is to direct “When Knichts Were 
Rola” tor the Wileox companys 
“British and Dominion Films. 
Castleton Knicht, general mana- 
cer of the Capitol and in charge of 
presentation at the Palladium. 
comes to the end of his contract in 
June. He is going out of the the- 
atre end into picture production. 


Arthur W. Northam, formerly 
publicity director for European 
(Tniversal) and later editor of 


“Cinema,” has gone into the pub- 
licity department of General Mo- 
tors, 


No Policy Change 
Things are now getting straicht- 
ened out with the General Theatres 
Corporation. None of the houses 
now plaving vaude or burlesque is 


Then, q week later, he is stopped 
agiin coming in from the Continent 
because nothing has been done, his 
passport is detained, and he is*told 
to report to the labor authorities. 
They treat him nice and he gets an 
extension to Oct. 1, whieh lets him 
out on his months’ eontract with 
British Filmeraft. 

biitt . . it is intimated to him | 
Peiiish producing companies are] 
ducking too much on the part of the | 
quota bill which ecails for the bulk} 
of the money paid for services and | 


Ja r soing to British subjects, that} 
the authorities are wise to it and are | 
going to stop it, and that as he and} 


a number of others have got permits 
to come in and work in an instrue- 
tional capacity the British produe- 
ing companies have got to emplos 
them thit way and replaee them at} 
the end of their eontracts by Brit- | 
ish people who have been trained by 
them. 

Its worth while considering, if 
you are getting ready to leave Cali- | 
fornia’s sunshine and ora es, fiz- | 
uring you can cash in on the film! 
producing boom here, tirst there isn’t 
one so big you'd notice it: secend., | 
they don’t pay that sort of money 


to go over to pictures, and the Pal- 
ladium will revert to shows in Au- 
cust. 

George Black fs managing the 
show end of the corporation's af- 
fairs, with Harold Lipson taking 
eare of the picture side. Val Par- 
nell, who booked for the L. T. V. 
company before the sale to General 
Theatres, is booking acts for the 
present company. 

Stock Quotations 

British Instructional—-Com,, $3.50; 
def., $2.50 

British Filmeraft-—Def.. $1.25. 

British Lion—Com., $2.50; def., 


British & Dominions — Pref. ord, 
1 $4; def., $1. 


British International — Com... $2.50; 
pref., $4.25 
Pro Patria- Com., $2.25. 
United Picture Theatres 


bord., $5.25 


ere, and thirdly, it’s probably bet- 
te live on and |,.Whitehall Films-—Pref.,, de*., 
than on fog and lemons. | Wate: Prot. $4: 
40e., 
D. J. Levy Dies Gaumont-British—Com., $8: pref., 
D. J. Levy, studio manager for | $4.80. 
Stoll l’icture Productions at Crickle- New Era—Def., $1.25; com., $4.50 


Now After Chain Stores 


Washington, May 16. 

Federal Trade Commission an- 
nounced officially yesterday (Mon- 
day) that it will ask the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals to enforce its 
order against Paramount on block 
booking. 

Actual filing cannot take place 
under two weeks, as the bulky case, 
it was stated at the commission, is 
not yet in readiness for the court 
move. 

Following his delve into the pic- 
ture industry, Senator Smith W. 
Brookhart has succeeded in getting 
a resolution agreed to by the Sen- 
ate calling for investigation, by the 


Federal Trade Commission, of all 
chain’ stores, particularly those 


owned by manufacturers. 

Senator Brookhart points out that 
from 1921 to 1927 the percentage of 
retail] sales in chain stores increased 
from four per cent to 16 per cent. 
of 211 retail sales. 


Burr’s “Girl Friend” 
With Sound for Hines 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Cc. C. Burr has purchased the mu- 
sic and screen rights to “The Girl 
Friend” from Paramount. Latter 
firm had originally purchased the 
rights from Eddie Cantor. 

Burr will use the story and mu- 
sic as Johnny Hines’ next, to be 
made with one of the sound de- 
vices. No releasing arrangement 
has been made for this picture, 
since Hines’ contract with First 
National expires with his present 
film, “Big Business.” 


Weather Forecast 


Washington, May 15. 
Weather bureau when questioned, 
issued the following outlook for the 
eountry east of the Mississippi for 
the week beginning tomorrow (16): 
Much cloudiness and_ occasional 
showers next three or four days, 
Showers will not likely begin in 
Atlantic States until Wednesday 
i night or Thursday (17). Tempera- 
| ture mostly moderate and showers 
likely to end by Sunday (20). 


“Birth of Nation” May Be 
Reissued With Sound 


A report is about that Harry 
Aitken, controller of “The Birth of 
a Nation” film, the D. W. Griffith 
famous $2 road-show picture of 
}some years ago, is considering th 
reissue of the super, with sound ef- 
fects added. 

Through special devices now em- 
ployed in sound and sight film mak- 
ing, it would not be difficult to place 
the sound effects through the over- 
lay process for the many portions of 
the “Birth” picture where the sound 
would add to the sight value. 

Reissued at this date, “Birth” 
would be virtually new to many 
millions of the younger Americans 


Gribbon-Stone Team 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
Tiffany-Stahl is the latest to offer 
a two-man comedy team in fea- 
tures. They have matched Eddi 
Gribbon and Georgie Stone for 
laughing purposes, 
“Squads Right,’ the first 
goes into production in June. 


one 


Newman and ‘Columbia 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Frank Newman, former Kansas 
City and Los Angeles picture ex- 
hibitor, is understood to have in- 
vested $250,000 in Columbia Pictures 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. distribution 
in France, has started back for New 
York, there to assume a higher exec- 


promoted, 


j here. 


Washington, May 15. 


New censoring commission of Ru- 
mania under the Minister of Fine 
Arts is rejecting so many films that 
indications point to the closing 
down, or liquidating, of all picture 
enterprises, including all of the 
branches of producing, distribution 
and exhibition, according to official 
word reaching here. 

There is not one distributor in the 
country which has not had at least 
three or more films stopped com- 
pletely by the new censoring bureau 
recently. It is'reported deletion is 
so drastic on the few permitted to 
go through that the pictures become 
quite unintelligible. Even after ap- 
proved several tnstances of recalling 
a film for further cuts has taken 
place. 

This same bureau is also censor- 
ing newspapers, The “Cuvantul,” 
Rumanian daily, was recently pro- 
hibited publication and has only re- 
sumed, but with many cuts. Liberty 
of the press has been entirely abol- 
ished for some time. 

In the letter it is stated that “the 
Rumanian’s censorship terror means 
commercial death for many mem- 
bers of the film trade, as foreign 
firms never take back a film once 
sold because of censorship difficul- 
ties. That a censored film can still 
be. prohibited during its showing 


body knowing the situation in the 
country. 

“The State has created new posts 
and instituted new officials; among 
these, also new censors whose sal- 
ary is very iow, as is the case of 
all Rumanian functionaries. To 
avoid starvation, they are com- 
pelled to take recourse to a vexa- 
tion regime, meaning incidental] in- 
come, which makes matters even 
| Worse than it was previously in 
; Russia. Terror and corruption are 
the leading motives of the Ruma- 
nian censor bureau. This is the 
only way to explain the tragic situ- 
tion there, it is stated. S) 


Gaumont British and M-G-M 


London, May 15. 
Gaumont British is expected to 
make its quota films for Metro- 
Goldwyn- Mayer, now that the latter 
organization has sold back its stock 


in the Standard Film Company, 
which holds a large part Of the 


Provincial Cinematograph issue. 
Sam Eckman, local head of M-G- 
M, sailed on the “Leviathan” yes- 
terday to confer with New York 
executives on the quota plans. 


Gibbons’ Reply on 


Resignation Comment 
London, May-15. 

Regarding the resignation of Sir 
Walter Gibbons from the Generai 
Theatres Corp., Viscount Chetwynd, 
chairman of that company, states 
that Gibbons did not resign volun- 
tarily but had pressure brought by 
the unanimous opinion of the board 
that his resignation should be re- 
quested, 

Chetwynd _ stated, Walter 
failed to show the capacity for 
bringing about wholehearted team- 
work.” 

In reply Sir Walter’ offered: 
“They are a lot of amateurs, don't 


“Sir 


know their jobs and it is a great 
joy to dissociate myself from 
them,” 


French War Film, “Sons 


Of France,” Doing Well 


Paris, May 6. 
French producers have launched 


leapacity. 


jund was directed by A. Duges and 


and has become business manager | 
of the studio. | 
LAWRENCE PROMOTED 
Paris, May 15 
J. H. Lawrence, in charge ot 


A. 
| Toe 


their film of the World War, called 
“Sons of France,” and with success 
so far. Paramount Theatre, where 
it is showing, has been playing to 


tilm is presented by Jacques Haik 


Nyder with the collaboration of 
Hamman. This “life of a 
French family during the years of 


utive position to which he has been | 1914 to 1918” concerns itself with 


the fuithful reproduction of the cle- 


Allen Byre steps into the vacancy | mental drama of those days. There 
| is a minimum of love story, or plot. 


will only be ynderstood by some-. 


man company, goes on the board of 
Moss Empires, 

The tie-up’ probably means that 
Ganmont British will take care of 
the film product in the Moss thea- 


tres and Moss will handle the 
vaudeville acts for the Denman 
theatres. 

Rumors on the stock exchange 


are that there is to be some trad- 
ing of stock between Gaumont Bri- 
tish and General Theatres Corp, 
Stock of Gaumont British rose 70 
cents and that of the latter concern 
$10. Gaumont stock has a par of $5 
and that of General Theatres $500 
par. 

Plus the interchange of bourd ex- 
ecutives between Moss Lmpires and 
yaumont, and affiliation with Gen- 
eral would combine a total of 214 
theatres. 


European Distribution 
By B. I. and Olargui 


London, May 15. 

British International completed its 
distribution affiliations for the whole 
of Europe this week by closing a 
deal with Olargui of Madrid, Spain, 

John Maxwell, head of Britizh In- 
ternational, is now in New York 
seeking a distribution hook-up for 
the Stutes. He already his South 
and Central America, 


“Moulin Rouge” Rated 
As Foreign Picture 


London, Ainy 15. 

E. A. Dupont’s “Moulin Rouge” 
has not been accepted by the Board 
of Trade as a Britis qucta pice 
ture because less than 75 per cent 
of its saiaries was paid to fritish 
subjects. 

Picture, claimed to luve cost 
$450,000, now rates as a foreign film. 
As a result Dupont’s next produce 
tion, “Piccadilly,” is being held 
down on cost and more nitive sale 
aries allotted, This includes Are 
nold Bennett as the story writer, 
although the yarn was. originally 
claimed to have been done by Due 
pont. 


Is Canada Going 
Quota Bill, Too? 


Washington, May 

¥. C. Budgley, director of the Ca- 
nadian Government Motion Picture 
Bureau at Ottawa, is to visit Eng- 


+7 
dade 


land, says a report reaching here, 
to study the British film industry 


and to discuss ways and means for 
the development of Empire films, 

Conjecture has been «expressed 
here in Washington as to future 
developments incident to tis visit, 
with the question asked if Canada 
is to fall into line with some sort 
of a quota law, as has England and 
Australia. 


Gale-Lyons’ House Chain; 
Have 20 or 30 Theatres 


London, May 15. 
Inside information says A. J. 
Gale and E. E. Lyons, on the board 
of Denman Picture Houses, and F. 
E. Adams, at one time man:uging di- 
rector of Provineial Cinematograph 
Theatres, are buying quietly with 
the object of making up another 
new circuit. 
It is said they already 
tween 20 and 30 houses. 


have bee 


Warners Report Denied 


Washington, May 15. 
Report circulated in Europe that 
Warner Bros. hgd@ aequired the mas 
jerity of stock in National Film A. 
G., as printed in the German papers, 
has brought forth a denial, says 
George Canty; Paris, in a statement 

to the Department of Conimmerce 
Denial issued has it that Perline? 


for Handel and CGrundbesitZ 
and Mr. Seyffert are in control. 
General meeting of the film come 


pany was held April 21, with a prose 
posed dividend of 6 per cent. une 
nounced. Annual statement, at time 
of report from Canty, had net yet 
been issued. 
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FILM TRADE GOES TALKER 


Standardized Equipment 
For Vitaphone, Movietone and 


Photophone Talking Films 


The technical departments of the 
movie talkers are standardizing the 
apparatus for the ready inter- 
change of one another’s subjects for 
universal exhibition, resulting in 
R. C. A. Photophone being capable 
of performance on Vitaphone and 
Movietone apparatus, and_ vice 
versa. 

The Vitaphone, which differs from 
the Fox-Case Movietone as well as 
Photophone, in that the sound is 
electrically recorded on and re- 
produced from phonograph disks, is 
building its apparatus to accom- 
modate the film sound tracks in- 
stead of the wax disks. 

Vitaphone machines for celluloid 
gound reproduction, as an acces- 
gory to the wax records, are being 
built by the Western Electric Co., 
through the Electrical Research 
Products, at the rate of 20 a month. 

Photophone hopes to have its 
apparatus on exhibition in a Broad- 
way picture house by July 1 and 
estates, through Elmer E. Bucher, 
vice-president and general man- 
ager in charge of sales of the R. 
Cc. A. Photophone, that in 1929 there 
will be at least 4,000 movie houses 
wired for Photophone. Should the 
exhibitor demand for the Photo- 
phone machines be greater, Bucher 
adds that production facilities and 
a system of accelerating production 
schedule, should make possible al- 
most immediate delivery. 

For this reason, to forestall hitch- 
es, no contracts for machines are 
being executed until there is a suf- 
ficient number of machines avail- 
able for delivery to meet the early 
demands. Hence, the deference of 
such contracts until June-July. 

Bucher quotes Photophone appa- 
ratus figures ranging from $4,000 up 
to $15,000, the smallest price being 
for school auditoriums only neces- 
sitating a single projector device 
installation. 


Capacities and Costs 


The most popular machine may 
be the one designed for 1,000-seat 
capacities to cost $6,500 to $7,000. 
A 2,000-seat house will require an 
expenditure of $9,000, and the mam- 
moth auditoriums like the Roxy will 
require the most elaborate machine, 
@ $15,000 apparatus. 

Western Electric’s (Movietone, 
most popular machine 
costs $13,000, for the moderate sized 
theatre ranging up to $23,000. The 
film attachment on the Vitaphone 
machines to play Movietone and 
other filmed sound waves costs ad- 
ditional. 

Photophone’s affiliation with FBO 
may result in that company doing 
the bulk of the talking film produc- 
tion, although Bucher states any 
company can produce for Photo- 
Phone on a royalty arrangement per 
subject. 

Exhibitors, unless they know 
from whence will come the source 
of film supply, are still chary of the 
talkers and the quality of the sub- 
jects that may be available. 

Interchangeable 


The standardization of the ap- 
Pparatus through sub-licenses from 
Western Electric and General Elec- 
tric, to make the subjects inter- 
changeable, will do much to ease 
exhibitors’ concern in the matter. 
Having the pick of the field, there 
is bound to be a satisfactory fund 
of movie talker subjects. 

Fox's Movietone news reel, it ap- 
pears, will be the first to benefit 
Mmst consistently and immediately. 
Since Movietone news will be read- 
ily reproduced on the Photophone, 
the latter will indirectly benefit the 


Fox-Case production from the out- 
Set, 


Sol Wurtzel at Studio 

Los Angeles, May 15. 
Vurtzel, general superintend- 
‘ox Studios, is here, after 
Spending nine weeks in Europe. 


ent of 


Conse Chase Again 


Slips in Censor Bill 


Washington, May 15. 
Canon Chase, reformer advocate 
of Federal censorship of the motion 
pictures, has found in Representa- 
tive Grant M. Hudson (R.) of Michi- 
gan a Congressional sponsor for 
his pet measure that was first in- 
troduced by the now ex-member of 
that body, Upshaw of Georgia. 
However, it is a much revised 
and broadened bill that Congress- 
man Hudson has introduced with 
the lawmaker only admitting the 
bill was the Brooklyn reformer’s 
proposal when the question was put 
direct by a Variety reporter. 


Not only does the Canon get the 
break of having the bill again in- 
troduced, though admittedly too 
late for any action this session, but 
he also succeeded, through Mr. 
Hudson, in having the. measure 
referred to the House committee on 
interstate and foreign commerce in- 
stead of the committee on educa- 
tion, where previously it has slept 
peacefully with the exception of 
several days devoted to hearings 
during the last session. 


Hi-Hat Sure Seater 


A hi-hat sure-seater will be 
erected at 151-53 East 50th street 
for exclusive patronage, according 
to a deal by Little Picture House, 
Inc., closed last week for the prop- 
erty. 

The directors of the new sure- 
seater include Harry Harkness 
Flagler, Anne Morgan, Mrs. Henry 
A. Griffith, Elizabeth Perkins, 
Marshall P. Slade, Sophie Smith 
and Col. Roy W. Winton. 

Miss Smith will be managing di- 
rector of the house. 


A Touring Preview 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Second edition of “The Godless 
Girl,” Pathe-DeMille special, has 
been completed in 13 reels. C. B. 
DeMiile will take this print with 
him on a three weeks’ fishing trip 
along the Coast and when docking 
at principal ports will preview the 
picture in the various towns. 

Film is scheduled to open in New 
York some time in July and will 
show here a month later. 


Stanley’s New Bankers 


Philadelphia, May 15. 

A banking firm new to the Stan- 
ley Company is Goldman-Sachs 
& Co., of New York. The New 
Yorkers are already said to be 
handling considerable of the Stan- 
ley business. 

No report as to whether any 
special financing is in sight, al- 
though the presumption favors 
that ideas 

The Stanley’s local bankers are 
E. B. Smith & Co., of this city, or 
they were. 


40 Bears in “Revenge” 


Los Angeles, May 16. 

Problem of securing a couple of 
six weeks’ old baby bears threat- 
ened to hold up “The Bear Tamer's 
Daughter,” produced by Edwin 
Carewe for United Artists under 
title of “Revenge.” 

Company sent letters and wires 


ELECT. 
THREE 


Paramount, M.-G.-M. and 
U. A. Make Deal—Using | * 
Movietone as General 
Trade Title with Fox’s 
Permission—Warners, Fox 
and First N. Already with 
W. E. 


PRODUCTION IN EAST? 


Paramount, United Artists and 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer closed Mon- 
day with the Electrical Research 
Products, subsidiary of the Western 
Electric Co., for the license privi- 
lege to produce movie talkers. 

Universal’s deal with the same 
organization is nearing completion. 

Fox, Warner Brothers and First 
National already are affiliated with 
the Electrical Research Productions 
in movie talkers. 

Paramount, U. A. and M-G-M will 
use the Movietone trade name by 
special arrangement with and per- 
mission of the Fox-Case Corp., 
which already has produced Movie- 
tone short subjects in addition to a 
regular Movietone news reel. 

Warner Brothers, of course, have 
the Vitaphone as a trade name, and 
First National created its own 
coined appellation for its talker, 
known as the Firnatone. First Na- 
tional’s talker is hooked up with 
the Victor Talking Machine Co, in 
using the disk synchronization idea, 
similar to Vitaphone’s. 

Fox's Movietone and the Movle- 

(Continued on page 29) 


HOUSE 
SEATS 
SITE 


Estimated Cost $12,500,- 
000—Opening Undated 


It is understood that Paramount- 
Publix has decided to proceed with 
its proposed theatre on the present 
site of the New York and Criterion 
theatres, on Broadway between 
44th and 45th streets. 

It is to have a capacity of 8,500 
seats and play talking pictures only, 
from the account. 

No Known name has been selected, 
but the new house may be the first 
calling for talking equipment instal- 
lation in the building specifications. 
Nor is date set for construction to 
start. 

At present the New York, operated 
by Loew’sin partnership with Para- 
mount, is playing a grind picture 
policy, changing films daily, the 
only house on Broadway in the mid- 
section holding to that scheme. 
“Wings,” a $2 road-show picture, 
made by Paramount, is on its 40th 
week at the Criterion. 

It’s probable, under the agreement 
between Loew’s and Publix, that 
Loew's may become financially in- 
terested in the new house. 

At present, New York's largest 
theatre is the Roxy, with 6,205 seats. 


‘FBO Roadshowing “Kings” 


In Canada May 26 


all over thg country for the cubs, FBO is to road show “King of 
and after seven weeks’ effort suc-j| Kings” (Pathe) in Canada, it is re- 
ceeded in connecting with I. S.! ported, starting in the Province of 
Horn, Kansas City, who dispatched Ontario around May 26. Deal with 
the animals to the Coast. FBO has been made on account of 


There are 40 other full-grown 
bears being used in the picture. 


the absence of Pathe exchanges in 


Canada, 


Alleged “Show Boat” Stage 


From 


Rights Prevent Play's Film 


Employing Sounds 


Leads of “Burlesque,” 
Hopkins Satisfied 


Despite Florenz Ziegfeld and 
Edna Ferber’s objections to a 
synchronized film production of 
“Show Boat,” Arthur Hopkins {s in 
accord with Paramount's talker 
version of “Burlesque.” Eddie Can- 
tor is to star in the feature, doing 
the Hal Skelly role and Nancy Car- 
roll, opposite Cantor, will do Bar- 
bara Stanwyck’s part. 

Par is using the new Western 
Electric Movietone talker patent for 
which the deal was consummated 
this week, 

In this particular play, it was 
Hopkins’ opinion that sans the 
talker, particularly the dance-off 
finale, the punch of “Burlesque” 
would be completely lost. 


May Reissue as Talkers 


As soon as the test case of Zieg- 
feld against Universal over “Show 
Boat” is adjudicated, film producers 
who previously produced 
screen versions of successful mu- 
sical comedies may re-issue them 
with a complete new synchroniza- 
tion production, possibly including 
the original singers and dancers 
whose voices, taps, etc., can now be 
faithfully recorded on the sound 
track. This will parallel the Victor 
and Brunswick record companies’ 
re-issues of its musical favorites 
which are being recorded under 
new electrical process. 


Such musicals as “Sally,” “Irene,” 
any of the grand operas, and also 
the new revues will now be eligible 
for screen “talkie” rights. 

Experimental shorts shown to 
Variety in laboratories prove that 
the talker companies have that in 
mind. Short reels of tap dancers, 
with each tap clean and clear, film 
recordings of dialog, music, com- 
edy guttural sounds, etc., including 
every form of audible expression, 
can now be caught in synchroniza- 
tion within the film action. 


Cruze With Caddo 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

James Cruze has signed with 
Caddo to direct Thomas Meighan in 
a picture to start within two weeks. 
The story has not been definitely 
selected, 

Cruze may remain with Caddo for 
more pictures if his ambitious inde- 
pendent company scheme does not 
materialize. 


Voices for Talkers 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Far-sighted conductors of voice 
culture schools are laying a foun- 
dation for future business from pic- 
ture actors by spreading propa- 
ganda to the effect that sight and 
sound will demand the same trained 
voice as required of an actor for the 
stage, 

Some of these schools are send- 
ing out literature, while others en- 
gage in a mouth-to-mouth cam- 
paign of advertising. 


18 Hours of Daily Work 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Getting off at a bad start in the 
production of “The Racket,” direct- 
ed by Lewis Milestone for Caddo, 
made it necessary for the 
to work the final week on the 
ture as long as 18 hours 
catch up with the 

This is Caddo's first picture, star 
ring Thomas Meighan and will bs 


released through Paramount. 


pic- 


schedule 


company 
| 


a day toi 
j 


Edna Ferber, who authored “Show 
Boat,” from which Jerome Kern and 
Oscar Hammerstein, Il, adapted the 
musical, and Florenz Ziegfeld, its 
producer, have joined forces to con- 
test Universal's proposed filmization 
of the story with musical synchronit- 
zation. This is a test case and 
without legal precedent to deter- 
mine whether or not a film producer 
may make a movie talker of a cur- 
rent musical comedy or operetta 
success such as “Show Boat.” 

Ziegfeld is indignant at Univer- 
sal’'s known search for a suitable 
“Magnolia” to sing the role created 
by Norma Terriss. Mary Ellis was 
first approached for this part at 
$2,500 a week for a minimum of 10 
weeks, with a likelihood of earning 
$50,000 for 20 weeks’ work on the 
picture, which that actress turned 
down for unusual private reasons, 
Miss Ellis was selected by Harry 
Pollard, who is to direct “Show 
Boat” for Universal as the ideal 
type who can screen and sing well, 
that being the chief handicap of the 
talkers at present, the problem of 
co-ordinating a good speaking or 
singing voice with the ability to 
register on the screen, 

Nathan Burkan for Ziegfeld is 
taking up the matter in a proposed 
injunction suit against Universal 
Miss Ferber, who sold the screen 
rights to her novel outright to U 
prior to Ziggy’s musicalization, fs 
aligned with the latter, being inter- 
ested in the success of the “Show 
Boat” companies on a 1% per cent 
royalty arrangement on the gross. 

Protests Music Use 

Miss Ferber, through John W. 
Rumsey, of the American Play Co., 
her play broker, has also protested 
against the use of the Kern music 
‘in synchronization with the filming 
of “Show Boat.” Miss Ferber’s stand 
is that she sold U story rights 
and nothing else. Even if Universal 
were -intent on creating its own 
special musical setting around the 
“Show Boat”~ story as a libretto, 
discarding completely the Kern- 
Hammerstein development, the 
authoress will object, since it is 
her contention that the screen 
rights call for nothing but the 
interpretation of the story in movs 
ing shadow form, embellished by 
captions and titles. 

Naturally, the pit orchestras in 
the various movie theatres may use 
almost any form of musical accom- 
paniment, which is the stand Uni- 
versal will probably take, but when 
both are mated through a talking 
device and synchronized for audi- 
ble reproduction off from a screen, 
Ziegfeld and the others concerned 
claim it infringes his rights. 

Whether or not a movie talker 
of this nature becomes a “canned” 
road show, like a No. 2 company of 
the original Broadway production, 
wlll have to be legally determined in 
a test case. 

Ziegfeld thinks so. 
kan, his attorney. Every step to 
enjoin Universal will be taken if U 
g0es through with its intentions of 
making a movie talker of “Show 
Boat.” 

This test case will be watched by 
all producers. Paramount particu- 
larly is concerned. Having the film 
rights to “Burlesque,” it is con- 
tended that the play’s biggest punch 
lies in that finish where Barbara 
Stanwyck and Hal Skelly, the orig- 
inals in the play, dance off together 
in a novel finale. This could be 
faithfully re-created in a movie 
talker, but otherwise, in the deaf- 
and-dumb interpretation, it would 
miss its point completely, it is said. 


So does Bur- 


Zita Johann as ‘Magnolia’ 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Zita Johann has been signed in 
New York for the star of 
Mognolia in Universals special, 
B 
| 7 ole demands a singer, as ft 
led to reproduce Magnolla's 
pti va iph 
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6 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, May 16, 1928 


Stage Name Credited fo 
State's $26,000; 


Negri, $16,000; 


“Trail,” $24,000 in Los Angeles 


> 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
(Drawing Population, 1,450,000) 
Weather Unusual—Rainy 


Los Angeles had one of those un- 
usuaj] weeks for this time of year. 
Hot for a day or two and then rain 
for four. Didn't do the average box 
otfice any good. The exception, 
Loew's State, had a name in Ann 
Pennington. 

Opening on the hottest day of the 
year, Miss Pennington drew $700 
above the average. Then trade 
climbed steadily with Bebe Daniels’s 
“Fifty-Fifty.” The week’s figure 
was around $26,000. 

Grauman’s Chinese reopened with 
“Trail of ’98” at a $5 top for the 
premiere which brought an opening 
night of $6,645. Business was a bit 
slow for a day or two but picked 
up as week went along. Seems to 
be a divided opinion on the picture 
locally. 

Metropolitan had one of its lowest 
weeks in some time with ‘Three 
Sinners.” House ran ‘about $9,000 
on the red side. Mack Sennett’s 
“Good Bye Kiss” cost more money 
to exploit than it gathered in the 
opening week at the Million Dollar. 
Picture was exploited and billed in 
circus fashion and Sennett had a 
special man expending $5,000 while 
the house must have gone better 
than $3,000. Theatre seems to be 
passe according to the business it 
has been doing lately. Picture is in 
for just two weeks, “Streets of Sin” 
being due May 17. : 

Warner Brothers’ new Hollywood 
house skidded about $9,000 below 
opening week. This, however, is 
better than healthy business. It did 
better than twice the trade done 
at the Egyption just a few blocks 
away. Warners give, more in com- 
posite entertainment for the money 
charged than any other in town. 

On its third week at Carthay 
Circle, “Street Angel” dropped $2,- 
000. “Wings” finished its 17 weeks’ 
run at the Biltmore to better than 
$14,000, which leaves a_ healthy 
profit for both house and picture on 
engagement. Movietone policy for 
theCriterion seems to be an out and 
out flop. For second week of down- 
town premiere of “Sunrise” trade 
was shot at $3,650, red. 

“Garden of Eden” only stayed six 
days of its second week at the 
United Artists, bowing out to around 
$24,000 on stay. “Beware of Mar- 
ried Men” at the Boulevard, did not 
bring in flappers and $5,000 mark 
was just passed. 

Filmarte, dedicated to those who 
want the arty stuff at $1, opened in 
Hollywood with “The Golden 
Clown.” Away to fair returns in 
this 800-seater. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grauman’s Chinese (11. A.) “Trail 
of ’98” (M-G) (1,958; 50-$1.60). 
Though opening night was $2,000 
less at $5 top than “The Circus,” 
trade satisfactory at better than 
$24,000 on first week. 

Carthay Circle (Miller-W. C.) 
“Street Angel” (Fox) (1,500; 50- 
$1.50) (3a week). Trade slipped 
quite a bit to $10,100; possibly an- 
other four weeks here. 

Biltmore (Erlanger) “Wings ” 
(Par) (1,661; 50-$2) (17th week). 
Final week very healthy af little 
more than $14,000. 

Loew’s State (W. C.-Loew) ‘50- 
60 Girl” (Par) (2,200; 25-99). Lucky 
thing Ann Pennington was on stage; 


picture meant nothing as Bebe 
Daniels's popularity seems_ shot 
here; $26,000. 


Metropolitan (Pub-W. C.) “Three 
Sinners” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). Pola 
Negri no draw here with house con- 
tinuing to be up against it for 
salable merchandise, as around $16,- 
000 signifies. 

Million Dollar (Pub-W. C.) “Good- 
bye Kiss” (Sennett) (2,200; 25-99). 
bid everything to get them in, but 
looks as though house is the jinx; 
only $8,300 on one of best ballyhoos 


a picture has had in many a day 
here; “Street of Sin” comes in 
Thursday. 


United Artists (U. A.) “Garden of 
Eden” (U. A.) (2,100; 25-$1). 
didn’t get anywhere in six days; 
total about $7,000, which is red 


Warner Bros. (W. B.) “Glorious 
Betsy” (W. B.) (2,756; 25-75) (2a 
week). Though dropped one third 


below previous week, which had $5 
getaway night. okay at $18,500. 

Criterion (W. C.) “Sunrise” (Tox) 
(1,600; 35-60) (2d week). With 
Movietone attachment, Murnau opus 
did not seem to enthuse the buyers; 
$3.650. 

Egyptian (W. C.-U. A.) “Across 
to Singapore” (M-G) (1.800; 25-75). 
With heavy opposition did nicely at 
around $8,000. 

Boulevard (W. C.) “Beware of 
Married Men” (W. B.) (2,164; 25- 
50). Not enough married men to 
worry about in this neighborihvod; 
$5,000. 


SWANSON CONFERENCE 


| 
Eric Von Stroheim was in town | 


Monday conferring with FBO on 
the picture he is to make starring 
Gloria Swanson. 


/ 


Just | 


“KID,” $9,000 IN MIL; 
“SINGER” DOES 6 WKS. 
Jolson Finishes to $7,500— 


Returns in Month—‘Actress,’ 
$15,000; ‘Patsy’ Under $6,000 


Milwaukee, Wis., May 15. 

(Drawing Population, 650,000) 

Weather: Clear and Cool 
Gilda Gray held her own in her 
second six days at the Davidson, 
falling a little short of the $18,500 
the first week. All other houses with 
the exception of the Strand, where 
“Patent Leather Kid” opened, felt 
the spring weather. 

Probably the biggest change is 
being felt in the vaudfilm houses be- 
cause of the new Riverside. This 
house has unquestionably taken a 
hearty slap at both the Palace and 
Miller, the latter offsetting the com- 
petition by cutting prices. 

After six weeks the Garden finally 
pulled “Jazz Singer” in favor of 
“Sadie Thompson.” It is estimated 
that in six weeks “Singer” piled up 
better than $50,000. Picture comes 
back in 30 days for simultaneous 
showing in five Midwesco neighbor- 
hoods which have just installed 
Vitaphone, 

Estimates for Last Week 
Alhambra (U)—‘“Good Morning, 
Judge” (U) (1,800; 30-50-75). House 
still in red with most of the others; 
no good reason because Denny is 
usually well patronized here; a lit- 
tle better than before at around 
$7,300. 

Empress (Goldenberg)—“Are You 
Fit to Marry” (S. R.) (1,300; 50). 
Sex pictures seem to go big in this 
house; house cleared a neat mar- 
gin with around $6,800. 

Garden (Brin) —‘“Jazz Singer” (W. 
B.) (1,200; 25-50-75). Sixth and last 
week close to $7,500. 

Merrill (Midwesco)—*'The Patsy” 
(M-G) (1,200; 25-50). Plenty of 
Hearst plugging and ran so-so; final 
check-up below $6,000. 

Miller (Midwesco)—‘Old  Iron- 
sides” (Par) (1,600; 10-25-35). Back 
to old vaudfilm arrangement with 
second runs of features here; cut 
admissions helped; close to $7,006. 

Palace (Orph)—‘Play Girl” (Fox) 
(2,400; 25-50-75). Original vaude 
house with film seeondary issue; 
stays about same with $16,000. 
Davidson (Brown) — “Devil 
Dancer” (U. A.) (1,860; 25-50-75). 
Second week for Gilda in person 
just below $18,500; two weeks’ total 
near $37,000. 

Riverside (Orph)—‘“Ladies’ Night” 
(Ff. N.) (3,000; 25-50), Second week 
in new house for grind policy ran 
well over $10,000. 

Strand (Midwesco)—‘Patent 
Leather Kid” (F. N.) (1,200: 50). 
Straight admission of 50 cents aid- 
ed; picture ran into $9,000 class by 
a second week holding. 

Wisconsin (Midweseco)—"“The Ac- 
tress” (M-G) (2,800; 25-35-50-60-75). 
Stage band policy helped film, but 
house slipped to near $15,000. 


‘Tenderloin’ Is Tacoma’s 


New Rave at $6,900 


Tacoma, May 15. 
(Drawing Pop., 125,000) 
Weather: Fair and Cool 
Following the record the Rialto 
made last week with “Patent 
Leather Kid,” there was a_ big 
slump at this house. “The Enemy” 
failed to make much fuss, although 
advertised big. 
kiddie Peabody, at the Broadway, 
did a little better, the banjo boy 
stopping off for just a week en 
route south, “Jazzical Justice” 
the Fanchon & Marco atiraction for 
three days and then for four days 
“The Smart Set.” Then the house 
closed to be dark for the summer, 
it is reported. Steve Perutz is now 
here as West Coast manager. 
Pantages is running to fair biz, 
“The Wizard” (Fox) being on the 
screen. John Hamrick has a real 
attraction in “Tenderloin” at his 
jlue Mouse, Colonial had just an- 
other week, 
Estimates for Last Week- 
Broadway (W-C) (1,600: 25-60)— 
“We're All Gamblers’ (Par) ana 
“The Smart Set” (M-Q). Three 
days ot former with Fanchon & 
Marco show at 60 cents top, and 
four of “Smaret Set” went for total 
of $5,500, 
Pantages (1,500: 25-50)—“The 
Wizard” (Fox). Got $6,000. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650: 50) 


“Tenderloin” and Vita (W.B.). 
Talker enjoved:; big at $6,900, 


Rialto (W-C) (13,250: 2h-40)-— 
i°The Enemy” (M-G). Off with $1,- 
G00, 
| Colonial (W-C) (850: 15-25)-—- 


“Shield of Tienor’ (Uv). 


< 


wassjtomers Mix in 


bid $1 


| MAINSTREET AT $18,500 


‘BEST IN K. C. LAST WEEK 


“Nick Lucas on Stage Given 
Credit—‘Circus” at Mid- 
land, $18,300 


Kansas City, May 15. 
(Drawing Pop., 600,000) 
Weather: Fair 


Mainstreet, with Nick Lucas run- 
ning away with all the honors, and 
the Midland, with Chaplin's “Circus” 
as the feature, fought it out last 
week to nearly a dead heat, which 
means that the Mainstreet, consider- 
ing capacity and prices, had the best 
of it by $200. : 

With the vaudeville bill running 
50 minutes, Lucas used 22 of them 
and still the audience wanted more. 

This was the first showing of “The 
Circus” here and it failed to click as 
expected by some. 

A spurt of near summer weather 
started the cooling plants in the sev- 
eral theatres, but a sudden change 
to overcoats gave them a short rest. 

The Liberty, in a desperate at- 

tempt to hold its own, gave “The 
Hunchback” and “Plastic Age” as a 
double bill for 25-35. The Lon 
Chaney classic was first shown in 
this same house for $1.50, and the 
Bow picture had been run on the 
same sereen for five or six weeks 
at different times. 
The Globe also tried it out with 
lots of show and gave Tom Mix in 
“Dare Devil’s Reward,” Harold 
Lloyd in “Grandma’s Boy,” and the 
Loie Bridge Musical stock company, 
but neither house was filled at any 
time. When the big ones get it the 
others suffer, and when some fea- 
tured picture clicks at one of the 
smaller houses the two big ones 
know it. There seems to be only a 
certain amount of amusement money 
expended here weekly. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Loew’s Midland—‘The Circus” 
(4,000; 25-35-50). It has been a long 
time since this comedian has been 
seen on a Kansas City screen in a 
first run picture, and he was wel- 
comed by admirers. “Pagoda Land,” 
stage unit, which, with the Joe Kay 
stage band and Billy Wright’s organ 
filled out a good bill. Chaplin’s name 
did not seem to mean a thing to the 
fans, and the long lines were absent 


from in front of the box office. $18,- 
300. 

Mainstreet (Orph)—‘Beware of 
Married Men” (3,200; 25-50). This 


screen comedy just part of the bill, 
as Nick Lucas was the one big out- 
standing stage hit. Although third 
appearance in Kansas City this sea- 
son, the house was jammed for the 
Sunday opening, and his followers 
kept coming all week. Others on 
bill real demonstration of “give ’em 
what they want and they'll come.” 
$18,500. 

Pantages—"The Escape” (2,200; 
25-50). Distributors may run out 
of gangster tales before long, but 
this one was to the liking of reg- 
ulars who like their thrills. Sing- 
ing contest, running for several 
weeks, brought out another quartet 
of singers who put their songs over 


with all earnestness. Vaudeville 
also. $6,800. 
Newman (Loew)—‘The Smart 


Set” first half; “Three Sinners,” sec- 
ond half (1,980; 25-35). Looks like 
this split week thing may pan out. 
Business opened better than for 
some time and, strange to say, held 
up for one of best weeks house has 
had for months. $4,000. 

Liberty (Ind)—‘Hunchback of 
| Notre Dame” and “The Plastic Age” 
1 (1,000; 25-35). These two revivals 
;are of pictures that in the past 
scored heavily in same house. First 


| showing of Chaney masterpiece few | 


|years ago brought $1.50 for best 
seats and picture was held for 
couple of weeks. Clara Bow flicker 
also has been shown many times in 
the Liberty and always to profit. 
$1,400. 

“Simba” finished its two weeks’ 
|run at the Shubert with quite a let- 
) ting down in the business, although 
ithe school kids played it strong. At 
ithe Uptown “Tillie’s Punctured Ro- 
mance” and “Doomsday” divided the 
week, and the Globe gave its cus- 
“Dare Devil's Re- 
“Grandma’s Boy,” 
sridge Players in the 


‘ward,’ Lloyd in 
and the Loie 


stage show all for one admission, 
and that small. 
DENNY’S QUARTET 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Reg. Denny’s four for Universal 
on the 1928-29 program will be 
called “The Night Bird,” “Red-Hot 
speed,” “Lucky Day” and “Partners 
for the Night.” 

Fred Newmeyer will direct “Red- 
H{ot Speed,” the first to go into pro- 
duction, 


McFARLANE GTC PUBLICIST 


London, May 15. 
Peter Neil McFarlane, for many 
years publishing director of the 
“Graphie”’ and “Bystander,” has 


been made head of publicity for the 
General Theatres Corp. 

Lord Chetwynd made the appoint- 
ment. 


Giveaways Keep Up in 
Topeka—Papers Lay Off 


Topeka, May 15. 
(Drawing Pop., 85,000) 
Weather: Fair and Warm 

Business picked up last week with 
but slight encouragement from the 
bookings but again assisted by 
bridge lamps, checks for cash and 
local talent presentations. The prize 
nights got crowds, though local 
papers refused tod carry announce- 
ments. 

The newest fexture of the slump 
fight is the announcement bythe 
Grand of a contest for local high 
and college seniors. The prize of- 
fered is a new Buick roadster for 
the candidate who sells most books 
of tickets to the houses owned by 
the Jayhawk and National theatres 
companies. The books offer a 10 per 
cent. discount to the buyer and are 
being sold in $5 and $10 bloeks. The 


stunt was tri¢d here a year ago, 
with the Legion selling, and no 


great success resulted. 

The strongest picture of the week 
was “The Showdown,” but it had 
little appeal to the sheiks and flap- 
pers, after the censors et al. had got 
done with the sex stuff in it. The 
biggest draw was the home town 
dancing school’s presentation the 
first half at the Javhawk. With this 
presentation was “The Last Waltz,” 
commonly accredited with being the 
weakest film of the season, 


Estimates for Last Week 

Jayhawk — (1,500-40) (Jayhawk). 
“Last Waltz,” first half. weak, but 
food business on account of talent 
dancers used in presentation. “Wild 
yeese,” latter half, had good draw, 
because of its heavy cast and fame 
of book. Just over $3,800. 

Orpheum — (1,200-40) (National). 
“The Showdown” got good notices 
and good attendance from older 
crowd, but after first two days 
younger crowd fell off. About $1,600. 

Novelty — (1,100-25) (Crawford). 
Arthur Higgins and ‘“Follytown 
Maids” tab with short pictures just 
averaged. Company needs at least 
one dancer badly. About $2,400. 

Grand — (1,400 - 75) (National). 
Two-for-one coupons first night 
pulled out first really good house 
Waddell Company has had since 
Holy Week except for the Pay 
Night a week ago, when checks for 
cash were given away. Stunt re- 
peated, but didn’t draw quite so 
well because of lack of newspaper 
co-operation; $1,900. 

Cozy— (490-25) (Lawrence). “Come 
to My House,” society comedy, first 
half, fairly good breaks, and “Miss- 
ing Link.” second half, pulled on 
title, bringing total to about $990. 

Best — (750-20) (Lawrence). Last 
week of Roy Davis and “Sunkist 
Steppers,” with third run pictures, 
got about half the business of open- 
ing week a month ago. Al Rus- 
sell and "Come on Girls” next week. 
Business has now settled down to 
good Friday and Saturday but poor 
rest of the week, despite three 
changes weekly. About $400.« 


‘ENEMY’ AND ‘CLOWN,’ 
$12,000 IN PORTLAND 
‘Good $11,- 


000—Oriental, $8,000— 
‘Kid, $7,000, 2d Wk. 


Portland, Ore., May 15, 

(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Long anticipated advent of real 
spring weather took its toll of busi- 
iness last week, At that, it was bet- 
ter than the week previous due to 
higher quality programs. 

Henry Duffy Players’ move to the 
| Heilig is successful beyond expec- 
tations. Business has been almost 
capacity. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Portland (Publix-W. C.) (3,500: 
35-60) “‘The Enemy” «(M-G). Strong 
film feature; Alex Hyde returned as 
band leader; Publix unit, “Dancing 
Feet,” colorful presentation; $12,000. 

Broadway (W. C.) (2,000; 35-60) 
“Laugh, Clown, Laugh” (M-G). Big 
draw reviving business after two 
poor weeks; Fanchon and Marco’s 
“Pep-Bits,” stage attraction; $12,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,000; 35-50) 
“Good Morning Judge” (U). Billed 
above vaudeville; fast moving film 
comedy; special matinee organ con- 
certs by Catherine Custer, 17-year- 
old soloist; $11,000, 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 35- 
50) “Shanghaied”’ (FBO). Last 
week's slump came back on re- 
bound; Oriental dance ballet in 
Apache prolog; Josef Srodka and 
symphony orchestra: $8,000. 

Columbia (U) (1,200; 35-50) “Sur- 
render’ (U). Intense love drama 
of war days went well; Joseph Sam- 
pietro and orchestra; short subject, 
“Call of the Sea,” in color, added 
much to good program! $5,000. 

Rivoli (Parker-W. C.) (1,200; 35- 
50) “Patent Leather Kia” (F. N.). 
Going great in second week; $7,000. 

Heilig (Henry Duffy Players) (2,- 
000; 25-$1.25). Berton Churchill as 
{guest star in “For All of Us.” 
a4ness centinues big; $5,500. 


PHILLY’S DOWNTOWNERS 
OPEN OVER THE SUMMER 


Stanley and Fox Close Last 
Week—“Speedy” Biggest 


Philadelphia, May 15, 

Weather: Rain mixed with heat 
Business in the downtown picture 
houses last week not noteworthy exe 
cept for the continued big attend« 
ance at the Stanton, where “Speedy” 
is still strong. Most of the other 


houses reported from medium to 
poor grosses, and the general busie 
ness was under par. 

Stanley had William Haines in 
“Tie Smart Set” plus another Stane 
ley revue unit, “Around the Clock,” 
with Allan Rogers, Lady Tsen Mei, 
Marty White, Helen Romaine, Moe 
rosco and Daniels, and the Twelve 
Ada Kaufman Girls. Picture wel) 
liked although hardly quite strong 
enough for this big house. Week 
around $25,500. 

“The Legion of the Concemned” 
held up fairly well at the Aldine and 
will stay a third week, with a big 
advertising campaign being em- 
ployed to stir the general interest, 
Last week’s gross was about $12,000 
for this aviation special. 

Fox-Locust fared quite well with 
“Street Angel,” better than had been 
expected. Janet Gaynor has a de- 
cided following here, and this pice 
ture has had the advantage of 
friendly word-of-mouth advertising. 
Last week’s figure was $13,000, rep- 
resenting a small gain over the busi- 
ness done in the picture’s second 
week. Karlton, on the other hand, 
did not do so well with “The Big 
City.” The Chaney picture fell off 
to $6,000 or less and was taken off 
Saturday, not proving up to the 
Standard of the theatre’s recent of- 
ferings. 

Fox had “Honor Bound” as the 
film feature, plus Fowler and Ta- 
mara, dancers; Emil Boreo, and the 
Three Abbey Sisters. Program quite 
popular and gross around $24,000, 
about the summer average for this 
house. 

Contrary to opinion, it now looks 
as if all of the more important 
downtown picture houses will make 
at least a try for summer going. 
Stanley, Fox, Karlton and Stanton 
are believed set, and the word is 
now that the Fox-Locust is to make 
the attempt. The Aldine is booked 
up to the middle or end of June, 
after that the weather will probably 
decide. As for the Arcadia, no men- 
tion has been made of closing, so 
it is to be presumed that the house 
will keep open. 

“The Enemy’is this week’s book- 
ing at the Karlton and is figured 
for a couple of weeks. “Shepherd of 
the Hills” is at the Arcadia. The 
Stanley has “The Garden of Eden” 
with Corinne Griffith, plus “Stanley 
Strutters,’’ another revue unit with 
Alla Rogers; the Lane Sisters; the 
Waltons; Milo; the English Mascots; 
Caffrey and Miller, and the Stanley 
stage band. Fox, to oppose this, 
has “Hangman’s House,” which has 
been heavily plugged here, plus 
Castleton and Mack, Roseray and 
Capella, and Frances Williams. On 
paper this Fox combination looks 
like the cream of the week, especi- 
ally with al) the extra advertising 
that has been done. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Stanley (4,000; 35-50-75)—“Smart 


Set” (M-G-M).:- Haines _ picture 
liked. Also Stanley revue unit. 
Around $25,500. 

Aldine (1,500; 50-75)—‘Legion of 


the Condemned” (Par, 2d week). Air 
picture moderate hit here and held 
for third week with extra advertis- 
ing. Around $12,000 or little better. 
tanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—"‘Speedy” 
(Par, 3d week). Harold Lloyd com- 
edy still best bet in town. Last 
week gross held over $13,000; great. 
Probably through this Saturday. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.65)—“Street 
Angel” (Fox, 3d week). Built up 
through favorable word-of-mouth. 
Last week, around $13,000. May 
make six weeks here. 

Fox (3,000; 99)—“Honor Bound” 
(Fox). Picture fairly well liked and 
surrounding bill o. k. Gross, $24,000, 
summer average. 

Karlton (1,100; 50-75)—“Big City” 


(M-G-M, 2d week), Lon Chaney 
picture not, up to expectations. 


Gross last week under $6,000, and 
film taken off. 

Arcadia (800; 50)—“Three Sin- 
ners” (Par). Pola Negri picture 
fairly good draw, with $4,500 claimed. 


3 Boston Grosses, $82,000 


Boston, May 15. 
Paul Whiteman in his second week 
at the Metropolitan and “Stand and 
Deliver’ pulled the house’ gross 
above normal this week for the sec- 
ond time, hitting $42,000. Whiteman 
succumbed to the grippe Thursday 
and did not appear with the band 
at closing performances, His first 
week here the Met went over $50,000. 
“The Big City,’ at the State, at- 


‘get $18,300. 
Busi- 


treeted enough Lon Chaney fans to 
“Rose- Marie,” at the 


Orpheuin, had a sirong week on @ 


par with the State, at $20,000. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 7 


“Abie” and Strand Hit Lowest 
On Broadway List Last Week 


Looks as though big business has 
gone on its summer vacation. If 
not, it’s already packed and ready to 
call it a season, Still, there aren't 
so many complaints to be heard. 
The $2 pictures are feeling it more 
than the program houses. Big week- 
end trade is now dependent on the 
weather, the sun continuing to out- 
draw the arcs. Unless an unusual 
film turns up, the grosses last week 
give every indication that the tide 
is well on its way out. 

Broadway’s pro-racketeers kept 
the Paramount busy Saturday, where 
Paul Ash opened and $29,000 was 
counted after Sunday’s last show. 
This isn't a particularly big figure, 
nor is it small. During the winter 
it would be a normal week-end total. 
Allowing that it’s the middle of 
May, the 29 “grand” is deemed sat- 
isfactory without classing as sensa- 
tional. 

The street’s two low points, legit 
film showings and run houses, were 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” and the Strand. 
Latter site, playing “The Big Noise” 
and a dud stage unit, went down to 
$18,000, while there can be no fur- 
ther doubt that “Abie,” after its 
third week, is among the biggest 
busts New York has ever had in the 
way of a special $2 showing. Doubt.- 
ful if “Abie” has grossed $15,000 on 
the full three weeks. 

Not an outstanding gross up or 
down the canyon. Paramount was 
light and fair at $66,200 with “Easy 
Come, Easy Go,” while “Across to 
Singapore” plunged $14,300 to $54,- 
700 on its holdover week at the Cap- 
itol. The Roxy’s sum was $91,000 
for “Escape,” with the Cameo hold- 
ing “The Raider Emden” for a third 
week despite an ordinary $6,150. 


“Speedy” so dwindled in ,»ace that 
ft was jerked at the end of its fifth 
week, which showed but $20,200, and 
“Ramona” came in seven days ahead 
of time. Likewise, “Drums of Love” 
departed from the Rialto, having 
finished its third week to a mediocre 
$19,000. 

Three of the exclusive set slipped 
to a rating in the $13,000 class, these 


being “Trail of ’98,” ‘‘Wings” and 
“Street Angel.” One more of this 
batch claimed $14,000, namely, 


“Glorious Betsy.” With “The Tem- 
pest” coming in Thursday night, 
“Two Lovers” departs tonight. Pic- 
ture just dribbled along last week 
in getting $4,500. 

“Four Sons” was a little short 
of $8,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—‘“Trail of ’98” (M-G) 
(1,120; $1-$2) (9th week). Took 
the drop with its contemporaries; 
$13,700. 

Cameo — “The Raider Emden” 
(Col) (549; 50-75) (8d week). Ger- 
man picture remaining another 
week, although $6,150 nothing to 
get hysterical over. 

Capitol—‘Across to Singapore” 
(M-G) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1.65). Pic- 
ture held over and took the usual 
dive of around $14,000; at $54,700 
just fair; “White Sister” postponed 
a week to let “Circus Rookies’ (M- 
G) and big stage show come in to 
stance off Ash entry at Paramount. 


Central—““Man Who Laughs” (U) 


(922; $1-$2) (3d week). Going 
along nicely at $11,300. 
Criterion—“‘*Wings” (Par) (836; 


$1-$2) (40th week). Took first de- 
cided dip to invade neighborhood 
of $13,000; unofficial reports state 
‘Wedding March” may eventually 
be spotted here for exploitation 
showing. 

Embassy—“Two Lovers” (U. A.) 
(596;  $1-$1.65). Leaves’ tonight 
(Wednesday) in middle of ninth 
week; stayed beyond its limit; fina] 
full week $4,500. 

4th St.—“Abie’s Irish Rose” 
(Par) (1,490; $1-$2) (4th week). 
Has shown nothing since premiere; 
complete flop at $2 and approach- 
ing six figures in “red” on run; 
doesn’t seem possible picture has 
Sotten $15,000 in three weeks, but 
what’s going to be done with it 
nobody knows. Last week reported 
under $4,000. 

Gaiety—“Four Sons” and Movie- 
tone (Fox) (808; $1-$2) (13th 
week). Just easing along making 
no claims and satisfied to be on 
Broadway; $7,900 again. 

Globe—“‘Street Angel” and Movie- 
tone (Fox) (1,416; $1-$2) (6th 
week). Slowing up gradually, but 
rolling with the punches; $13,400 
not bad, all things considered. 

Paramount—“ Come, Easy 
Go” Par) (3.666; 35-50-75-90). Dix 
film picked house up about $1,000: 
just a fair spring gross at $66,200. 

Rialto—“Drums of Love” (U. A.) 
(1,960: 35-50-75-90). Never really 
threatened to become important, 
and withdrawn at end of third week 
in favor of “Stearnboat Bill” (U. 
last week $19,000. 
_ Rivoli—Speedy” (Par) (2.200; 
35-50-75-90). Lioyd comedy lost 
Sround ranidly enough to be pulled 
at end of fifth week; $20,200; moved 
“Ramona” (TT. A.) opening ahead 
* Week, Del Rio film coming in last 
Saturday. 

Escape” (Fox) (6,205: 
50-75-$1-$1.65), 


“SHEPHERD” POPULAR, 
GOT STANLEY $17,500 


Estelle Taylor Made “Honor 
Bound” Stand Up in Balti- 
more Last Week, $11,000 


Baltimore, May 15. 
(Drawing Pop., 750,000) 
Weather: Fair; heavy rains 2 Days 

Maryland theatre went over to 
films for the first time this season 
Monday, when the Equity Corp., 
owners of the Metropolitan, took 
over the house for a week of “Port 
of Missing Girls.” It is a stop-gap, 
“Broadway” folding up at the legit 
house Saturday night after a lame 
second week. 

Last week revealed some ups and 
downs in the movie returns. Busi- 
ness in general below par. The big 
Stanley recovered from the lows of 
previous week with “Shepherd of 
the Hills’ the reason. House still 
below what it should be. Not a 
great deal was expected of “Easy 
Come, Easy Go” at the Century, due 
to indifferent impression of recent 
Dix films. This one did better than 
expected. “Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” 
under adverse conditions, got a 
pretty good opening week at the 
Valencia. The New, recently run- 
ning ’way below average, staged b. o. 
comeback with “Honor Bound,” Es- 
telle Taylor getting much of the 
credit. Business at the combination 
Garden also up somewhat with “San 
Francisco Nights” as the picture end 
of the bill. The uptown Parkway 
had a great week with “Speedy.” 

Estimates for Last Week 


Century (Loew) —“Easy Come, 
Easy Go” (3,200; 25-60). Not great 
deal expected and _ surprised by 
showing. Business very fair but be- 
low average for this stand. Two 
nights badly affected by rain, while 
the Preakness at Pimlico killed Fri- 
day matinee. Baltimore Products 
Week, chamber of commerce free 
window show, didn’t help business. 
Picture got good notices and lots of 
laughs, but adversely affected by 
recent Dix films. Stage show, with 
Ted Claire m. c., went over well. 
“Swanee Moon” colorful and atmos- 
pheric, making a special appeal to 
below the Mason-Dixon line senti- 


ment. Week below average at $16,- 
500. 
Stanley (Stanley-Crandall) — 


“Shepherd of Hills” (3,400; 25-60). 
Popularity of Harold Bell Wright 
big b. 0. magnet of this one. Busi- 
ness up sharply, notable increase in 
matinee trade due to nature of 
screen offering. Religious angle of 
film had appeal. Stage show liked. 
Returns about $4,000 over previous 
week with total of $17,500. 

Valencia (Loew, U A)—‘Laugh, 
Clown, Laugh” (1,500; 25-60). Good 
draw: under adverse conditions. Re- 
cent Chaney films have been allotted 
to downstairs Century, where they 
went big, drawing proportionately 
better than “Laugh, Clown,” in the 
smaller upstairs house. Business 
consistent and, all thnigs considered, 
satisfactory at $11,000. 

New (Whitehursts) —“Honor 
3ound’’ (1,800; 25-50). Got best 
draw any film has had in this house 
since “Dressed to Kill.” Business 
consistently good, Estelle Taylor be- 
ing reason. Appearance of star with 
Jack Dempsey at Pimlico track dur- 
ing week, with attending newspaper 
publicity, aided. About $8,500. 

Parkway (Loew-U A)—‘“Speedy” 
(1,000; 15-35). . Big week for inti- 
mate uptowner. “Speedy” not rec- 
ord-breaker downtown, but got big 
week up here. Matinee trade figured. 
Very good at $5,000. 

New Garden (Schanbergers)—“San 
Francisco Nights” and K-A vaude. 
(3,200; 35-60). Business up from 
previous week, all around better bill 
taking credit. House not running 
near mid-season average, but im- 
proved considerably last week. 


MIX’S FIRST FOR FBO 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Tom Mix’s first picture for FBO 
will deal with Death Vallpy. 

Ramon Romeo is working on the 
story in addition to writing the 
original and continuity to “Tropic 
Madness,” one of the four Anne Q. 
Nilsson pictures. 


$91,000; skips the danger line by a 
few steps; First National's German 
made put back until June 2, mean- 
while “Don't Marry” and “News 
Parade,” both Fox, entrance in that 
order. 

Strand—“The Big Noise” (F. N.) 
2900; $35-50-65-75). Rated good 
comedy, but had poor stage show to 
offset; house dropped far into “red” 
at $18,000. 


Warners—“Glorious Betsy” and 
Vitaphone (W. B.) (1,360; 
(8a week). Sound story claimed 


Full count lists at over $14,000 mark. 


NEWSREEL EVENT SAVED 
TRADE IN MONTREAL 


Poor Week Otherwise—A!! 
Local Mgrs. Meeting to 
Discuss Conditions 


Montreal, May 15. 
(Drawing Pop., 600,000) 
Weather: Fine and Warm 

Opening of the International 
League baseball season Saturday 
shot matinees at local houses since 
there were capacity crowds on Sat- 
urday and the games have been 
running every afternoon _ since. 
Also fine warm weather at nights 
brought out cars and the first be- 
ginning of summer in this town left 
the theatres half empty. Another 
poor week with grosses even below 
the subnormal levels of the previous 
week. Both legit houses were run- 
ning, and though their grosses were 
nothing much, attendances there 
were another setback for. the 
flickers. 


Pictures were no rave with one 
already shown in the winter at $1.50 
top, and with another British made 
that fell by the wayside. Also there 
have been too many war pictures 
recently and they are due for a long 
rest in this town. Changes are fore- 
shadowed in the near future, which 
may help, but present outlook is 
pretty gloomy. 

Harry S. Dahn at the Capitol tried 
his public out with another British- 
made, “The Flight Commander.” 
This got the best press notices in 
town, but the public wouldn't bite 
and Harry is cured. Beating the 
patriotic drum is all very well, but 
it is the theatre that pays and not 
the enthusiastic newspaper critics. 
Meanwhile, expenses have to be cut 
and the musical tabloids have been 
pulled out. Montreal is getting dif- 
ficult to please; only the really first 
class will get them in these days 
and musicals have had a big run 
here this winter, with a 16-week 
season starting next Saturday. 
Gross here ran $1,500 below poor 
previous week with $10,000. 

“Patent Leather Kid” at the Pal- 
ace started out great, even though 
the Saturday matinee fell off owing 
to baseball opening. Sunday and 
Monday were also good, but the 
picture fell off rest of week finish- 
ing with fair $11,500. George Rotsky 
secured a sensational newsreel of 
the death ride of Lockhart at Day- 
tona Beach which pulled the crowd. 
Fact of feature being war picture 
and having been already shown here 
in the winter at $1.50 top worked 
against bigger gross. 

Average vaude and a fair picture 
at Loew’s put that house on iop of 
the heap, a position it usually oc- 
cupies, but gross was hardly up to 
normal at $12,000. Loew’s is the 
big house for transients but the 
business is being continuously hit 
by the children’s bill 


Ada Reeve, favorite British 
vaudevillian, helped a whole lot with 
the Imperial. Rated to pull capacity, 
she couldn't fight against Acts of 
Parliament, baseball and fine 
weather, but her reception was good 
every appearance. Picture fair mel- 
ler and house turned in good $9,500. 

Seymour Hicks and British com- 
pany paid farewell visit of Cana- 
dian tour at His Majesty’s and got 
fair returns. Grosses were better 
westbound, but tour has been suc- 
cess. Hjcks played French farce 
but high class acting put it over. 
Princess with “Dumbbells” rated 
poor. 

Big annual: meeting of Theatre 
Managers’ Association slated for 
end of current week will be held in 
conjunction with Provincial associa- 
tion. Election of officers and gen- 
eral discussion of poor business cov- 
ering Sunday closing and children’s 
bills. Conditions are recognized as 
bad when the two associations meet 
jointly to talk them over, which has 
never been done so far. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Capitol (F. P.) (2,700; 40-60).— 
“The Flight Commander” (British 
made). Sounded like war picture 
which we have had too many of re- 
cently and, while it wasn’t, neither 
was it much of a draw, although 
boosted in press notices. Capitol 
had another poor week, falling even 
below the gross of previous week. 
Manager Dahn is pulling out the 
tabloid musical tried out for the 
past couple of weeks and will rely 
on pictures only. Gross poor at 


$10,000. 
Palace (F. P.) (2,700; 40-60).— 
“Patent Leather Kid” (F. N.). 


Opened to big houses first of week, 
but matinees pulled down by Inter- 
national baseball opening here, 
games in which have been played 
every afternoon. War picture as 
well, which are qa drug in this town, 
making about the sixth in last few 
weeks. Houses fell off later in the 
week which with poor matinees 
pulled gross down to $11,500. News- 
reel of Lockhart’s death ride at 
Daytona Beach helped hold up 
house. 

Loew’s (F. P.) (3,209; 45-75).— 
“The Wizard” (Fox). Better than 
average picture at this house, which 


$1-$2) | vaude 


more than held its own against 
bill. Latter headlined Paul 
Tisen’s orchestra, with dancers and 
singers and this theatre was best 


“Ladies’ Night” Sends 
Earle Up to $11,000 


Washington, May 15. 


(Est. White Pop., 450,000) 


| Weather Widely Varying 


Big news last week lies in the 
‘ract that everybody's business went 
up With possibly the only one that 
could be set down as a disappoint- 
ment being Lon Chaney's “Laugh, 
Clown, Laugh.” Trouble with 


Chaney—too many repeats; in the 


has been floundering 
Business there jumped perhaps $5,- 
000 with ‘Ladivs Night in a Turkish 


Bath,” Stanley's “Blue Skies” stage 
unit and Jack Pepper, perma- 
nent m. c. 


Palace took a healthy spurt up- 
ward with a claimed $5,000 increase 
—this with William Haines, who 
holds the record for the house in 
“The Smart Set” along with Pub- 
lix’s unit, “Cameos” and Wesley 
Eddy, m. ec. 

Along with these up went the 
Fox, getting fhe top business of the 
town with “Why Sailors Go Wrong,” 
the Benny Davis revue on stage and 
a Stebbins circus travesty presen- 
tation. 

Richard Barthelmess’ second week 
in “The Noose” did the usual drop 
for second weeks hereabouts. 

Another personnel change in the 
local Stanley-Crandall forces has 
Joseph Morgan, for 13 years general 
manager for Crandall, stepping out 
shortly. Though only 46, the rest 
of the staff have it Morgan is re- 
tiring permanently from pictures 
with nothing definite forthcoming as 
to future connections either in or 
out of the theatre field. 

With Stanley Company now book- 
ing all pictures from New York the 
Morgan position will not be filled, 
work being spread between John 
J. Payette, supervisor of theatres, 
and Nat Glaser, his assistant. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew) “Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh” (M-G-M) (1,232; 35-50). 
With everybody going upward this 
Chaney, though being held into sec- 
ond week, did not come up to usual 
business gathered for those pic- 
tures the house spreads on as in this 
instance; may have skimmed over 
$10,000. Good figure for house and 
capacity but not what is usually 
gotten on the splurged ones. 

Earle (Stanley-Crandall) “Ladies 
Night in Turkish Bath” (F. N.) and 
“Sky Blues” presentation (2,244; 
35-50). Business up from the sevens 
and eights recently; almost $11,000. 


Fox (Fox) “Why. Sailors Go 
Wrong” (Fox) and Benny Davis 
revue, also Stebbins presentation 
(3,434; 35-50-75). Bad Saturday 


opening with great Sunday rather 
overbalanced at this house; busi- 
ness went up, though, to almost 
$24,000. 

Met (Stanley-Crandall) “The 
Noose” (F. N.) (1,518; 35-50). Sec- 
ond week, possibly $7,500. 

Palace (Loew) “Smart Set” (M- 
G-M) and Publix presentation with 
Wesley Eddy, m. ec. (2,365; 35-50). 
Haines holds record for house; 
combine this with assured regulars 
accounts for liberally reported $20,- 


00. 

Rialto (U) “Open Range” (Par 
(1,978; 35-50). Town has not looked 
with favor on westerns for long 
time; house rode upward with 
others during week but to not over 
$6,000. 


CANADA’S SEX FILM 


Toronto, May 15. 
North West Film Co. has obtained 
permission to exhibit ‘Are You Fit 
to Marry?” one of those medico- 
sexico films, in British Columbia. 
When first turned down it was 
taken apart and re-shot. No cast 
and plenty of hospital scenes. Is 
propaganda in favor of eugenic 
marriages. 


JOE ROCK’S SPECIAL 

Los Angeles, May 15. 
plans to make “Com- 
a special, and 


Joe Rock 
panionate Divorce” 


will not include it in his present 
contract with Sterling. 
Frances Guihan is writing the 


story and screen tratment. Produc- 
tion is planned to start around June 
15. 


Westmore, Pres. Make-Uppers 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
Percy Westmore, head of F. N.’s 
makeup department has been elect- 
ed president of the Motion Picture 
Makeup Artists’ Association. 


of a not very brilliant lot for week 
with gross of $12,000. 

Imperial (K. A.) (1,900; 35-80).— 
“Chicago After Midnight” (FBO). 
Fitted in well with show. Ada 
teeve, English musical hall favorite, 
headlined and big all week. Burch- 
ill’s dance act ran good second and 
house held up well in week of poor 
business all around at $9,500. 

Strand (U. A.) (800; 30-40).—“13 
Washington Square” (U); “Race for 
Life’ (Warner); “Tillie’s Punctured 


below normal 


EBrosses. 


jlast week, and heavy. 


other Loew house, Palice, a 
weeks ago. 

Several spurts caused comment. | 
Principally that of the Earle Which | 


somewhat. | 


SHORT OF $100,000 


6 TOP FRISCO HOUSES 


Town Likes Talkers, “Tender- 
loin,” $13,700—-Warfield, 
$24,000; Granada, $14,500 


San Franctseo, May 15. 

(Drawing Population, 756,000) 
Weather: Unsettled 

Picture houses took it on the chin 
A general de- 
pression hit town, and coupled with 
au weak run of screen fare, it spelt 
zxloom. The combined total of the 
six leading houses is several “grand” 
under $100,000, and that's no busi- 
ness for Market street. 

Panic was still on at the Granada, 
but there were other surprises. One 
Was the sudden drop at the St. Fran- 
cis on the second week of “The Cir- 
cus.” Intake slipped about $6,000. 
Still in profit class, and has two 
more weeks to go. 

Another talking picture at the Em- 
bassy, “Tenderloin,” grossed a satis- 
factory week. California had “Street 
of Sin” and fared exceptionally 
well, considering general comment 
that Jannings was hopelessly mis- 
cast. 

“Wings” is still at the Colum*ia, 
and announcement of last two 
weeks caused business to spurt. 

Reports from surrounding towns 
indicate picture’ grosses are off 
everywhere in the state. Some of 
the towns have had a long period of 
depression, but in others the panic 
is just starting. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Warfield—“50-50 Girl” (Par) (2,- 
672; 35-50-65-90). Probably the 
weakest Bebe Daniels picture here 
in years; stage show and Rube Wolf 
helped hold business up; around 
$24,000 not bad, considering every- 
thing. 

California—‘“Street of Sin” (Par) 
(2,200; 35-65-90). Jannings’ picture 
hurriedly put in when “Drums of 
Love” (C. A.) took a brodie; at $18,- 
000 on first week, and nothing to 
complain about. 

St. Francis—‘“The Circus” (U. A.) 
(1,375; 35-65-90). About four weeks 
will be all for this Chaplin; second 
week dropped to around $15,000. 

Granada—“Three Sinners” (Par) 
(2,785; 35-50-65-90). Rated among 
Negri’s best but meant little to 
Market street mobs; lucky to reach 
$14,500; Publix stage show didn't 
draw. 

Embassy—“Tenderloin” and Vita. 
(W. B.) (1,367; 50-65-90). Strong 
for talkers in this town, evidenced 
by last week’s gross over that of 
“Ham and Eggs at the Front” (with- 
out talk) previous week; “Tender- 
loin” $13,700, and looks like three 
prosperous ones to follow. 

Columbia—“Wings” (Par) (1,700; 
50-$2). Road show clicking consist- 
ently; now in final week for total of 
six; last week close to $11,300; sate 
isfactory and leaving nice profit. 


2 Houses Top Seattle’s 
$12,500; ‘Drums,’ $7,000 


Seattle, May 15. 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 

Weather Fair 

First summer weather of the year 
kept ’em out into the open. Busi- 
ness held fairly good and Blue 
Mouse had big lines nightly for 
“Tenderloin.” This house has a 
large proportion of box seats at 756 
cents. It helps bring up the gross. 

“Drums of Love” was a horrible 
flop at the U. A. “Pan Americanna” 
idea and well balanced all around 
show at the Fifth Ave. made biz 

Signs are for general picking up 
here. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Seattle (W. C.-Pub.-Loew) (2,700; 
25-60) “The Inemy” (M-G). Buf- 
fano back as m. c. and given nice 
welcome; picture didn’t draw; en- 
tertaining Publix stage show, but 
slumped to $12,500. 

Fifth Ave. (W. C.) (2,700; 25-60) 
“Across to Singapore” (M-G). 
Opened strong with Jack Waldron 
as m. c.; nice business at $14,150. 

United Artists (W. C.-U. A.) (1,- 
900; 25-60) “Drums of Love” (U.A.). 
Couldn’t hear the drum beat and 
just couldn’t go; advertised as 
“Greatest Griffith since ‘Birth’,” but 
several phone calls indicated 
“Drums” sounded too martial and 
not liked; very slow; $7,000. 

Columbia (U.) (1,000: 25-50) 
“Good Morning, Judge” (U). Fast 
Denny comedy and a_ pleaser; 
slightly improved average trade; 
$4,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 50- 
75) “Tenderloin” and Vita (W. B.). 
Lines opening days until near mid- 
night; real business with $13,200. 

Pantages (1,500; 25-65) “A Girl 
in Every Port” (Fox). Picture title 
put in lights; novelty of many girl 
stars made hit; $6,500. 

President (Dutfy) (1,656; 275-$1.25) 
“The Bad Man” (Henry Duffy Play- 
ers). With Leo Carrillo as guest 
star, another great week; guest star 
idea looks okay here; $4,500. 


U'S “SEX APPEAL” 


Los Angeles, May 15. 


Romance” (Par.), and “The Siren” | 
(Col). All together, $3,500. | 
Neighborhoods settling down to 


t‘niverssl announces a_ picture 
ccomnpanionate marriage, 
“Stox Appeal.” 

will direct. 


Eirnest 
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8 VARIETY 


PICTURE | GROSSES 


Wednesday, May 16, 


MINUS ASH, ORIENTAL, 
CHI REVEALS MYSTERY 


Take-a-Chance Program Advertised After 2 Days, , 
Dix, $43,000—“We Americans” Weak at $14,000 | 


chien Good Films Hit Bad 


Chicago, May 15. 
Indications are that the departure 


of Paul Ash automatically ended W k i D 

the Oriental’s career as a big money ee in etroit | 

maker. Last week, the first without -— 

Ash, Oriental got only $34,000, de- Detroit, May 15. 

spite the biggest advertising and ' Weather Warm | THE NATION’S GATHERING 

Big bumps all around for a sec- PLACE 

production splurge the house has}. Straight week. Business in a 

ever had. {melancholy state all over town. One of the world’s foremost 
Ralaban & Katz took every pos- “Wings” flapped out Saturday af- hotels, The ARLINGTON at HOT 

sible precaution against the sudden |ter six weeks without establishing | SPRINGS, Arkansas, under the 

drop. Van and Schenck were head-j|any commendable mark after the able management of Mr. W. E. 

lined in the Publix unit and nojopening, which seems to be the Chester, and the Mecca of leaders 

passes were admitted during the !usual way of specials* in Detroit. in the social, sports, industrial and 

week, but the drive couldn't be Another to depart without get- financial worlds, employs a Meyer 

blocked. ting a deserved rise was “Dressed | Davis Orchestra to entertain its 
The week held a surprise in the/tg Kill” (Fox), the first outsider] justly discriminating patronage. 

sudden flop of “Take-a-Chance/|to play the United Artists. It start- Meyer Davis Orchestras are 

Week” at the Chicago. Previously }eq@ off with a low $14,900, battling qeard where celebrities gather. 

this idea has been surefire. After} some very warm weather, and 

playing the mystery show two days, | strengthened a bit last week to drop 

3. & K. were forced to advert-se | Jess than $1,590, which might be a ‘TENDERLOIN’ ON VITA, 

the complete bill in all papers. It|jlow mark in first and second week 

was considered a poor idea, any-| difference at the U. A. 

way, to book a Dix film here with-|  “Romona” had a speedy shove- $25, 000 IN BUFFALO 

out billing, as he rates ace high lo- 


off here Friday, 


doing $3,400,0n the 


eally. Wording of the revelation | gnening day and missing the house 
ads were graceful enough, indicat-|reeord (‘The Gaucho”) by about 
ing the show was “too good to keep | g999, Huge Gross “ Lateyette Sq. 
secret.” “Easy Come, Easy Go,” the} Michigan and Capitol, with “The 
film, managed to get an average! Last Command” and “Easy Come.| Last Week and Talking Fea- 
$ 3.000 with the belated start. Easy Go,” were about normal con- 

“We Americans,” at the Roose-| sidering prevalent conditions. Para- ture Held Over 
velt. fa‘led to show any possibilities | mounts in the three remaining Kun- 
with a low $14,000. It's noticed that] sky stands—Adams, Madison and 
& K. doesn't identify producers ! g¢3te—sentimental dab to impress Buffalo, May 15. 
of any films playing their houses |¢he par conventionalists (Drawing Pop., 590,000) 
other than Paramount, M-G-M, and “Mother Machree” is in its sixth Weather: Cool and fair 
First National, on whom they hold |/ang jast at the Washington after a Shea’s Buffalo and the Lafayette 
orizinal franchise. Otherwise Uni-| semi-final week. It's just about | 54¥are stood out head and shoulders 
versal’'s “Americans” got all the|y, Oriental im-|'? last week’s Buffalo picture busi- 


breaks the favorite son films get. 
Reviews were mildly favorable. 
“Sorrell and Son” completed four 
weeks of unsensational but reliable 
business at United Artists. Grosses 
declined on an even scale, classing 


breaking even now. 
proved slightly 
bad week, though 
seems a questionable cause. 


over the previous 
“So This Is Love” 


Estimates for Last Week 
Adams (Kunsky)—“Old Ironsides” 
(Par) (1st week) (1,700; 50-75). Far 


ness, 
loin,” 
ette, 


The big thing was “Tender- 
on Vitaphone, at the Lafay- 
which developed into a huge 
draw. Picture did so well it is held 
over. “Legion o; the Condemned,” 
at the Buffalo, turred in a good 


¥ the picture as the most reliable yet le : ak: | Week comparatively, but below ex- 
paying here. “Sorrell” closed to $13,000 pectations. Aside from this, takings 
$17.500 and could have been held. Arata at this house: boat film hae were at low ebb. 
First Chaney picture to make 4|hoq@ taste of Detroit before as spec; Estimates for Last Week 


weak showing in Chicago is “Laugh, 
Clown, Laugh.” It fell to $21,060 in 
its second week at MecVicker’s and 
was tuken off. 

Estimates for Last Week 


h.o.’ing this week. 

Capitol (Kunsky) — “Easy Come, 
Easy Go”-(Par) (3,448; 50-75). Fair 
week with’ $24,200; Dix brought 
some of it in. 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—*‘Legion of Condemned” (Par) ana 
vaudce. Picture received inevitable 
comparison with “Wings,” and while 
well spoken of did not seem to be 


Madison (Kunsky)—“Legion of able to get fully under way; $28,000. 
Played two days as “Take-a-|Condemned” (Par) (2a week)| Hip (Publix) (2,400; 50)—“Stand 
: ys (1,976; 50-75). Two weeks enough; Deliver” (Pathe) and vaude. 


Chance” bill forced to be advertised 

because of poor business: finished to 

average $43,000. 
McVicker’s 


(Publix) — “Laugh, 


not strong against “Wings” or by 
itself;_ $9,000 for final. 


Michigan (Kunsky)—“Last Com- 


Business simmered down here, with 
sross falling below average figure 
for past few weeks. Between $9,000 


Clown, Laugh” (M-G) (2,400: 50-75). mand” (Par) (4,100; 50-75). Jan-/and $10,000. 

; Although given good sendoff anda do- | 2!98s shunted into week stand with Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 35-50)— 
ing okay on first week, Chaney film | Stage stuff in special week; would|“Why Sailors Go Wrong” (Fox). 
dropped $5,000 to $21,000 in second have had better individual break House took terrific walloping, with 
week: pulled out. elsewhere and at anothier time; | business almost unbelievably low. 

Monroe (i?ox)—“Honor |!ouse okay with $39,000. | Starting with an opening Sunday of 
(Fox) (975: 50-75). Dailies gener- New Detroit cw hitney)—“Wings $1,000, takings varied from $500 to 
ally termed this dreary: not so hot | (Par) (5th week) (2,140; 50-$1.65).) $700 daily until closing Saturday, 
at $3.400. Sudden slide after two weeks; another $1,000. Under $6,000. 

Oriental (Publix) — “Fifty-Fifty |closed Saturday with less than $5,000 Lafayette Square (Indep) (3,400; 
Girl” (Par) (3,300: 35-75). Ash is in last week; matinees never ewort | 35-50) —"“Tenderloin” on Vita (War- 
gone and apparently took big grosses | é and location handicap; house dark | jners) and vaude. Feature unques- 
with him: Van and Schenck on t this week, with nothing definitely | tionably most satisfactory attraction 
stage in lavish production, and Bebe | booked. aan ; house has had in seasons. Held 
Daniels on screen let house slip tol Oriental (Miles)—“So This Is/over. $25,000 claimed. Enormous 
$2 000, |! ove” and Pan vaude (2,950; 25-90). | for this house. 

Orpheum (Warners)—"‘Powder My Took short jump to $11,000 for no Loew’s (Loew) (3,400; 35-50)— 
Back’ (CW, B.) (760: 50). Dissa tis- |? eason. “Laugh, Clown, Laugh (M-G-M) 

faction expressed with this comedy State (Kunsky)-——“Three Sinners’ }and vaude. Picture ran course 
because Irene Rich seen ok ~ seast | (Par) (3,000; 25-75). Finally break | which appears to characterize show- 
as flap type; under aver: $7,- | With picture of quality; not great,|/ings of film elsewhere. Opened to 
406. {but hig improvement for this house; | big Sunday, dropping off through 

Playhouse (Mindlin) — “Children | too bad r came at this time, as only | the middle of week, but showing 
of No Importance” (National) (600; | $13,000 résulted, fair return of strength at the end 
50-75). Actually of no importance United Artists (U. A.)—“Dressed|of the period. Between $9,000 and 
in comfortable though arty house; {to Kill” (Fox) (2d week) (2,000; 50- | $10,000. 

2 65). Comparatively better in second 

Ro-sevelt (Publix)—-“We Ameri-|and final week, but never | 26, 250 f ‘A 7 
cans” (U) (1,400: 50-60). Held over| reached click proportions; $13,500: ‘$ or mericans ; . 
in regular run house; $14,000 weak. ; “Remona,” current, opened big. 

State-Lake (Orpneum)—‘“Count of Washington (Fox)—‘“Mother State, St. L $19, 200 
Ten” (U) (2,500; 50-75). Better pic- chree”’-Movictone (5th week) (1,700; 
ture than usually here; Mexican! 35-50-65). About 50-50 break for Louls, May 15. 
Tipiea orchestra headlining vaude; | house with $4,500, but mammy film ibiianer Pop, 900,000) 
$19,000 above normal. sticking to hit six-week mark; pro- Weather: Cool 

be United Artists (U. A.)——“Sorrell | gram picture policy, one-weekers, With cool weather and only an 
and Son’ (U. A.) (1,702; $5-75).{| With ’Tone, beginning next weck. occasional warm night, the picture 
He theatres both downtown and in the 
weeks, dropping to 7,500 at close: Grand Boulevard district continue 
“Sadie Shompaon" (U. A.) in. Hollywood V Values to prosper. ee 

iat Los Angeles, May 15. Legit season is now a thing of the 

NEXT FOR TEAM A realty lecturer, discussing val- palaces will 
lave May amselve i 

After completing “Plastered in| Of a plot at the corner of Highland | worest Park and Charles Sinclair's 
Paris” for Fox, the comedy team |*#nd Santa Monica Boulevard in| Garden theatre gets going outdoors 

H of Sammy Cohen and Jack Pennick | Hollywood. It was bought by Mary|on the western fringe of St. Louis. 


next do a picture of a 
a six-day bicycle race. 


will 
about 


story | Pickford a few years ago for $7,900. 


Recently the actress refused $150,- 


Estimates for Last Week 
Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000: 35- 
65)—“We Americans” (U). Called 


“Paris” is expected to be finished proper splendid picture. Ed Lowry again 
within another week. Considerab! reclared, adding the player showed | with gem of stage production, ‘“Ro- 
delay was caused in the making of |! go0d judzment, as competent! man Nights”: $26,250. 
this picture when Sammy Cohen |#Uthority placed the value at a full Loew’s State (3,300; 25-35-65)— 

1 “Smart Set” (M-G). This’ Bill 


recently injured his foot while in a 
moment of off-clowning. 


will cost more than $1,000,000, 


WORSLEY ON “BURLESQUE” 


Durant. 


Haines picture and Nat Nazarro, Jr., 
as new m. c. brightened things up 
quite a bit at the State; $19,200. 


j “DEVILS” FINISHED Los Angeles, May 15. Missouri (Skouras) (3,800; 35-65) 

Angeles, May 15. Tiffany-Stah! signed Wallace Wor- 50-50 Girl” (Par). Bebe 

; F. W. Murnau has completed;sley te direct Belle Bennett in with 

shooting “Four Devils” for Fox. |“Queen of Burlesque,’ now being Fay will soon be at this theaters as 
Picture was 25 weeks in work and jadapted from the novel by H. R.|new m. c.: $17,000. 


Grand Central (Skouras) (1,700: 


Murnau’s next will be “Our Daily This will be the first of a series 50-75)—"The Silver Slave’ (W-B). 
Bread,” adapted from the play, j|of four pictures to be made by Tif- 
“The Mud Turtle.” Mary Duncan | fany-Stahl with Mrs, Bennett star- S amused goodly crowds at this 

ieatre, where Vita has become 
will play the lead. ring. mighty popular; $10,850. 


2 F. N.’s in Toronto 
Last Week Did Well 


Toronte, May 15. 
(Drawing Pop., 700,000) 
Weather: Fair, warm 
Richard Barthelmess got nearly all 
‘the money in a week. of beautiful 
sunshine when film patrons were 
flocking the golf links. 

It worked out at $8,700 on the first 
week of “Little Shepherd of King- 
dom Come” (FN) and $7,400 on the 
second week of “Patent Leather 
Kid” (FN) at the Regent. “Shep- 
herd” got the advantage of a fair 
surrounding stage show in a house 
that has been going for year, while 
“Kid” went into a house intermit- 
tently dark all season and had no 
surround.ng program. 

Pantages got top money for the 
week at $9,000 for “A Girl in Every 
Port” (Fox). This town likes its 
heroes rough, tough and nasty, so 
McLagan, Wolheim and Beery are 
sitting pretty. Nine thousand is 
about all the town will produce from 
now on except on a run picture. 
“Kfng of Kings” is the only thing of 
that nature now in sight. After be- 
ing booked into the Princess four 
times and pulled out just as often to 
make way for some legit road show 
“Kings” is in at last on a fair cam- 
paign at $1.50 top, with nothing ex- 
citing in the way of opposition. 
Looks like a couple of weeks to fair 
business. 

Tom Daley came back from vaca- 
tion down by the sea to see his Ti- 
voli take one on the jaw at.less than 
$4,000 for “Sporting Goods” (Par). 
One of the lowest grosses of the sea- 
son. He spots “Sadie Thompson” 
next, despite this UA film did poorly 
when played as a road show earlier 
in the season. “Ramona” (UA) is 
booked here and gettimg good ad- 
vance publicity. 

Jerry Shea continues to pay strict 
attention to his vaudeville while let- 
ting the Hippodrome pictures come 
as they please. Grosses are not difs- 
appointing, either. This week it was 
about $8,000 for “Her Summer 
Hero,” which got more radio plug- 
ging than it was worth. 

The fire that gutted the orchestra 
pit and front row seats in Loew’s 
made a cut in grosses there, but 
with Bernstein switching to the roof 
garden without missing a_ single 
show plenty was saved. Last week 
they got $8,200 with “Man and 
Woman” (MG), despite the censors 
cut into it. If it hadn’t meen for 
smart work on the watchman’s part 
Loew’s would not have a Toronto 
theatre just now, and if it hadn't 
been for smart work on Jules Bern- 
stein’s part that theatre wouldn’t 
have been open this week. Front of 
the house gives no indication that 
programs are in the roof garden, 
and time consumed in shooting the 
folks upsfairs is practically nothing. 

A travel picture, “Cape to Cairo,” 
slipped into Massey Hall, concert 
auditorium, but few people seemed 
to know it was there. 

Neighborhoods slipped badly and 
are beginning to double up on pro- 
grams for summer months. They are 
the hardest hit by daylight saving. 

tesult of doubling up is shooting a 
lot of cheap ones that never see the 
main stem. 

Jack Arthur worked up an excel- 
lent ballyhoo for “Take a Chance 
Week,” which opened to good spring 
biz Saturday. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Pantages (3,400; 30-60)—‘“Girl in 
Every Port” (Fox). Got $9,000, about 
average for dog days. Surrounding 
program fair and short stuff good. 

Uptown (FP) (3,000; 30-60)—‘“Lit- 
tle Shepherd of Kingdom Come” 
(FN). Did better than average for 
this time of year with $8,700 and 
broke into real money Saturday with 
coming of “Take a Chance Week.” 
No feature picture advertised. 

Loew’s (2,300; 30-60)—‘“‘Man and 
Woman” (MG). First full week 
since fire saw gross less than 20 per 
cent, down at $8,200, excellent,-all 
things considered. House itself 
likely dark for three weeks, with 
programs presented in Winter Gar- 
den. 

Hip (FP) 
Summer Hero.” 
one or leave it alone. 


(2,600; 30-60)—“Her 
You could take this 
Most of them 


left it alone. Vaude also. $8,000. 
Regent (FN)— ‘Patent Leather 
Kid” (1,400; 50-$1). Second week 


went about $7,200 and dark for bal- 
ance of summer. 

Tivoli (FP) (1,400; 30- 60)—“Sport- 
ing Good?’ (Par). Dix picture never 
got going and $4,000 better than it 
could do. One of lowest grosses for 
this house since Christmas. 


Dietz and Smith to 
Write All Cosmo Ads 


Los Angeles, May 15 

Cosmopolitan has discontinued its 
advertising department, in charge 
of Louis Reid. Company will throw 
the burden of writing all Cosmo- 
politan ads for the Hearst papers 
on Howard Dietz, in New York, and 
Pete Smith on the Coast. 

Number of pictures produced by 
Cosmopolitan does not warrant the 
expenditure of conducting an ad- 
vertising office, it is claimed. 


“SHOWDOWN,” $7,500: 
BAD WEEK IN MINN. 


Hennepin’s Terrible at $7,009 
—7th St. Worse at $3,000 


Minneapolis, May 15, 
(Drawing Pop., 450,000) 
Weather: Warm 


First warm and = summer-like 
weather of the season helped to pull 
out the props from under business 
that has been extremely shaky for 


some time. Grosses skidded to the 
lowest levels in months. Gloom 
everywhere along the rialto. 


Alone of all the houses, the Mine 
nesota made a respectable showing, 
But even at this new 4,100- -seater, 
the takings were under those of anye 
‘hing since its premiere. This, 
too, in spite of the fact that the pice 
ture, ‘‘Harold Teen,” was moderatee 
ly well liked and the stage show, 
Publix unit, “Tick Tock,” easily the 
best stage entertainment yet pree 
sented at this theatre. 

The-State, too, had corking 
stage show and a powerful and 
above-the-average picture, “The 
Showdown,” but the combination 
failed to pull. George Bancroft and 
Evelyn Brent, the stars, were exe 
pected to have considerable box- 
office power after the furore they 
created here in “Underworld” which 
packed the Garrick for two weeks, 
The general opinion is that “The 
Showdown,” while great stuff for 
the men folks, was too harrowing 
to suit the feminine fans. 

Norma Shearer’s “The Latest 
From Paris” proved light-weight 
entertainment for the Strand at 50¢ 
prices without any stage acts or 
show. It takes stronger screen fare 
than this to make them part with 
their half-dollar pieces here and 
trade was practically nil. 

. Hennepin-Orpheum had “Mid- 
night Madness” on the screen and 
an “all-girl revue” for its vaude- 
ville. Neither found much favor 
and this house, like the State, suf- 
fered terribly with its gross at 


rockbottom. 
Pantages’ pickings also were slim, 
despite pleasing picture, “Honor 


Bound,” and satisfactory vaudeville, 
The Seventh Street did next to 
nothing. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (F. & R.-Publix) (4,- 
100: 65)—‘“Harold Teen” (F.N.) and 
Publix unit, “Tick Tock.” First pic- 
ture other than Paramount or 
M-G-M at this house since opening. 
Moderately well liked. Stage show 
splendid. Around $25,000. Good. 

State (F. & R.-Publix) (2,500; 
60)—“The Showdown” (Par), stage 
show and Vita. All-around fine 
show, but feminine patrons failed 
to wax enthusiastic over feature 
picture and business suffered on 
this account and because of weather 
and generally bad conditions, About 
$7,500. One of poorest weeks. 

Strand (F. & R.-Publix) (1,500; 
50)—“Latest From Paris” (M-G). 
Too lightweight for box-office pow- 
er. Around $3,500. Bad. 

Lyric (F. & R.-Publix) (1,350; 35) 


—‘Wickedness Preferred” (F. N.). 
Satisfactory picture, but fans 
passed it up. About $1,300, Poor. 

Grand (F. & R.) (1,190; 25)— 
“Legion of Condemned” (Par). 


Second loop run for this fine pic- 
ture. Around $700. Moderately sate 
isfActory. 

Hennepin-Orpheum 
(2,890: 50)—“Midnight Madness” 
and all-girl show, including Harry 
Roger's review, Clara Howard on 
stage. Provoked little enthusiasm. 
Unpopular’. policy still hurting. 
About $7,000. Terrible. 

Pantages (Pantages) (1,600; 
50)—“‘Honor Bound” (Fox) 
vaude. Clever advertising of 
ture helped Saturday and Sunday 
opening. Trade dwindled during 
week, because of lack of real draw. 
Around $5,000. 


(Orpheum) 


25- 
and 


Seventh Street (Orpheum) (1,- 
400; 40)—“Trick of Hearts” and 
vaude. Panic is on. About $3,000. 


Pat Powers’ Problem 


Until the Western Electric tie-uP 
of talkies is more thoroughly de- 
fined, Pat Powers is up in the air 
as to whether or not his own talkie 
device will be able to make its 
debut with that of “The Wedding 
March.” 

The epic on which Von Stroheim 
shot so many miles of film during 
the past few years and which Pow- 
ers has backed to a_ substantial 
point will make its bow under the 
Paramount banner in August. 

Pagamount’s accepting the West- 
ern Electric contract would seem, 
according to Powers, to throw 4 
monkey wrench in the talkie device 
that will accompany the picture. 


CHAPLIN STARTS NEXT WEEK 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

Charles Chaplin and his staff of 

writers are putting the finishing 

touches on his new story, which 


goes into production next week. 
Myrna 


Kennedy is the 


lead, 


inine 


pic-- 
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Fox’s Comedy Short Film Will Be 


~ Replaced by Movietone Subjects 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Movietone will take the plage of 
eomedies on the Fox short sub- 
ject program next season. The 
entire comedy department, including 
writers, directors and executives 
has been disbanded, with some 150 
people going off the payroll. , 
It had been the intention of the 


Fox organization to close up the. 


comedy lot several months ago. A 
geries of Van Bibber comedies had 
to be completed and that job is now 
done. 

As Movietone subjects will not b 
ready for release early in the 28-29 
season, the Fox organization will 
get rid of the comedy stuff turned 
out during the past four months. 
Then, toward the end of the year, 
the Movietone subjects will start 
and are to be the only short mat- 
ter released. 

George Marshall, supervisor of 
the comedy department for about 
five years, will leave the organiza- 
tion, it is said, and possibly join the 
Pathe ranks on the Sennett lot. 

Billy West, directing the short 
ones, has been added to the staff 
of Ben Jackson, who is head of the 
Movietone department. Andy Rice, 
out of the comedy branch, is also 
in this department as a story con- 
Structor and supervisor. 


Malloy’s Murderer Known 


San Diego, May 15. 
Although the slayer of J. C. Mal- 
foy, assistant manager of the Cali- 
fornia theatre here, has been identi- 
fied as James Durant, alias Ralph 
Hill, no trace of the escaped killer 
has been found the past eight d-ys. 
Claud Bean, whose name was 


mentioned in early stories of the| . 
‘production of “Broadway” for Uni- 


shooting, was cleared of suspicion 
when the police learned that at the 
time Malloy was shot, Bean was in 
a northern city. Asserted identifica- 
tion of Bean’s photograph was made 
by a visitor in Malloy’s office a 
short time after the tragedy. 

Search for Durant continues. He 
is said to have the words, “true 
love" tatooed on the knuckles of 
his hands. 

Malloy’s body has been sent to 
Allentown, Pa., his home, for burial 
and the body of O. A. Morrisey, 
companion of Durant, shot to death 
as he tried to escape, was taken in 
charge by his widow, who accom- 
panied it to Los Angeles. 


PRIZES FOR SALESMEN 


Stahl’s Offer To T-S Sellers With 
Best Sales Record 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Join M, Stahl, general produc- 
tion manager of Tiffany-Stahl stu- 
dios, is offering six personal prizes 
to the Tiffany-Stahl salesmen all 
Over scoring the highest mark of 
Sales for the 1928-29 product. 

First prize ig $1,000 in cash and 
the others to be jewelry. 

This was announced at the west- 
ern sales convention held at the 
Ambassador Hotel, where all T-S 
branch managers west of Denver 
gathered. 


Shoot Canadian Film on 
Prince of Wales’ Ranch 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Universal will loan Barbara Kent 
to play in “Retribution,” to be pro- 
duced by British Canadian Pictures, 
Ltd. Films will be made in Canada, 
with most of the scenes on the 
Prince of Wales’ ranch in Alberta. 
Neal Hart, former Hollywood di- 
rector and later with British Na- 
tional, will direct and also play the 
male lead. All other members of 
the cast will be Canadians, 


TITLE WRITER ELEVATED 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
Tay Garnett, DeMille writer and 
former title writer for Mack Sen- 
nett, has been promoted to director. 
= the megaphone on 
e ‘ele 
Pathe. rity,” being made by 


-Harlan Burned Up 


By Divorce Suit 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Kenneth Harlan, screen actor, 
burned up plenty when for the sec- 
ond time he came to testify in 
Judge Valentine’s court in connec- 
tion with the divorce suit of Albert 
Preston Henry, Detroit millionaire, 
against Gertrude Virginia Preston. 
Harlan on the witness stand de- 
clared he intended to file civil ac- 
tion for slander and criminal action 
for perjury against three witnesses 
in the case. Judge Valentine or- 
dered Harlan’s statement stricken 
out of record on the grounds that it 
had no bearing on the case. 

Mrs. Henry is charged by her 
mate with infidelity. Although Har- 
lan is not named as co-respondent, 
it was alleged by several witnesses 
that he had been seen in the com- 
pany of Mrs. Henry. 

Harlan made a denial of the 
charges and declared he was sick 
and tired of being dragged into the 
case. 

When Harlan’s name was first 
mentioned Judge Valentine cau- 
tioned the principals in the suit 
against using Harlan’s name with- 
out cause. 


YOUNG LAEMMLE’S ‘B’WAY’ 


Youngest Supervisor on 
Special for Universal 


Super- 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., the youngest 
production supervisor, will super- 
vise the forthcoming super-special 


versal. 

He will have complete charge of 
transferring the stage play to the 
screen in addition to supervising 
the third series of the “Collegian” 
pictures, of which he is responsible 
for producing the first two. - 

In addition to the “Collegian” 
series, this young executive has “We 
Americans” and “Lonesome” to his 
credit. 


John Nelson Accused by 


Girl of Atrocities 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Police are seeking John Nelson, 
Hollywood writer and actor, on 
charges preferred by Jean Weston, 
film extra, his former sweetheart. 
He is charged with kidnaping, tor- 
turing and holding Miss Weston 
captive in an out-of-the-way cabin. 
His atrocities were climaxed, ac- 
cording to the.story told the police, 
when he strapped her to a bed and 
scratched an obscene word on her 
stomach. 

Jealousy was the ascribed motive 
for Nelson’s cruelty. 

Nelson at one time headed the Do- 
minion Film Corp. and is the author 
of “The New Disciple.” He was in- 
dicted by the grand jury which lis- 
tened to the girls’ story. 


7 in 7 Months 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Lon Young has returned to the 
Coast and will make seven more 
features for Chesterfield Produc- 
tions, 

Young, with the assistance of 
Burton King, will try to turn out 
the seven pictures in as many 
months, 


LEATRICE JOY AS “PIONEER” 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

Leatrice Joy has finished “The 
Bellamy Trial” for M-G-M and will 
take a month’s vacation touring 
Canada and the east. 

Upon her return it ig believed she 
will accept the offer to play the 
titie role in ‘‘The Pioneer Woman,” 
to be produced by D. W. Griffith for 
United Artists. C. B. DeMille had 


Miss Joy in mind for this role when 
he considered making the picture | 
last year, 


HELD MEG 


Wm. DeMille, ‘Crosland, Slo- 


AND 


COAST Ensistent Rumors of Some Stanley 


man, Blackton and W. E.. 


Experts Informally Talk 
and Answer Questions on 
Sight and Sound—Sug- 
gested That One Director 
Have Thorough Authority 


in Making Talking Fea-. 


ture Subject 


MANY ANGLES ARISE 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

William DeMille, stage and screen 
writer and director, seemed to put 
his finger on the hot-spot of the 
discussion being conducted by the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences regarding the mastery 
of the new devices for sound re- 
production and the hest way to ap- 
proach them from the viewpoint of 
the writer and director. 

“Will not the solution of 
problem of how to approach this 
new form of entertaimment, these 
sound device pictures, lie in increas- 
ing the action so that the natural 
use of language will be reduced but 
that speech will be heard whenever 
we see the lips move?” asked De 
Mille. 

It was near the close of the third 
session devoted by the Academy to 
the discussion and the speaker was 
addressing the directors’ branch 
after a dinnér in the association's 


headquarters in Hollywood held the | 


evening following the session of the 
technicians, which in turn had suc- 
ceeded by a week that of the 
writers, 

“There will be a dearth of speech 
and lots of business,” was the terse 
comment of Edward Sloman. ‘We 
probably can build a story like that 
of a stage play we know where not 
a word was spoken for 15 minutes.” 

DeMille had been an attentive 
listener during nearly two hours 
that the discussion had occupied. 
He had listened to Fred W. Beetso: 
describe the foreign film situation 
and Alan Crosland talksof the 
making of some of the Vitaphone 
subjects. Others who had spoken 
were Nathan Levinson, J. S. Ward, 
and Hartley C. Humphreys, Western 


this | 


| 


icritie for “The Journal,” loc al daily, | I.os Al 


Electric experts, and Albert W. De | 


Sart, assistant to Roy Pomeroy. , 
Much of the discussion on the 
part of the experts was technical, as 
it had to be in answering questions 
shot at them from the diners. It 


| 


| 


was in recognition of this that De | 


Mille remarked in the course of his 
talk when he referred to “this de- 
vice, which the director is supposed 


to know but can’t possibly under- | 
P y novels, and [ think the 


stand.” 
Levinson brought a word of cheer 
to the directors when he declared 


in opening that “This new form is | 


a reality and contains nothing to be 
feared from the standpoint of the 
director or as a form of entertain- 
ment.” 

“There have 
least two perfect scripts,” continued 
Levinson, “scripts that actually 
worked right through the talking 
sequences without having retakes. 
I am sure you will all be agreeabls 
surprised within the next six weeks 
with our six-reel ‘talkie.’”’ 

Levinson was referring to 
Lion and the Mouse,” which I:ter 
was stated to be complete as to 


dialog, 


” 


| conditions, 


TALKER 


Move with K-A-0 or Fox Circuit 
RR. Men Predict 207 tine of the 


T ° t | f C | of some description, for the Stane 
ouris ncrease or al. ley Company to deal with either 
— Keith-Albee-Orpheum or the Fox 
chain. Denials are issued when any 
executive of the Stanley Company 
is approached, but the rumors are 
repeated by important people, who 
seem to speak with authority. 
Monday a story was around that 
a kFox-Stanley deal for joint theatre 
operation would be reached before 
the end of this week. Denied. 
Another is that there have been 
close overtures between the Stan- 
ly group and K-A-O, with a likli- 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
With railroad tourist excursion 
rates becoming effective this week, 
passenger departments of the three 
trunk lines entering California 
claim that the Los Angeles area 
will have between 15 and 20. per 
eent more tourists arriving in the 

initial period than ever before. 
The Santa Fe will run 21 sec- 
tions out of Chicago on its vari- 
ous trains the first day, Southern 


Pacific will bring 16 andthe Union | "ood that with =the impending 

Pacifie 12. changes in the K-A-O. direction, 

The tourists brighten theatre | that deal has a very good 
chance. Denied. 


business here during .the summer. 
; That the Stanley Company is out 


for a theatre operator rather than 
for any other purpose in annexing 
a chain merger seents to be gene- 
rally believed. Not denied. 


40 Publixs Wired 


Sam Katz states that 40 of Pub- . ee 
lix’s key houses will be wired for . 

Movietone by Jan. 1, 1929. ‘ New Whitehall Boss 
It is indicated that with the 

standardization of the talker appar- 2 
atus, the product will not be re- 
stricted to any one make but Movie- 


tone, Vitaphone, Photophone, Firna- 


tone, and the other tones and phones Films, 
will be booked if the subjects are | firm, with Adelqui Miller, chief of 


of a sufficiently attractive calibre. | production, now in control of the 
| company, 

Whitehall was the first British 

flotation under the Quota Bill and 


Clara K. Young Draws; has Sir VIasil Clarke as its chair- 
Slaps Hollywood Films ™2.. The latter will make no 


| statement*’as to the company's fu- 
Minneapolis, May 15. 


ture. 
Clara Kimball Young proved thar 


she still has a real old-time box _ . 
“STILL” BOYS GET WISE 


office punch as far as this town is 
Los Angeles, May 15. 


concerned. While the movie and 
Studio staff portrait and still pho- 
weather conducive to motoring ete tographers eid getting wise to the 
advare, | racket of building up a rep by em- 
and in the face of generally adverse | pogcing, or imprinting, their name 
Miss Young drew &P-! across the face of all photographs 
proximately $9,000 into the Shubert, 
turned out. 
This was forced on them by the 


appearing in person as a Bainbridge 
Players’ (dramatic stock) guest star . 
(ere guest of the general run of fan 
magazines which will not accept 


in “The Constant Wife.” Prices 
wer ilte 1.5 
e tilted to $ . 0 for the entire portraits without the name of some 
lower floor and 75c for the balcony, | — “ 
recognized photographer. 
the highest ever charged at this : 
‘ rhe new practice is creating a 
theatre. The week was by far the 
depression of business among the 
best of the present season and one| ,, 
of the biggest ever for stock here 
“tact fabulous prices for the same 
work. 


London, May 16. 
Charles Lapworth and Nathaniel 
Pogson, joint managing directors of 


One of the critics called attention to 
Miss Young’s stoutness, and this 
also provoked considerable com- 
ment among the patrons. 

C. K. Y. esgayed the role of film 


F. N.’s Talker Studio 
Ansel 15, 
Enemy,” this} Ralph istunt pro- 
looking the} duction manager for First National, 
picture over in the projection room.|iS ¢n route to the coast to install 
The manner in which Miss Youne|@ Finnatone Studio at the Durbank 
treated the picture and spoke of plant. 


ind reviewed “The loucher, uss 


week’s State offering, 


JEFF McCARTHY APPEALING 


Druhan, in DBrook- 

Iyn Supreme Court, last week, re- 
as sae jected the motion for a new trial 

backs’ for their 

utetion:.” proposed by attorney’s for J. J. Mc- 


|}Carthy in the anto accident suit i 


Miss Young -began her review “a 
cared to 


films generally is not likely to in-| It will record sounds to accom 
crease her popularity in Hollywood | Pany First National future produc- 
or the movie colony. j ions. 

“IT really don't like most 


never read ‘yellow back’} 
| Justice C. J. 
movies toduy 


ire depending almost solely upon! 


those same ‘yellow 


Miss Young conceded that the! whic a verdict = 
12100 
|picture, as a whole, “quite im-| $100, 100, ful damages, in favor o 
pressed me.” Later, however, she } Henrietta Vought, stenographer, 


j have a good time at the start was 


‘We can record either on the filrn | 


or on the wax,” went on Levinson. 


jhave always 


“We have learned that there must | 


be some one king pin on the pic- 
ture if we are to have intelligent 
direction. If we have one director 
who can speak with authority as to 
what is said and done, it will be a 
good picture, 

Nothing to Worry Over 


“This type of production is some- 
(Continued om page 42) 


S¢ S ras 
been developed at|' 1id she was “much 


before whom the orig- 


inal trial took place, expressed no 


disappointed” Druhan, 


in the first part of the picture. “It nae 
drags interminably,” she declared. opinion and McCarthy will appeal 
‘The gaiety is forced and unnatural from his decision. 

—-and much too Hollywoodish for ————— 


Vienna.” 

Further. along in the review, Miss 
Young said she supposes she {fs 
supercritical because of her years 
in the films. 

‘I did feel everyone's attempt to 


“GREASE PAINT” FOR DOG 
Los Angeles, Muy 19d. 
M-G-M_ will use the title of 
“Grease Paint” for its next dog pic- 
ture featuring Flash, This title was 
announced some time ago by Uni- 
versal, which intended making the 
story a special with Conrad Veidt 
conceals art, starring. It has sine temporarily 
believed, This was abandoned the plan to produce it 
forced. . . . When they begin to 
act natural and forget their forced 
gayety in this picture, the whole 
thing is much better. 


very unnatural,” 
Young. “True art 


continued Miss 


ENDORSE HAYS 
Los Angeles, May 165. 
“Some of the unnaturalness lies in At the quarterly meeting of the 
the Hollywood atmosphere they try| Assuciation of Motion Iicture Pro- 
to pass off for Vienna. . . . Some! dticers, Cecil DeMille presiding, a 
of the comedy seems forced, almost| resolution was introduced and 
burlesqued, to me. I do think | adopted commending Wil! H. Hays 


‘The Enemy’ is not a bad picture.”|on his work on the French quota 
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Amateur Road Show 
Exploitation Outfit Exhibits im N. Y. 


‘Eastman Kodak’s touring 16 mm. 
roadshow came into New York at 
Horace Mann Hall, 120th street and 
Broadway, is currently at Town 
Hall, on 43d street, until May 17 and 
naturally, is an out and out plug for 
the undersized Eastman movie 
product. It’s an hour and a half 
show comprising short’ subjects 
which may be rented, or bought, 
from Kodascope Libraries, a 14- 
minute screen discourse on how to 
use the Cine Kodak and concluding 
with a three-reel feature made by 
the Rochester Community Players, 
at present the Theatre Guild of the 
amateur cinematographers. 

Giving three performances daily, 
Friday night’s (May 11) nine o’clock 
uptown audience was 50 per cent. 
youngsters, with the small hall pos- 
sibly three-quarters full. An an- 
nouncer goes with the 400-foot reels 
which unwound on two of the new 
Kodak 16m. projectors with the 
master of ceremonies and “booth” 
operator in tuxedos, Admittance by 
invitation and first come first served 
on location, 

Sea Lions 

A short verbal description of the 
purpose of the demonstration was 
immediately followed by three min- 
utes of a Kodascope Library item on 
“Trained Sea Lions” (Bray-Pathe), 
reduced down from standard (35m.) 
size as a three-minute example of 
what the parlor operator can have 
on his home program. 

Following this came more talk 
trailed by “Making the Most of 


14 minutes for this subject. Cine- 
.graphs, more library material, had 
“School Pals,” a monkey comedy, 
for 12 minutes. Another reel re- 
duced from standard size. 


* Additional conversation and then 
into the feature, “Fly Low Jack and 
the Game,” story. directed, 
cameraed and acted by the Roches- 
ter amateurs in 1,200 feet, on three 
400-foot spools, the equivalent of 
3,000 feet of standard film. The dual 
projectors ran it off in 32 minutes, 
about normal for a three-reeler in 
any theatre. Latter production, 
which a pamphlet states cost $1.35 
outside of the raw stock, displays 
what the serious minded amateur 
ean do if desiring to write and then 
carry out a scenario, 
Stimulator 


Not much question that this East- 
man bid for additional 16m. circula- 
tion is an interesting and informa- 
tive 90 minutes for the amateurs 
with the feature most creditable 
from all angles. Snickers greeted 
some of the histrionics of the un- 
knowns, but the camera work is 
high grade and the story surpasses 
many yarn that Hollywood's pov- 
erty row turns out. Mrs. H. A. Glea- 
son is credited as having directed. 


Eastman has had this “roadshow” 
out since last fall touring the coun- 
try and giving free demonstrations 
with a lecturer. Reports are that it 
has been successful in stimulating 
interest. The small screen carried 
the EK trademark on top and at 


Your Scenic Kodak,” explaining over| one side, on a table, was grouped 


and under-exposed negative, the 


the various types of projectors, 


proper angles to take pictures and 


cameras and equipment, all East- 


the necessity of a slow “pan.” Just man. 


“Viking Ship” Will 


Be Made in Norway? 


Car) S. Clancy leaves for Holly- 
wood this week where he hopes to 
engage Frank Lloyd to direct “The 
Viking Ship,” to be made in Nor- 
way this summer. Work will begin 
near Oslo, Norway, July 1. 

Clancy has $10000 to work with 
the Epic Picture Corp., having been 
formed to make and handle the pic- 
ture. Scandanavian business men 
of New York and Chicago put up 
the money. 

Emmet Crozier is working on the 
gseenario. Johan Bull, Norwegian 
artist, has spent the past six months 
in research to have the picture his- 
torically authentic. The Norway 
Government will co-operate. 

It is planned to handle the picture 
when finished on a road show basis. 
Clancy, producer of Will Rogers 
travelogues, has heretofore released 
through Pathe. 


CARTOONISTS’ EXHIBIT 


Los Angeles, May 15. 


The Cartoonists, organization of 
65, who do comic work which sqme- 
times reaches the screen, are holding 
their first exhibit at the California 
Art Club, Barnesdall Park, this 
month. 

Among some of those who have 
exhibits are: George McManus, Bert 
Levy, Tom MacNamara, Charlie 
Plumb, Martin Justice, George Her- 
riman, Don Herold, Bill Wheeler, V. 
W. Vreeland, Gene Ahern, Robert 
Day, Carl Moon, Ted Cook, Tom 
Wood, Billy Cam, Fred Fox, Sol 
Moss, Walter Sinclair. 


ELINOR LECTURING 


Los Angeles, May 16. 
After completing original 
stories for Paramount Elinor Glyn 


left here for New York. 

While she has made no definite 
plans, it is understood that Miss 
Glyn contemplates going on a lec- 
ture tour this fall. 


PARTY COASTBOUND 


Mr. and Mrs. Hal Roach, J. 
Robert Rubin, Paul Bern, Norma 
Shearer and Irving Thalberg left 
New York Tuesday, bound for Los 
Angeles, 


COSTUMES 
FOR HIRE 


PRODUCTIONS 
EXPLOITATIONS 
PRESENTATIONS 


Limiting Shorts 
To 174 for 4 Cos. 


Los Angeles, May 165. 
Paramount, M-G-M, Pathe and 
Educational will jointly curtail pro- 
duction of shorts for 28-29 a total of 
48 releases. This will leave’ 174 
shorts to be handled by the four 
different organizations. 

Between $20,000-$30,000 will be 
production cost average. 


Prison Birthday Party 


San Francisco, May 165. 
Dorothy Mackaye, serving a term 
in San Quentin for alleged com- 
plicity in the slaying of her hus- 
band, Ray Raymond, celebrated her 
29th birthday and was given a spe- 
cially baked cake made by other 
women inmates, 

Reports from the prison indicate 
Miss Mackaye is taking on weight 
and has given up all thought of re- 
turning to the stage. 


Hurley, Wampas Pres 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

Harold Hurley, first vice-presi- 
dent of the Wampas, will succeed 
Mark Larkin as president of the 
organization, 

Larkin resigned after he was ap- 
pointed western editor of the “Pho- 
toplay” magazine. 

Hurley is with Paramount. 


McCarthy’s Denial 


Charles FE. McCarthy, Paramount's 
publicity director, wired Variety 
from the Coast to deny that he had 
dismissed Isiah Shayne on com- 
plaint of Mordaunt Hall, picture 
critic of the New York “Times.” 
McCarthy stated Shayne had been 
given his notice before the Hall 
matter came up. 


CULBERTSON COMING BACK 
Los Angeles, May 125. 


Ernest Culbertson, a member of 
'Paramount’s authors’ council, is re- 
turning to New York. 

Both parties were unable to agree 
on the terms of a long contract. 
Culbertson was out here three 
months. 


U-VEILLER SUIT PUT OFF 
Bridgeporrt, Conn., May 15. 
At the request of both parties, the 
suit brought by Universal against 
Bayard Veiller, playwright author, 
has been indetinitely postponed. 
Universal seeks $5,000 for breach 
of contract. Suit was to have been 
jheard in Superios Ceurt, May 1& 


MARTHA VAUGHN 


The Irish Nightingale 
They say good P. D.’s are hard to 


find. It isn’t so. Miss Vaughn was 
found by Paul Oscard and hasn’t 
lost a week in 2 years. What a find 
for a show. 


Mascot’s Lineup 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Nat Levine is at the head of Mas- 
cot Pictures Corp., with production 
headquarters at the Metropolitan 
studios. Ben Schwalb, formerly 
studio manager at Universal, has 
been appointed production manager. 
Firm plans to make three serials 
for the independent market this 
year and five next year. First of 
this year’s series will go into pro- 
duction in two weeks, with Shirley 
Mason and Johnny Walker fea- 
tured. Richard Thorpe will direct. 


V. Stroheim Asks Powers 


Release to Direct Gloria 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

H. E. Edington, business manager 
for Eric Von Stroheim, is in New 
York conferring with Pat Powers 
to obtain . release, or promise, from 
the latter which will enable the 
director to megaphone for Gloria 
Swanson on her next picture, to 
be made at FBO studios. 

Powers holds a contract which 
prohibits Von Stroheim from work- 
ing for anyone else until he has 
fulfilled a contract with the former 
t make an additional picture. Pow- 
ers, it is said, has been reluctant 
to permit Von Stroheim to work for 
anyone else, or even to inform the 
latter when his next production will 
begin. Miss Swanson is said to have 
purchased a story from Von Stro- 
heim with the latter having agreed 
to completely direct it within 12 
weeks. This is an unusual promise 
for Eric; his average shooting time 
being never less than 26 weeks, and, 
he has run to almost 100 weeks, 


Colvin Brown, Pathe V.-P. 


An official announcement sched- 
uled to come this week will men- 
tion that J. J. Murdock will, con- 
tinue as Pathe’s president and more 
especially the fact that Colvin 
Brown has been permanently ele- 
vated to the vice-presidency of 
Pathe. 

‘It is officially learned that the 
state of “friendly relationship” ex- 
istent between the two companies 
will continue and that Joseph P. 
Kennedy from time to time will 
continue to act in an advisory ca- 
pacity, 


Bill Halligan on Fox Lot 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Bill Halligan has gone to New 
York, en route to Europe. He ex- 
pects to return in September. 

In Hollywood, Halligan, comedian 
from vaude and shows, will join the 
Fox staff, devoting his attention to 
spotting holes in stories prior to, 
during and after production, 


-L. A. TON. Y. 


Winfield Sheehan. 
Janet Gaynor. 
Bill Halligan. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Sol Wurtzel. 
Jack Ford. 
Lew Seiler. 
Jack White. 
Pauline Starke. 
Evelyn Brent 
Phyliss Haver 
Harry Pollard. 
Robert Rubin. 
Hal Rvach 
Irving Thalberg 
Norma Shearer 
Greta Nissen. 


New York Chatter 


The out-of-town critics have be- 
gun their spring trek to Broadway. 
Fritz Blocki is due from Chicago 
this week. Virginia Dale is here. 
Also Nelson Budd and Philip Hale. 

Dorothy Herzog’s column of 
movie chatter made a one-day ap- 
pearance in its old spot, the “Mir- 
ror.” It is syndicated by Premier 
and is going to the “Evening Jour- 
nal,” with Regina Crewe returning 
to the morning tabloid. 

Rose Pelswick, “Journal” film re- 
viewer, has been ill. 

Now that the French style phones 
have gotten into every home, pro- 
ducers are using trick doorknobs 
to establish foreign atmosphere in 
the pictures. The doors are worked 
with long handles instead of the 
native big round knobs. 

Ralph Spence has flooded the 
dailies with mimeographed state- 
ments that gag-titles are dead. 
Bob Coleman, “Mirror” dramatic 
critic, seriously played up his re- 
cent election to a chorus girls’ gag 
“Futility Club.” 

A femme film star recently gave 
her press agent fits by analyzing 
the loving technique of every fel- 
low in Hollywood. 

Newspaper boys assigned to cover 
the convention already are going in 
training on southern “corn.” 
When Louella O. Parson’s name 
was mentioned at a recent news- 
paper gathering, Camilla Horn 
wanted to know who she was. 

I. H. Shain, canned from Para- 
mount, has sold an original for 
$1,200 since joining the indies. 

The rawest one yet pulled on the 
radio came over from one of the 
little late stations this week. A 
bootlegger slipped in his address 
and phone number with the tip-off, 
“$2.50 for the white stuff.” 

The movie reviewers were 
squawking because they had to sit 
on the floor for Paul Ash's opening 
at the Paramount. 

A former opera singer is now 
night cashier in a 46th street coffee 
pot. 
Thyra Sampter Winslow, just 
back from the coast, is making 
them laugh with descriptions of 
certain house furnishings. 

The Burton Davises have taken 
an open country house. 

Jean Hersholt is the first star to 
hit town with frank admission that 
he has a child 12 years old. : ® 
The syndicate photographers got 
the snappiest fashion layouts of the 
season from Lily Damita. 

Several local dailies have a Holly- 
wood scandal story all in type and 
waiting to break. 

A son arrived at the Thomas 
Cravens. Mrs. Craven is Aileen St. 
John Brenon, of “Pietureplay,” and 
Uncle Herbert’s niece. 

Movie tea parties have developed 
into consistent flops. Two were 
thrown last week without even 
hinting at the old-time space re- 
sults. Gin cocktails and no pres- 
ents are the current economy order. 


Tipping off Coast 


The local p. a.’s have the Coast 
tipped that no picture people should 
leave Hollywood on a day which 
would bring them into New York 
later than Wednesday morning. 
The Monday, Tuesday and Wednes- 
day arrivals can make the rotos and 
the Sunday sections as well as the 
dailies, doubling space results. 


Chaperones For Stars 


The chaperonage system has got- 
ten so tough in New York that it 
has become impossible to talk to a 
Visiting picture star. Day and night 
press agents are on duty. 

They tuck the stars in bed at 
night and wipe the egg off their 
chins after breakfast, it seems. They 
even are chaperoned to theatres and 
clubs. 

The impression prevails that if 
left alone the stars might take a 
drink and start muttering. Inter- 
views arranged for the press also 
have the nursemaids in the fore- 
ground. The press agent. stands 
back of the interviewer’s chair and 
gives the star dirty looks if things 


{threaten to loosen up. 


The system has made “interviews” 
so conventional and_ stereotyped 
they seldom afford anything human 
enough to get into print. 


When Lily Came tn 


When Lily Damita arrived on the 
“Berengaria” the ship news boys 
went overboard to a man. Lily had 
neglected to buy before the bar 
| closed. Nevertheless, the gang col- 
; lected in her cabin and wouldn't 
leave. 

s A musi 


cul show producer on the 


same boat had stocked up for the 
boys. But they passed up the lay. 
out, The producer gamely crashed 
Lily’s salon and brought along the 
refreshments. 

Lily’s mamma was in evidence 
and requested that she be photo. 
graphed beside her baby. The boys 
politely put on their old platelesg 
camera routine. 


Ash’s Big Reception 

The Ritz reception to Paul Ash 
last week was the most elaborate 
the town has seen, running close to 
a five grand nut. Aside from the 
torment of the song-boys over who 
was and who was not invited, the 
affair flopped from the publicity 
angle, 

Out of the drove of newspaper 
people invited, only two or three 
showed. They got the free refreshe 
ments but reneged on the write-ups, 


An Angle? 

The Milton C. Work Technicolor 
bridge lessons carry a credit line 
to the U. S. Playing Card Com- 
pany on the Capitol programs. Dur- 
ing the last 20 years card sales 
have increased 1,000 per cent. Bridge 
is blamed. Decks cost 10 cents to 
produce, The trust controls al! but 
one small card printing company. 


Reviewers and Punkies 

The report is circulating that pic- 
ture reviewers are walking on pun- 
kies. Nevertheless; the writers are 
beefing at the Hippodrome checking 
system. Rain or shine, a press agent 
parks in the lobby all Monday af- 
ternoon, He can’t help noticing 
whether they come late or leave 
early. He is known to have com- 
mented to one of the flaps on tardi- 
ness, 


Cat-fight Happened 

When a new Hollywood chatter 
writer left for the Coast bets were 
laid along Broadway that cat-fights 
would precipitate a change within 
three months. The change came 
through, attributed to the cause 
suspected, and the bets were paid. 

But after the dough had passed 
over the bars, the femme was re- 
assigned to her original job. The 
payers are burning. 


Studio at Salt Lake 


Salt Lake, May 6. 

Pioneer Film Co, will build a new 
studio on the edge of the Sugar- 
house district near the base of the 
Wasatch Mountains. 

The first picture to be made by 
Pioneer will be “The Exodus,” a 
story of the Mormon pioneers. The 
second will be “The Malamute Kid.” 


Kissing Rent Collector 
Beats Girl’s Lawsuit 


Seattle, May 15. 

Esther Livesley, 18, former film 
extra, failed in her attempt to col- 
lect $5,000 from J. B. Shepherd, 
wealthy Rainier realtor, for kisses 
she alleged he stole from her. 

Judge John A. Frater, of Superior 
Court, after a five-minute hearing 
of the case, dismissed the action. 

From the stand, Miss Livesley 
charged that Shepherd kissed her 
several times against her will when 
he cailed io collect the rent in Jane 
uary. She declared he chased her 
around the table, seized her and 
made her sit on his lap. 

Shephard denied her statement 
He said he had called but, on the 


contrary, the “would-be Theda 
Bara” rather encouraged him to 
romance, vhich he admitted he did. 


DeMille Making Plays 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

“Craig’s Wife” and “Celebrity” 
will be the next pictures to go into 
production at the Pathe-DeMille 
studios, 

William DeMille will direct the 
former while Lina Basquette and 
Robert Armstrong are assigned to 
“Celebrity.” 

Production on both will start this 
month, 


Simultaneous Start 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Richard Barthelmess and his neW 
bride returned from Honolulu of 
the same boat as Colleen Moore and 
her parents. Both stars will begin 
work on their next First National 

pictures the same day, May 21. 
Barthelmess starts “Out of the 
Ruins,” John Francis Dillon direct 
ing, and Miss Moore inaugurates 


“Oh Kay,” Mervyn LeRoy directing: 
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RALLIES 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 


T0 21: 


FOX NEAR SOARS 


Inside Dealings in KLO Issues Reflect Deal—Talk- 


ing Picture Connections Figure in Fox and War- 


ner Movements 


Plenty of fireworks! 

Feature of the week was the sud- 
den recovery of both Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum issues, the common from 
15% to 21 and the preferred from 75 
to 89. These movements apparently 
represented inside operations based 


on knowledge of the transactions by 
which Joseph P. Kennedy of FBO 
and his associates take over the 
E. F. Albee stock, which carries con- 
trol. 

The news, Which appears else- 
where in this issue, had not come 
out generally up to yesterday's clos- 
ing. It probably explains in some 
measure the erratic behavior of KLO 
stocks recently. During last week's 
recovery 70,000 shares of the com- 
mon and nearly 30,000 shares of the 
preferred changed hands in the open 
market. 

It now looks as though banking 
powers concerned in the negotia- 
tions: had worked prices down to 
shake out stock and also for the 
moral effect of a falling market 
upon the minds of holders interested 
in the bargaining then in process 
Jooking toward a transfer of inter- 
est. In other words, it was a mar- 
ket maneuver to throw a scare into 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum holders. And 
it apparently accomplished that pur- 
pose. 

One effect the recovery in brisk 
trading had was to put the issue on 
the map. When the ticker began to 
show heavy turnover, brisk inquiry 
eame into the Times Square broker- 
age branches, and by the middie of 
last week the symbol “IKXLO” was 
given a spot on the Hotel Astor 
board of the Lochheim & Minton 
branch for the first time since the 
new stock was listed. 


Fox Lively 

Fox got into the early stages of its 
long anticipated move, advancing 
further from 81 to its new top of 
89% yesterday. This new peak was 
accompanied by elaborate rumors of 
new talking-picture associations. 
One story sought to connect up Fox 
with R. C. A. and Television. But 
this angle was discounted by the 
fact that Fox, through the Fox-Case 
patent agreeme:ts, is associated 
with Western Electric and in turn 
with American Tel. & Tel., while 
the R. C. A. hook-up is on the Gen- 
eral Electric side, which, at least on 
the surface, is opposition to the 
American Tel. & Tel. group. 

Talkers Everywhere 

Almost any move among. the 

amusements these days sooner or 


movement which started a fortngiht 
ago went further, puttin, the A 
stock above 38 for the first time since 
the big pool move. The Warner B 
stock, on the Curb, was extremely 
active and strong for the first time, 
getting up nearly 5 points .o a high 
of 29%. Dealings in the A stock on 
the Exchange, by the way, are really 
dealings in B, because the A is call- 
able at 18 and also is convertible into 
the B. Sooner or later the conver- 
sion will be made. 

With the extra of 25 per cent. de- 
clared on Loew that stock sold off 
moderately, easing from its tup of 
77 to somewhere between 74 and 75. 
Dealings were moderate, represent- 
ing speculative profit-taking almost 
entirely. Major holdings appear to 
be permanently in for the long pull 
on the theory that the 25 per cent. 
stock extra is merely an earnest of 
generous treatment of stockholders 
for the future. 

Something of the same idea ap- 


peared to be reflected in the brisk 


upturn in the debenture rights on 
the Curb (in reality a “call” on the 
stock at 55 running into 1931). 
These rights got to a new top within 
a fraction of 24 on turnover of 2,500 
yarrants. The debentures them- 
selves were at a new high for all 
time at 113%. 
Paramount Quiet 

Paramount stock was quiet, ap- 
parently in one of those “resting 
periods” that characteristically come 
between moves. Partisans of the 
issue still hold to the conviction 
that it is headed for higher levels. 

Shubert yesterday took on ac- 
tivity, getting up to 66, apparently 
group operations taking advantage 
of the optimistic feeling manifested 
toward other amusement issues. 


American Seating made a. new 
peak at 44 and Eastman Kodak 
jumped to another top at 185, on 
the financial statement and an- 
nouncement of new activities in the 
16mm field as well as a new line 
of cameras in color dress. Madison 


Square Garden was in demand with 


disclosure that it had covered its 
year’s dividend requirements of 
$1.50 in the first quarter of the 


year, and probably would increase 
its disbursement to $2. Motion pic- 
ture Capital likewise benefited from 
a better financial statement. Stanley 
lagged behind, holding close to its 
new bottom of 40-41, aithough re- 
ported new connections were ad- 
vanced as the ground of hope for 
betterment as well as new banking 


later takes on a “talking-picture”| connections. Roxy fell off follow- 
angle. It was on the basis of its|ing its spurt on the declaration of 
talker successes that the Warner! the first dividend on its preferred. 
Summary of dealings for week ending May 12 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
Net 
High, Low. Sales. Issue and rate Hig Low Last. Chee. 
44% 385% 12,580 American Seat 44%, 41 44 
185 163 8,400 Eastman Kodak 185 — * 
109 10546 .... First National Ist pref (8).... 
88% T 70,000 @Fox Class A Mi, 3% 
27 1,500 Metro-Goldwyn-M. pref (1.8%). . 
34 22% 16,600 Madison Square Garden (1%).... 34 321 32, — % 
12,500 Motion Pict. Cap........ 11 9 104, +1% 
114 35.700 Paramount-Famous-Lasky (%)... 151 127% 1201 
2 99.800 Pathe 2M, 67; +3% 
She $6,500 Pathe Claes Ais. 7% 
Bi 40,200 Warner 34% 37 
69% 5.700 Shubert (5)....- 61%, 631, 634, —% 
19%, 15% > CURB 1 1 
28 17% 308,000 Fox Theatres.....¢cccescccccees 28 25 28 3 
111% 2.400 Loew's 227, 217% 
20% 37.4W Warner Bros. 245% 
BONDS 
$15,090 Keith 6's Os! MRK ee 
87,000 Pathe 7's... 74 66 71 § 
“4 7.000 Shubert 6's......... {v2 917, 92'= + 
146,000 Warner Bros. @2's (Curb) 11H, 112%, 1164 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter 
New York 
Bia Asked Quoted in Bid and Asked 
Roxy. Clas i eer ee 
at Tect lor @ere ee 
2 Senine Ch The (3) os ee 
Phiiadelphia 
ee 1,596 Stanle: of America 4! 4! 4155 
Chicago 
Los Angeles 
Montreal 
120 Fam. Pl. of Can.......... ~ 
St. Louis 


Censors and Talkers 


While the “Show Boat” test 
case is being threshed out, 
Vitaphone and Movietone are 
engaged in a bitter litigation 
in Pennsylvania against the 
Pennsy State Board of Cen- 
sors to determine whether or 
not the censors have the right 
to pass on and edit dialog or 
vocal matter accompanying 
the screen action. 

Vitaphone had the dialog in 
one of its short subjects dis- 
approved. Movietone looks 
askance now at the Censor's 
Board request that the dialog 
of a short subjeot, “She’s Still 
My Baby,” be submitted to it 
for approval. 


Sales Dept. Squawked; 
“Two Cities” Abandoned 


Samuel Goldwyn has abandoned 
his contemplated production of “The 
Tale of Two Cities" for Ronald 
Colman. 

The sales department of United 
Artists entered an emphatic squawk 
against the story as being hard to 
sell because of the costume angle, 
and also because it has been twice 
produced previously, 


Nigh and Chauffeur Freed 
Of Usher’s Assault Charge 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

William Nigh, director, and Burt 
Trowbridge, his chauffeur, were 
freed of felony charges of assault- 
ing Edward Usher, Jr., former foot- 
ball sitar. Case was dismissed in 
Superior Judge Craig’s court upon 
motion of Deputy District Attorney 
Donald MacKay. 

Court ruled for the dismissal of 
both defendants on the grounds 
that they had already appeared be- 
fore Justice of the Peace Wilson, 
in El Monte, and pleaded guilty to 
a charge of simple assault and paid 
a fine of $100. 

Nigh and his chauffeur were 
charged by Usher with attacking 
him in Laurel Canyon, because of 
Jean Jarvis, picture actress, with 
whom both Nigh and Usher were 
friendly. In the fight, Nigh is said 
to have struck Usher over the head 
with an automobile crank. 


May Bring Plagiarism Suit 
Against Col.—‘Blood Ship’ 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Thomas H. Ince Corp., the 


estate of the late picture producer, 
is prepared to file a plagiarism suit 


against Columbia in connection 
with “The Blood Ship.” The con- 


troversy, going on for some time, 
will land in Federal Court unless 
settled immediately. 

Ince people claim that certain in- 
fringements were made by Columbia 
on a film called ‘Look Behind the 
Door,” which Ince made about nine 
vears ago with Hobart Bosworth 
featured. This aetor also appeared 
in “The Blood Ship.” Columbia 
maintains that its picture was based 
on a novel of the same name by 
Norman Springer. 


James McGinnis Seriously 
Hurt as Car Overturns 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

James McGinnis, scenario writer 
at Fox, was critically injured in an 
auto accident. McGinnis’ car over- 
turned on Beverly Boulevard when, 
it is believed, he swerved to avoid 
a traffic button. 

At the Georgia street receiving 
hospital it was found he had suf- 
fered a possible skull fracture, in- 
ternal injuries and a number of 
cuts and bruises. His chances for 
recovery was said by physicians to 
he slight. 


W. E. Equipment Will 
Be Chicago Made 


Chicago, May 15. 
Rliectric officials have an- 
nounced that all equipment for 
Vitaphone and Movietone machines 
will be manufactured in Chicago. 
Not only will the firm manufacture 
the movie equipment here, but in 
addition will manufacture the rec- 
ording devices to be used in taking 
the vocal films. 

Orders for equipment for more 
than 200 picture theatres have been 
received, according to Leslie Rice, 
superintendent of the company’s 
plant at Hawthorne, 


weetern 


Week’s Studio Survey 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
The reopening of the Universal 


percentage of 
production up to 
cent of the normal over last year 
and an increase of nine points over 


the 
activity 


boosts 


studios 
ee 


per 


last week. It also helps to attain 
the highest point of production 
since the first of the year with 63) 
features and 20 short subjects in | 
work | 

Three of the 23 studios remain 
dark, including Chaplin, Christie 
and Sennett. All of these studios 
have been inactive for several 


months but will be open within the 
next 30 days, bringing production 
back to normal. 

The William Fox studios retains 
top position for activity this week 
with 10 features and one short sub- 
ject in work. The features are 
“Dry Martini,” directed by Harry 
D'Arrast; “Me, Gangster,” by R. A. 
Walsh; “Plastered in Paris,” by Ben, 
Stoloff; “The Air Circus,” by How- 
ard Hawks; “The River Pirate,” by 
William K. Howard; “The Farm- 
er's Daughter,” by Arthur Rosson; 
“The Cowboy Kid,” by Clyde Car- 
ruth; “La Gringa,” by Irving Cum- 
mings; “Mother Knows Best,” by 
J. G. Blystone, and “Prep and Pep,” 
by David Butler. 


Universal assumes second place 
with nine features and one short 
subject. Features are “Red. Hot 


Speed," by Fred Newmeyer; “Crim- 
son Canyon,” by Ray Taylor; 
“Phantom Fingers,” by Leigh Ja- 
son; “Tarzan the Mighty,” by Jack 
Nelson; “Collegians,” by Nat Ross; 
“Forest Ranger" series, by Joe 
Levigard; “Stunt Cowboy” series, 
by Walter Fabian, and “Horace 
from Hollywood,” a short comedy 
featuring Arthur Lake, with Doran 
Cox directing. 

Aside from this, the ‘“U” is leas- 
ing space to Gotham for the mak- 
ing of “Companionate Marriage,” 
directed by Erle Kenton, and a Juve 
Rock-Sterling production, “Un- 
dressed,” directed by Phil Rosen. 

First National is third with nine 
features: “The Barker,” by George 
Fitzmaurice; “The Divine Lady,” 
by Frank Lloyd; “Htart to Heart,” 
by William Beaudine; “The Night 
Watch,’ by Alexander Korda; 
“Out of the Ruins,” by J. F. Dillon;, 
“Oh Kay,” by Mervyn Le ‘Roy; 
“The Volunteer,” by Arthur Ripley; 
“Phantom City,” by Al Rogell, and 
“The Show Girl,” by Al Santell. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has eight 
features in work: ‘Four Walls,” 


Car 


James Cruze; “Tler Aboard 
ve 

Lover,” by R. Z. Leonard; “Tide o: 
Empire,” by Alan Dwan; “Brother- 


ly Love,” by Frank Capra, and 


“War in the Dark,” by Fred Niblo, 

Paramount has seven features in- 
cluding “The Perfumed Trap.” by 
Victor Schertzinger; “The First 
Kiss,’ by R. V. Lee; “Hot News,” 
by Clarence Badger; “Sawdust 
Paradise,” by Luther Reed; “Reg- 
gars of Life.’ by William 
“The Man Who Never Misses,” by 


Lothar Mendez, and “Just Married,” 
by Frank Strayer. 

Warner Brothers has two fea- 
tures and four Vitaphone units in 
work. The features are “Noah's 
Ark," by Michael Curtiz, and “Tre 
Midnight Taxi,” by John Adolphi 

At Leasing Studios 

Metropolitan, a leasing studio, is 
renting space to five active pro- 
ducers. Features in work here are 
“Hells Angels,” directed by How- 
ard Hughes for United Artists; un- 
titled football story, by Burton King 
for Excellent; western, by J. P. Me- 
Gowan, for state right; society 
picture, by Charles Hutchinsen for 
state right, and a sex story being 
made by Arthur Varney for Varco 
Productions. 

Tiffany-Stahl has three features: 
“Grain of Dust,” by George Archin- 
baud; “The Albany Night Boat,” by 
Al Raboeh, and “The Ghetto,” by 
Norman Taurog. 

Pathe-DeMille has two: “Love 
Over Night,” by EF. H. Griffith, and 
“Power,” by Howard Higgin. 

United Artists has two with “The 
Woman Disputed,” directed by 
Henry King, and “The Innocent,” 
Samuel Goldwyn production, direct- 
ed by Victor Fleming. 

Columbia has two with “Out of 
the Depths,” by Irvin Willat, and 
“Underworld,” by Frank Capra, 

Tec-Art, another leasing studio, 
has two features with “Revenge,” 
being made by Edwin Carewe for 
United Artists, and “Big Business, 
featuring Johnny Hines, for First 
National. 

FBO has a single feature working 
under the title of “Taxi 13,” directed 
by Marshall Neilan. 

Studios engaged in making short 
comcdies are Hal Roach with four, 
including “Our Gang,” “Max David- 


son,” “Laurel and Hardy,” and 
“Charles Chase.” 
Stern Brothers have the usual 


three short comedy series going for 
Universal release. The Jean Novelle 
studios are housing the Larry Dar- 


by |mour units of three for FBO re- 
William Nigh; “While the City |lease. Cal Art and U. M. Dailey 
Sieeps,"” by Jack Conway; “Snap- | have one each. 
shots,” by Ed Sedgwick; added fducational reopens with two 
shots for “Excess Baggage,” by | shorts in production, 
This table shows a summary of weckly studio activity for the 
past 13 weeks. Percentage of production is based on 106 units work- 
ing at 23 studios on the coast, which is determined by the aver- 
age normal working conditions during the year 1927. 
Total EC, 
Features Short Units Studios of Pro- 
Week Ending in Work Subjects Working Dark duction 
8 54 6 §2 
PORCUATY 29 oe 39 9 48 12 
14 54 G Ay 
49 16 65 61 
19 69 8 65 
17 67 6 62 
17 71 4 67 


2 FBO Comic Strips 


Angeics, May 15. 

producing short 
added two 
comic strips to his list of 
product, “Toots and 
the sjarney Google” 


Los 
Darmour, 
for FBO, 


ry 
subjects has 
more 
season’s 


and 


this 
Casper,” 
eoartoons, 

He has Alberta Vaughn to 
be featured in a series of two-reel 
H. C. Witwer stories now running 
in “Cosmopolitan.” These will be 
in addition to his Mickey Mc- 
and Fat Men series, 


also 


made 


Cruire 


Gallinagh Prefers Writing 


Minneapoiis, May 15. 


Gallinagh, publicity di- 
rector for the Minnesota theatre 
since its opening, and a member of 


the F. & 


past five vears, 


the 


has resigned to de- 


R. publicity staff for 


himself to short writing, 
at which he has 
Ile 
full-length book 


vote story 


€ njoved consider - 
also will finish a 


able success, 


upon Which he 


done a large amount of work 


Gallinugh made a naine for hime 
Los Angeles, May 15, field by putting over clever, nifty 
After two months of lessened ac-} 3, ‘wspuper and other tie-ups 
tivity, only one company working Noss A. Wiegand, who carries tl 
through period, Educational | title of “publicity dynamo a 
started two companies shooting this! rod of southern theatres, ili 
week, ed Gallinagh at the Minneseta. 
A Mermaid Comedy features Al He has been with Publix fur three 
St. John and is directed by Stephen} years in the west and south, hav- 
Roberts. The juvenile company] ing beci assigned to publi 
featuring Big Boy is directed by| exploitation work «after his gradua- 
Charles Lamont, tion from the VPublix miunagers’ 
No major changes have been! school and service as @ house main- 
mide tn staff or personnel, aver in Chicago. 
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etroit s Mets. Ass'n Petitions 


Operator's Union to Reduce 


Scale 25%; 


Detroit, May 15. 

Theatre conditions here are not 
very good at present downtown and 
neighborhoods. 

Last week the managers’ associa- 
tion mec to draw up a petition re- 
questing the motion picture opera- 
tors to lower the wage scale by 25 
percent for the balance of the sea- 
son. The operators’ present agree- 
ment will expire Sept. 1. 

In the petition the theatre men 
described their plight as serious and 
themselves as desperate. Two inde- 
pendents stated their theatrical en- 
terprises are faring so badly they 
are forced to hold down salaried 
jobs in the daytime while managing 
their respective theatres at night. 

A committee has been appointed 
to deliver the proposal to the opera- 
tors and a reply is expected this 
week. 

The downtown situation is now 
more distressing than ever, with no 
more than two houses, excluding 
legits, seeing any real money. Two 
have closed, one for the first time 
in its long existence, while more 
than one other contemplate the 
same move. 

Keith’s Temple, until last August 
a big time two-a-day vaudeville 
theatre and more recently going 
vaudfilms, closed Saturday, mark- 
ing the passing altogether of Keith- 
Albee and K-A vaude in Detroit. 

Irons & Clamage, with two down- 
town stock burlesque houses of 
their own in Detroit, are angling 
for the Temple. They would install 
a similar policy but are reported at 
odds with the stiff rental fee asked 
by K-A for the 13 remaining years 
of its 20-year lease on the property. 

Proposed closing of Miles’ Orient- 
al, vaudfilms (Pantages), was sud- 
denly :.verted when the notice post- 
ed a week and a half ago was re- 
called. Miles was in New York when 
issuing the order that’ would have 
close his loser and retracted im- 
mediately upon his return. 

There is a report of a large obli- 
gation to be met by Miles and the 
theatre company, suggesting his trip 
east was for financial purposes. In 
that case the possibility is that 
Miles procured the proper backing. 

K-A’s Next House 

With K-A now without a theatre 
in the entire city, the natural in- 
numerable rumors are abroad. Two 
downtown houses are probabilities, 
though K-A’s negotiations with 
Kunsky for the State seem to have 
fallen through. The Oriental is also 
named, but how this house can 
break away from the Pan affiliation 
is not explained, 

Another reported under considera- 
tion, although not located down- 
town, is the Regent, owned and now 
operated with straight pictures by 
William F. Klatt. Klatt is said to 
be asking $40,000 yearly rental for 
his questionably situated house. 

The usual summer closings by 
neighborhood houses is regarded as 
a possible aid for downtown busi- 
ness, but nothing is forthcoming 
from that source as yet. 


“Gorilla’s” Gross Leads 
F. N. to Buy 3 More 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

In that “The Gorilla” has topped 
all First National pictures on gross 
Over a period of six months, the 
company purchased sereen 
rights to three more mystery plays 
to be released on the new program. 

Stories purchased are: “The 
Haunted House,” by Owen Davis; 
“Seven Footprints to Satan,” by A. 
Merritt, and “Sh! The Octopus,” 
by Ralph Murphy and Donald Gal- 
laher. 


DENNY’S LEAD, BETSY LEE 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

Isabel Steifel, protege of Reginald 
Denny, will be known on the screen 
as Betsy Lee. 

She will appear opposite Denny in 
“Red Hot Speed,” his next Universa) 
picture, 


Branch On McCoy Films 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

William Branch, former Texas 
theatre manager, who turned screen 
writer, is now doing the scenario 
eon the Col. Tim MeCoy pictures for 
M-G-M. 

Larry Weingarten 
these pictures. 


supervising 


Very Bad Business 


PUBLIX-SHEA’S NEW ONE 


Reported For Buffalo Neighborhood 
—Weak Denial 


Buffalo, May 15. 

Rumors of the further extension 
of the Shea-Publix neighborhood 
theatres in the Buffalo district ap- 
peared to be confirmed Saturday 
when reports were printed that 
Shea weuld operate a new neigh- 
borhood house at Seneca and Caze- 
novia streets. In addition to the 
two first run downtown Shea houses, 
Shea-Publix is operating two other 
neighborhood theatres. 

The Seneca-Cazenovia_ district 
has formerly been controlled al- 
most exclusively by Hall & Hanny, 
although there have been numerous 
reports of invasion into the section. 

Sunday Shea issued a statement 
there is nothing definite as yet with 
regard to the new theatre in the 
section and that until a statement 
was forthcoming from M. Shea, 
there was no reliability in the re- 
port. 


Titleless “Terror” 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

In “The Terror,” Warner Brothers 
Vitaphone feature, there will be no 
written titles. Dialogue will indi- 
eate whatever suggestion of action 
is necessary. 

Story is being adapted by Har- 
vey Gates from the English play 
written by Edgar Wallace. 


Columbia’s 2 in N. Y. 


Columbia will make two pictures 
of the 1928-29 program in New 
York. They are “Side Show” and 
“Nothing to Wear.” 

The Cosmopolitan Studio is re- 
ported as having been leased for 
the two productions, which will go 
in work some time next month. 


U’s “Barge” N.Y.-Made 


“The Barge,” forthcoming Uni- 
vérsal, which Edward Sloman will 
direct, is to be made in New York. 

The waterfront locale of the story 
makes it necessary to bring a unit 
east for most of the location stuff. 


NEW LONDON HOUSES PLACED 
New London, Conn., May 15. 

Walter T. Murphy and Charles J. 
Ducy, owners of the W. T. Murphy 
Amusement Co., have turned over 
the operation of their three New 
London theatres to the New Eng- 
land Theatres Operating Co., of 
3oston. 

The three theatres are the Crown, 
pictures; Capitol, largest house in 
the city playing vaudeville and pic- 


tures, and the Lyceum, housing 
legitimate attractions. No. direct 
sale or transfer, the Hub firm 


merely adding the three theatres to 
its string in Massachusetts and 
New York. 

Murphy will remain as district 
manager for the Hub concern, while 
Roy Averill, formerly manager of 
Poli’s, Waterbury, will be appoint- 
ed house manager for the three 
local theatres. 


King’s Football Film 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
Burton King’s next for Excellent 


will be a football story starring 
Gladys Hulette. 
King’s Conway Tearle_ pictures 


will not begin before July 1. 


“Collegian” Exteriors 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
Nat Ross and 40 people are in 
Phoenix, Ariz., to film the outdoor 
scenes for the first of the new 
series of “Collegian” pictures, being 
produced for Universal. 


Alberta FBO Series 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
Alberta Vaughn has signed with 
FBO to be featured in a series of 
12 two-reel H. C. Witwer stories, Al 
Herman will direct. 
Series scheduled toa 
June 1, 


start 


about 


Dick Halliday Sails 

Dick Halliday resigned from the 
publicity department of Paramount. 
Europe last 


He sailed for week 


fer his health. 


A. F. L.’s 5 Garments 


Los Angeles, May 16. 

Where a union delegate at- 
tends a national convention, 
one of the clauses in the blue 
book of the organization is that 
the delegate wear five gar- 
ments that have union labels, 
otherwise he will not Le ad- 
mitted to the sessions of the 
organization. 

This rule has been in effect 
ever since the formation of the 
American Federation of Labor. 
For a year prior to the inter- 
national conventicn all stage 
hands, picture operators, elec- 
tricians and musicians chosen 
as delegates scurry around 
Los Angeles to find shops 
which handle merchandise with 
union labels. The minimum of 
five unionized garments must 
be carried to enter the dele- 
gate in safety. 

It is said, however, that 
never at a national convention 
of any of these organizations 
have the delegates been ex- 
amined to see if they wear 
garments having the union la- 
bel stamped thereon. 


Beetson Working 
Out System for 
Economy Buying 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Setting forth that the picture in- 
dustry spends an average of $15,- 
000,000 a year for supplies and 
necessities to make their produc- 
tions, Fred W. Beetson, executive 
vice-president of the Association of 
Motion Picture Producers, advances 
a plan for the standardization and 
centralization of buying by the 
members at the quarterly meeting, 
over which C. B. DeMille presided. 

Beetson told the members that a 

committee was working with him on 
five specific phases of the general 
economy plan. They include the 
handling of building material pur- 
chase; insurance of studios and 
productions; establishment of a 
central wardrobe and costume de- 
partment; centrol prop rental de- 
partment and uniform classification 
of studio accounting. 
It will take the committee at least 
another 60 days before they have a 
concrete system ready for the oper- 
ation of economy through a central 
bureau. 

Beetson also read a report on the 
progress made by the studios with 
the adoption of the Mazda lighting 
system. He stated that about 70,000 
feet of fil.: had been shot in experi- 
menting with the Mazda process 
and this week about 10,000 feet of 
these shots properly edited would 
be sent around to the studios inter- 
ested in the results. He also told of 
the good work done by the Society 
of Motion Picture Engineers at their 
recent convention here. 

The members were also told that 
it would be impossible to get J. A. 
Ball, vice-president of Technicolor, 
to head the research department of 
their organization. Beetson was in- 
structed to look around for another 
man, 

Oppose Daylight Saving 

The annual resolution of the pro- 
ducers in opposition to daylight 
savings was adopted without a dis- 
senting voice. This is always 
passed after daylight saving goes 
into effect in all parts of the coun- 
try but Southern California, where 
it never has been tried since the 
war. 

The association will tender a ban- 
quet May 25 to the visiting members 
of the Film Board of Trade, whom 
Charlie Pettijohn will have for 
their annual session here. 

A resolution was also passed 
which provides that all studios will 
declare Saturday afternoon, June 16, 
a holiday so that the stars can at- 
tend the Junior Olympic tryouts at 
Wrigley Field. 


PHYLLIS’ “SINGAPORE SAL” 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
When Phyllis Haver returns from 
New York this month she will be 
starred by Pathe in “Singapore 
Sal.” This ts being adapted from 
the novel titled “The Sentimen- 
talist.” 
Alan Hale will probably be oppo- 
site Miss Haver, and William Boyd 
is being loaned to United Artists 
bfor “La Paiva." 


— 


Publix School Managers’ Jobs 


Publix has issued a detailed list of the men graduated from the 
managers’ school in the last three years and where now employed. 

Of 75 graduates, 62 are actively engaged in theatre work. This ty 
accepted as Publix’s official reply to stories circulating from time tg 
time to the effect that the “factory-made” managers were not remaining 
in show business. : 

The list includes: 

Name Theatre City 


Edwin Adler. Atlanta, Ga, 
Wallace Allen...........Loew’s Ina, 
V. R. Anderson..........City Manager Keith......New Brunswick, N, J, 
A. M. Okla, 
Arthur Colo, 
Herman Flushing, L. 
E. Manager... Jackson, Tenn, 
Pierre Boulogne. Va, 
George Chelsea, Mass, 
C. Conner... N. H, 
B. 8. C. Coppock. TEXAS: an Antonio, Tex, 
J. Cotter... Compton, R. 
Lawrence Cowen........Loew’s and United Artists.........Columbus, O, 


Al Fourmet........+0+... West Coast Theatres.........Los Angeles, Cal, 
Harold Garfinkle......... N. ¥, 


Robert Gillam........... Paramount Adver....Hanff-Metzger, N. Y. City 
J. Hobby... Fila, 
Horton Kahn............ Home Office Adver........West Coast Theatres 
Pred PATAMOUNRE. . BPG, France 
Walter Lioyd............sub-District Manager........Jacksonville, Fla, 
Raphael Lozano. 6000 Mexico City, Mex, 


George Great Lakes......... Buffalo, N. Y¥, 
TOM Olsen. Theatres..... eoeee NeW Orleans, La. 
Norman T. Prager. City, Okla, 


Everett Steel. ... Georgia. 


R. K. Stonebrook........Loew’s Valencia..... 
Joseph Home New Lork City 
Harry Wareham.........Manhattan....... Mam, 
George Davenport, Ia, 
gonn T.. Paramount Office............Sidney, Australia 


Color Unit Abroad 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Tiffany Color Classics will pro- 
duce a series of two reelers in 
Northern Africa and Europe, as 
well as one feature length subject. 
Unit sails direct to Tunis June 9 
in charge of Curtis F. Nagel. 
Leonce Perret, 


Hersholt’s 1st Time East 


Jean Hersholt arrived in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday), on his 
first visit. Hersholt will play the 
father in “The Girl On The Barge,” 
from the Rupert Hughes novel. 
Mary Philbin and George O’Brien 
are also in the picture, which Ed- 
French director, | ward Sloman will direct. Sloman are 


.-Detroit, Mich, 


has been chosen to direct for the 
feature. 


F. & R. BUY TWO 


Minneapolis, May 15. 

Despite the threatened Fox inva- 
sion of its territory, Finkelstein & 
Ruben are going ahead with their 
expansion program. They just have 
acquired two more Minneapolis 
theatres from L. Rubenstein and 
A. A. Kaplan. One is the new Gra- 
nada, now in the course of construc- 
tion, and the other the Arion. Both 
are residential section houses. 
Rubenstein has been retained to 
manage both theatres. 


Remy as Studio Guest 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

Lou Remy, southern district man- 
ager for Fox, with headquarters in 
Dallas, Texas, is here as guest of 
the Fox studios. He will spend a 
week talking to studio executives on 
the next season’s program. 

Remy then leaves for New York 
to attend the Fox convention. 


H. J. Green With Pathe 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

Howard J. Green, who recently 
left First National’s scenario staff, 
is now on the DeMille-Pathe pay- 
roll. 

He will adapt ‘Marked Money” to 
Junior Coghlan. Hector Turnbull 
will produce. 


Joe Rock’s “Undressed” 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
Joe Rock will start production 
soon on “Undressed,” his last pic- 
ture under the old contract for 


»Sterling. Phij Rosen will direct. 


rived in New York Saturday. Miss 
Philbin and O’Brien next week. 
With the principals assembled in 
the East, scenes will be shot on the 
Erie Canal and New York harbor. 


Stern’s 4 New Girls 


Stern Bros. Film Co. has four new 
actresses for their comedics. 

Dorothy Colbert will appear in the 
“Let George Do It” series. Betty 
Welch, daughter of William Welch, 
old-time picture actor, will appear 
in the “Mike and Ike” series. 


Durliss Purdue and Harriet 
Mathews will be in the “Newly- 
weds.” 


ALICE WHITE’S 4 STORIES 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

First National has purchased two 
more stories to be used as starring 
materia] for Alice White. ‘Rosie of 
the Ritz,” original by Charles Behan 
and Garrett Fort, and “On the Air,” 
from a book of radio short stories 
by Paul Drecoangsburg. 

These will be made after “The 
Show Girl’ and “Blouffers,” and will 
complete the four starring pictures 
scheduled for Miss White on the 
'28-29 program. 


RELIEF FOR BOB YOST 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

Frank Murray, unit press agent at 
the Fox west coast studios for five 
years, has been elevated to office 
Manager of the studio publicity of- 
fices. 

This will relieve Bob 


Yost, pub- 


licity director, from the many minor 
office details and afford him moré 
time to interview members of the 
fourth estate. 
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RAMONA 


Artists’ release of an Inspiration 
Carewe joint production. —Do- 


Wednesday, May 16, 1928 


1 Rio starred. Adapted by Finis 
Helen Hunt Jackson's ‘-year- 
old novel. Cameraman, Robert Kundle. At 


zivoli, New York, May 12 for a grin 
Running time, 78 minutes. 
O. Warner Baxter 
Drew 
Benora ...Vera Lewis 


-Michael Visaroff 


Juan 

op Salviegde J. Prince 


Bandit Leader...--- 


“Ramona,” the novel, is in its 92d 
printine. “Ramona,” the ballad, is 
one of the spring’s outstanding song 
hits. Those two tie-ups are valu- 
able for “Ramona,” the picture. As 
a screen story, as drama, spectacle 
or entertainment the film is weak. 
But with the background, the popu- 
larity of the novel, the probable 
drawing power of Miss Del Rio, the 
elass production and the publicity 
impetus of the song, it will doubt- 
lessly be a winner both for U. A. and 
the exhibs. 

The picture has important sales 
points, strong exploitation angles 
and has been given a special cam- 
paign by Inspiration which prob- 
ably realized the picture had to be 
built up to get across. 

Trouble with the story is that 
there is almost none in a pictorial 
sense. It takes a full half hour to 
establish the characters, and about 
the only action is when Ramona de- 
fies her guardian, the stern Senora 
Moreno, to elope with Alessandro, 
the Indian sheep shearer. Thereafter 
Ramon: is seen for a brief sequence 
happy with her lover and their babe. 
This quickly passes and a series of 
drab tragedies ensue. The Indian 
villagers are massacred by outlaws, 
the baby dies because the white 


doctor will not treat an Indian, 
Alessandro is accused of horse 
stealing and is murdered in cold 


blood, and Ramona goes wandéring 
in the swamp, her mind a blank. 
Finale has the girl restored to her 
white foster-brother, regaining her 
memory and everybody smiling but 
without arousing at any moment 
anything gripping or tense. 

Carewe has sneaked in a little 
heat in the scene where Ramona 
and the Indian spend their bridal 
night, and Miss Del Rio wus elo- 
quent in this sequence. She over- 
acts markedly throughout with the 
closeups as numerous as the deaths 
in the picture. 


At the start the continuous epi- 
sodes to illustrate her girlishness 
are a bit tedious. Too obvious that 
director, scenarist, cameraman, sales 
department, and everybody else were 
more anxious to build up Dolores 
than the story. 

Warner Baxter, trying to look and 
act like an Indian. does well enough 
and certainly mates a better brave 
than Dix and some of the other 
Hollywood male leads who have at- 
tempted bronze skinned interpreta- 
tions. Baxter has a symmetrical 
build and shows up well in a couple 
of costumes frem thighs to the 
waist. Alessandro was. probably 
the only Indian of his time with a 
vaccination mark. 

Roland Drew, a new young lead, 
is the white foster brother. He is 
muStached, marceled and soft-eyed, 
more apt to appeal to women than 
men. However, he acquits himself 
capably. 

Picture is packed with great 
scenery, some monastery stuff being 
included to capture the spirit of the 
novel. Camera work, credited to 
Robert Kundle, is excellent and a 
Substantial percentage of the merit 
in the picture. One or two giggles, 
but essentially it’s a somber, 
straightaway narrative, draggy in 
the telling although interesting in 
the enlor derived from the back- 
ground. 

Importance of the song in helping 
the picture is pronounced. itis 
Scored almost entirely by this mel- 
ody. At the Rivoli a phonograph 
device broadenasts the tune to pas- 
Sersby. It is the first case of a pic- 
ture having-a song of familiar title 
break in advance. 

The song is just getting into its 
full stride as the film goes after its 
quota. That’s not an accidental 
break, but a smart showmanly stunt 
worked out by Inspiration 

“Ramona” will make money. 

lend 


KENTUCKY COURAGE 


Al t Santell production for First Na- 
tional —creen version of the John Fox 
nove “The Little Shepherd of Kingdom 

ome Richard Barthelmess starred. Titles 
by D. Wuelle Bentham and Rufus MeCosh 


credited with titles. At Strand. New York, 
bp May 12. Running time, 72 minutes. 
Buford........... Richard Barthelmess 
Melissa Turner..... O'Day 
Old Joel MeDoweil 
aw Martha Mattox 
CoC Victor Potel 


wm. Bertram 
Walter Lewis 
James 
Ralph Yearsley 
von Seyffertitz 
Torrence 
Con Doris Dawson 


t} gy a happy screening of the novel 
‘at was a best seller. The picture 
‘ever once gets under the skin of its 
"aracters, Whole sentimental feel- 
‘ns of the work is missed, and it be- 


Somes just a fair commercial prod- 


Principal fault probably is in the; 


| notes are always 


forced and 


VARIETY 13 


production. Settings are terrible for 
one thing. Some of them are crude 
beyond telling. Even woodland back- 
grounds have a phoney look. The 
“feel” of the whole thing is artificial 
and manufactured, and as the story 
unfolds that air of artificiality com- 
municates itself to the characters. 

The story doesn't build. It is 
jerky and uneven. Situations are 
not made to grow to a high point, 
and endless footage is lavished on 
trivialities. 

John Fox may have made his 
characters glow with nobility on the 
printed page, but as they come upon 
the screen the people and the locale 
generally are mean and sordid. Cer- 
tainly they're shabby and a drab 
atmosphere is fearfully depressing 
through the eye of a camera. 

The two women of the picture are 
uninteresting. Melissa, the moun- 
tain girl (Molly O’Day), hasn't a 
spark of charm as played, and Mar- 
garet, in the hands of Doris Dawson, 
is just an Elsie book blank in crin- 
olines. The Barthelmess part is flat 
and tastless. In its sentimentai 
phases it is underplayed, and when 
the frail Dick wipes up the field with 
a husky mountain bully, one sits 
back and stubbornly declines to lend 
one’s self to so crude a make be- 
lieve. There are limits to a fan’s 
surrender to autointoxication. 

Whatever the technical defects 
may be or whatever the shortcom- 
ings in acting or creation, the pic- 
ture just doesn’t engage interest. It 
will get just what the Barthelmess 
name will pull and very little else. 

Rush. 


HANGMAN’S HOUSE 


Fox production and re‘ease. Directed by 
John Ford. Victor Mcl.agien featured. From 


novel by Donn Byrne. Editor, Margaret 
V. Clancy. Titles by Malcolm Stuart Boy- 
lan. Cameraman, George Schneiderman. 
At Rexy, New York, week May 12. Run- 
ning time, 57 mins. 
Connaught O'Brien..... Collyer 
Dermott Kent 
James O'Brien, Lord Chief Justice.... 

Hobart Bosworth 
Anne McDermott............Belle Stoddard 
NOGGY JOC. Burke 
Colonel of Legionaires.......... Mayne 


A comedy-drama natural for the 
screen with many angles of appeal. 
Not the least is that the story deals 
in a dignified dramatic way with the 
Irish gentry which in itself is sonje- 
thing of a novelty for the screen, 
where anything Celtic is a comedy 
convention. This reviewer doesn’t 
remember any other picture sub- 
ject dealing with Irish society in a 
serious drama. 

Here the locale and characters are 
treated in a fine literary way and 
the scenic backgrounds (picture ap- 
parently taken in Ireland) are re- 
markable for their pictorial beauty, 
so much so that the photographic 
quality of the whole production is 
one of its outstanding merits. TBe- 
sides there is a thoroughly interest- 
ing story, with fine, unaffected char- 
acter drawing, a strong tug of sus- 
pense, and although the action has 
an abundance of dramatic force, it 
is never merely theatrical. 

Contributing as much as anything 
else to the admirable effect 
very capable acting of a well chosen 
cast. 

For once here is an Irish picture 
play that should please the Irish. It 
has throughout its whole telling a 
feeling of entire sincerity. It doesn’t 
on the one. hand travesty the Celt, 
and it doesn’t go out of its way to 
pat him on the back, two attitudes 
that have done a good deal to jus- 
tify Irishmen’s bitter objections to 
stage and screen representations of 
himself and his people, 

The picture has its comedy bits, 
but they are always done in an art- 
less and kindly way. Humor always 
sympathetie and genuine, giving evi- 
dence that the original novel was 
written by a Celt with all the loving 
warmth’ of the Irish for the home- 
land and the home people. 

And this material has been tran- 
scribed to the screen with something 
approaching reverence. An element 
that enters is the titling of Maicolm 


Stuart Boylan, as trim a bit of lit- | 


erary workmanship as has come to 
attention lately. The explanatory 
in tune, crisp, un- 
innocent of gagging or 


| striving for effect, either of comedy 
lor drama, and this result is the u!ti- 


| 


mate ‘of the titling art, an art that 
supplements without intrusion. 
The same happy feeling is achieved 


is the} 


head, is serving until he is sum- 
moned home to do vengeance for his 
dead sister. 

All these things, valuable screen 
material intrinsically, are logically 
blended into a capital story, building 
into a strong crescendo. 

Victor McLaglen has a distinctive, 
out of the ordinary role, and he 
plays it to the last ounce. 

Larry Kent and June Collyer are 
the romantie pair, playing daintily. 
Miss Collyer was a happy choice for 
the heroine, for her high bred type 
of beauty harmonizes perfectly 
with the role. 

Altogether a 
calls for 


screen 
unrestrained 


output that 
applause. 
Rush. 


THE 50-50 GIRL 


Paramount ‘predueiion and release. Di- 
rected by Ciarence Badger. Bebe Lan- 
iels starred. Adapted by Ethel Doherty 


from story by John McDermott. 
grammed, but on slides. Titles by George 
Marion, Jr. Photographer, Roy Hunt. At 
Laramount, New York, week May 12. Run- 
ling time, around 65 minutes. 

Kathleen O Daniels 
Jim Donahue. -James Hall] 
Engineer..... Austin 
Buck, the Gorilla Man..George Kotsonaros 
Oscar... Johnnie Merris 


Aside from some of the kids at 
miatinees and the few k. m’s. who 
Will see this film comedy, there are 
about two actual laughs for any- 
one else in the entire running. One 
of those is from the titles. Other- 
wise it’s qa perfect blank, though 
it has Bebe Daniels and her rather 
nice ways of playing. But the pic- 
ture will need plenty of stage show 
support and should be given it, 

A boresome thing to the limit, 
containing but two angles and each 
ot those of the extreme silly sort 
for this day of the show business. 
One is the exchange of places by 
man and woman, one of those “50 
Years From Now” skits that was 
thought to have been barred from 
the stage or sereen by common con- 
sent 10 years ago. The other is 
mystery thrills in a cave, such as 
the children might cry out about 
When going through the “Coal 
Mine” at Luna Park. This bit 
seemed taken in one of those sum- 
mer park concessions. 

The cave stuff is terrible, in con- 
ception, direction, execution and 
any other thing you may want to 
think about. While the kitchen 
cooking stuff by James Hall is 
probably as nauseating as he must 
have thought of the thing cooked 
up for him to do. 

Miss Daniels’ performance over- 
shadowed that of Hall's, but allow- 
ing Hall the discounts for his un- 
deserved handicap of the character. 
Second was Johnnie Morris in a 
fop role, and the rest didn’t mean 
a thing. Even George Marion’s cap- 
tions away below his average, but 
he has the story excuse also. 

One would hardly think it needs 
money to make moving pictures 
after seeing “The 50-50 Girl” with 
the name of Paramount on it. 


CIRCUS ROOKIE 


and re- 


| Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production 


Jease, Starring Karl Dane, George K. Ar- 
thur, and featuring louise Lorraine. Di- 
rected by Edward Sedgewick from own 
story, in collaboration with I. Lipton 
Photographed by M. T3. Gerstad with Rob- 
ert Hopkins titling. At the Capitol, New 
York, week May 12, Running time, & 
ininutes. 

Francis Byrd..... George K. Arthur 
6066060006 Louise Lorraine 


Standard comedy of no particular 
brilliance, turned out on the seem- 
ingly mass production basis that 
has sponsored so many others of the 
ilk. Karl Dane puts on 
is spattered by Arthur's’ Ford 
as it passes through a puddle, and 
that starts the feud that travels all 
over the circus lot. They'll laugh 
a few times and forget it. 

Not over-long on sprightly gags, 
With the ever-present situation be- 
ing the undersized member of the 
team in constant danger of being 
annihilated by the big husk. Mean- 
while Arthur is trying to make some 
headway with the trapeze artiste, 
daughter of the owner of the show. 
The little guy finally gets up on the 
swinging cross-bar for trick photog- 
raphy and a final fall into the net. 

The supposed thrill is when the 
big ape (Ired Humes) gets loose on 
a train, attacks the girl and frightens 
the engineer and fireman from the 


Not pro-4 


a new suit, | 
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{ 


| 


| 


| 


pullevs to 


|, cuts the jail in half, 


in the photography. George rnaggedt Impending wreck has a tw ist 
Schneideman has caught some of the |!9, the circus train Hable to over- 
|take a freight ahead of it. 

most striking touches of composi- tobert Hopkins, M-G’s veteran 
tion seen on the st reen since those ltitle writer, whose name seldom 
swamp iand shots in Sunrise, | flashes on a credit caption, has done 
which they often resemble. There are } much to help the picture; but at 


bits of mist-draped landscape that 
actually inspire real emotion; vistas 
of moorlands in dim morning lights, 
glimpses of an old gate and drive- 
way to a castle that give the feeling 
of fine old prints. From start to fin- 
ish the pictorial side of the produc- 
tion is a revelation of camera pos- 
sibilities. 


The film has good theatrical val-'} 


ues. There is a splendidly built up 
sequence of a_ steeplechase with 
dandy trick shots of horses going 
over the obstacles and mounts and 
riders taking astonishing falls. There 
are passages of first rate dramatic 
tension built up toward the climax, 
where the heavy burns down the 
castle just as the hero who has been 
trailing him to avenge a wronged 
sister comes to grips with him. One 
episode takes the story among the 
Foreign Legion where the hero, an 


exile from Erin with a price on his! 


i best it’s not more than a filler for 
|the big houses. Its sudden placing 
fe this theatre was probably due to 
the management's fear of the re- 
ivival scheduled, “The White Sis- 
| ter,” against the Paul Ash opening 
| down the street at the Paramount. 
The Capitol’s strong stage show 
j; will help this film this week, and it 
ican stand like treatment cross 
country. 

If there’s any cast choice it goes 
to Dane as the dumb employe to 
whom the ugly tempered ape takes 
a fancy. Humes makes the anima! 
unusually realistic and Arthur 
spends most of his time displaying 
a frightened and innocent pan. 

Louise Lorraine, as the gir], is a 
mild 50 per cent. of the equally mild 
love interest, but holds enough to 
hint she may eventually show some- 
thing. 
Picture 


akes an even course, 


neither reaching the heights nor 
plumbing the depths. One of those 
pictures that men forget and short 
of creating anxiety as to when the 
next Dane-Arthur release will be 
along. Halt houses will mark its 


path. Sid. 
STEAMBOAT BILL, JR. 
United Artists production, directed by 
Charles F. teisner Cameramen, Dev 
Jennings and Bert Haines Stery by Carl 
Ha -baugh Buster Keaton with Ernest 
Torrence co-starred At Rialto. New York 
May !2, indef. Running time, 65 mins 
Steumboat Bill. Ernest Torren: 
‘ Meron ! on 
Steamboat Gill, J Buster 
This is the last comedy Buster 


Keaton made under his United Art- 
ists contract. It was held back for 
several months, getting iiself con- 
cerned in several wild rumors, all 
of which were a million miles from 
facts. Whatever may have been 
the real reason why United Artists 
took its time about releasing this 
one, it had nothing to do with quat- 
ity. for it’s a pip of a comedy. 
Lovers of comedy and picture house 
regulars will like this latest Keaton 
film. It’s one of his best. 

Carl Harbaugh wrote the story 
and supplied the comedy construc- 
tion, while “Chuck” Reisner's 
rection extracts the last drop of 
juice from the situations and gags. 

The story concerns the efforts of 
an old hard-boiled river eaptain 
(Marnest Torrence), to survive on 
the river in the face of opposition 
from a brand new modern rival 
boat, put in commission by his rival 


(Tom MceQuire). The old-timer 
hasn't seen his son since he was an 
infant. The son arrives (Buster 


Keaton), and things begin to hap- 
pen, fast and furiously. 

The son ‘falls in love with the 
daughter of the rival owner. Mat- 
ters reach a climax when the old 
tub of Steamboat Bill is condemned. 
In a rage, he confronts his rival 
and accuses him of jobbing him. A 
battle ensues. Torrence is jailed for 
contempt, after he has torn up 
the condemnation notice. 

Keaton appears to try and res- 
cue the father. He is carrying a 
huge loaf of bread. Inside he has 
concealed enough tools to free Ire- 
land. His efforts to get his father 
to accpet the bread are one of the 
funniest scenes in the picture. 

A wind storm which takes the 
roofs off houses and raises cain in 
general, is also used as a frame 
work for several very funny gags 
for Keaton. The old vaudeville 
stunt of a falling set with the vic- 
tim emerging unharmed because it 
held a center door fancy which 
framed his body, is twisted into a 
corking screen gag through the 
added thrill of apparently seeing a 
whole side of A house fall. and 
Keaton remain standing upright, 
oblivious of danger because an open 
window fell around him, 

During the wind storm Keaton {fs 
riding a hospitial cot. He also has 
some funny stuff when he is blown 
into the ruins of the town's the- 
atre. He finally grabs a tree for 
protection. It is uprooted and gives 
him a ride to the river. He lands 
back on his dad's tub in time to save 
the girl and his father. The latter 
is in the jug and about to he 
drowned when Keaton, by using 
replace the engineer, 
old stern wheeler and 
releasing the 


starts the 
old man. 
After this Keaton saves every- 
body, including his father’s rival 
and a minister, the latter just in 
time to unite him to the heroine. 


An excellent cast gave Keaton 
and Torrence big league support 
The late Tom Lewis as the first 
mate, Mr. McGuire as the rival 
owner and Marion as the 
girl, contributed heavily. 

The picture looks like a heavy 
production outlav and warrants it. 


for the effects obtained are thrill- | pient of 


ing. The windstorm is a gem and 
the river stuff interesting and color- 
ful 

Keaton does some back breaking 
acrobaties in his awkward attempts 
to master seamanship, some of the 
falls looking dangerous. The gacs 
maintain an even tempo of lauchs. 
and are all new to picture h 
aAndiences, although 
reminiscent to a vaudevillian 

Cnn, 


several are 


THE LIGHT OF ASIA 


(INDIA-MADE) 


Produced by the Mimansu RB: Group in 
ONaboration with th Emeika Production 
Co, of Munich, Germany. Directed by O 
F. Osten. Cameramen, Willy Kiermeister 
and Joseph Wiersching. Screened for the 
first time in America by the Fiim Arts 
Guild At Carnegie Hall, New York, May 
11. Running time, 90 minutes. 
ting Suddohodhanna..........Sarada UWkil 

i Queen Maya, consort..... aeaus Rani Bala 
Gotama, son Ral 
eccese-- Frofulla Kuma 
Asita, the 


“The Light’ of Asia” is a story 
of India and has a theme that 
carries six of the principals through 
the éntire production, the locale, 
people, habits and customs al! be- 
ing typical of that tropical country 
It apparently has been a long time 


reaching the American screen. Seyv- } 


eral years ago it was on the London 
silver sheets. In New York 
screened at Carnegie Hall for a few 
limited extra scale performances. 
To the average American movie 
devotee “The Light of Asia” will 


it was] 


fand 


| 
! 


i 
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hold interest through its native cast, 
its colorful surroundings and its 
picturesqueness, yet cannot ap- 
proach anything exceptional or sen- 
sational through its snaillike story 
pace. That story does its best at 
times to approach real romance of 
the heart-throbbing love type but 
submerges itself in propaganda that 
is palpably of a religious aspect and 
Which naturally takes the kick out 
of any try for melodrama. 

On the.whole “The Lizht of Asia” 
as sumn¥ed up depicts in a lavish 
and pictorial way that despite the 
belief that India is rock ribbed itn 
idol worship, filled with degenerates 
thrives on the lowest form of 
illiteracy, that there is a real light, 
im enieghtenment and a real atmos- 
phere that is good propaganda for 
the country. 

It does give a vivid picture of how 
even royalty can toss off its silks 
and Satins to spread spiritual 
morale that has wide reaching re- 
sults. 

“The Light of Asia" is a sort of a 
paradox. It's a spectacle and pag- 
eant and again it isn't. During one 
of the big scenes where the royal 
offspring of two Indian families are 
joined in wedlock there is a wedding 
procession and ceremonial remt- 
niscent of recent articles in the 
United States pvess when Nanev 
Miller, an American girl, was mar- 
ried to an Indian Maharajah. 

That Nancy Miller wedding is so 
fresh in the minds of Americans 
that perhaps that alone may create 
additional curiosity on this side to 
see “The Light of Asia.” 

One sees elephants and camels in 
their every day work and _ proces- 
sional duties, the former in partic- 
ular being interesting as they stroll 
along the narrow streets of India 
With packed-in humanity on either 
side. 

Some disjointed phases and some 
tall imagining to be done at dif- 
ferent points. The caption or title, 
all the titles in English for the 
American presentation, reads that 
the King’s son, who has left his 
attractive dusky bride, his luxurtfous 
home and everything that regal 
splendor can do for him day and 
night, to become a wanderer, a no- 
madic beggar, having seen “the 
light” that impels him to carry spir- 
{tual encouragement to the side- 
walks, has been for 40 days and 
40 nights under a native tree be- 
fore deliverance comes. Yet during 
that long siege the young man looks 
Just as fresh and clean as the first 
day he started on his aimless wan- 
derings. 

Everything is in keeping with the 
story; it is undeniably al] in alla 
native India proposition and that in 
itself is something of a change from 
the Hollywood built scenes 
of the deserts and Far Fast. 

Any effort to put this one on a 
$2 plane with road shows or Amer- 
ican mades of that class {s golng to 
leave this foreign one a_ hopeless 
last, through its lack of a direct 
melodramatic smash or action that 
holds the necessarv kick. 

Some bully good photography, 
much of the coloring type that 
makes it a little bit more than usual, 
and again it has some terrible shots. 

This film may get something on 
its foreign embellishment but very 
doubtful if it could go into any 
American city and stand up at ad- 
vanced prices. 

For those who read, delve and 
follow cults: who are enthralled by 
anything that savors of the tropical 
mysticism and who are fed up on 
westerns, deep-dyed melodramatic 
subjccts and delight in something 
typically historical, allegorically and 
otherwise, will get an eyeful fn this 
made in India picture. 

At Carnegie Hall the audience 
was appreciative and expressions as 
the folks filed out indicated that it 
held interest, yet none was a rave 

Out in the northwest where Nancy 
Miller is best known this one should 


prove a magnetic draw Kven in 
the crossroads where see 
the elephants and camels in the 
news reels or oceasional circus “The 
Asia” should prove 

Mark 

- 
CARMEN 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Albatross production, released by the 
Eastern Film Company. Featuring Raque 
Meller Based on novel by Prosper Meri- 
meer Directed by Jacques Feyder, In cast, 
ton Modot \t Greenwi Village New 
York om rum, starting May & hunning 
tin i minutes 

Arty, in one Way or another, ever 
it was built about a decade 
the Greenwich Villave has now 
fone art movie under imangaement 
of Harold Meltzer and James Riley, 


who also run the Greenwich Village 
Inn. They have the house under @ 
five-veur lease. 

This French flleker of the famous 
story of Carmen, the gypsy, that 
has been used and abused on many 
a movie lot in recent years, is a 


real achievement for several rea- 
sons, not the least of which is that 
it was shot in Ronda, Spain. the 
actual locale of Merimies "s Yarn. 
other is Raquel Meller as Carmen 


and Louis Lerch as Don Jose. The 


story in this version of “Carmen 
closely follows the novel, imste rd of 
the operatic version used for pre- 
viously screened “Carmens.” This 
“Carmen is okay for any cut house 

and ditto for the grinds. 
The story of the evpsv cigaret 
girl who varnps the soldier and leads 
the banditry for 


him te murder 
love of her needs no retelling for 
(Continued on page 29) 
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— 


the. 
Photophone 


A Product of 


RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 


years of intensive 
research and experiment in the 
foremost electrical and acoustical 
laboratories of the world, the Radio 
Corporation of America announces 
the formation of RCA Photophone, 
Inc., for the purpose of marketing 
new and highly perfected devices 
for the recording and reproducing 
of sound on motion picture film. 


Only a supremely scientific and 
mechanical age could produce a 
mechanism so superbly efficient as 
the RCA Photophone, and so capa- 
ble of revolutionizing present-day 
motion picture values. And only an 
industry that has reached the heights 
of the motion picture business could 
have inspired it. 


WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC & MFG. CO. 


As a new form of embellishment of 
motion picture programs, and as an 
aid in enhancing the effects and nat- 
uralism of motion picture produc- 
tions, RCA Photophone marks the 
next step in advance in the produc- 
tion and presentation of motion 
pictures—a step long prophesied, 
and inevitable. 


Differing materially from all other 
systems in its achievement of com- 
plete practicability, RCA Photo- 
phone restores to the motion picture 
theatre its original birthright of the 
screen’s popularity. 


As such, it promises to become as 
necessary an element of every the- 
atre’s equipment as its theatre chairs. 


ANOTHER MILESTONE IN MOTION PICTURE HISTORY 
Si \ O44 
| 
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A PERFECT “SOUND FILM” THAT ALL 
PRODUCERS AND THEATRES CAN USE 


RC Photophone embodies 

projection and acous- 
tical improvements of far-reaching 
significance. Nothing approaching 


it in tonal effectiveness has ever be- 


fore been offered motion picture 
theatres. 


The human voice is reproduced by 
RCA Photophone as a real voice, 
rather than the emanation of some 
mechanical force. The most delicate 
tones of a symphonic orchestra 
reach their hearers with all the tonal 
fidelity of the original orchestration. 
There is absolutely no over-loading, 
no distortion or unnatural volume. 


Furthermore, as a result of a wholly 
new sound recording process, RCA 
Photophone films /ast. The sound 


track of these films will outlive the 
picture. 


In the production of motion pic- 
tures, the RCA Photophone will add 
the vast entertainment resources of 
the radio field to those of the film 
industry. There will be available a 
wide selection of full length motion 
picture productions from front-rank 
producing organizations, synchro- 
nized with symphonic orchestrations 
and dramatic sound effects. Also, 
news reels and novelty films. 


The new RCA Photophone projec- 
tion equipment will be ready for in- 
stallation in the theatres July 1st. In- 
stallation prices will vary from $4,000 
to $15,000, depending upon the size 
of the theatre. The equipment may be 
leased at exceptionally moderate terms. 


Equipment that meets 
every requirement 


RCA PHOTOPHONE projection equipment 
may be installed in practically every projection 
booth with little alteration. 


Standard films, without the sound feature, 
may be used without any change in the RCA 
Photophone, as may all types of “talking films.” 
The installation of RCA Photophone equip- 
ment in no way interferes with the projection 
of the ordinary picture. ’ 


In addition to a wide range of feature pro- 
ductions, news reels and novelty films, there 
will be available through RCA Photophone, 
Inc., a large selection of films of incidental and 
non-synchronized music. 


For theatres desiring only reproducing appa- 
ratus for incidental and non-synchronized 
music, there will be available high power 
reproducers, providing superlative perform- 
ances, at moderate prices. 


Board of Directors of 
RCA Photophone, Inc. 


CORNELIUS N. BLISS PAUL D. CRAVATH 
GENERAL JAMES G. HARBORD 
EDWARDIW. HARDEN EDWIN M. HERR 
DAVID SARNOFF JAMES R. SHEFFIELD 
GERARD SWOPE OWEN D. YOUNG 


Officers of RCA Photophone, Ine. 


Chairman of the Board 
GENERAL JAMES G. HARBORD 


President 
DAVID SARNOFF 


Vice-President - - E. E. BUCHER 
Technical Vice-Pres., ALFRED N. GOLDSMITH 
Treasurer - GEORGE S. DeSOUSA 
Secretary - - LEWIS MacCONNACH 
Comptroller . - CHARLES J. ROSS 


Board of Consulting Engineers 
ALFRED N.GOLDSMITH CC. W. STONE S. M. KINTNER 


Forward-looking exhibitors, when in New York, 
are invited to investigate at our studio, the busi- 
ness-building potentialities of RCA Photophone. 


RCA PHOTOPHONE 


411 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 


A Subsidiary of the Radio Corporation of America 
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Ga. Exhib Sues Fox and Others for 
$102,200; Charges Trade Restraint 


Alleges Film Board Refused Him Service After 
Making Unjust Award—P. V. Kelley Suing 


Atlanta, May 15. 

Charging conspiracy in restraint 
of trade, P. V. Kelley, picture ex- 
hibitor, of Ashburn, Ga., has filed 


> 
§ 


LILLIAN DREW 


Sensational Acrobatic Dancer 


Week May 12 (this wk.) 


ROXY, NEW YORK 


For Production Engagements or 
Picture House Presentations 
Communicate with My Manager 


GUS EDWARDS 


Syd and Norman Newhoff 
1658 Broadway, New York City 


asking $102,000 in damages from 
Fox and a dozen other distributors. 

Kelley alleged damages to the 
extent of $33,000 resulted from the 
concerted action of members of the 
Atlanta Film Board of Trade in 
cutting off his film service Jan. 1. 
The petition asked three times the 
bill of damages as provided in the 
Sherman anti-trust act. 

Kelley said that on entering the 
picture business in February, 1927, 
he contracted with Warner Brothers, 
Universal, Famous Players, Educa- 
tional, F.B.0O., Bromberg and Lib- 
erty to supply him with pictures. 
Shortly afterward he discontinued 
the Fox news, his contract having 
expired. Arbiters appointed by the 
Film Board of ‘Trade then awarded 
Fox to Kelley for 52 weeks, over his 
protest, he alleges, 

He charges that he declined to 
accept the service and a penalty of 
$2,045 was assessed against him by 
the seven distributors. On his re- 
fusal to pay his service was discon- 
tinued. Kelley says he then offered 
to pay his contract rates in advance 
but was refused, whereupon he 
asked to buy service of United Ar- 
tists, Pathe, M-G-M, First National 
and Universal, all said to have been 
prohibited, through membership in 
the Film Board of Trade, from con- 
tracting service to him, he alleges. 


Chi Conventions 


Chicago, May 15. 

United Artists will hold its sales 
convention at the Blackstone Hotel 
here May 25. 

Columbia's local convention 
opened Friday (11) at the Congress 
Hotel, 

FBO started its Chicago sales 
convention at the auditorium Sun- 


day (13). 


OPERA 


“MEDITATION” 
“SOLDIERS’ CH 


“SEXTETTE” 


THE 
JESSE CRAWFORD 


ORGAN CONCERT 
PARAMOUNT, 


MRS. CRAWFORD AT THE ORGAN 
PROGRAM WEEK BEGINNING SATURDAY, MAY 12 


“MARTHA” 


“MUSETTE’S WALTZ,” “LA BOHEME” 


NEW YORK 


MEDLEY 


FROM “THAIS” 
ORUS,” “FAUST” 


FROM “LUCIA” 


suit in federal district court here! 


VINA and 


Permanent Address, 


NOW 


FOR SENSATIONAL ADAGIO SEE 


IN THEIR OWN REVUE 
TOURING PANTAGES CIRCUIT 


ARTHUR 


Variety, Los Angeles 


Church’s “Paper” 


Churches offering opposition 
to picture houses by exhibiting 
films at ad iission prices are 
now utilizing “paper” as well. 


Immaculate Conception 
Church, in the Bronz, issues 
“lithograph” passes to those 


storekeepers who will display 
window announcements of its 
twice-a-week film shows. 


Talker Operators 
Scale Adjusted 
In San Jose, Cal 


San Francisco, May 15. 
West Coast has worked out a 
satisfactory scale with the projec- 
tionists in San Jose over Vitaphone 
and Movietone operation. It is still 
in negotiation with the operators in 
Oakland, Sacramento and Fresno, 
with prospects of ultimate agree- 
ment. With talking pictures instal- 
lation in these towns running oper- 
ating costs to a prohibitive figure 
on wage scale and number of men 
required in booths, West Coast The- 
atres was left no alternative and 
ordered discontinuance. 
Failing to convince the projec- 
tionists that their demands were 
out of reason, the c.rcuit closed 
the Campus, Berkeley (suburb of 
and under Oakland jurisdiction) 
and the Capitol, Sacramento. 
The San Jose situation was set- 
tled on a basis of three men in the 
booth when using talking appliance 
part time, up to one hour, at $10, 
over the regular scale for straight 
pictures, When a full Vitaphone 
show, including scored pictures, is 
run four men, split in two shifts 
of two men each, will be used. 
Conferences between the theatre 
execs and the union leaders are 
somewhat clarifying the Oakland 
and Sacramento situations and in- 
dications are that an adjustment 
will shortly be worked out. 
Most of the Vitaphone projection 
scales were set by men new to the 
business, base@ on suggestions 
made by a few operators who were 
vitally interested. It is generally 
felt that unless projectionists agree 
to more equitable demands and help 
establish proper scale and condi- 
tions of employment there will be 
no considerable volume of talking 
pictures on the coast. 


e 
Film Board Convention 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

Representatives of the various 
Film Boards of Trade in key cities 
of this country and Canada will 
meet at the Ambassador Hotel for a 
week’s convention beginning May 
19, 

Chief factotum will be C. C. Petti- 
john, of the Motion Picture Pro-| 
ducers and Distributors of Am<¢ rien, | 
father of the film board idea. 


Trem Carr's 8 

J. P. MeGowan has been signed | 
by Trem Carr to direct eight pie- | 
tures featuring Bob Custer, to -be | 
released for Syndicate Pictures | 


through Rayart exchanges. 
The first subject is under 


Loew’s, Buffalo, 
May Be Made All 
Indie by Local Co. 


A report around New York for 
some time that Loew's, Buffalo, an 
independently and locally owned 
vaudfilm theatre, but operated and 
booked by Loew’s Inc., might dis- 
solve the present connection now 
appears to have actual substance, 


The Buffalo Loew’s holding com- 
pany has paid no dividend for some 
years. Its stock is said to have 
dropped below 15, while the house 
for the past year has been steadily 
reported: in the red, 

It is also reported there is fric- 
tion between the holding company 
and Loew’s as the operator, with 
a speculative surmise that the Buf- 
falo locals may decide to run the 
house as an independent or go with 
another chain if Loew’s, Inc., with- 
draws as the operator and booker, 

In any adjustment, reported as 
possible, a new agreement may. be 
reached between the theatre and 
Loew’s, with the latter now operat- 
ing ander a lease that may be ter- 
minated at will upon given notice 


if the gross falls below a _ fixed- 


minimum for any set period. 
Should the separation occur, 

from the account, it will happen 
in the summer, in July or August. 


“LION-MOUSE” MAY 21, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 10. 
“Lion and the Mouse,” with Vita- 
phone, will succeed “Glorious 
Betsy” at the local Warner Brothers 
theatre May 21. 
Larry Ceballos will stage a pres- 


entation with the cast to include 
Jimmie Clemens, Eileen Marcy, 
Harry and Dan Downing, The 
Rogues, Tommy Atkins Sextette, 


Sally and Ted, and a chorus of 24 
girls. 

There will be two Vitaphone sub- 
jects. 


Mid-West Houses 
Taking on Talkers 


Chicago, May 15, 
Smaller houses in the midwest 
section are capitulating to the talk. 


ing pictures idea in a wholesale 
manner. Some figure it a good 


policy to have the equipment in. 
stalled now as an antidote to prob. 
abilities of a tough summer season, 

Vitaphone is being installed jn 
this territory at the rate of five a 
week, 


—“Panto-Mirth” 


with 


Jack Laughlin’s 
“Sunshine Days” 
A Publix Unit 


Dir.: SCHALLMAN BROS. 


One of Fanchon and Marco’s Good ‘‘Ideas’’ 
NAT 


SPECTOR 


A Derk Cloud with a Silver Lining 


Another FANCHON and MARCO “Idea” 


WALDRON 


Master of Ceremonies 


AVE. - - SEATTLE 


JACK 


JOHN MAXWELL 


AMERICA’S MOST EXTRAORDINARY SINGING VOICE 


Now Under Exclusive Management WM. MORRIS 
By Arrangement With MINNIE ELIZABETH WEBSTER 


way. | 


BEBE BARRI’S 
DANCING GIRL UNITS 


The Eight BEBE BARRI’S Rockets 


now in their fifteenth week at Wisconsin Theatre, Milwaukee, Wis. 
are being retained there until September 


Thanks to E, J.WEISFELDT 


six 


LOEW’S ALLEN 


BEBE BARRI Girls 


consecutive months 


THEATRE, CLEVELAND, OHIO 


BEBE BARRI Girls 


now in their 20th week at 


LOEW’S PARK THEATRE, CLEVELAND, OHIO 


Booked by PHIL TYRRELL, WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Chicago 


: 
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Another 
FOX Supremacy 


DURING THE SELLING SEASON 


now closed, more than 


NEW ACCOUNTS 


played the industry’s finest product 


FROM AUGUST, 1927 
to date 


FOX FILM CORPORATION 


is proud to announce this increase in business 


deserved by magnificent BOX-OFFICE Successes: 


2062 SHREWD 
ew accounts in ew accounts | ieee. 
United States in Canada BUYERS 


AND NOW MORE THAN EVER 
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BUSIN 


rancisco 


WALTER. MOROSCO 


presente 


A Cabaret 
Chorine goes. 
from Paris to 


LOWELL SHERMAN 
LOUISE DRESSERL 
CHARLES RAY 


Based on the play by Rudolph 
Bernnauer and Rudolph Oesterreicher 


IN 


Supervised by 
John W. Considine, Jr. 


A Lewis Milestone 
Production 


UNITED ARTISTS 
PICTURE 


| 
VA A 
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Stat 
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| loses her heart. 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY ig 


‘Advice Installation 
Given Technicians Coast 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Motion picture technicians assert 
that it will be only 18 months be- 
fore the theatres of the United 
States, of any size at all, will be 
equipped to handle sound or talk- 
ing pictures. These statements were 
made by @ number of technicians 
experimenting on the project, at a 
eonference of the Technicians’ 


Opening May 21 
Stanley, Philadelphia, Pa. 


BUDDY 
PAGE 


America’s Most Versatile 
and Youthful Bandmaster 
of Ceremonies 


“VARIETY” says: 


one band number Page 
plays a solo on the marimba, 
piano, bass viol (strumming it) 
and, throwing a few somersaults, 
he leaps into the pit and plays 
the organ till the house rocks. 
Panic, and deservedly.” 


“In 


Under Personal Guidance of 
ARTHUR ANDERSON 


GEORGE DEBER, Personal Rep. 
Bookod by 


SAMUELS MUSICAL BUREAU 
1560 Broadway 


One of the things that Sales 
Managers and Salesmen_ are 
proud to talk about at their 
national conventions is good box- 
office pictures 


Makes Them for Distribution by 


FOX 


West Coast Motion Picture 
Directory of Players, Direc- 
tors and Writers 


Titles by 
MALCOLM 
STUART 
BOYLAN 


FOX 


JOHN F. 
GOODRICH 


FREE 
LANCING 


JOHN WATERS 


DIRECTOR 
Leaving Paramount 
June 1 


branch of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences. 

Roy Pomeroy, head of the Para- 
mount research and sound and ef- 
fects department, told of the vast 
number of 
for the word as to what style of 
talkie project to install. When that 
word is give Pomeroy feels that 
at least 5,000 houses will be ready 
to use pictures of the sound and 
effect style within six months. 

O. A. Ross, who read a paper on 
“Tone in Connection with the Mo- 
tion Picture,” stated that the field 
is under three heads, though claims 
may be made that there are four 
or five. The three he specified are 
(a) continuous performance or con- 
tinuing action with sound, similar 
to that in “The Jazz Singer’; (b) 
intermittent synchronizing action 
and sound, as in the blowing of 
whistles or firing of guns; (c) non- 
synchronizing .action and _ sound, 
such as the reproduction of inci- 
dental music during the presenta- 
tion of a scene. 

He pointed out that to his way of 
thinking the Jolson picture was 
a standard to abide by and not a 
freak as there is only one Jolson. 
He declared that this particular pic- 
ture opens the path for outstanding 
artists to carry a feature picture 
entirely on their own entertaining 
ability. 

In discussing the intermittent type 
Ross feels that it is most essential 
and will be universally adopted. 
He claims that it will enable pro- 
ducers to emphasize the more im- 
portant scenes of a _ production 
through the employment of the syn- 
chronized sound. 

He also urges that the industry 
be careful in making their selec- 
tion of the apparatus they wish to 
adopt. Ross says that it would be 
best to get the apparatus which 
holds out the widest latitude for 
successful development and when 
that is done to stick back of this 
particular device and work for its 
further perfection. This, he points 
out, would eliminate the expense to 
the exhiLitor of equipping theatres 
with from one to half a dozen de- 
vices, so that the latter might take 
advantage of the best each might 
present from time to time. The 
smaller exhibitor, he feels, could not 
do this and, without his support, 
the future of sound projection might 
not be entirely successful or profita- 
ble, 

Regulating Volume 

Pomeroy said nothing should be 
done further reducing the size of 
the camera aperture. In early days 
it was necessary to reduce the size 
of the frame owing to difficulty in 
securing lenses. Now it is possible 
to get the lenseg but the matter 
of expense involved in shifting over 
has delayed the change. 

By a device containing a loud 
speaker it is possible for a monitor 
placed outside the recording stage 
to determine the volume of the 
various voices and have them modi- 
fied or strengthened. It is not pos- 
sible to change the volume in print- 
ing. 

Western Electric now is making 
an auxiliary non-synchronizing film 
for use in breaks, Pomeroy stated. 

The art of the old Biograph in 
using large frames was right and 
would return, said Chairman Nicka- 
laus, the reduction to present size 
being accomplished. by projection 
printing. 

Seund could be controlled through 
a range of from 300 to 8,000 tone 
cycles, declared Pomeroy. 

Separate recording film will be 
necessary in the case of Techni- 
color, 

It will be more economical to 
photograph successful plays with 
dialog than it will be straight pic- 
tures, added Mr. Pomeroy. This was 
due to the small number of sets to 
be photographed, in comparison 
with the many locations in the case 
of a picture. This opens a new field 
for road shows, he said. 


Filmed Fight History 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

John Burke, retired sports editor, 
has completed making a seven-reel 
picture narrating the history of 
fighting from year 100 B. C. to the 
present date. 

Mushy Callahan and another 
Coast fighter did the demonstra- 


tions. 


Burke expects to road show the 
picture, sending along with each 
unit a former pug to lecture. 


theatres just waiting. 


NO TOPEKA POOL 


Theatre Interests Agree in a 
Denia! 
Topeka, May, 15. 

Rumors of a consolidation of To- 
peka houses under one management 
rumors, nothing else, so 
Variety’s correspondent is informed 
by Roy Crawford, Lawrence Bruen- 
ninger, G. L. Hooper and Maurice 
W. Jencks, representing the Kansas 
Amusement Syndicate, Lawrence 
Amusement Co., Javnawk Co., and 
the National Theatres Co. 

Calling in a body upon the 
Variety man, the gentlemen de- 
clared that while there had been 
some taik there is no chance this 
season for any change in manage- 
ment, ownership or policy of the 
nine Topeka houses. 

The Grand and Orpheum are 
owned by the National, which man- 
ages the Jayhawk for the Jayhawk 
Co. Lawrence Amusement Co., 
largely Nate Block of St. Joseph, 
owns the Cozy, Crystal, Gem and 
Best theatres, and the Novelty, 
vaudeville, is owned by the Kansas 
Amusement Syndicate, of which L. 
M. Crawford is president, and in 
which the National Co. owns an 
interest. 


All 


Ist Div’s Name Changed 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

First Division Pictures of Cali- 
fornia have changed {ts charter to 
read First Division Producers Cor- 
poration, with R. M. Furst, presi- 
dent and treasurer; Raymond Wells, 
vice-president in charge of produc- 
tion, and Jesse Goldburg, secretary. 

The producing corporation will 
make pictures to released 
through the First Division Distrib- 
utors, of which Jesse Goldburg is 
an officer in charge of distribution. 


| Uniformed Attendants 
Park Cars for Patrons 


Milwaukee, Wis., May 15. 
A new stunt is offered by 
Srin’s Garden for the auto 
drivers. House has arranged 


with a nearby garage for three 
uniformed attendants in front 
of the theatre. 

When a car drives up the at- 
tendant hands the driver a 
check and then takes the car 
to the garage. This elimt- 
nates the necessity of the car 
owner parking his machine 
while the family waits. 

Theatre is out nothing except 
the money spent on advertising 
the system. Garage pays for 
the attendants, getting it back 
from the 85 cents” service 
charge the auto owner pays. 
The attendants are bonded 
against accident, 


Report Bob White Selling 
11 Houses to Universal 


Portland, Ore., May 16. 
Bob White, general manager of 11 
suburban houses of the Multnomah 


Theatres group, is reported selling 
cut to Universal. Local reports are 
that Universal is allied with the 
Circle theatre, downtown second run 
house, in purchase of the suburban 
group. 

The sale, if consumated, will prove 
a setback to the plans of independent 
exhibitors, who were contemplating 
formation’ of the Northwest Inde- 
pendent Exhibitors’ Association as 
a booking combine. 


Serials’ Comeback: 


Eleven Will Start 


Within the Month 


Los Angeles, May 165. 
Production of serial pictures are 
regaining popular favor among 


coast producers, with over 11 sched- 
uled to be in work within the next 
30 days. 

Companies engaged in making the 
chapter pictures or preparing are 
Weiss Brothers with two; Nat Le- 
vine, two for state-right release; 
Ruth Roland, two for state right; 
Rayart, one, and both Pathe and 
Universal expecting to keep two 
serial units going for the balance 
of the year. 

Other small independent com- 
panies are expected to contribute at 
least 15 before the year is out. 


U Strengthened in N. W. 


Portland, Ore., May 15. 

Universal is in a much stronger 
position as 1 distributor in the 
northwest territory as a result of a 
deal, when Bob White resigned as 
president of Multno .ah “heatres, in 
which Universal has been for some 
time a 50 per cent partner. 

White's interests were sold to C. 
I. Woodlaw, H. —<. Phillips ana 
Stephen Farker, who own or controg 
a number of independent houses in 
Washington and Oregon. 

Through their joint interest In the 
11 Multnomah houses they become 
partners with Universal. 


means Profits 


The theatre that stresses screen 


for your screen. 


ROCHESTER, N.Y, 


quality is well on the way to 
popular preference. And that 
preference means profits. 
Specify prints on Eastman Pos- 
itive—the film that preserves 


every bit of photographic quality 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 
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Four Great Laemmle Super Productions. 


UNCLE CABIN 


Carl Laemmle’s $2,000,000 Production direct from 
its six months run on Broadway at $2.00 top.’ 


THE MAN WHO LAUGHS 


Victor Hugo’s immortal romance. Starring Mary Philbin, 
and Conrad Veidt. Now selling out every performance at 
\ Central Theatre, Broadway, N. Y. $2.00 top. 


BROADWAY 


Filmed from the Jed Harris stage production 
written by Philip Dunning and George Abbot 
It’s the one and only Broadway! 


SHOW BOAT 


Tremendous—as Edna Ferber’s best selling novel. _ 
Tremendous—as the sensational Florenz Ziegfeld musical show;, 
Tremendous —in advance publicity and exploitation. 


4 BIG MONEY DENNY’S 


Reginald Denny in four he-man stories with speed in every picture!) 


Red Hot Speed His Lucky Day 
The Night Bird Clear The Decks) 


tr) 


VARIETY 


+ The Danger Rider, Burning 
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7 Big Laemmle Specials 
THE FOREIGN LEGION 


starring NORMAN KERRY and LEWIS STONE 


THE MICHIGAN KID 


_ RENEE ADOREE and CONRAD NAGEL 


THE COHENS AND KELLYS IN 
ATLANTIC CiTy 


Further adventures of the world’s funniest comedy team 


GIVE AND TAKE 


from the Broadway stage success by Aaron Hoffman. 
GEORGE SIDNEY and JEAN HERSHOLT 


THE GIRL ON THE BARGE 


from the Cosmopolitan Magazine story by RUPERT HUGHES. 
MARY PHILBIN and JEAN HERSHOLT 


THE LAST WARNING 


Sensational Broadway mystery play 
More thrilling than “The Cat and The Canary” 


LONESOME 


GLENN TRYON and BARBARA KENT, 
in an entirely new, distinctly different type of picture 


S HOOT GIBSON JEWELS 


Proven at the box office absolute King of all Western Stars— 
that’s Hoot Gibson! 


Points West, Clearing The 
Trail, Blow For Blow, 
King Of The Rodeo © 


\The Wind, Smilin’ Guns, - 
The Getaway 


20 
e 
With 
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22 Headliner Jewels 
4.LAURA La PLANTE’S' 


The Screen’s Great Comedienne! 
In four delightful romantic comed 


4GLENN TRYON’S: 


iis face is your fortune. In four new knockouts), 


FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 


with LEWIS STONE, MARCELINE DAY, 
Henry B. Walthall, Malcolm MacGregor. 


with TOM MOORE, BESSIE LOVE. 


J/MAN, WOMAN AND WIFE 


earting NORMAN KERRY. with. PAULINE STARKB:, 


ANYBODY HERE SEEN KELLY 


22 Western and Thrill! Features 


5 Reels Each, 


9 Ted Wells Western Dramas > Thrilling Melodramas 
@ Rex, The Wonde? Horse 2 Aviation Pictures 
with Jack Perrin with Jack Wilson 


Loaded with action—crowded with drama—packed tight with thrills 


TheiBest' Short Subjects in the World 


S AMAZING NEW SUPER SERIALS. 


TARZAN THE MIGHTY 


from the world-famous stories by Edgar Rice Burroughs 


ghow- business and underworld atmosph 


‘THE PLAY GOES ON. 


Two-Reelers in Each 


With the Original Collegian Cas@ 
26 OSWALD 


Beautiful legs— dazzling lights—red hot lips—back-etage lifat 


COME ACROSS. 


A smashing melodrama of the underworld! 
‘Silks and satins in the shadow of the law!] 


THE GRIP OF THE YUKO 


with NEIL HAMILTON, FRANCIS X. BUSH 


PHYLLIS OF THE FOLLIES 


MATT MOORE, ALICE DAY 


SILKS AND SADDLES 


From Gerald Beaumont’s great story 


‘Created by Walt Disney” 
Winkler Productions { 


13 HORACE 
IN HOLLYWOOD. 
Arthur Lake 

13 LAEMMLE 

‘NOVELTIES 


aew under the sua, 


Bleger, Better and Grander Series 


the Lucky Rabbit~One Reel Comedies 


_ | The Final Reckoning ‘The Pirates of Panama 
RED LIPS THE CHARLATAM by G. A. Henty by William MacLeod Raines) 
es Rogers, Marian Nixon. The Mystery Rider ‘The Diamond Master 
HONEYMOON FLATS. JAZZ MAD. by George Morgan, by Jacques Futrelle 
With George Lewis, Dorothy Gulliver, Bryant Washburn; starring JEAN_ HERSHOLT; THE COLLEGIANS ‘STERN BROTHERS, 
THE SHAKEDOWN_ ‘CARL LAEMMLE Jr’ s 2 reel comedies, 13 in each series includiog 
f The double-action, money-making kick Universal Junior Jewels, SNOOKUMS 


in the “Newlyweds and Their Baby” 
“Universal Junior Jewels” 


‘MIKE AND IKE 
LET GEORGE DO If 
BUSTER BROWN 


52 ACTION FEATURETTES 
2-Reel Thrillers 
12 TENDERFOOT THRILLERS) 
with George Chandler 
12 FOREST RANGER PICTURES 
with Edmund Cobb 
‘12 STUNT COWBOY SERIES 
with Bob Curwood 
8 HARRY CAREY Reissues: 
8 JACK HOXIE Reissues’ 


“Thoroughbreds” with MARIAN NIXON), 


YOU CAN’T BUY LOVE 


Fast moving drama of the restless spirit of you 


INTERNATIONAL NEWSREEL 
—— it’s the Jewel of the Newsreels! 
RZrveach week—104 a year—Released thru Universal 
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Makers of Shorts 
Have Had Losing 
Season to Date 


With Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and 
Paramount-Famous-Lasky cutting 
into approximately 12,000 accounts 
between them for short subjects 
and the prices therefore sliding 
down as much as 50 per cent., every 
independent producing and dis- 
tributing organization in the field 
inaking shorts has suffered a heavy 
loss during the past season, It is 
reported from sales departments 
these will continue throughout the 
coming year, 

Though M-G-M and Paramount 


There Is No Substitute for 


STAGE-BAND 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Known as the 


“PAUL ASH POLICY” 


PARAMOUNT 
THEATRE 


NEW YORK 


Indefinitely 


“EXCLUSIVELY COLUMBIA 
RECORDING ARTIST” 


CHINESE BLUES SINGER 
SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR 


WITH FANCHON AND MARCO 
Thanks to Harry Wallin 


“THE HALF-PINT OF BLUES” 


NORA 


SCHILLER 


Headlining for Fanchon and Marco 
Indetinitely 


have cut in strongly the number of 
accounts held by the independent 
producers has not diminished, Sev- 
eral independents have increased 
the volume of their accounts but 
have failed to get adequate prices 
for product. 

M-G-M and Paramount have 
taken, in many cases, the best ac- 
counts in the short subject field, 
getting into the houses paying $75 
and $100 for shorts, The acquisition 
of 100 accounts by the independents 
affected in each case did not offset 
this loss on account of the addi- 
tional bookkeeping and distribution 
necessary in maintaining small ac- 
counts, 

The major producer-distributors, 
though unable to undersell the in- 
dependents, have determined on a 
policy of continuing regardless of 
losses, figuring that the cut in prices, 
and lack of profit in the short sub- 
ject field will eventually drive some 
of the independents, if not all, out 
of the field. 

Educational, Universal, Fox, 
F. B. O. and Pathe shorts have all 
been strongly affected by the en- 
trance of the M-G-M and Para- 
mount shorts through the _ price 
slashing and some are reported tak- 
ing a loss on distribution. 


Units Out of Strand? 


Unit stage shows may be with- 
drawn from the Strand, New York, 
when or before Vitaphone talking 
features and shorts start running 
there, about June 2. 


Though the Stanley Company 
produced units may skip the Broad- 
way house, it is said that they will 
continue with the remainder of the 
present Stanley house route. 

So far units have net struck any 
popular chord at the New York 
Strand. 


Okays Sundays 
Clinton, Ia., May 15. 
By a margin of nine votes, this 
city approved operation of picture 
theatres on Sundays. 


Ask the Man 
Who Played It! 


Going 


SEND US YOUR 
OPEN TIME 
PERCENTAGE ONLY 


Special Reels for 


WOMEN ONLY 


Special Reel for 


MEN ONLY 


SAMUEL CUMMINS 
\f Public Welfare Pictures Corp. 
| 723 Seventh Ave., New York City 


BAND LEADER STIRS 
UP 3 LOCAL DAILIES 


Mgr. of Palace, Dallas, Sus- 
pected Behind Frame 


Dallas, May 15. 

Ken Whitmer, Publix stage band 
leader at the Palace, has fallen 
afoul three newspapers of Dallas 
and a merry war has been going on 
for three weeks. Whitmer takes 
digs at the press from the stage 
and the press comes right back at 
him in the reviews. A Haydn 
Mason, smart managing director of 
the theatre, is said to have started 
it all just after reading a life of 
P. T. Barnum and discovering a 
controversy brings nickels to the 
box office. 
Whitmer prides himself on play- 
ing sixteen musical instruments. 
Three weeks ago he played a trom- 
bone solo and John Rosenfield, Jr., 
reviewer for the ‘Morning News,” 
sat through the show with Mason. 
Rosenfield commented to Mason 
that Whitmer’s playing was badly 
off key. Mason replied that this 
was a new style of trombone play- 
ing imitation of a _ steel guitar. 
Rosenfield used the whole thing in 
a review saying that Whitmer was 
a good steel guitarist among trom- 
bone players. 
This burned Whitmer up and the 
following week he announced from 
the stage that he was going to play 
a two-piano number with Homer 
Phillips and, mentioning Rosenfield 
by name, said that he wished to in- 
form the critic that he, Whitmer, “is 
not one of the four Hawaiians but 
one of the four Horsemen.” Rosen- 
field, who is inclined to be up- 
stagey, got sore and wrote in his 
review that Whitmer now demon- 
strates that “as a trombone player 
he is a good pianist.” Walter Hol- 
brook of the Dallas “Dispatch” took 
a hand at this point and began 
knocking the stage band leader for 
jumping on the newspapers. 

Name Calling 

Last Saturday Whitmer from the 
stage said that he was going to 
play the drums in spite of the 
“police reporters, I mean sporting 
editors, I mean, of course, dramatic 
eritics’”’ in the audience. Rosen- 
field, getting madder, told the public 
about Whitmer’s peeve against the 
press and proceeded to dig further. 
He wrote that Whitmer’s drum 
playing was “almost as good as 
that of the regular drummer” and 
said that the stage band leader took 
two encores on his jazz specialty, 
“one on the motion of his audience 
and one strictly on his own.” Hol- 
brook said that a sports writer was 
a good one to review a Whitmer 
performance inasmuch as Whitmer 
used to be and probably still is a 
prize fighter. 

The only one who is laughing 
about the fight is Mason who recalls 
that the Dallas newspapers romped 
on Lou Forbes, another stage band 
leader, so hard that Forbes became 
the topic of conversation in town 
and lasted 13 months, 10 months 
longer than any other stage band 
leader has survived in this town. 


CANADA’S 1ST FINE 


St. Denis Theatre Allowed Children 
Under 16 in Film House 


Montreal, May 15. 
First infraction of the Children’s 
3111 came up in local courts when 
Raoul Rickner, charged with per- 
mitting children to enter the St. 


Denis theatre, neighborhood house 
in east end of city, was fined $50 


GAYLE 


MOORE 


“MISTRESSES OF CEREMONIES” 


with 
Frank Cambria’s “Take a Chance” Unit 


Wk. May 7, CHICAGO. Wk. May 14, UPTOWN. Wk. May 21, TIVOLI 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


Direction: LYONS & LYONS 


RUTH 


SISTERS 


HOWARD 


Versatility 


and ORCHESTRA 


Now at Melba, Brooklyn, for indefinite engagement 
Direction ARTHUR SPIZZI 


EMERSON 


Showmanship 


and costs for first offense with an 
additional $100 for a second offense. 

Third offense will mean 
license. 


loss of 


Indianapolis Kills Daylight 
Indianapolis, May 15. 
Theatre owners won their fight 
on daylight saving time adopted by 
city council Monday night. Mayor 
L. Ert Slack vetoed the measure in 
response to the storm of protest, led 
by Associated Theatre Owners of 
Indiana. Councilman Herman P. 
Lieber, formerly of Circle Theatre 
Co., recently elected to council, led 
the opposition. 
Fort Wayne and Valparaiso have 


adopted daylight saving time by 
popular vote, 
“Salvage,” Original, U 


Universal has bought an original 
Story “Salvage,” written by 
Clymer. Wesley Ruggles will direct 
it with an all star cast. 

It is a story of the San Francisco 


waterfront. 


$200,000 Altering Plan 
For Publix Palace, Dallas 


Dallas, May 15. 

With John J. Friedl’s return from 
the Publix sales organization con- 
vention, hela in Washington re- 
cently, Al H. Mason, managing di- 
rector of Publix’s Palace here, an- 
nounced the opening of a $200,000 
remodeling and refurnishing pro- 
gram for the house. Fried] is dis- 
trict supervisor for the southwest 
Publix division. 
Work will begin on the project as 
soon as George C. Perkins, Chicago, 
arrives to award the local contract 
after plans have been completed by 
the construction department of the 
Publix headquarters in New York. 
A 48-foot sign, with six-foot let- 
ters, said to be the largest in the 
south, will be on the Palace, says 
Friedl. 
Seating arrangement will be re- 
vamped ~ ‘‘h a probable increase in 
the capacity. 
According to Mason, the construc- 
tion work will not interfere with the 
shows. The work should, according 
to present plans, be completed 
around July 15. 


“Snap Shots” Liked: Other 
Units Made in Chicago 


Chicago, May 15. 
“Snapshots,” the first unit pro- 
duced in Chicago for the regular 
Publix coast tour, is receiving such 
favorable comments from managers 
and reviewers it is probable that 
others will originate here at fre- 
quent intervals for that route. 
“Snapshots” was conceived and 
produced by Will J. Harris of the 
Balaban & Katz production staff. 
He has been engaged in special 
presentation work here for some 
time. 


RNAS BROTHERS. 


BASSADOR 


st. Louis, MO. 


30 Days on Minors’ Charge 


A sentence of 30 days in the 
Workhouse was given Benjamin 
Hurwitz, 57, of 1910 New York-ave- 
nue, Brooklyn, N. Y., owner of the 
Universal Picture theatre on the 
Bowery after his conviction in Spee 
cial Sessions for permitting minors 
into the theatre without guardians, 

Nunnez San Fillipo, of 54 Eldridge 
street, ticket taker, was fined $25. — 

Both were arrested on the com« 
plaint of Children Society agents on 
March 27. 


BENNY 


CUTE, EH! 


Breaking All Records 
Marks Bros. Granada 
and 
Marbro Theatres, 
Chicago, Ill., Indefinitely 


Exclusive Okeh Recording Artist 


‘HERMIE’ KING 
M. of C. and Band Leader 


Direction FANCHON AND MARCO 


Now—SENATOR, SACRAMENTO 


“MITEY” 


ANN LEAF 


AT THE WURLITZER 
BOULEVARD, LOS ANGELES 


John‘ 


MILLER 


j SONGS PLUS PERSONALITY 

In “Diving Venus” Idea, with Thanks 
to Fanchon and Marco 


JOHN and HARRIET 


GRIFFITH 


Dancing Specialties Plus Personality 
Appreciation to Fanchon and Marco 


PIERCE 


Featured Dancer with Joseph Plunkett’s Unit 


‘IN DUTCH” 


STRAND, NEW YORK, Week May 14 


Formerly Premier Danseuse with “Greenwich Village Follies” 
Direction WM. EDELSTEN, 


JENIE JACOBS’ OFFICE 


TRAILERS 


NATIONAL 


SELL SEATS 


REEN SERVICE | 


‘YOUR MOST EFFECTIVE SALESMAN) 
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You'll have to WORK FAST 


to get in this 

| First National 

\ © © \ 

Surprise Special 
ith 


—and we’re working with | 
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Everybody in town will be talk- 
ing about you as the man who 


gave them the surprise oftheir 
lives with this great Special-- i 


Asa man who knows how to pick 
fine pictures on Merit, not 
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to 3 brilliant New Stars ina 


single production. 
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hat smart 
men look for 


1928-29 product 


announcements 


@ Nof gaudy colors. Not smart cracks dished up in trick type. Not 
has-been or synthetic stars. Not run-of-the-mill, old-fashioned pictures. 
- Not good pictures for which there is no advance demand from the 
public. What an look for are the sure-fire naturals, the pictures you 
can tell six months before po play them that they will pack your 
house. @ The Harold Lloyds and the Clara Bows and the Emil Jannings 
and the Richard Dixes and the “Wings” and “The Wedding March.” 
And “Canary Murder Case,” which you and your wife and 200,000 
folks have been reading and talking about. And new up-and-coming 
favorites like Charles Rogers, Esther Ralston, Wray-Cooper, and Hall- 
Taylor, idols of the young 16-30 crowd from which you draw 70% of 
your audiences. @ Buying product is simplified this year. The impor- 
tant pictures that the smart showman looks for — specials, features, 


news reel, shorts—are all in one group 


PARAMOUNT’S WHOLE SHOW PROGRAM 


Specials 


Harold Lloyd 
Wedding March 

4 Clara Bow 

3 Richard Dix 

2 Emil Jannings 
Canary Murder Case 
Beggars of Life 

The Tong War 
Crime of Interference 
The Letter 

Tahiti Nights 
Soubrette 
Perfumed Trap 
Wolf Song 

Dirigible 

Man I Love 

Hard Boiled Angel 
Living Together 


Upstart Gentleman 
Behind German Lines 
Burlesque 
Star Hits 
3 Richard Dix 
4 George Bancroft 
4 Bebe Daniels 
4 Esther Ralston 
2 Pola Negri 
3 Wray-Cooper 
2 Florence Vidor 
4 Charles Rogers 
3 Taylor-Hall 
3 Adolphe Menjou 
3 Zane Grey 
1 Thomas Meighan 
2 MacLean-Christie 
1 Sir Harry Lauder 
1 Model ofMontmartre 


Short Features 


104 Paramount News 
8 Vernon Comedies 

8 Dooley Comedies 

8 “Macduff” Comedies 


3 “Confessions of a 
Chorus Girl” 
Comedies 


12 Great Stars and 
Authors 


26 Krazy Kat 

26 Inkwell Imps 

2 Horton Comedies 

Extra! Byrd’s Flight 
to South Pole 


Road Shows 


Wings 
Abie’s Irish Rose 
The Patriot 
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NUISANCE PRESS RACKET 
ANNOYING MANAGERS 


“Press Cards” at $2 Each Is- 
sued to Subscription Solicitor 
—‘Courtesies” Inferred. 


oe 


A racket reported as national in 
gcope and developing into quite a 
nuisance in theatres is the issuing 
of “press” cards to amateur or part 
time magazine subscription agents, 
who attempt to crash the gates of 
theatres or movie palaces with the 

icked credentials. 

It seems that the cards are given 
to the agents, or in same cases sold 
for $2 each. The agents participate 
in subscription-selling contests with 
prizes for the winners, Those not 
copping prizes are presumably some- 
what mollified by the “press privi- 
leges.” 

Most of the theatres in Philadel- 
phia, Detroit and wherever the 
racket has become conspicuously 
prominent stop the “accredited sub- 
scriptionists” at the door and send 


Master of Ceremonies 
WALT 
ROESNER 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


ROY SMOOT 


Featured with 
FANCHON and MARCO 


Walter Bastian 


and the State Bunch 
6th YEAR 
as Musical ee and Arranger 


wit 
KUNSKY THEATRES, DETROIT 


for the manager. Presumably in 
some places the magic word “press” 
gets the boys and girls by the chop- 
per without a. ticket. 

One out-of-town house manager 
says he has turned down 50 of the 
eards within a month. 

The “press” cards reported from 
Washington are very official-look- 
ing and bear the same Steele Su- 
perior Press Service Syndicate, on 
the face, and countersigned by C. H. 
Gejfell. On the reverse side appears 
the name Union Circulation Com- 
pany, 5 Columbus circle, New York, 
M. A. Steele, national organizer. At 
that address a Variety reporter, 
afver stating the purpose of his call, 
was informed that “the manager” 
was too busy to be seen. 


M. & S. Circuit Judgment 


F. B. O. Pictures Corp. has taken 
judgment by default ‘for $4,000 on 
a note against the M. & S. Circuit, 
Inc., which operates a string of 
neighborhood flicker houses in New 
York City. 

The note, issued in November, 
1927, payable in five months at the 
State Bank, New York, was signed 
by Elias Mayer, as president, and 
Philip Cohen, treasurer, of the M. 
& S. Circuit, Inc. It was protested. 

Note is presumably in payment 
for film rentals. 


Rogers Suing Saxe 


The Motion Picture Guild, Inc., 
headed by Louis T. Rogers, and the 
Lumas Film Corp., Sam _ Saxe’s 
states’ rights distributing organi- 
zation, are in litigation to the ex- 
tent of $45,000 which ‘Sogers’ firm 
claims. Lumas denies it and scored 
a point compelling the M. P. Guild 
to serve a bill of particulars de- 
tailing how the $45,000 is arrived 
at. 

It revolves about a deal whereby 
Rogers was to make two Betty 
Compson features for Lumas’ re- 
lease. The M. P. Guild sets forth 
that its share of the*guaranteed net 
profit would be $35,000. Bight 
thousand more is charged for serv- 
ices rendered and $2,000 for ex- 
penses, 

Lumas, allegedly, refused to go 
through with the contract of Nov. 
9, 1927. 


Pete Harrison Explains 
His Pettijohn Attacks 


A complaint made to District At- 
torney Joab Banton recently by 
Charles Pettijohn, counsel for the 
Film Boards of Trade, against Pete 
Harrison, publisher and editor of 
“Harrison’s Reports,” was quietly 
settled last week in the office of 
Nathan Burkan, attorney for Har- 
rison. Harrison printed an explana- 
tion in his trade weekly, “Harrison's 
Reports.” 

Pettijohn did not file formal com- 
plaint against Harrison in the dis- 
trict attorney's office and did not 
institute criminal action proceed- 
ings, as generally believed. Counsel 
for the Film Boards complained 
about the steady attack on him in 
the reports. 

The following appeared in “Har- 
rison’s Reports,’ week of May 12, as 
a result of Pettijohn’s claim: 


‘“From+time to iime in Har- 
rison’s Reports, I have published 
articles concerning the varied 
activities of Charles C. Pettijohn 
in the motion picture field. 

“Strong representations have 
been made to me that these 
articles reflect upon the char- 
acter, honesty, integrity and 
ability of Charles C. Pettijohn. 

“IT sincerely deplore that any- 
body should have placed a 
wrong interpretation upon those 
articles, because I had no in- 
tention of writing anything 
calculated to or which might 
injuriously affect Pettijohn per- 
sonally or his standing, charac- 
ter, ability, honesty or reputa- 
tion, 

“So that there may be no 
misunderstanding as to my in- 
tentions expressed in those . 
articles, I now make clear that 
they were simply aimed at criti- 
cising his activities solely, but 
with no aim or purpose to do 
him any personal injury or to 
cast any reflection upon his per- 
son. 

“In the interest of fair._play to 
all, I cheerfully write this ar- 
ticle so as to remove any possi- 
bility of any misunderstanding 
on this score or my intentions 
in connection with those ar- 
ticles.” 


Suddenly in Dallas 


Simon Charninsky, 42, toppled 
over in the lobby of the Capitol 
theatre, Dallas, at noon, May 8, 
and died at 3:30 the same after- 


noon in the 
rushed to. 

Seemingiy in health, the 
youthful and prominent Texan 
showman’s death was attributed by 
physicians as due to a blood clot, 
likely resulting from heart trouble. 
A widow and several brothers sur- 
vive. 

Mr. Charninsky, with his partner, 
Ray Stinnett, lately secured na- 
tional press notice through their 
successful restraint of trade damage 
action against Paramount. John 
Moroney, of Dallas, was their 28- 
year-old attorney who secured a 
verdict of $325,000 against the pic- 
ture distributors. Paramount ap- 
pealed the judgment, filing a Na- 
tional Surety bond for $650,000. The 
appeal will be argued in the fall. 

Mr. Charninsky'’s brothers were 
associated with him in the hotel 
and theatre business in Texas, With 
Si Charninsky recognized as of the 
foremost independent picture exhib- 
itors of the southwest. 

Charninsky & Stinnett operated in 
Dallas, Pantages, besides the Capi- 
tol, and were the owners as well 
of a chain ot theatres in Texas. 


GERAGHTY’S F. N. CONTRACT 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Thomas J. Geraghty has signed 
a term contract with First National 
to write originals, adaptations, con- 
tinuities and titles. Gefaghty has 
been working in the same capacity 
for Robert Kane ever since the lat- 
ter came to the Coast. 

Geraghty’s first assignment will 
be the adaptation and continuity of 
“Waterfront” for Jack Mulhall and 
Dorothy Mackaill. 


hospital he was 


Looa 


Clinton Goes “Sunday” 
Clinton, Ill, May 15. 

The railroad shop vote swung 
Clinton into the “open” Sunday col- 
umn last week after 53 ballots had 
been thrown out because of illegal 
markings, giving the Sunday open- 
ing proponents a majority of nine 
votes, 1,107 to 1,098. 


Nanette” to Sound 
Ios Angeles, May 15, 
First National will make “No, No, 
Nannette,” in the fall with the em- 
ployment of Firnatone, sound-pro- 
ducing device. 
The company.will erect on the lot 
a special structure for the instalia- 
tion of the necessary equipment. 


Jess Day Leaves Des Moines 
Des Moines, May 15. 
Jess Day, manager, with the A. 
Hf. lank enterprises here for nearly 
19 yveurs, has gone to Milwaukee to 


join the Midwesco chain and to 
manage a house either at Oshkosh, 
Wis, or in Milwaukee. He is suc- 


ceeded here by H. S. Ward. 


PERSONAL 


RITA LE ROY 


Please write to 


Capt. NYLANDER 
Palos Verdes Hotel, San Pedro, Calif. 


LANGAN 


ORIGINATOR OF THE MONOPEDIC 
DANCE 


4th Consecutive Year with 
Fanchon and Marco 


WEST COAST’S BROADWAY 
PORTLAND, ORE. 


i d Conflict of Primitive Passions.7 


Directed by Joseph Henaberst 


M. 


SAM SAX, Pres. 


Hike 


| 


P. TODAY: 


GOTHAM PRODUCTIONS, Inc., 1650 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
BUDD ROGERS, Vice-Pres. 


REID 
BEERY 


AND SUPERB cast. 


FILM DAILY: “Noah Beery makes picture. . . . Happy fadeout. Good B. O.” 


DAILY REVIEW: “Rip Roarin’. .. . Big names... . 


West Coast Theatres 


Master Showmen of America 


BOOK SOLID ON 


SHIP 


Now Playing at Criterion Theatre, Los Angeles 


HERE ARE FOUR REASONS WHY YOU 
SHOULD BOOK NOW! 


“Book and exploit for golden dollars at the b. o.’’ 
M.P. NEWS: ‘Powerful story. . . . Should prove a good draw!” 


Foreign Rights Controlled by British & Cont. Trad. Co., 
Inc., 1540 Broadway, N. Y. C.—J. C. Barnstyn, Pres. 


. Out of ordinary run!” 
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LITERATI 


Columnist Tipping Off 

A newspaper executive from the 
midwest who has been making 
whoopee in the nite clubs is gun- 
ning for a Broadway columnist who 
misguidedly mentioned the news- 
paper editor’s name in connection 
with his $3,500 throwaway money 
one night in Texas Guinan’s when 
two $500 bills were deposited in the 
headwaiter’s hands and century- 
note bills were handed out by the 
whoopeeizer to the kids in the show. 
It was in celebration of a recovery 
from a hospital stay. 

The New York newspaperman 
used it for copy, and the item found 
its -way, as those things generally 
do, ringed and red-penciled to the 


editor's boss. The latter cares not 
for such publicity, even less than 
any of his staff accepting foreign 
decorations, hence the editor—who 
incidentally is still making whoopee 
and doesn't care who knows it, but 
doesn’t want it publicized in the 
public prints—has a peculiar niche 
in his memory for the newspaper- 
man who so indiscreetly made copy 
of the episode. 
Broun on “Telegram” 

Heywood Broun goes’ Scripps- 
Howard tomorrow (Thursday) when 
joining the staff of the New York 
“Evening Telegram.” He will con- 
duct a column similar to the one 
he had on the New York “Morn- 
ing World,” when leaving that daily 
by request. 

There is no information as to any 


restrictions or the liberty allowed 
Broun in his comment in the “Tele- 
gram.” “The World” objected to an 
article by Broun in “The Nation,” in 
which the writer spoke his mind 
about “The World” and its policy. 
Broun’s dismissal with “The 
World’s” public statement that dis- 
loyalty on his part was the cause, 
provoked divided opinion among 
newspaper men. 

Many thought “The World” dis- 
played its thin-skinness by object- 
ing to a writer's comment on itself 
in another paper, since Broun had 
the daily’s consent to write under 
his own name on it. Others said 
“The World’s” attitude was correct, 
as long as it couldn’t take a pan on 
itself and policies from some one 
who appeared to know. 

In this week's issue of “The Na- 


ANN 


Here Is the Count! 


PENN 


FANCHON AND MARCO PRESENTED _ . 


NGTON 


STATE, LOS ANGELES 


and TURNED AWAY BUSINESS! 


IN PERSON 
LOEW’S STATE THEATRE 
WEEK OF MAY 4 


Booked Through WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


tion,” Broun has another story. In 
it he states that his dismissal from 
“The World” for the reason as- 
signed justified his article on “The 
World” of the week before. On 
“The World” Broun’s salary was re- 
ported at $20,000 annually. When 
he left, a notice went up on the 
paper’: bulletin board that con- 
tributions to fill the Broun space 
would be acceptable from any of 
the staff, and if printed, the writers 
would be paid extra for them, 


Real Columnist 


At the Paul Ash reception at the 
Ritz Hotel, New York, Wednesday, 
Mrs. Gilbert Swan, wife of the 
Broadway columnist whose stuff is 
syndicated in the hinterland, mis- 
took Bob Coleman of the “Mirror” 
for her husband and accidentally 
happened to put her hand in Bob's 
coat pocket, fishing for a handker- 
chief. Swan, happened along and 
gagged: “It’s enough I swipe his 
column, so must you go through his 
pockets also?” 


Fred Prince’s Marriage 


When the Pulitzer Prize for the 
best piece of newspaper work of 
the year was recently awarded to 
the Indianapolis “Times” for its 
share in cleaning up the Ku Klux 
of Indiana, no mention of Fred J. 
Prince was included, either by the 
Pulitzer award committee or “The 
Times.” Prince was the paper’s re- 
porter who had accomplished the 
entire Klux confusion and disgrace 
in that state. Prince had not been 
allowed a by-line during the Klux 
campaign so perhaps neither the 
committee nor “The Times” knew 
who had done it, although the paper 
appeared to have made a bad guess 
after notified of the award. 

Around seven weeks ago Prince 
left “The Times,” in Indianapolis, 
to marry. His wife was the widow 
of the late Capt. English of In- 
dianapolis. Mrs. English-Prince is 
worth $10,000,000, according to the 
eareless calculators. If it should be 
a million or €wo less, still enough 
left. The Princes are now living 
in Washington. 


Dog vs. Bankroll 


It is reported the marital differ- 
ences between Jeff Machamer and 
his dazzling blonde former artist 
model wife, are being squared. She 
walkee out three months ago, going 
to Texas, leaving only a note that 
everything was over. She took along 
their motor car, police dog and a 
joint bank account said to have 
amounted to $170,000. Jeff sent word 
that if she’d sénd back the dog “it 
will be okay by me.” 

Jeff is cartoonist and columnist 
on “Judge,” writing under the name 
of Judge, Jr., and also does a comic 
strip called “Petting Patty” for the 
New York “American.” He is a 
night club hound but for profes- 
sional purposes, a rather .unorough 
Broadwayite and the author of a 
book “Here’s How,” containing a 
hundred recipes for mixing cock- 
tails. Machamer used his column 
for some time gathering recipes 
from around the country, He also 
organized the High Hat Club, a 
night club stunt. 

Machamer designs some of the 
covers for “Judge.” The week the 
wife walked the cover was done 
by him. It was made up of 16 pic- 
tures of her with a blue background 
and was entitled “My Blue Heaven.” 

Since his wife left Jeff’s cartoons 
have had little open letters to her 
in the corners, indicating his af- 
fection continues. One small sketch 
recently had him singing “Affiong 
My Souvenirs” to un ex-playmate. 


Dull Thud at Atlanta 


Among notable casualties in the 
ranks of Hearst editors was that 
of Victor Lawrenson, of the Atlanta 
Georgian. It was generally consid- 
ered that Lawrenson had made a 
remarkable record in building up 
circulation and goodwill, but a curt 
note of dismissal received by mail 
ended any dreams. Lawrenson has 
remained in Atlanta, where he is 
engaged in financial enterprises. 


Dorothea Antell’s Story 


Dorothea Antell, who has been sit- 
ting up night and day for nine years 
sinceé-an accident while performing 
on the Poli circuit and has one of 
the most baffling spine and leg in- 
juries ever known to science—all of 
which is known to the entire the- 
atrical profession—has at last been 
“discovered” by the feature syndi- 
cates. 

International Feature Service is 
preparing a lengthy article on the 
case. Coincidentally, Ruth Morris, 
daughter of William Morris, who 
has always been associated with 
theatricals and the ill, is doing the 


story. 
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Shows with 


PLUNKETT's Unit 
“IN DUTCH” 


‘The Hard Nut to Crack’ 


Entire Stanley Route 


This Week, N. Y. Strand 


My Plugger: GEORGE DEBER 


Making Them Laugh in 
PLUNKETT’S Unit 


“IN DUTCH” 
EDDIE 


FRANKLYN 


CHIC 


STANLEY 


“The Original 
Long and Short of It” 
Entire Stanley Route 
This Week 
Strand Theatre, N. Y. C. 


Enjoying Our Tour with 
CRULL’S Unit 
“IN BERMUDA” 


DOUGLAS 


-and 


WILLIAMS 


“In Harmony That’s 
Different” 


Next Week, Stanley, Philadelphia 


East Greets West 


The 14k Voices 
from the Golden West 


Opening May 19 
Stanley, Jersey City 


with CRULL’S Unit 
“GRADUATION DAYS” 


Entire Stanley Route 


With Thanks to 
Leon Leonidoff 


ANTON Z. 


Late of Pavilowa Ballet 


“MIZER” 


This Week 
at Roxy 


BOOKED BY 


SAMUELS 


Musical Bureau 


1560 Broadway 
Bryant 4273-4 
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BEST ENTERTAINWENT SINCE THE JAZZ SINGER CONGRATULATIONS 
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SAM E MORRIg 


WARNER BROS NEWYORK NY 


OPENING NIGHT TENDSRLOIN GRSAT SUCCESS WELL RECEIVED 
CROWDS OUT TO CURB EXCEEDING OPENING NIGHT OF JAZZ 
SINGER CONGRATULATIONS 


HARRY HUFFMAN 


Directed by 
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THE METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER LION 


THE GREATEST STAR THE SCREEN 
and his brilliant 


LON 
CHANEY 


BUSTER 
KEATON 


WILLIAM 
HAINES 


MARION 


presenting the DAVIES 
following pictures for 


1928-1929 


RAMON 
NOVARRO 
i 
| 3 SPECIALS RAMON NOVARRO Aone ELECTRIC-LIGHT 
} Gold Braid Camping Out HITS 
SHOW PEOPLE , 
i : , and 1 more and 3 more The Bellamy Trial 
Devries The Wonder of Women 
William Haines 3 CODY-PRINGLE A Free Soul 
THE CARNIVAL OF LIFE The Baby Cyclone 
, John Gilbert - JOHN GILBERT and 2 more HAL ROACH 
a Greta Garbo The Devil’s Mask 4 COMEDIES 
THE LOVES OF CASANOVA mone McCOY 
10 LAUREL-HARDY 
: LON CHANEY F CHAR 
| NORMA SHEARER CHANEY CHASE 
f While the City Sleeps The Amazing Dog 10 ALL STAR 
Ballyhoo 
and 3 others . Star in 
GRETA GARBO and 1 more 104740 
; Tiger Skin, Single Standard » BUSTER KEATON Twice Weekly 
d and 1 more The Camera Man 3 COSMOPOLITAN 
4 and 1 more PRODUCTIONS M-G-M GREAT 
Our Dancing Daughters- 
WILLIAM HAINES Breakers Ahead. EVENTS _ 
Excess Baggage LILLIAN GISH Mothers ind tone entirely in Technicolor 


and 3 more 


MARION DAVIES 


Dumb Dora and 2 more 


2 M-G-M ODDITIES 
UFA world-wide gems 
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CARMEN 


(Continued from page 13) 

ery moviegoer over the age of ten 
would recognize the plot as the 
is on which most vamp stories 

for the screen are founded. 
The picture was shot with the 
nish hill country as a back- 
round, with no studio sets and no 
trick photography. Story is simply 
and directly told in a strange and 
little known land. The latter, its 
winding streets, hot fields and sand- 
duned hills, have been used to 
eellent advantage by Director Fey- 


<n Lerch, young French actor, 
eomes close to running away with 
the picture at times. As Carmen's 
jover he is called upon to kill all 
who would steal her from him and 
in the duelling scenes, is superb. 

Meller, the Spanish diseuse, look- 
inc a little heavier than when on 
this side a few years ago, gives a 
realistic performance. Her Carmen 
is no flapper, but a full grown wom- 
an who takes her loves where she 
finds them and flings them aside 
whenever the gypsy in her craves 
freedom. 

The hich spot is the bull fight. 
This one looks like the most au- 
thentic affair of its kind ever shot 
and holds a kick for most anyone. 
All the prelims leading up to the 
kill are shown. Then the picador 
steps out to confront the maddened 
and practically exhausted bull. With 
half a dozen or more spears suried 
in his hide, the bull prepares for 
his last charge. He lunges at his 
newest tormenter and as he does so 
the picador buries his sword up to 


Best Wishes for 
Continuous Success 


On Your 
PARAMOUNT, 
NEW YORK 
Engagement 


From your old side kick 


RUBE 
WOLF 


“CZAR OF RHYTHM” 


Doing Nicely in Your Old 
Home Town 


r rected by George B. 


the hilt between the bull's eyes. 
Most of this is proof that bull fight- 
ing is no child's play. All is shown, 
only the actual kill being cut. 

In addition to the duels and bull 
fights, the picture has a battle in 
the mountains as the soldiers at- 
tack the gypsy stronghold. Here 
the soldiers are doing plain and 
fancy pratt slides down sand dunes 
while in pursuit of the bandits. One 
of the soldiers stops suddenly in 
his descent and catching his arm 
in an exposed root takes a pot shot 
at the enemy. It’s a fine touch for 
a hearty laugh. 

At the Greenwich Village grind- 
ing the flicker last week brought 
about $3,000 with 50c. tops and 
two-bit matinees. Some of the car- 
riage trade that found its way down 
to the latest sure seater sniffed at 
the prices, so that this week the 
scale has been titled to six bits. 

Looks like the Greenwich Vil- 
lage will provide plenty opposition 
for the Fifth Ave. playhouse, es- 
pecially if the new operators can 
grab a good flicker to follow “Car- 
men.” Also they’re giving away free 
cigarets, as well as tea and coffee 
over at Sheridan Square, 


AFTER THE STORM 


Columbia production and release. Hobart 
Bosworth starred in screen billing. Dit- 
Seitz under super- 
vision of Harry Cohn. No other members 
of cast featured in billing. Players in- 
clude Charles C. .Delaney, Maude George, 
Eugenia Gilbert and George Kuwa. Author 
not credited on screen. At Keith's Hip- 
podrome, New York, week May 7. Run- 
ning time 65 mins. 


Moderately entertaining sea mel- 
ler as good as anything shown at 
the Hippodrome in recent times, 
which says or means little. Here 
for a full week this independently 
produced picture can make_ the 
grade in the smaller houses if prop- 
erly handled. Suspense is lacking 
and love interest weak on account 
of insufficient strength of the play- 
ers to whom these roles have been 
entrusted, but had these deficiencies 
been overcome the picture would 
have merited attention in the first 
runs. 

Hobart Bosworth is a strong per- 
sonality and a fair name draw in 
the spots this film is intended for. 
He screens well here. 

Comedy attempts with a Chinese 


A Great Week at the Fifth Ave. 
Theatre, Seattle, Wash., for 


MARKS 


“Formerly TIM MARKS” 
THERE’S A REASON 
JACK WALDRON 
M. of C. 
BEST IN THE WEST 


Direction 
WM. MORRIS MAX TURNER 


= 


at the Warfield, San Francisco 


AURIOLE 


CRAVEN 


Featured in 
“DANCING FEET” 
ANGELES 


TYLER MASON 
MILLS and SHEA 


MANY THANKS TO 


HARRIS 


WHO CONCEIVED AND STAGED 


A PUBLIX UNIT 


Now on Tour—Publix Circuit of Theatres 
FEATURING 
BERNARD and HENRY 


DON TRAILKILL and THE GOULD DANCERS 


BERT TUCKER 


RICHARD 


“LIMBERLEGS” EDWARDS 


With “DANCING FEET,” a Publix Unit 
May 19 to 25, Inclusive—METROPOLITAN THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


| controls hundreds of theatres indi- 
| Vidually through direct operation or 
‘exhibitor affiliation, the extent of 


cook aboard ship poor and results 
negligible though one piece of busi- 
ness, throwing the cook’s plaster 
gods into the ocean, registers for 
a laugh. 

Action is powerful and gripping 
and, though not abundant, is 
enough to carry the picture. First 
fight scene is well handled and 
rescue sequences in a storm, the boy 
and girl out on the ocean in a small 
boat, convincing and impressive, 

Story not so good. Involves a 
father and son, captain and first 
mate of their ship, the former har- 
boring an insane hatred against all 
womankind because he believed the 
first had betrayed him to the 
revenue officers when he was a 
smuggler in order to get the re- 
ward, The second, a loose woman 
of Singapore, had married and later 
deserted him when he was finally 
caught and thrown into prison for 
five years. 

The flashbacks are more interest- 
ing than the spot story and better 
results might have been obtained 
had the continuity been written in 
the pres€nt tense, starting at the 
beginning and working up to the 
clincher instead of going back and 
holding up progress. 

Charles Delaney and Eugenia 
Glibert, as the youthful pair, not 
very interesting. Need more polish. 
Maude George delivers a correct 
impersonation of a bum out for 
sailor money. 

They'll like it where action takes 
precedence over, and the audience 
is not oversensitive to the finer 
shades of dramatic 


THE FLYIN’ COWBOY 


Universal production and release. Star- 
ring Hoot Gibson. Story by Arthur Stat- 
ter. Directed by Reaves Eason. At 
Loew's Circle, New York, one day, May 
12. Running time 60 minutes. 


First rate western with a dude 
ranch for some neat clowning, a 
gem robbery and a one man wild 
west show. Hoot Gibson has been 
getting better stories of late. His 
horse is almost as familiar as Tom 
Mix’s Tony and when he rides out 
after the bad ’uns on the neighbor- 
hood screens, Hoot is greeted with 
cheers by the kids. 

Olive Hasbrouck plays opposite 
and gives a fine performance as the 
blase easterner who is thrill-proof. 
Both the writer and the director 
also deserve credit for the way 
Olive goes over. A novel twist is 
given the heart stuff by having the 
femme who is really nuts over Gib- 
son pretend indifference while he is 
putting on a one man rodeo more 
for her benefit than the rest of the 
dude ranch’s guests. 

A good finish is provided by hav- 
ing Gibson slide down a mountain- 
side and concealing himself in the 
fork of a tree. There he ropes the 
two Chicago bandits who are head- 
ed for the border with a lot of ice 
belonging to the girL 

Tag this one for the “western” 
houses, 


EVERYTHING TALKERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


tones of Par, U. A. and M-G-M, as 
well as Universal (to come) will 
use the film principle, with the 
sound tracks on the film print itself. 
Synchronization is accomplished 
through both pictures and sound 
waves being projected simultane- 
ously from the projection booth. 

Paramount, U. A. and M-G-M de- 
cided net to coin and create their 
own individual names (such as 
Paratone or Unitone or Metrotone), 
but concentrate on simultaneously 
exploiting the Movietone trade name 
as an established billing. 


Wiring Houses 


Through all three organizations 
being affiliated in production or 
theatre operation the triple deal 
was simultaneously closed. Simi- 
larly, Movietone’s exhibition will be 
uniformly worked out so as to obvi- 
ate competition. Thus, in New York, 
the Paramount theatre and the U. 
A.’s Rialto and Rivoli will have the 
Movietone wired in these houses. 
M-G-M will probably hold back the 
Capitol from Movietone in defer- 
mee to the Paramount. These de- 
tails are yet to be ironed out, 

Although each theatre. circuit | 


the Movietone vogue in .the Par- 
U. A.-M-G-M houses cannot be 
readily gauged owing to local condt- 
tions and a schedule for restricting 
Movietone to the houses it will most 
benefit. With as many as five the- 
atres in one city—not counting New 
York or Chicago—perhaps but two 
will be Movietone wired. 
Sixty-Day Deliveries 

Electrical Research Products, for 
its part, has accelerated its machin- 
ery manufacturing ‘schedule sey- 
eral hundred per cent. Deliveries in 
60 days are promised and an oral 
covenanted stipulation, This is for 
the purpose of wiring as many 
houses for the new season as pos- 
sible. 

Warner Brothers’ complaint had 


which, through its subsidiary, Elee- 
trical Research, negotiated such 
contracts, was tardyin the delivery 
of wired equipment. It cost Warner 
Bros., allegedly, untold dollars 
through exhibitors not being able to 
book Al Jolson's “The Jazz Singer” 
because of this handicap. 

Manufacturing of machinery ts 
already in high schedule and will 
be increased to meet the obviously 
increased demand. 

The full page advertisement in 
the New York “Times’ by the 
R. C. A. Photophone, subsidiary of 
the Radio Corp. of America (Gener- 
al Electric-afliliated), which is in 
competition with Western Electric, 
is “doped” by showmen to have 
been for effects. Elmer E. Bucher. 
vice-president and general manager 
in charge of sales, as well as David 
Sarnoff, president of Photophone, 
Inc. had hoped to garner the 
“sweet” contract W. E. closed with 
the big producers. Sarnoff’s sail- 
ing for Europe last week is joshed 
about by the competitive element 
as resulting from disappointment in 
consummating the deal, despite 
Photophone’s lesser price for its 
apparatus, which ranges from $4,- 
000 to $15,000 as against the Movie- 
tone-Vitaphone machines costing up 
to $24,000. 

As it stands, with the houses all 
wired for uniform talkers, Fox's 
Movietone news reel will receive the 
best immediate “break.” This will 
prompt Paramount to start its own 
Movietone news service, having first 
call on their own as well as the 
M-G-M (Loew's) and United Ar- 
tists’ exhibitors. 

Pomeroy in Charge 

Roy Pomeroy on the west coast 
in Hollywood is understood to be 
in charge of the technical end of 
Movietone for all three major com- 
panies—Par, U. A. and M-G-M. 
Production in the east will be at 
Paramount’s Long Island studio, 
(which has been reopened especial- 
ly for Movietone productions) and 
which too is reported will be a com- 
mon production centre for shorts, 
features, etc. 

Western Electric’s contract deal 


“Thanks, Milt 
Murray,” Says 


FRED 


STRITT 


for saying in the Detrolt “Times”: 

“He's OKMNX, this lad Stritt. As 
the weeks pile up and he continues 
on, merrily entertaining the regular 
patrons who come back week after 
week to see him, his versatility be- 
comes amazing. This week he offers 
a recitative song, ‘Laugh, Clown, 
Laugh,’ that is a gem. He puts it 
over, and how!”’ 


Now at the STATE, Detroit 
Coming East. Ask Lee Stewart 


— 


with the companies ls sald to be for 
& term of 15 years, with the Hlece- 
trical Research Products receiving 
$500 per subject in advance on a 
royalty arrangement guaranteeing 
the electrical company not less than 
$100,000 annual income from the 
production end. This is in addition 
to the installation costs of the ap- 
paratus, 

It is stated by a representative 
of J. FE. Otterson, president of the 
Electrical Research Products, that 
the increased business will not tend 
to bring production cost of the ma- 
chinery down in view of the expert 
craftsmanship and highly sensitized 
parts essential for each and every 
outfit. These factors do not per- 
mit for conservation if a consis- 
tently high standard is to be muin- 
tained, it was stated. 

At present there are a little over 
300 theatres wired for Vitaphone- 
Movietone, Contracts for an addi- 
tional 300 theatres are in process 
of fulfillment within the next three 
or four months. By the first of the 
year, Mr. Otterson estimates there 
will be at least 1,000 picture houses 
equipped for Movietone exhibition. 

These will include Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum houses, according to W. 
E., for exhibition rights. Although 
K-A-O through its Pathe-F BO af- 
filiations is hooked up with Photo- 
phone for production, the W. E. peo- 
ple state the vaudeville circuits will 
use their talking projection and re- 
producing machines. 


Beins dat I ain’t used ta 
makin public spiels, I 
takes dis means ta give 
me tanks ta de misters 
COWAN, SAUNDERS, 
PARTINGTON, LEDDY 
and de rest of de BOIDS 
on de tenth lift of t 
PARAMOUNT SHANTY. 
Woids can’t express me 
feelins towards me BOSS 


J. MURRAY 
ANDERSON 


fer dollin me up in de 
swellest layout youse ever 
lamped, and be strut- 
tin me onions in same wid 
de “FLAPPERETTS” at 
de PARAMOUNT THE.- 
ATRE, week MAY 19th. 
Hopin dis finds youse de 
same, I am 


KENNEDY 


Queen of de Gas House 
P.S.—Regards to de Bow Winkler. 


been that the Western Electric Co., 


Fanchon 
and 


Wish One of Their Greatest Leaders 


PAUL ASH 


A World of Success During His 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK, Engagement 


P. S.—Paul, we think you are one of the geniuses 
of the age—F. and M. 
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Ned Wayburn Decides to Stage 
Ensemble Acts for Picture Houses 


Ned Wayburn, veteran revue 
and vaudeville producer, is making 
his debut as a picture house stager 
with “Ned Wayburn’s Chicks.” The 
turn opens for an eight-week tour 


eof Stanley houses May 19 at the 
Stanley, Jersey City, wiih Strand, 
New York, to follow. 

Wayburn’s unit will consist of 12 
girls averaging 17, who have grad- 
uated ‘in five departments of the 
Wayburn school in the last four 
years. Each is a soloist and is 
making her professional debut after 
coming to the Wayburn school when 
“just kids.” Wayburn is featuring 
ballet work for the first picture 
house unit, wishing to counteract an 
impression that his school teaches 
only taps and acrobatic dancing. 

Wayburn has made no connections 
beyond arrangements for his initial 
production, but intends to go into 
the picture house field on an ex- 
tensive scale. Wayburn’s school, the 
first, largest and foremost estab- 
lishment of its kind tn this country, 


’ has an average enrollment of 2,500 


pupils. 

The annual “Recital Revue” of 
this season's graduates will be held 
June 16 at the Heckscher theatre. 
bth avenue and 104th street, at $3.30 
top. 


Fay Courtney’s Debts 


In the Queen’s courts, Fay Court- 
ney (MacNicol), vaudeville actress, 
filed a voluntary bankruptcy peti- 
tion listing liabilities of $2,231 and 
no assets, 

Mrs. MaecNicoll’s address {s 239th 
street and Rocky Hill road, Queens 
Village, L. I. 


Leary’s 3 Days as M. C. 


San Francisco, May 15. 

Ted Leary, who came here from 
Chicago to officiate as master of 
ceremonies at the Granada, opened 
Friday and closed Sunday. 

Leary was reported {ll with the 
management deciding, it Is said, 
that his services be dispensed with. 


DANCERS ON CONTINENT 


Margot O’Brien, dancer, 
sailed last week to fuifill engage- 
ments with the Deutsches Theatres 
in Germany and Austria, 

Anne Douglas, also a solo dancer 
and formerly with the Denishawn 
Dancers, will sail in a few weeks 
to- work for the same interests, 


NATTOVA LOSES IN COURT 


Decision In Favor Of Horlick On 
Contract 


According to Justice Crain's deci- 
sion, Natacha Nattova, the dancer, 
will not be able to accept a 25-week 
Publix tour at $656 a week, being 
bound to William Horlick, who had 
her under his exclusive contract at 
$500 a week. Miss Nattova sued 
Horlick unsuccessfully for an in- 
junction to restrain Horlick notify- 
ing managements and the show 
business that the dancer was under 
contract to him. 

Miss Nattova set forth that Publix 
Theatres Corp. worked on the prin- 
ciple of peremptory cancellation 
when advised of a rival manager's 
claim on any of its artists and she 
dreaded the safety of her attractive 
contract with the circuit. / 

Horlick successfully showed that 

Miss Nattova had ignored her 
agreement with him as had Lyons| 
& Lyons, who closed the Publix 
contract for her. Horlick stated that 
although 25 weeks were deemed a 
good season, he had been already 
successful in booking her and the 
act for 22% weeks thus far, with 
other dates in the offing. 
Miss Nattova'’s supporting affi- 
davits from people in her act were 
to the effect that Horlick had told 
them that the season was over more 
than a month ago and that they set 
out to find further bookings. Her 
allegation was that Horlick was 
seeking to coerce herself (Nattova) 
into a financial settlement, 


Crows and Fields 
On 21-Day Tour 


The Two Black Crows will be 
Moran and Mack’s feature billing 
on a three-week concert tour un- 
der F. C. Coppicus’ direction start- 
ing June 4. The team’s billing, 
through Columbia recordings, 
prompted its superseding their own 
names for the limited tour. 

W. C. Fields, screen comedian, 
will co-star with Moran and Mack 
on this tour, to play 21 one-night 
stands on precentage arrangements 
which can earn up to $10,000 a 
week for each feature for seven 
days’ work, 


Bozo Snyder in Show 


Bozo Snyder, comic, has been en- 
gaged by Phil Gilmore for his show, 


Carlo Kraemer, American repre- 
sentative for Deutsches, made the 
placements, 

EARL 
ORCHESTRA 
— with— 
BOB and EULA — RATCLIFF DANCERS 


One ef Fanchon and Marco’s Goed “Ideas” 


BABE 


MORRIS 


Tap Dancer Supreme 


N EW ‘HOTEL AN NAPOLIS 


Washineton, DB, C, 
Sins $17.50 
Devvie. $28.00 

the 


Theatre 


iieart ol 


11-12 and H Sts. 


“Under Your Hat.’ Fred Heider, 
another vaudevillian, goes in the 
same show. 

Josephine Harmon was signed for 
his show some weeks ago. 4 


HYAMS-McINTYRE GO FILM 


Johnny Hyams and Lelia Me- 
Intyre are back from the Coast and 
will likely remain East over the 
summer. 

While jouncing around they may 
go after the picture house change, 
with an act they have adapted to 
the film palaces’ stage show needs. 


HOLBROOK-NEWBERRY TURN 
Adelaide Hughes has shelved her 


act recently at the Palace, New 
York. 
William Holbrook, her dancing 


partner, has formed an act with 
Barbara Newberry. 


Joe Brown’s Vita 
Los Angeles, May 16. 

Joe FE. Brown will make a Vita- 
phone for Warner Bros., called 
“Don’t Be Jealous,” which Bryan 
Foy will direct. 

In the cast will be Patricia Car- 
ron, Eugene Pallette and Harry 
Downing. 


JULIET STARR LIKED 
N. Y. AND BOY FRIEND 


That’s Why She’s Not Going to 
Australia in “Good News” 


Juliet Starr, specialty blackbottom 
dancer, has been sued by the Fuller 
circuit for breach of contract. 

About three months ago Juliet 
was signed by Ernest Rolls for the 


Fullers, through the Jenie Jacobs 
office, to play the Zelma O’Neal role 
in the Australian production of 
“Good News.” 

At the time Australia did not 
seem so far away. Juliet has been 
around a bit and to all the nice 
places, as she says. But during the 
last three months New York began 
to look pretty good to Juliet, and 
also a boy friend. Also she wantea 
to stay here to sing over the radio 
on station WGBS, and to pose for 
the “Antics of Arabella,” a comic 
strip in the “ Evening Graphic.” 
Juliet has a contract with the 


“Graphic” and does not want to 
break it. 
Then the Shuberts lured Miss 


Starr with an offer to appear in the 
new “Artists and. Models” this 
August. That put Australia entirely 
out of the picture. She simply 
would not go to Australia, 


Didn’t Snap 


At first they told her she woulda 
have to snap out of that frame of 
mind, but finding that she did not, 
Rolls brought suit against her and 
any day she now will have to ap- 
pear in court. 
The Fullers claimed that they had 
taken pictures of her, advertised her 
in Australia and now could not re- 
place her. 
Willie Edelsten and Jenie Jacobs 
are awfully sore. They threaten to 
“garnish” her salary wherever she 
goes and to keep her out of work for 
16 or 20 years. 

Jenie’s Lyric 
Miss Jacobs wrote her a letter, 
saying “Oh, how you lied to me. 
Why did you lie to me? And why 
did you not tell me the truth?” 
which Juliet says sounds just like a 
popular song. 
Juliet has transferred her money 
to her mother’s name, says she, but 
Willie Edelsten keeps calling her up 
to find out if she has been working. 
She has been working, but she tells 
Willie she has not, and, anyway, 
says Juliet, if the worst comes to 
the worst she and her mother have 
doctor’s certificates testifying that 
for some time they both have been 
ill, 


Paddock Cancels Date 
To Square Himself 


Charles Paddock, the champ 
sprinter, has cancelled hfs dates 
for personal appearances next week 
at Loew’s Hillside and Victoria the- 
atres to return to California and 
straighten out the protests that 
have been made against his ama- 
teur standing by his recent the- 
atrical engagements. 

The champ is scheduled to appear 
at the Olympic games in July. 

Paddock has been playing Loew 
houses as a “personal appearance” 
with a film in which he starred 
the title being “The Olympic Hero.” 
Paddock is this week at the Gates 
the first half and the Grand the 
last half, both Brooklyn houses. 

The Amateur Athletic Union {fs 
understood to have registered criti- 
cism of Paddock’s stage appear- 
ances as placing him under the 
taint of professionalism. 


Provincial Liberties 
Danbury, Conn., May 165. 
Three out of the five acts at the 
Fmpress iast week slipped over 
plugs for Old Gold cigarettes, 
The week previous the acts were 
plugging Fally Markus, the booker. 


— 


Information for Realty Holders 
On Muskegon s Oil Boom Situation 


LEAVES TAB FLAT 


it Home 


B’way” Bus 
from N. J. 


“Night on 


“a Night on Broadway,” 22 people 
tab, stranded in Westwood, N. J., 
last week when Tom Easton, pro- 
ducer and manager of the act, is 
reported to have left the company 
flat. 

Easton organized the tab out of 
New York and had been playing 
dates through Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey, mostly smaller picture 
houses, on a percentage basis and 
booking direct. 

The flash did a nosedive in West- 
wood, playing to less than $400 on 
three days, The company defrayed 
expenses back, via bus, and stormed 
Easton's office in the “Gaiety build- 
ing, to find he had been dispossessed 
May 1 for non-payment of rent. 
Easton, hitherto unknown to show 
business, lined up his troupe by en- 
gaging principals through several 
casting agencies and acquiring his 
choristers from the graduate pupil 
list of various New York dancing 
schools. 


Eva LeGallienne at Palace 
For 3 Weeks at $4,000 


Eva LeGallienne with a company 
of eight will open at Keith’s Palace, 
New York, June 18, for a stay of 
three weeks at $4,000 weekly. 

Miss LeGallienne will have a com- 
pany of eight with her, changing 
playlet each period. 

Hermione Shone, the woman 
agent, induced Miss LeGallienne to 
take the vaudeville time and money. 
It is believed Miss LeGallienne’s 
purpose is to procure further funds 
for the new theatre she wants and 
will place the net of her Palace 
earnings for that end. It is also 
possible her company may be vol- 
unteering their services for the 
same reason. 


Beauty Finals 


Loew’s contest for the selection of 
a Miss New York to the Galveston 
beauty contest this summer will 
hold its finals tomorrow and Fri- 
day nights (May 17-18) at Loew’s 
State, Broadway and 45th street. 

It’s a Loew tie up with the New 
York “Evening Graphic,” with sev- 
eral prizes for the beaut runners- 
up. 


Dora Maughan’s Jump 


Dora Maughan left the Palace, 
New York, bill last Thursday and 
left Friday to open on the Orpheum 
Circuit in Winnipeg. 

Flo Lewis finished out the week 
in the opening intermission groove. 


LORNA POUNDS IN N. Y. 


Lorna Pounds is in New York 
and may make an appearance at 
Keith’s Palace. Jenie Jacobs is 
handling the English girl. 

Miss Pounds ts of the former 
Pounds Sisters, a famous English 
music hall turn of other days. Toots 
Pounds, the sister, is now studying 
for grand opera. 


MURRAY’S LONG CONTRACT 


Ken Murray has been placed under 
@ five-year contract by Charley 
Allen, of the Bentham office. Mur- 
ray will shortly be featured in a 
new Keith-Albee unit, together with 
the boys and girls in his regular 
act. 

The present KAO unit, in which 
Murray is appearing, has Harry 
Carrol] and company sharing top- 


line billing. 


Chicago, May 16, 
So many inquires have been re. 
celvee at Variety’s Chicago office 


regarding the oil boom, at Muskegon, 
Mich., a Variety reporter investi. 
gated on the spot. 

It was found that there is no rea. 
son for performers to become ex. 
cited over the value of their realty 
holdings there,.and any offers should 
be carefully looked into. 

There are probably 400 performers 
who make Muskegon and the sure 
rounding vicinity their summer 
home, Many have owned property 
there for years. Those who live 


structed all year homes, but the 
majority of the property owners 
have summer cottages. 

Some of the larger oi] companies, 
such as Sinclair and Standard are 
in the field and are leasing some 
properties. 

Inquiry disclosed that the well 
nearest the theatrical colony was q 
failure. Muskegon is noted for the 
Theatrical Colony Yacht club, te 
which hundreds of performers be- 


long. The theatrical colony sur- 
rounds the yacht club. 
Before leasing property, per- 


formers should have a capable ate 
torney report on the situation. The 
Muskegon Chamber of Commerce 
has issued a warning against graf- 
ters and fly-by-night promoters. 

The usual lease terms from the 
recognized oil companies are 80 
much for land rent and a percentage 
arrangement, The latter ranges 
from one-eigth to a quarter of the 
oil taken, from the property, with 
the oil company setting a definite 
time for the drilling and completion 
of operations. 


Two Claim Howards 


Both George White and the Wil- 
liam Morris office allege they havs 
the Howard Brothers under contract, 
White claims he has a_ verbal 
promise from the Howards and that 
they will open with the new 
“Scandals” in about six weeks. 

The Morris office has sent out an 
announcement that the Howard 
Brothers will not appear in the new 
“Scandals,” but will play the Varge 
picture houses all through the 
coming season. 

White has resigned the entire cast 
of the last “Scandals” except Buster 
West. 


Carl and Carr Separate 
Carl and Carr have separated. 
Carl is reported forming a two< 
act with his wife, with Beatrice 
Carr thinking of a single turn. 


CHARLES 

TENOR 
lith Consecutive Week at Publix 
Million Dollar Theatre, Los Angeles 


JAY C. 


FRIARS CLUB, NEW YORK 


An “Idea” of Fanchon and Marco 


ROY CUMMINGS 


DUFFY 


— 
— 


— 


in “TOOT SWEET” 


JANET FRANCE 


THIS WEEK (MAY 14), LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


HEADLINING ENTIRE LOEW CIRCUIT 


Direction PAT CASEY 


Personal Representative, E. K. NADEL 
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Performers Can't Swear at M. C.’s 
Or! Musicians, Says Chi Union 


Chicago, May 16. 
Any performer feeling like hurl- 
ing a few oaths at a master of 
ceremonies had better wait until he 
blows Chicago. The Chicago Fed- 
eration of Musicans has ruled that 
offensive epithets and threats can- 


> not be applied to members of the 


focal with impunity. 

When a performer does swear at 
a musican or m. c, he is usually 
forced to make a written apology 
which is pubiished in “The Inter- 


mezzo,” offical musicans’ paper. 
Eddie Wynne, of Creighton and 
Wynne, is the most recent violator. 
He cracked profane at Benny Mer- 
off, m. c. of the Granada and Marbo 
theatres. Wynne's confession that 
he fs sorry was published in “The 
Intermezzo” under the heading: 
“president Extracts Another Apol- 


egy.” 


CALLS HUSBAND WEEKLY 
BILL LOVE FALLER 


More Divorce Cases in Chicago 
—Stanley Price’s Lost 
Family 


Chicago, May 15. 

By the time Stanley Price com- 
pleted his engagement in “Abie’s 
Trish Rose” his wife had blown to 
parts unknown, and his step-son 
had reached the ripe age of 20. 

Price is the original “Abie,’’ and 
has become so accustomed to his 
role he reads newspapers from the 
bottom up. In Chicago he engaged 
Attorney Phil R. Davis to get him 
@ divorce from Mabelle Price on 
grounds of desertion. Judge Sabath 
heard the case and granted him 
marital freedom. Stanley, during 
trial, indicated his wife was much 
older than he, mentioning the 20- 
year-old step-son as mute proof. 
The Prices were married in 1920, 
and took individual board and bed 
four years later without having 
been mutually favored with one of 
those blessed events—or babies, as 
they are laughingly called outside 
the New York territory. 

Frank Cotter, whose ‘fe, Sigma, 
fdentified him in court as the actor 
who fell in love with a new girl 
on every bill, was ordered to pay 
Sigma $25 a week alimony and turn 
Over some of his properties to her. 
Phil Davis represented Mrs. Cotter. 
The couple were married in Dec., 
1919, and worked together in vaude- 
ville for some time as Andrea and 
Cotter, 

Venus Heck, a tank diver until 
her marriage to Dr. George Heck, 
has filed suit for divorce through 
Mr. Davis on the main claim that 
she and hubby haven’t been living 
together for three years. When they 
Were, says Venus, the doc spent 
quite a few of his nights elsewhere. 

he Hecks have a 10-year-old son. 


Helen Wood Asks Divorce 
From Boat-Driving Hubby 


Detroit, May 15. 

Mrs. Helen C. Wood, former show 
girl, has applied for divorce from 
Philip S. Wood, brother of Gar 
Wood, the speed boat builder. 

Suit was filed within 24 hours of 

Wood’s return from Florida, and 
Cruelty is charged. They were mar- 
ried in August, 1922. 
; Wood was in the air service dur- 
Ing the war, but is” principally 
Known for his skill at the helm. 
His proposed trans-Atlantic flight 
last September, with Duke Schiller 
48 his partner, was abandoned at 
the Coast after the pair flew from 
Windsor, Ont. 


Jeanne Eagels for Loew? 


Jeanne Eagels may enter vaude- 
Ville via the Loew Circuit next 
month if Equity’s annual meeting 
ratifies the 18 month's suspension 
meted out to the star. 

With K-A-O rejecting the de- 
throned star, at $2,500, several Loew 
gents approached Miss Eagels for 
String to represent her for Loew 

‘ings, 


FRANK DURANT SUICIDE 


Foreign Tango Dancer Out of Work, 
Despondent 


After penning a note that he was 
despondent because of his failure to 
land an engagement as a tango 
dancer, Frank Durant, 28, of 440 
West 45th street, committed suicide 
by slashing his throat with an old- 
fashioned razor as he stood before 
a floor mirror in his room. 

A friend of Durant’s went to his 
room to take him to a movie and 
discovered the suicide. Detectives 
Pat Harty and Joseph Fitzgerald, of 
the West 47th street station, sum- 
moned Dr. Thel, of Bellevue Hos- 
pital. Durant had been dead a few 
hours. 

Durant came here some time age 
from the Argentine. He was a spe- 
cialty dancer. He had heard that 
he would have no trouble getting an 
engagement. Daily he sought work. 
Finally his funds ran low and he 
was compelled to take a menial job 
in a biscut factory. 

Durant brooded over the fact that 
he was a finished dancer and un- 
able to acquire an engagement, he 
told his fellow roomers. He came 
from an excellent family in the 
Argentine. 

Relaiives in South America were 
notified. 


Child Ward of County as 
Father Argues in Court 


Des Moines, Ia., May 15. 

The first dramatic chapter in the 
life of Betty Jane Sellers, 9, was 
written in District and Supreme 
Courts here when Carl A. Sellers, 
her father, won the custody of 
the child from Mr. and Mrs. Le- 
roy Niles, who had taken the girl 
with them on their vaude tours at 
the request of the child’s mother 
just before her death. The Sellers 
were separated at the time of the 
mother’s death. Mrs. Niles is the 
youngster’s aunt. 

The girl was with the Niles for 
six years, traveling the entire coun- 
try, but the father took his casé to 
the Supreme Court. Newspaper 
stories proclaimed Betty's happiness 
with her real father, but later de- 
velopments turned out rather badly, 
the girl causing the arrest of her 
father in March for beating her 
with a strap. 

While the case is pending, Betty 
is a ward of the Polk county court. 
Arrangements are being made by 
the juvenile court to procure an- 
other home by adoption. 


3 Colored Performers 
Succumb to Pneumonia 


Death cut short the stage career 
of three colored professionals last 
week in the Harlem Hospital, and 
all within a few days of each other. 

Pneumonia was the cause and 
claimed Slim Henderson, Toots 
Davis and Percy Colston. 

Davis was buried in Woodlawn, 
Friday, while Henderson and Cols- 
ton were interred on Sunday. The 
three funerals were held under the 
joint auspices of the C. V. B. A. and 
The Troupers, prominent colored 
theatrical organizations. 


Married in Bed 


Rock Island, Ill., May 15. 

Jay Mills, alternating with Casey 
Jones between this city and Water- 
loo, as m.c. for Publix stage presen- 
tations, was married to Ruth Gland- 
ville, Denver, May 8 in St. Anthony’s 
hospital, Rock Island, with Jay 
promped up on the bed, after an op- 
eration for appendicitis. 

It was the second trip on the 
matrimonial seas for both of them. 
The wedding had been set for two 
weeks ago and was to be a stage 
affair when Mills was stricken. A 
local justice presided and only a 
few intimate friends of the couple 
attended. 

Miss Glandville, who recently com- 
pleted a tour of the picture houses, 
will resume in about six weeks. 

Mills ane his bride are also plan- 
ning a music anc dancing schoo! in 
Waterloo after the honeymoon. 


EDGAR ALLEN MAY BE 
OUT OF FOX OFFICE 


Booker Seems Supplanted by tie 


Loeb—Mrs. Allen’s Divorce 
Action Starts 


Although Edgar Allen is still on 
the Fox Vaudeville Exchange pay- 
roll, for the past two weeks Jack 
B. Loeb has been handling the 
routing books, with Jesse Kay as- 
sisting. 

The agents are taking it for 
granted that Allen is no longer act- 
ive with the organization. 

The recent notoriety involving 
Allen and Frances (‘“Peaches’’) 
Browning, culminating in Mrs. Al- 
len (Katherine Murray) instituting 
a suit for divorce last week, after 
repeatedly denying such a _ possi- 
bility because of her devout Roman 
Catholicism, is believed by the pro- 
fession to have had much to do with 
Allen’s standing with William Fox. 
The latter's reaction toward the re- 
port that Allen had renounced his 


aith for Catholicism was known to 


have created some negative opinion 
from Mr. Fox. 

Mrs. Allen is at present in Paris. 
The divorce suit was started after 
she had sailed, although the possi- 
bility of a Paris divorce as a move 
to obviate sensationalism and scan- 
dal was discounted for the same re- 
ligious motives, She named a Mrs. 
Browning in her divorce complaint. 

Allen, in turn, through his attor- 
ney, Julius Kendler, claims to have 
some strong evidence of his own 
which he has promised will be of a 
sensational nature when the proper 
time presents itself, 


Baby Adopted? 


Their six months’ old baby, Mary 
Jane, is another mysterious factor 
in the Allens’ affairs. Common be- 
lief has it that the child is an adopt- 
ed one. This is substantiated by 
the mother’s absence abroad with- 
out her infant daughter, who is in 
custody of Mrs. Allen’s father, Ber- 
nard Sweeney. 

When the baby arrived invitations 
for its christening had been issued 
to several of the Broadway people, 
but the dates were indefinitely post- 
poned for almost two months, at 
which time it became too late for 
any formal baptismal ceremonies. 

Allen's absence from the Fox of- 
fice at first was explained by “ill- 
ness” until Loeb was told on the 
phone that Allen could not have 
been ill that day, having been scen 
at the moment on the Square. 
Whereupon Loeb would not confirm 
or deny, remaining non-committal. 

It is stated that Allen himseif 
does not know of his position in the 
matter, 


“Little Peggy” vs. “Baby 


Peggy” in Chi; Squawk 


Chicago, May i5. 
Now it’s Peggy vs. Peggy. Little 
Peggy, playing local picture house 
dates, kas been called for mislead- 
ing advertisements. City Prosecutor 
Frank Peska has served notice on 


Peggy that she draws business on | 


the strength of a name well known 
to picture fans, “Baby Peggy.” Both 
Peggys are playing vaudeville and 
picture house dates. 

Theatre patrons notified 
prosecutor’s office that they 
gone to theatre expecting to 
“Baby Peggy.” 


Grab Second of Three 
Lafayette Theatre Bandits 


Recent arrests have about cleared | gnyubert at the time did 


| 


| 


Albee Sells K-A-O Stock 


bankers within 48 hours and 
without displaying a financial state- 
ment of K-A-O. 


On the surface it looks as though 
Kennedy, through his connection 
with General Electric and Radio 
Corporation of America, might have 
expansive plans not altogether con- 
fined within this Albee deal. yen. 
Elec. and RCA are interested finan- 
cially in Kennedy's picture concern, 
FBO, and the prospect of some fu- 
ture mammoth deal to arise out of 
the present one is probable. 

A rumor has been about for some 
time, and previously printed in Va- 
riety, of the continuous Murdock- 
Kennedy close association. It may 
be that Murdock pointed out to 
Kennedy and his G. E. and RCA as- 
sociates the possibilities in the show 
business, including the K-A-O 
chain. 

Bankers interested are said to be 
the Chase National, Blair and Com- 
pany and the Millbank crowd. Also 
reported behind the deal are the 
du Ponts, although there is no veri- 
fication of the du Pont rumor. An- 
other report is that the du Ponts 
did consider the purchase but that 
the bankers named, along with Ken- 
nedy, took over the Albee stock by 
themselves. 


New Board Members 


Albee, it is said, may continue as 
the official president of K-A-O, 
through his name being in the cor- 
porate title, but a new _ board 
of directors will be chosen with 
more prominent names on it than 
the K-A-O board now contains. 

The K-A-O circuit is comprised 
of about 125 theatres, nearly all 
vaudfilm now. Of the total number 
there are from 30 to 35 Class A 
theatres susceptible of any policy. 
Realty values of K-A-O properties 
are reported very high and in ex- 
cess of the present market quoted 
valuation of the circuit's capital 
stock. 


K-A-O Stockhoiders 


Albee held over 200,000 shares of 
K-A-O stock and is said to have 
received $21 a share, the under- 
writing price. Shortly after the 
stock went on the market, it fell 
from 21 to under 15%. This is re- 
ported to have about panicked the 
K-A-O large stockholders. 

Among the latter and their hold- 
ings are: 

Shares 


| Walter > 80,000 
Maurice Goodman ...... $0,000 
Robert Larsen Est. ..... 80,000 
Orpheum group ........ Remainder 

The former Orpheum Circuit 


| stockholders, who received one for 
one of K-A-O at the recent merger 
said to hold nearly 500,000 
shares of K-A-O among them. It 
is not known how this amount is 
divided nor how many Orpheum- 
ites still remain K-A-O interested. 

All of the K-A-O stockholders 
listed excepting the Shuberts, Or- 
pheum group and Albee received 
| their stock by bequests from the 
late A, Paul Keith. Mr. Keith, in 
his will, also left a sufficient num- 
ber of B. F. Keith's shares to Albee, 
to give the latter control, which he 
has since retained either by stock 


the holdings or agreement. 
had | 


see | 


Lee Shubert’s Reason 
The Shuberts secured their Keith's 
| holdings through the stock left by 
ithe late E. M. Robinson and left to 
lhim by A. Paul Keith. The Robin- 
son bequest was made to a sister, 
Mrs. Charles Anderson, who later 
sold the stock to the Shuberts. Lee 
not par- 


up the robbery of the Lafayette! ticularly want the Keith shares, but 


theatre March 1, when three bandits 
got away with $752. 

Last week Joseph Dellicuti, 22, a 
Harlem peddler, was nabbed by De 
tective Brown and identified by 
Bernard Burtt, manager of the the- 
atre, as one of the robbers. Some 
weeks ago the police caught James 
Polambo, who is said to have ad- 
mitted participation, 

Dellicuti denied any connection 
with the robbery. He is said to 


as the Shuberts were then con- 
templating vaudeville and other re- 


Kunsky-Morris Detroit 


Detroit, May 15. 
Morris Silvers and Max Turner, 
of the William Morris Chicago of- 
fice, were in town last week to con- 
fer with Howard Pierce on the pro- 
posed affiliation of Kunsky’s newly 


have driven the car in which the | established booking agency with 


bandits escaped. The third robber 


is still missing, 


Jack McGowan Returning 

Back from Hollywood but a short 
While, after briefly staying on the 
coast, Jack McGowan is leaving 
May 28, to return to the M-G-M lot 
and the film scenario of his stage 
play, “Excess Baggage.” 

McGowan 


he will remain this time. 


Morris. 

It developed that the Kunsky 
agency will operate under a booking 
agreement with Morris (Chicago), 
but will not become a William Mor- 
ris enterprise in name for the time 
being. 

Kunsky booking office is headed 
by Howard Pierce, also general 


production manager of the circuit. 


isn’t certain how long} He is assisted on the booking end 


by Lew Kane. 


(Continued from page 1) 


prisal movements against Keith's, 
Lee wanted to be listed as a Keith 


stockholder to obtain a line upon 
the Keith business through the 


statements he would then receive. 

Albee was given a large share of 
the business by the will of B. F, 
Keith, who died a few years before 
his son passed away. 

Jos. P. Kennedy is the banker- 
showman, president of the picture 
distributor -producer, FBO, and who 
lately reformed the Pathe (pictures) 
organization. This Kennedy did at 
the request of Murdock, president of 
Pathe, with Murdock also the execu- 
tive director of K-A-O. There is 
probably no man in the K-A-O or- 
ganization who knows it as thor- 
oughly as Murdock. 

FBO-Pathe 

In taking over the Albee interest 
and direction of K-A-O, the Mur- 
dock-Kennedy combine receives with 
it the Pathe-DeMille holdings, leav- 
ing it problematical, through the 
present close association of Ken- 
nedy and Murdock, how long, with 
the K-A-O theatre circuit behind it, 
it will be before there may be a pic- 
ture production and_ distributing 
merger of FBO and Pathe. 

One angle of the proposed reor- 
ganizatlon will tend to bring the 
younger set of the K-A-O staff for- 
ward, it is said. Among this set is 
Pat Casey. ostersibly head of the 
Vaudeville Managers’ Protective As- 
sociation, but of recent times a 
close companion of Messrs. Murdock 
and Kennedy. There is no informa- 
tion as to how Casey will fit into 
the new line-up, but that Casey 
knows all there is to find out about 
vaudeville is common knowledge. 


Albee Dominant 


E. F. Albee has been the dominant 
head of Keith's since he became its 
general manager almost 30 years 
ago, at that time following J. Austin 
Fynes in the position. As the domi- 
nant head, without a discord against 
his commands or instructions pos- 
sible, Albee’s word in the K-A office 
has been always the final say. Lead- 
ing the K-A organization into suffi- 
cient prominence for Wall Strert to 
recognize, it may have been the in- 
fluence bringing the Albee mind 
around to see that it might be time 
for him to take a little rest from 
the business, Though a very wealthy 
man and of wealth for many years, 
Mr. Albee has worked constantly and 
hard. Always at his desk by nine, 
he seldom ever left before six or 
seven, and up to the past few sea- 
sons took no recreation whatever. 

When K-A and Orpheum merged 
Lehman Brothers were the bankers. 
There is no report if the Lehmans 
are in on the Albee buy, but it is 
said their contract at the time of the 
merger gave the bankers an option 
on about 50,000 shares of K-A-O 
stock, 

Rises in K-A-O stock and Pathe 
stock toward the end of last week 
presaged some important move. 

Kennedy’s Speed 

It is reported that Kennedy pro- 
cured but a four-day option on the 
Albee stock, with that option expir- 
ing yesterday. Messrs. Albee, Mur- 
dock and Kennedy, from the ac- 
count, conducted all negotiations be- 
tween themselves without lawyers 
or outside negotiators being called 
in. 

Murdock and Casey are strietly 
vaudeville men. It is anticipated 


- 


that should K-A-O under its new 
direction go in for mergers or ac- 
quirements in the picture theatre 
flelds that it may call in a picture 


| theatre operator to handle that end. 
'It is said that Murdock has decided 


that two-a-day vaudeville may be 
made to thrive, and he will, with the 
vaudeville assistants around him, 
concentrate altogether along that 
line, 

It is also anticipated that during 
the summer any number of changes 
will occur in the present K-A-O per- 
sonnel, 


| 
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| (I WANT TO BE LONESOME—I WANT TO BE BLUE) 
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Rare Novelty/ 


Are You 


Fox Tyot Song And Just A Wow / 


OLORES 


4 ART KAHN and MARTY BLOOM 
A Rag Ballad Plus / 


WHEN YOU'RE WITH SOMEBODY ELSE 


ty RUTH ETTING —ABEL BAER. aud L.WOLFE GILBERT 


NEW YORK N.™% 
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LINCOLN’S BIG SHOWS 


Trenton, N. J., May 15 
A heated scrap for business has 
been initiated by the new Hersch- 


feld Lincoln theatre here, against 
Walter Reade'’s Capitol, the older 
house. 


Lawrence Golde, formerly with 
the Keith-Albee booking forces, has 
been commissioned to book the 
stage shows for the Lincoln, So 
far he has been paying for good 
big acts. 

A split week and revue style of 
turn make the present policy, be- 
sides the pictures. This week Golde 
in the first half has Delmar'’s 
Revels, a large unit reveue produc- 
tion, with the halves. booked with 
this style of attraction untii the 
middle of July. 

The revue displaces the former 
Lincoln's presentation. 

K-A books the Capitol, 
vaudfilm house. 


also a 


Tim Owsley is now managing the 
Gibson theatre, Philadelphia. Early 
this season Owsley had his own 
musical tab. 


ROSCOE 
AILS 


License Dept. Renews Drive 
On Bootleg Vaude Houses 


License Department of New York 
has renewed its drive against pic- 
ture houses operating with common 
show licenses who have been boot- 
legging vaudeville without proper 
authority. 

First to come under the axe are 
the Palestine, Apollo, Florence, 
Odeon and Clinton theatres, all 
spotted on the east side. These 
houses had been playing vaudeville 
with seeming immunity from inter- 
ference for the past six months. 

Last week's bills were cancelled 
when the License Department 
threatened to revoke current 
licenses if the houses did not stay 
within the confine of their com- 
mon show license. The action is 
reported as result of complaints 
presumably from competitors. It is 
said that a number of other com- 
plaints against houses in New 
York and Brooklyn that are illegally 


60—410—35—2 
9 


‘Omaha’s Scale Cut 
by 4 Film Houses 


Occurs Often 


Omaha, May 15. 

The theatre price war here has 
brought things just about down to 
the bone, At least four of the 
downtown houses have made one or 
two cuts during the past three 
months. The last was for the Ri- 
viera, Publix deluxe house, cutting 
its weekday matinee from 40c to 
35c and to offer its balcony at night, 
except Saturday and Sunday, for 
40c. Downstairs seats remain at 
60c. 

Latest quotations on leading thea- 
tres are: 


5 
5 


playing vaudeville are being inves- Orpheum ..-cccccece 50—35— 
Common show license, under{ The Moon, second-class house, 


which the above houses operate, 
only permits screen exhibitions with 
an oceasional vocalist or lecturer. 


AUTHORS’ ROYALTY JUDGMENT 


*Frank Fay, Bert Lahr, Sam Baer- 
witz and Harry Delmar, owners of 
the Delmar’s “Revels” revue, issued 
a $1,900 note Feb. 6 last to Billy 
Rose, Ballard Macdonald and Jesse 
Greer, the authors and composers of 
the songs in the show, This was 
in payment of acrued royalty and 
due in 9C€ days. When the note was 
presented at the Hanover Bank it 
was protested. 

Judgment by default has been 
taken by the songwriters against 
the show management. 


GAMBY-HALE DANCE ACTS 

Gambarelli (Gamby) premiere for 
Roxy for many years, has joined 
with Georgie Hale in producing 
dancing groups for KAO unit bills. 

The Tip Toe Girls, first unit sent 
out by the new dance producers, 
opened at the Coliseum, New York, 
last week. 


RAY 
JUST A GOOD BOY GONE BAD 


Playing consecutively for Fanchon 
and Marco 


Homer’s Odyssey describing the 
“Ten Years’ Wanderings. of 
Ulysses” is a fac-simile of Ros- 
coe Ails’ search for an _ ideal. 
The consequence is Artist’s Isle, 
situated on a beautiful island 
approached by a rustic bridge. 
Seven-room log bungalows, lav- 
atories and bath, motor boating, 
fishing, golfing, swimming. The 
summer resort millennium. 


ADDRESS 


ROSCOE AILS 


Russell Point, Ohio 


One Hour from Columbus, Ohio 


With thanks to Gene Morgan and 


is contemplating running matinee 


prices until 7 p. m., while the rest 
already have let the bars down un- 
til 6:30. 

The Riveria’s cut was the first 
made since the opening, but the 
Orpheum has come down twice re- 
cently. 

The World had gone up after in- 
stalling Vitaphone and Movietone, 


Detroit’s Only Vaude 


Detroit, May 15. 

Miles’ Oriental, playing Pan 
vaude, went the limit in its Sunday 
advertising to proclaim itself as 
playing “the only big time vaude- 
ville in Detroit.” The ads led off 
with the line, “The Survival of the 
Fittest!” Keith's Temple had 
closed for lack of business Saturday 
night. 

Oriental is now the only downtown 
vaude house with the exception of 
the Columbia, located on burlesque 
row (Monroe street). 

Manager Wodetsky is doubling 
temporarily in advertising and pub- 
licity for the Oriental since Joe 
Lee's departure last week. 


“Padlocks” as Act 


Max Hayes has taken over the 
vaude version of “Padlocks of 1928" 
from Padlocks Productions, Inc., and 
will route the piece for a tour of 
K-A-O time. The tab version of the 


Harry Wahlin 


| 


DRAKE and WALKER’S || 


All Colored Revue 


with 


Drake’s Cyclonic Jazz Band 


Keith-Albee Booking Exchange 


| THOSE VERSATILE DANCERS 


| MURIEL 


AND 


| FISHER 


Foremost Exponents of the Bowery 
Dance—Featured in ‘Parisian Frolics’ 


BETTY 


SILBERMAN 


ORGANIST 


3th Consecutive Year with Pantages 
Theatre, Los Angeles 


THAT LYRIC TENOR 
CHARLES 


WILLIS 


(The Colored McCormack of 
Vaudeville) 


Now Playing on the West Coasi 


| paid off 


former Texas Guinan revue is in 11 
scenes and carries a cast of 35. 
Piece was previosly in difficulties, 
with the company having been 
stranded three weeks ago, but since 
before Hayes took over 
management of the unit. 


PADDEN’S BOOKING OFFICE 


Metropolitan Booking Offices were 
formed last week with Harry Pad- 
den as general booking manager, 
with offices in New York. 

Its personnel includes Louis FE. 
Walters, Joseph Sullivan, Paul N 
Denish and Ross Frisco. 

In the association of Joe Sullivan 
with the enterprise brings to light 
the withdrawal of Sullivan from the 
Keith-Albee-Orph offices. 

Sullivan for years has had book- 
ing privileges on the K-A-O floors. 


Geo. King Still Indie 
George King, vaude agent, former 
eastern representative for the Bert 
Levey Circuit on the west coast, 
denies that he is again resuming his 
former connection here. He will 


With Thanks to Alexander Pantages J} continue as an independent agent. 


NEGRO SHOW BIZ N. G. 


Salacious Material Proving Boom- 
erang, Report 


According to producers of colored 
shows (for colored audiences) this 
past season has been the worst in 
some years. Short seasons, forced 
closings, stranded companies, have 
been notable. 

One vet colored producer is em- 
phatic in his censure of some of the 
Negro theatre operators and book- 
ers, who have demanded that the 
shows inject salacious scenes, sug- 
gestive dialog and that the girls 
with the troupes display as much 
nudity as possible. This sort of 
condition, he declares, is blamed for 
so many shows hitting the rocks. 

Certain houses in the south have 
been unusually flagrant in this sort 
of show, 


Orpheum’s Ist 4-a-Day 


Chicago, May 15, 

The first Orpheum house to go 
into four-a-day is the Riveria, on 
the northwest side. This is exclu- 
sive of Junior Orpheum or Ass’n 
houses. 

Originally a Balaban & Katz de- 
luxe presentation theatre, the Riv- 
iera was taken over for booking by 
the Orpheum Circuit, with a two- 
a-day policy. When that flopped, 
the house was switched to three-a- 
day. 

Continuous grind has been re- 
sorted to as a last hope. 


MARGARET LAWRENCE SKIT 


Margaret Lawrence, whose legit 
vehicle, “All Alone Susan,” has been 


indefinitely postponed, will enter 
vaude under direction of Albert 
Lewis. Miss Lawrence will offer a 


sketch unselected as yet. 


Farnum Signs Watson 
Ralph Farnum has signed Milton 
Watson, Chicago picture house 
tenor. 
Watson opened at the Paramount 
with Paul Ash this week. 


NOW PLAYING PUBLIX THEATRES 


MASSE 


AND 


DIETRICH 


Direction ARTHUR SEELIG 
of LYONS and LYONS 


DOTSON 


SEARCH BEING MADE FOR 
MARIE LABARD, MISSING 


Bronx police are Searching for 
Marie Labard (Labard and Frank. 
Ivn), missing from her apartment, 
204 W. 123rd street, for several 
months. Search is being made at 
the request of her husband, Frank J, 
Walsh, who, as Wilbur Franklyn 
has been her stage partner. : 

It is the latter’s belief that his 
wife is somewhere in the Bronx, 
under the belief her disappearance 
will make it easier for Franklyn to 
get work, as she has been a cripple 
since February and was depressed 
over her inability to resume Stage 
work. Franklyn has been working 
as a single. At the time Miss Labarg 
was injured the couple were work- 
ing in “Merry-Go-Round.” She had 
been shopping, and on her way 
home slipped and fell. Injury was 
so severe that she 
to a hospital, where her leg was 
placed in a cast for seven weeks, 

The couple's five-year-old is in 
a convent in New Jersey. 


HARRY ROGERS Presents 


ORCHESTRA 


A SURE-FIRE 
HEADLINE ATTRACTION 


CORRINNE 


MARSH 


In Specialty Dances 


Featured with “Radio Fancies” 
Now Playing Pantages Circuit 


Youth, Pep and Personality 
HARRY 


SPEAR 


M. of C. with “De Sylvia’s Night 
Club,” Now Touring Pantages Circuit 


SONGS AND DANCES 


PEARL 


TWINS 


| 
| 
Playing West Coast Theatres 
With Thanks to Fanchon and Marco | 


HARRY Q. 


MILLS 


ORGANIST 


Warner Bros. Theatre, Hollywood 


EDITH BRISTOLL, S. 

“There's sunshine in 
as in his voice. 
ing.” 


His personality 


THE CALIFORNIA BLUE BOY 


CHAS. HAMP 


“DR. STRASSKA’S BIG BOY” 
ORIGINATOR OF THE ONE-MAN RADIO PROGRAM 


F. “CALL” 
Hamp's smile, just 
is reach- 


OPENING AN INDEFINITE RADIO ENGAGEMENT IN DETROIT 


Ss. F. “NEWS” 
“An entertainer unique in the 


- the hit of the bil . . , 


riotous.” 


theatre 
success 


After building up a tremendous following through broadcasting over radio stations KYA and KFRC, San Francisco 
PLAYED A SINGLE WEEK AT PANTAGES THEATRE, SAN FRANCISCO, TO SENSATIONAL BUSINESS 


A. F. GILLASPEY, S. F. “BULLETIN”: 
“Ilamp’s friendly smile caught his audi- 

ence, and when he began to speak every- 

body became enthusiastic.” 


EASTERN CITIES TO FOLLOW 


GREETINGS TO ALL MY FRIENDS IN SHOW BUSINESS 
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VAUDEVILLE 


Mix on Vaudeville 


(Continued from page 3) 
paid title writer in Hollywood had 
glipped me, an’ which, he said, was 
a knock out. When it didn’t get a 
Jlaugh, I just reckoned mebbe I 
wasn’t talkin’ loud enough for the 
audience to hear. When I come off, 
a kindly disposed an’ well meanin’ 
stage hand says: “Mr. Mix, that 
openin’ wise crack you sprung was 
used here two years ago by the 
Boundin’ Bananas, acrobats.” The 
gecond smart sayin’ which a popular 


song writer had told me, the same 
atage hand said was brought west 
the season before by Hoofem an’ 
Goofem, a dancn’ act from the Mar- 
eus Loew tme. 

Another choice bit, supplied by 


MARION SUNSHINE 


Special Material 


“Baby Sister Blues’’ for Duncan Sisters 
**Love’s Opera’’ for Dorothy Jardon 
“Flapper Fannie’ and “Grandma Biues’’ 
for Fannie Ward 


112 West Street 
New York 
Telephone 


JUTTA 


VALEY 


in “SKY HIGH” 
TOURING PANTAGES CIRCUIT 


“Ideas” 


One of Fanchon and Marco’s 
VINA 


ZOLLE 


PRIMA DONNA 
Featured in “Great White Way” Idea 


one of the high-powered eens 
Title Squaders, was a bit of smart 
conversation between me an’ the or- 
chestra leader an’ which I was told 
was sure-fire. In Omaha, where I 
decided to use it, I started to re- 
hearse the dialogue with the orches- 
tra director. I had only sprung the 
first line when the man with the 
fiddle says, “All right, Mr. Mix, I 
know the rest of it. I’ve done it be- 
fore cight times, four while a leadin’ 
on the kerosene circuit an’ four 
times while directin’ a seven-piece 
orchestra for a burlesque house in 
Detroit.” 


So I just throwed all this high- 
powered conversation overboard an’ 
told the customers some good old 
cowcamp stories, an’ since then I’ve 
been doing pretty gdéod—at least 
there ain’t been no more’n a dozen 
walked out on me at the supper 
show an’ which I’m told is a regular 
Babe Ruth battin’ average. 


I’ve decided therefore, that a lot of 
Texas an’ Oklahoma cowhands I 
know could help the picture indus- 
try a heap by comin’ out to the 
coast an’ writin’ a few titles. 


Smart Dummy 


Once I got started I was slipped a 
lot of back stage advice, and inci- 
dentally a lot of really valuable in- 
formation came from ‘the stage 
hands, but the best advice I got an’ 
the surest an’ most dependable 
friend I found was the dummy a 
workin’ in Marshall Montgomery’s 
ventriloquist act. The dummy didn’t 
know nothin’ and didn’t pretend to. 
Like a lot of 'em, he was wood from 
the neck up, but he had a big ad- 
vantage over the rest, for he knew 
it. He never once told me how many 
times he had insulted Martin Beck 
in Beck’s own Office or that six times 
he had refused to play on the Palace 
bill in New York because they 
wouldn't change Bill Robinson an’ 
give him next to closin’ or because 
he wasn’t on speakin’ terms with 
the stage carpenter an’ didn’t like 
the orchestra director. 

The dummy admitted with en- 
gagin’ candor that J. J. Murdock 
had never sent for him an’ added 
that he didn’t believe E. F. Albee 
had ever heard of him, Beyond any 
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CLARA HOWARD 


“1 HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“1 HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“lt HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“1 HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 


“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“i HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“! HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“! HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 


“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“| HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
“1 HEAR YOU CALLING ME” 
YOU CALLING ME” 
YOU CALLING ME” 
YOU CALLING ME” 


YOU CALLING ME” 
YOU CALLING ME” 


WEEK MAY 20 
LINCOLN THEATRE 


Lincoln 


Neb. 


dispute the devine was dumb, but 
he got over great. So I just put in 
with an’ strung along with the 
dummy, makin’ myself a_ little 
dum ber—net result—100 percent. 


Dressing Room Stuff 


But I'm gettin’ used to vaudeville. 
I shot five rats in one dressin’ room 
an’ in another theatre, me an’ Pat 
Chrisman, my ranch foreman, who 
is with me, used to run off cock- 
roach races between shows.. In 
some of the other theatres, the 
dressin’ rooms are better than the 
$50 a day hotels me an’ my troupe 
was a stoppin’ in. In one theatre, 
Tony kicked a fresh hoofer, puttin’ 
him out of commission for a couple 
of days. The women on the bill 
promptly bought Tony two pounds 
of sugar and a big sack of apples. 

Among other things, Frank Vin- 
cent talked me into was a playin’ 
four a day at the State-Lake, Chi- 
cazo. As I remember now, I don’t 
think in conversations with me, he 
ever used the term “pro-rata’’—but 
I know it now. 

I've made some nice friends on 
the tour an’ I might mention that’s 
it’s a privilege to know such men 
as Everett Hays, the St. Louis man- 
ager, an’ John Royal, Cleveland, an’ 
O'Sullivan tn Columbus—real show- 
men an’ gentlemen. I've played with 


folks that I hope some day to have |. 


as my house guests in Beverly Hill. 
I’ve met others that wasn’t fit com- 
pany for Tony’s brother, who is 
about the toughest and ornriest cow- 
pony on my ranch. Unfortu ly, 
Tony, too, has a few bad relations, 
like the rest of us, 


Tom Apologizes 

This brings up another matter: 
From time to time I have wrote 
pieces for “Variety,” a-criticizin’ 
vaudeville acts | saw tn Los An- 
geles. With a single exception, I am 
now offerin’ an apology, an’ this 
apology includes hoofers an’ sing- 
ers, acrobats an’ animal acts, dan- 
cers an’ girl shows, magicians an’ 
jugglers, sketches in full stage an’ 
skits in “one,” high-powered dra- 
matic artists and low-powered 
foreign fakirs, monologists an’ nut 
comedians, grand opera singers an’ 
saxophone soloists, quartets, trios, 
duetists, ventriloquists an’ vaude- 
villians generally. I'm sorry for 
anything I said. I didn’t know. I'll 
probably never find out. I’m not so 
sure that I want to. But the play 
goes double an’ besides those I’ve 
mentioned takes in the casekeeper, 
an’ the look-out. In this vaudeville 
game, for all I know about it, I 
might just as well be sittin’ in, 
seven handed, with a six an’ four 
baek to back an’ no signs of helpin’. 
The one act that this apology 
doesn’t cover is that Clavicle Piano 
turn I saw on the Coast. I still 
maintain their billin’ is misleadin’ 
an’ that any one, same as me, had 
a right to see a real horse opera 
as advertised instead of six Rus- 
sians whose names only the pro- 
gram could spell an’ not even the 
stare manager pronounce, a playin’ 
eight pianos an’ each bird a strikin’ 
out for himself, a disregardin’ the 
rest of Trotskys a playin’ with him. 
Child’s Play | 

A few years ago, some wise birds | 
decided that pictures should be} 
made for audiences composed of | 
Morons with an average intelligence | 
of 14 years; but that don’t go for 
vaudeville patrons. I figure that | 
when it comes to mentality, the | 
audience has got an even break | 
with the performer an’ the au- 
dience probably a gettin’ the shade. | 
Mebbe that isn’t sayin’ much for | 
either one of ‘em. | 
But when it comes to real! hard | 
work-—ridin’ Tony down mountains, | 
jumpin’ him into movin’ box cars, 
overturnin’ stage coaches with m«e 
in ’em, fighting bandits collectively 
an’ rescuin’ helpless maidens in- 
dividually, it’s all child’s play, com- 


pared with a doin’ of the 
an’ the “four-a-day.” 

I’ve only got a few weeks more 
of vaudeville—then it’s me for the 
Coast, where under the able gen- 
eralship of Joseph P. Kennedy, 
president of FBO, me an’ Tony will 


“three 


resume our regular trade of picture | 
makin’, 
Today, I'm just a meournin’ Meth- 
odist baek slider, a seekin’ home. 
On an after the end of this tour, 


I ean be addressed, 
manent: 


TOM MIX, 
Care FBO, 
Cal. 


plumb per- 


WEST COAST BRANCHES 


The west coast is attracting the 
attention of local KAO agents as a 
possible branch office site. Several 
have announced an intention of 
opeing a west coast office, 

Those in touch with the situation 
are advising them against it. 


VARIETY 35 
BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles West, 


daughter, at the Angelus Hospital, 
Los Angeles, May 6 Father ts @ 
film publicity man. 


Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Garver, 
daughter, at Hollywood Hespital, 
Hollywood, May 6 Futher is 
press agent, Criterion theatre, Los 
Angeles, 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Mossman, 
daughter, May 5, in the Massachu- 
setts Women's Hospital, Roxbury, 
Mass. Mother is Alice Turner 


(Mossman and Turner), 

Mr. and Mrs. Bert Williams, May 
12, in Detroit, son. Williams is gen- 
eral manager of the C. W. Munz En- 
terprises, that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Flaum, in 
New York, May 1, daughter. Father 
is vaude agent associated with the 
Meyer North offices, 


Jules Stephens has been added to 
the R.isamuels Agency. 


MAYRIS 


CHANEY 


Orpheum Theatre, Los Angeles. 


“DELIGHTFUL DANCE DELINEATORS” 


ASSISTED BY 


AL NORMAN and EARL PAULL 


Our record over the Orpheum Circuit tour 
Inaugural Bilis of the New Orpheum Theatre, Omaha, Neb., and New 
Orpheum Theatre, Vancouver, B. C., also held over for 2" weeks at 
Press comment: 
Fox offering is the last word in dance creations.” 


EDWARD 


includes being with 


“The Chaney and 


Next Week, Starting May 20 
PALACE, CHICAGO, ILL. 


Direction 
LEW GOLDER 


Best Wishes Always 


Entire act conceived and staged by Chaney and Fox 


Associate 
ARTIE PIERCE 


to Roye and Maye 


ARTHUR 


MILLARD and MARLIN 


n “KOLLEGE KAPERS,” Written by Henry Bergman 

May 14 (This Week), Imperial, 

May 21 (Next Week), Washington St. Olympia, Boston 
Direction MILT LEWIS 


MINNA 


Montreal, Can, 


DAVE 


BURNS and STOKES 


With PAUL TISEN AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


AT LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (MAY 14) 


DANCING THAT IS DANCING 


ETHEL 


ADDRESS IS HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK 


“THERE’S A REASON” 
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VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 


Wednesday, May 16, 1928 


2 Loew Houses 
Adopt Vaudfilm Policies 


Loew's Park and Granada thea- 
tres, Cleveland, will scrap their pre- 
sentation policies May 27 supplant- 
ing with vaudfilm., 


The Park will play five acts on a 
gplit, while the neighborhood house 
will operate likewise. 


SAM FALLOW ALONE 


Bookin: firm of Fallow and 
Rogers has dissolved partnership. 
Sam Fallow is taking over the of- 
fices and will continue to bock acts 
for clut- and independent vaude- 
ville, 


ON OUR WAY EAST 
FRANK 


MITCHELL 


JACK 


DURANT 


Direction WM. MORRIS 
Thanks to FANCHON AND MARCO 


Eva Jorgensen’s Divorce 


Suit Settled Out of Court 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

The contested divorce suit of Eva 
Mudge Jorgensen, former vaude 
actress and writer, known as “Little 
Eva" Mudge, and Hans Henrik 
William Jorgensen, was taken off 
the calendar in Judge Anderson's 
court’ when a settlement was de- 
clared to have been reached out of 
court. Under the terms of the set- 
tlement it is understood that Mrs. 
Jorgensen will receive the custody 
of the two children. 

The case hotly 
court for several days 


fought in 
and was 


marked by the appearance of “Death 


Scotty,” notorious desert 
millionaire, whose real name is 
Walter Scott. The latter, an old 
friend of Mrs. Jorgensen, was pre- 
pared to testify in her behalf, but 
did not get the opportunity. 

The suit was first started by Mrs. 
Jorgensen against her husband in 
which she charged extreme cruelty. 
Jorgensen later filed a cross-com- 
plaint. Both complaints will now 
be dismissed. 


Valley 


Charles B. Maddock, K-A-O pro- 
ducer, returned from his annual so- 
journ abroad last week. 


Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 


160 WEST 46"ST: 
BRYANT: 9850—NEW YORK CITY | 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGEB 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


a 


cast of “Take My Advice” (Henry 


| thodox operation like appendicitis. 
| She’s getting along nicely, although 


1560 Broadway 


ACME BOOKING OFFICES, INC. 


Booking All Theatres Controlled by 


STANLEY COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A route of 15 weeks within 200 miles of New York 
Artists invited to book direct 


New York City 


DENVER ORPHEUM CLOSES 


Squawks From Union and Acts 
Who Jumped to Davenport, la. 


Denver, May 15. 

The Orpheum, one of the oldest 
theatre standbys of the K-A-O cir- 
cuit, has shut down. Though not a 
complete surprise, closing of the 
house drew squawks from the loca! 
musicians’ union as well as froin the 
acts who were given sleeper jum}'s 
to Davenport, la. 

Orpheum has been encountering 
bad business since Publix opened 
the Denver, just around the corner. 
Vaude house was operating on a 
policy of five acts and pictures. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Slim Mason (colortd) is recov- 
ering from a recent illness. 


Rosie Gillyard (colored) is quite 
iil in New York. Miss Gillyard was 
with Florence Mills’ “Dixie to 
Broadway” and later of Connie's 
Inn and Plantation revues. 


Emma DeBerry, en route with 
“Sugar Foot” (colored), is recover- 
ing from a severe illness. 


Irwin Barg, professional manager, 
Milton Weil Music Co., Chicago, is 
ill with tonsilitis. 


Paul Wright, son of Harold Bell 
Wright, novelist, has been acting in 
stock companies around New York 
for the past year. For several 
months Wright has been ailing and 
two weeks ago was sent to his home 
in the west. He is the younger of 
two sons. 

Anna Q. Nilsson fractured her 
right ankle as the result of a fall 
from a horse in the mountains near 
Fresno, Cal. She is in a hospital at 
Santa Monica and will probably be 
confined two or three weeks. 

Mrs. George Johnson, with Mid- 
City Park, Albany-Troy, (N. Y.) 
road, recovering from serious 
illness. 

Ken Browne has been out of the 
| Duffy), Alcazar, San _ Francisco, 
| through illness, 

Margaret Irving underwent tonal 
operation last week by Dr. Morton 
Hertz, in New York. 

Helen Bolton underwent a throat 
operation at St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
— Angeles, and is recovering rap- 
dly. 

Sadie Banks has been removed 
from the hospital to her home, at 
949 Simpson street, Bronx, N. Y. C. 

Write to the ill and injured 

Joan Adaire, who finds singing 
over WMCA interesting, fave 
another demonstration of bizarre 
taste, by going to the Midtown hos- 
pital to have her tonsils removed in- 
stead of picking a normal and or- 


stiil speechless, 

Mrs. Tom Waters (Mi.y Wallace), 
ill for past 20 weeks, has been re- 
moved to her husband's suite in the 
Manhattan Square Hotel, New York. 
Jack Hatton, film booking man- 


cuit, recovering from an operation 


ager for the Small & Strassberg cir- [ 


Bentham’s Coast Rep 


S. George Ullman, former mana- 
ger of Rudolph Valentino, is now 
representing the M. S. Bentham of- 
fice in Hollywood. 

Ullman is offering H. B. Warner, 
Lilyan Tashman, Elinor Farie and 
Irene Rich for personal appearances 
in eastern Publix houses. 


PRODUCING COMBINE 


Sam Baerwitz and Myer Golden 
have formed a producing combine 
for vaudeville. 

Golden has been producing vaude 
acts on his own, while Baerwitz is 
a Loew agent who has occasionally 
taken a production plunge. 


GRAHAM-LEE REUNITE 


Graham and Lee have reunited as 
a vaude team after a separation of 
five years due to the illness of Elsie 
Graham. Latter was ordered to 
Saranac as a result of nervous 
breakdown. 

Lee has been working as a single. 


3 WAY POLICY —~ 


Kingsway, Brooklyn, adopts a tri- 
umvirate policy of vaude, pictures 
and presentation this week. 

Six acts comprise the first half of 
the show, with presentation and 
screen feature after intermission. 


Fanny Rothman With Collins | 


Fanny Rothman has resigned her 
post with Hermine Shone, K-A-O 
agent, to become affliated with 
Johnny Collins, Loew agent. 

Miss Rothman succeeds Carl Mc- 
Bride. 


JUDGMENTS 


M. & &. Inc. F.B.O. Pic. 
tures Corp.; $4,048 


Jack Welch; Madge Hart; $2,614. 


A. §&. Friend Cos.> Ine.: J. 
Welsh, Inc.; $177. 


c. B. & C. Photopla 
Burns Bros.; $83.. play Corp.; 


Harriett Amus. Corp. and M 
M. Chetkin; W. A. Swasey; 1261. 


G. Maillard Kesslere; Heating &@ 
Plumbing Finance Corp.; $950. 


Erwin S. Kleeblatt; Butler Paper 
Co., Inc.; $12,578. 


Pa Green, Low & Dilge, Inc.; 
John Corts Co. Inc.; E. 
$1,156. 


Same; H. A. Gair; $2,682. 
Satisfied Judgment 


E. Ray Goetz; Punch & Judy The- 
atre Co., Inc.; $415.70; Feb. 26, 1923, 


METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 
A full line of gold and silver bro- 
cades, metal cloths, gold and silver 
trimmings, rhinestones, span gies, 
tights, opera howe, etc., etc., for stage 
costumes. Samples upon request. 


J. J. Wyhe & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors to Siegman & Weil) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 


Davis; 


A VERSATILE 


NGER OF SONGS } 


FOON | 


Did the ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE at the A 
STRAND, New York, Last Week c 
Stopped Shows With Constant Rapidity & 
BILLY CLAIR 
A 

oN 

NOW STRAND, BROOKLYN . , 
Connoisseur of Contracts oO 

Samuels Musical Bureau Ww 


1 A HUMMING HARMONICA HOUND } 


Even Chicago's Revolution Can’t 


MOST ENTERTAINING 


WHAT 
eith Rep... LEW GOLDER 


for the removal of his tonsils. 


EDDIE MAYO 


and HIS GANG 


AND 


P, §8.—Thanks to Mr. Jack Loeb and Jesse Kaye for allowing us to knock 
’em off at Academy of Music, Audubon and Crotona 


Stop Our Show Stopping Record 


KIDS IN VAUDEVILLE 


A RIOT! 
Loew Rep., JOHNNY HYDE 


“Ss VAU DEVILLE AGR~CY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT PROMISES 
CONSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus Vaudeville Agency 


Astor Theatre y id N. W. Cor. 45th St. and Broadway 


Lackawanna 7876 


New York City 


EDW 


THE FASHION PLATE, CUP AND SAUCER 


SALARY OF 


HEADLINED LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, WEEK MAY 2, AND BOOKED TO HEADLINE THE ENTIRE LOEW CIRCUIT AT A 


$10,000 (TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS) PER WEEK 


iF YOU'LL COME DOWN A LITTLE, I'LL COME DOWN A LITTLE 


THIS WEEK (MAY 14), GRAND, ATLANTA, GA. 


Thanks to Messrs. J. H. Lubin, Marvin Schenck and Al Grossman 


—a sweet treat and a bright book- 
ing."“—“Variety,” May 2. 


“Lambert is a priceless humorist 
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Wednesday, May 16, 1928 


VAUDEVILLE REVIEWS 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 


They could have used Frank Fay 
and an afterpiece at the Palace very 
nicely this week. The bill lacked 
comedy, color and a few other In- 

edients that used to make the 
Palace bills stand out. George Sid- 
ney (New Acts) was the coinedy of- 
fering of the first half, spotted num- 
ber four ,and Ann Codee, assisted 
by Frank Orth, had the last half as- 
signment next to cease. 

Sidney was given a hearty recep- 
tion, proving that some picture fans 
bave wandered back into vaude 
circles. After riding to safety fol- 
Jowing a slow start, George dragged 
the entire Rooney family out of the 
audience and onto the rostrum. 
Pats, senior and junior, did some 
hoofing and Marion Bent took a 
bend. Sidney had previously shown 
an excellent waltz clog imitation of 
Pat. Whitey and Ed Ford, the 
deuce act, also included an imita- 
tion of Pat Rooney which gave the 
first half of the bill a decided 
Rooney tinge. The Sidneys and the 
Rooneys at the Palace were a clean- 
up, matinee and night. 

The Norman Thomas Quintette 
(New Acts), a hot colored combaq 
with a steaming drummer, warmed 
things up nicely for the former ex- 
ponent of Busy Izzy. 

Chrystal Herne (New Acts) fol- 
lowed in a one act Edgar Allen 
Woolf special that will provide no 
inspiration for title writers. There 
was a rumor around Monday after- 
noon that George Sidney had pur- 
chased 100 ducats for his friends 
and Woolff got panicky for fear they 
would get up and walk out on the 
sketch which followed. Miss Hearne, 
recently legitting as Craig’s wife, 
closed the first half. 

After intermission Robert Chis- 
holm, the Australian baritone from 
“Golden Dawn,” gave the janes a 
few thrills with his romantic pipes 
and appearance. His Legion song, 
“Ramona,” and a third completed 
interesting cycle. Chisholm 
could have had them close him in 
in one before the house drapes after 
his opening number, despite the fact 
that a special drop is good back- 
ground for his Foreign Legion unit, 

Nitza Vernille (New Acts) fol- 
lowed Chisholm in a colorful dane- 
ing turn, “Rhythm and Melody.” 
Charles Collins, a sweet hoofer, and 
Arnoldo’s Gypsy Quartette, were in 
support. Ann Codee and Orth next 
goaled a laugh starved bunch. The 
rough handling in their standard 
“Sock in the Jaw” number never 
went better. They had to beg off. 

Margaret Stewart, assisted by 
Boulan and Blanche Stewart, closed 
in what remains one of the classiest 
posing acts in vaudeville. Ten poses 
held the house unusually well con- 
siderably after 11 p. m. 3usiness 
healthy but not capacity. Con. 


ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 

Roll call Monday night at Mr. 
Fox’s concert hall counted 46 per- 
formers participating in the songs, 
dances and feats of daring. Dress- 
ing room situation with this gather- 
ing of talent must have been acute. 

It wasn’t much of a bill, consid- 
ered as a bill, although the individ- 
ual turns were okay. Program was 
reduced from customary eight acts 
to six because of two 35-minute 
interludes by Ear] Lindsey’s Revue 
and Benny Davis’ Gang, not to men- 
tion Al White’s generous allocation 
of time to himself. 

The bill flopped in failing to pro- 
vide sufficient diversity of material. 
First three acts consumed 65 min- 
utes and with Benny Davis then 
trotting on his mob of 20 specialty 
People, the assembled neighbors 
found the unremitting bombard- 
ment of singing and dancing con- 
ducive to fatigue rather than en- 
joyment. More like picture house 
entertainment than vaudeville, but 

ing twice and a half as long as 
the average presentation it was not 
& success even considered as pres- 
entation. 

Frank Work (New Acts) opened 


and was a frost. He has only a 
skeleton of an act. Lindsey’s Revue 
followed. This act is ragged around 


the edges and needs a good 12 min- 
utes slashed. It lacks sock. In this 
day of arbitrary salary maximums 
it’s unusual to see eight chorus 
girls in vaude and the old Mne 
looked good. The femmes may ob- 
Ject to that chorus girl description 
as they all step out for specialties. 
However, the best part of the turn 
is the chorus numbers. From a 
mezzanine loge the babes looked en- 
ticing as they flapped elbows in ap- 
Proved varsity style. 

Act spills all over itself in the 
Tunning and makes an effort to 
work up a finale by the funniest ex- 
ample of the “Stars and Stripes 
Forever” technique seen in the va- 
rieties in many a first half. This 
unintentionally humorous bit has 
halt the chorus as Confederate 
Soldiers, the other in blue, the two 
Males as officers, the contortionist 
in khaki and the prima donna in 
the garb of the Red Cross. Old 

lory is duly exhibited before the 
Curtain. 

The large membership of Benny 
avis’ act was discouraging rather 
than encouraging after the not-too- 
hot Lindseyettes. Unquestionably 


a act’s reception was dulled on 
lat account. Davis has excellent 
“-Cnt with him and made a good 


impression all the way. Judicious 
editing with an eye for “big time” 
class might help. 

Sally Fields, next to closing with 
more songs, added to an already 
surfeited condition. Miss Fields at- 
tacked the limp customers with her 
characteristic vigor and brought 
them back to a state of enthusiasm. 
Her present catalog includes two 


pip numbers, a Rockaway and 
hostess number. A sergeant of 
ushers brought up a basket of 
flowers, 


After the wear and tear of 50 bal- 
lads, 33 tap dances, 14 imitations 
and assorted specialties, the arrival 
of the Kikutas Japs was like a 
zephyr on a hot night. The Kikutas 
include two girls who juggle six 
sticks at breakneck speed and a 
bunch of guys that do back somer- 
saults with the usual Nipponese 
ease. Land. 


BROADWAY 


(Vaudfilm) 


A fair bill at the Broadway wit- 
nessed by a good-sized attendance 
Monday night, for which mild 
weather and Lloyd’s “Speedy” was 
mainly responsible. 

Owen McGiveney’s Dickens char- 
acterization, known over here for a 
dozen or more years, is still a high- 
grade piece of work. 

Hunter and Percival copped com- 
edy honors. The man had them 
giggling from the start with his wop 
dialect, while the girl foils neatly. 
The balloon dance finish is the high 
spot of the turn. 

The Lowe and Sargeant Revue, 
flash act with five peaple, practically 
all of whom hoof, scored. The Weil 
sisters and Johnny Lee are featured, 
the latter showing some hot Russian 
stepping, while an adagio team, un- 
programed, also did well. The turn 
is well mounted with several sets 
and drops that are eye filling. 

William A. Jones and Al Rea, ina 
rube turn, got little with their com- 
edy. Rea’s method of mouthing his 
words soon grew tiresome. 

3uddy Doyle, assisted by Peggy 
Hoover, filled the two spot accept- 
ably with songs and gags that have 
been heard around = considerably. 
The Ruby Trio, piano and dance, 
opened, and Heer and Minetto, acro- 
batiec turn, closed. 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 
“The Crowd” (M-G) went two 
ways at the State Monday night. 


Plenty of railbirds in the house, up- 
stairs and down. 

Five acts, all established, 
perfectly spotted to make a 
vaude show. No riots, but good 
vaudeville. Mitkus Duo, mixed 
team, opened with a conventional 
line of balancing that held the spot. 
Man is understander for steel ladder 
braced on shoulders, with woman 
doing trapeze stuff atop. Romaine 
and Castle, two men, offered a mix- 
ture of comedy chatter and songs 
that clicked in the next niche. Pian- 
ist works in tan and comic works as 
ebony dame, doing a sort of un- 
bleached Bert Savoy at times which 
grabbed plenty of laughs, also han- 
dling several numbers adequately. 
The comedy and make-up tickled 
especially. Janet of France held her 
own in trey with her amusing post- 
war interlude. Male trio assists in 
unraveling the romance, with “My 
Man,” in French, bringing the best 
returns at this showing. 

James J. Corbett and Bobby Barry 
were comedy aces next to shut. 
Contrast between the towering for- 
mer champ and the pint sized comic 
got them from the go off, with 
Barry's subsequent clowning and 
Corbett’s mauling of the frail part- 
ner working up for plenty of howls 
at the get-away. Paul Tisen and 
Orchestra, Russian tring orchestra 
of six, closed with a repertoire of 
ear-delighting melodies. Act was 
augmented with a femme singer and 
mixed dancing team, which alter- 
nated as spacers between the melodic 
selections. Good act, class and over 


were 
good 


big. dba. 
AMERICAN 
(Vaudfilm) 
Even without elimination 


flight of bathing beauties, the fem- 
inine contingent had most of the 
honors of the bill and the sex pre- 
dominated throughout. Only two 
all-male turns in the running, Pry- 
son, colored solo hoofer, opening in- 
termission, and Sim Moore and Pal, 
travesty acrobats and dancers, next 
to closing. Otherwise it was an all- 
Eve garden. 

Mostof the girls were lookers and 
sprightly dancers and the frameup 
made for good entertainment with 
the customers. Putting a period to 
that kind of a program the sclection 


of Fay, Elliott and King was a 
smart choice. The dance revue 
looks like a singing man and two 


dancing girls, only at the finish the 
“boy” turns out to be a girl and 
one of the. “girls” doffs a blonde 
wig to disclose boy's cropped 
head. 

Arthur and Darling, opening, 1s 
the familiar frog contortionist rou- 
tine elaborated with scenic settings, 
light effects and supplemented with 


a woman dancer working a novelty 


in a butterfly bit done on a dark 
j stage with the wings done in 
fJuminous paint. Gave bill nice 
lstart. Jane and “Ginger” Regers 
|Sister pair (New Acts), dull spot 


VARIETY 37 


CHRYSTAL HERNE 
Dramatic Sketch 

13 Mins.; Full 
Palace (St. V) 


Chrystal Herne, last seen in legit 
circles as “Craig’s Wife.’ and last 
recorded in Variety’s files as a 
vaudevillian in 1914, is essaying a 
return in an Edgar Allan Woolf 
sketch, “The Woman in Black.” 

Woolf, one of the most prolific 
playwrights in vaudeville, has given 
Miss Hearne one emoting oppor- 
tunity, as the mother who has 
sworn to keep away from her son, 
but after 20 years makes herself 
known to save him from the designs 
of a notorious adventuress. 

Act lacks sincerity and the dialog 
is banal and uninspired. Miss Hearn’s 
raucous speaking voice didn't fall 
any too soothingly on the vaude 
ears and her intense emoting in 
the one scene between mother and 
son left some of the front row cus- 
tomers a trifle damp. 

» Don Dillaway gave a convincing 
performance as the son and Julie 
Herne had the one bright line, as 
the companion and secretary of the 
.comtesse. Serves as a once around 
excuse for Miss Herne’s vaude tour, 
but won't catch a brass ring. 

Con. 


NORMAN THOMAS QUINTETTE 
Songs, Dancing, Music 

14 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Palace (St. V) 

A hot colored quintette of piano 
player, drummer, two dancers and 
a baritone, the latter probably 
Thomas. The drummer steals the 
act. His footwork around the 
drums and traps is a revelation. He 
never misses a beat and plays 
everything including taps on the 
stage and scenery. 

Thomas has a commanding pres- 
ence and an excellent’ baritone 
voice. His “Mammy” item regis- 
tered strongly. 

Dancers offer three routines all of 
which stand out, but with the 
drummer cutting up behind them 
the edge was dulled a bit. Pianist 
is a pip box worker and contributes 
a solo that pulled individual re- 
turns. 

Act is new around New York and 
is billed as from South America. 
It’s a fast turn that will stand up 
in any company. Number three 
here and took one of the hits of the 
bill, Con. 


in No. 2, but show took on anima- 
tion and pep in next turn, Fielder, 
Elliott and Hamilton, a natural. 

Dave Harris Co. of five scored a 
small riot with their neat dance and 
music flash. Then intermission. 
Opening second half Bryson, col- 
ored hoofer, was rather light. Bry- 
son formerly worked in a two act 
and his remarkable stepping car- 
ried weight, but a colored single, 
working entirely straight and mix- 
ing talk with his true specialty, 
searcely rated this spot. Talk is 
flat, but the stepping is of the best 
and of all kinds. Bryson needs a 
partner and if he must talk this 
line needs fattening. 

Eddie Clark offers one of the 
fast disappearing comedy talking 
sketches. This one called ‘‘Blood’s 
Thicker Than Water” and is paced 
along quaint comedy lines in the 
“Toplitsky” manner. Clark plays a 
philosophical Hebe pestered with 
the relatives whom he has to em- 
ploy in his business. They loaf on 
him and he fires them all. Just then 
a sympathetic relative from Aus- 
tralia blown in, buys the business 
and hires the relatives all back. 
Neat framework for an amusing 
character study with sympathetic 
comedy angles. Not as good at the 
American as it would be where a 
Jewish clientele gathers, but even 
at the American they liked the sin- 
cere work of Clark. Company of 
four in support. 

Sim Moore and Pal (latter billed 
as Charles Charland) is a new part- 
nership with the old comedy acro- 


rather weak “boy” singer and two 
dancing girls, right up to the sur- 
prise finish when the disclosure 
comes that the “boy” is a male im- 
personator and one of the “girls” is 


batic work and talk. Moore used 
to be of Moore and Mitchel). Knock- | 
about fun of hand-to-hand bur- | 
lesque is laughable and the talk | 
serves fairly well for this grade of | 
time. 
Fay, Elliott and King are just a | 

| 


a young man. “Boy” is not alto- 
gether convincing, but the ‘girl’ } 
would fool anybody. The other xirl | 
is a whale of an acrobatic dance: 
doing remarkable splits and patie. | 
Surprise element gets them across 
amply. | 

After that, Terry Turner suc- 
ceeded in getting the audience to} 


pick two girls from group of a score 
lor 80, who will take part in the 
ifinals later this weck at the State 
{For crisp stage management 
handled a difficult astignment with 
tact and expedition. Film feature 
is “Legion of the Condemned” (Par). 
Business capacity outside of the 
lroof boxes, the neighborhood henuty 


Rush 


leontest figuring in this. 


|serving girl. 


'that purpose 


JANE and “GINGER” 


GEORGE SIDNEY 
Monolog 
25 Mins.; One 
Palace (St. V) 
George Sidney, who has been 
busy making faces at the one eyed 
monster in Hollywood, is back on 
the speaking stage for a brief so- 
journ. Sidney opened his act with 
a very funny trailer. Titles an- 
nounced that crowds were down at 
the station in Los Angeles to see 


George off. Shots of a huge mob 
followed, but Jack Dempsey was 
the object. More comedy shots 


were a title showing Kansas City 
fans rushing to see Sidney and then 
a shot of a flock of steers running 
down the platform to a loading pen. 
Lindbergh's reception at the White 
House and other popular events 
were interpolated for comedy. One 
that pulled a roar was a title “Mr. 
Sidney Reaches Chicago,” and then 
a shot of trench warfare with ma- 
chine gunners popping away. 

monolog consisted of 
some spotty material and a couple 
of poems. Talk at the opening was 
familiar and not funny. George got 
them despite it and made a decided 
impression with @ burlesque Varsity 
Drag. He followed this with some 
more talk and an imitation of Pat 
Zooney in which he surprised the 
customers by his agility in a waltz 
clog. The entire Rooney family 
joined him on the stage stringing 
out the turn for another 10 minutes, 

With the proper material George 
would stand out among contempo- 
rary vaudevillians. He ‘retains the 
personality and delivery that made 
him popular as “Busy Izzy” and a 
comie years ago. One of the two 
recitations should be dropped. Sec- 
ond one has most merit. 

They liked Sidney at the Palace, 
and it’s obvious that his sojourn in 
pictures didn't hurt him. Con. 


MILTON WATSON 
Songs 
Paramount (Pct.) New York 

Milton Watson is a young man, a 
tenor, who sang but two songs at 
the Paramount, Monday evening, 
the usual quantity for a _ picture 
house unit show. 

Watson was greatly liked by the 
audience, on his pleasing appear- 
ance, deportment and, of course, 
voice. He sang “Ramona” and en- 
cored with a tricky bit called “Lilac 
Tree.” He seems young enough to 
start vocal training if he is not al- 
ready doing it. “t's a vocal impedi- 
ment naturally to be under the 
pressure of four or more per- 
formances daily, but his voice has 
a certain quality that could easily 
stand coaching or culturing. 

Mr. Watson has been with Paul 
Ash for some time and _ probably 
under tutelage. That ac- 
counts for his stage bearing and 
poise. In the picture houses or with 
Ash, he’s over before he’s through 
his first song. 

For vaude he looks and sounds 
good enough to do a single with a 
pianist, while a role in a musical, 
even though a small show just now, 
might give him valuable experience, 
for stage and voice. 


RUBYE KEELER 
Song and Dance 
One or full stage 
Paramount (Pct), New York 

Rubye Kecler came in with the 
flood of tap dancers and is one of 
the few survivors. At the Para- 
mount this week, especially engaged 
for the stage unit surrounding Paul 
Ash on his opening week in New 
York, Miss Keeler is not called upon 
for extended work. 

After singing a song, she did one 
tapping dance, but that was enough 
to catch the house. In a picture 
house stage show what she Is now 


doing is plenty and guarantee her. 
For vaudeville, Miss Keeler might 
require a partner or to be placed 


vaude revue or 
has been in a 


in the centre of a 
ensemble turn. She 
musical production. 
A good-looking girl 
ing tap stepper, Miss Keeler at the 
Paramount has the additional ad- 
vantage of much local fame and 
popularity to and in Times Square. 
Her show record has been unique 
in many ways and she is very well 
thought of as a hard-working, de- 
That she has added a 
fmproved her voice for 
is another credit mark 


and a cork- 


song and 


for her. 


ROGERS 
Sister Act 


'12 Mins.; One 


American (V-P) 

Couple of girl newcomers offering 
a colorless trio of harmonized num- 
bers, one of them plaving the piance 
accompaniment. Nice looking girls 
who haven’t much of a chance. 

Just a pair without the profes- 
sional touch and nothing to surrvest 
2 here 


lthat they will attain it. No 


LENORE ULRIC AND CO. (3) 

“A Legend of London” (Dramatic) 
16 Mins.; Full Stage 

Palace (St. V.), New York 


Supported by Sidney Plickmey 
Reginald Goode and F. Gatenby 
Bell, Lenore Ulrie is good vaudeville 
in this Michael Arlen playlet of 


over sophisticated Londoners. 

She plays a blase, pale but inter 
esting wife who is having a clane 
destine love affair with her hue 
band’s best friend. The curtain rises 
upon a duolog between husband ané 
wife, in which the woman makes it 
obvious that she is bored stiff with 
her consort. Disgusted at the trend 
of the conversation he leaves the 
room for his study, ; 

After phoning her lover and @ige 
covering he is not at his club, she 
follows her husband, returning a 
moment later greatly horritied and 
agitated. It develops she discovered 
him dead in the study. 

The lover arrives. His conscience 
has been bothering him; he is dee 
termined to end the affair. She 
sneers at the conventional and pleads 
with him to take her. Finally she 
tells him of her discovery. The 
lover upraids her for her callous- 
ness in wanting him to love her 
while her husband lies dead. He 
leaves after a bitter denunciation 
in which he tells her he is through, 

The husband walks in after the 
lover has left. He tells her he wanted 
to show her that his rival was 
jealous. 

Pretty thin plot, but the impore- 
tance of the cast and the excellent 
playing save it from banality. Are 
len overdoes the sophistication at 
times, making the woman in artle 
ficial creation who never existed in 
fact or fiction. 


Miss Ulric and Blacimer are 
“names” for vaudeville. The “ar. 
rangement with David Belasco,” 


which the program heralds, ‘is also 
a familiar touch of class, but in the 
final analysis it is Miss Ulric who 
lifts the sketch into an entertaining 
vaudeville turn for the remaining 
first class hou 

They liked the act at the Palace, 


NITZA VERNILLE 
Music and Dancing Revue 
16 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace (St. V) 
Miss Vernille has improved her 
former vaudeville turn 100 per cent 


She is supported in her new turn 
by Charles Collins and Arnoldo’s 
Gypsy String Orchestra. Opening 


in a fetching blue costume she ofe 
fers a graceful kicking and bending 
novelty waltz number. After @ 
number by the Gypsy’s she and Cole 
lins do a double dance tango, well 
received. Another instrumental and 
she returns for a solo that clicked, 

Collins next, in an eccentric tap, 
put himself away as a big league 
hoofer. “Tenderfoot Stomp,” ane 
other song and dance double with 
a Varsity Drag routine, served as @ 
strong closer, 


Miss Vernille has_ personality, 
looks and is a versatile dancer. Her 
new offering is classily produced 
and class for any bill. CON 
PAUL REMOS’ MIDGETS (2) 
Acrobatic 
One or full stage 
Paramount (Pct), New York 

The Paul Remos Midvets look 
like a foreign turn. No record of 
them is in Variety’s New Act files, 

An understander and two 
midgets, one quite small, comprise 
the turn, At the Paramvunt the 
man entered, carrying a satchel, and 
whispered to Paul Ash as though 
bootlegging. 

Ash waved him away when the 
man opened the grip, with the 
midget, in bellhop uniform, jumping 
out. The other midget was simie- 
larly dressed, near by. 

The understander staricd doing 
lifts with the smaller one, who, 
though very short is quite pudgy. 


He picked him up in the conven- 
tional Continental acrobatic mane 
ner, balancing him aloft on one 
hand, doing a head-to-head with 
him and also the extended arm 
lifts. The other midget did some 
acrobatics also, but his portion was 
on the perch. 


A tall perch, single with @ 
cradle on top, really an lophone 
on which the smaller boy played 


while the other was performing, is 
held by the understander from his 
shoulder, This work necessarily 
proceeds stowly for @ pictire house 


show. But as present fran ed 
turn would be okay for the v 
houses. There is a slight 


comedy here and there 


that way, but whet is done yuld be 
easily added to, 
Nothing unusual but a midzet 
of this sort has not been 
in sore years and this one sho 
j fit in 
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' Somersaults, but he does talk, and 


* comment, whether straight or flip, 


38 VARIETY 


FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, May 16, 1 


PARAMOUNT 


(PAUL ASH) 
(“Hello, Broadway”-unit) 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, May 14 

Paul Ash is getting his chance on 
Broadway and it looks like a good 
chance. New Yorkers and the pic- 
ture house goers can't know him 
Overnight. Although Publix cer- 
- tainly did give their prize m. ec. an 
Outstanding publicity send-off before 
"The Giant of Jazz" opened at the 
Paramount Saturday for his initial 
New York week. 

Saturday, with the weather too 
nice, the Paramount did a big busi- 
ness and Sunday was nicer, giving 
the house and Ash a fair week-end 
on the gross. Tonight (Monday) at 
8.30 the Paramount was capacity but 
no standees nor box office line, but 
another fine car evening after the 
stretch of bad outdoor weather since 
‘April 1... 

An unsuspected volume of. spec- 
ulation seemed to Sweep over the 


. Show business as to what Paul Ash 


would or could do in New York. 
That is because he did such a stu- 
Ppendous thing in Chicago, two 
Steady years at the Criental, put- 
ting that house over as a winner 


.. from its outset and a year before it 
-at McVickers. 


Previously Ash was 
in San Francisco, a rage there, and 
@ section where he can return any 
time to play for the rest of his life, 
according to the Californian native 
or managers. 

Ash will grow on the Paramount 
trade. He's probably taking it slow 
and easy at first. About the only 
things in the talent way he displays 


—— 


with the orchestra playing “You're 
Wonderful,” with Paul Small called 
from the band crew for individual 
work. 

Following, the Tiller Girls, eight. 
did a nice stepping dance bit and 


won regular applause for them- 
selves, followed by John Remos’ 
Midgets. One is so small he was 


taken out of a satchel. The ground 
acrobatics and lifts by Remos of the 
smaller midget got everything he 
may have wanted, but the perch 
work slowed up the show, although 
the house made it evident they liked 
the turn. 

But it was a slow spot and didn’t 
make it any too easy for the three 
Ormonde Sisters, in the next to clos- 
ing position, with their harmonizing 
songs and dances. The centre girl 
of the trio seems the only dancer of 
the three, but the audience liked the 
girls well enough to make the encore 
easy, and still another, the last led 
by Mr. Small, particularly announced 
for it, with the girls breaking in on 
the number. 

Ensemble finale of a fair sight 
proportion, with Mrs. Jessie Craw- 
ford at the upstage organ playing 
with the band. Miss Keeler came 
on again to lead this. 

Credit lines on the program were 
Siven to Mary Read for the dance 
ensembles; Carmine Vitole for set- 


Macdonald and Dave Dreyer for the 
opening lyric, and Rubey Cowan for 


the finale verse, ! 

Mrs, Crawford played a medley of 
light operatie airs fer her regular 
organ interlude. Jesse may inform 
his wife that almost any organ 
player might do that, but any or- 
ganist can not play jazz as she does. 


personality, conducting and 
showmanship. Of the latter he seems 
to have a lot, to back up his for- 
tunate personality, the latter made 
more marked by his shock of hair. 
He doesn’t sing, dance or turn 


for Milton Watson, his Pacific Coast 
tenor, he played the piano accom- 
Ppaniments for both songs. And Ash 
clings closer to the acts than has 
been usual with m. c.’s. Maybe he 
Steadies them in that way. 

As a master of ceremonies on a 
Publix stage Ash appears to have 
more liberty in introductions than 
the customary Publix m. c. In 
bringing on the acts he cross-fires a 
bit here and there, and only once 
said “Give this girl a hand.” That 
once was once too many in the Tex 
Guinan baliwick. Ash incites the 
applause, however, by his own hand- 
clapping, and he is more &enerous to 
the turns with him on bows than he 
is with himself for the same pur- 


Pose. 

At the finale of the Stage show, 
and to very substantial applause, 
Ash took the final bow with the 
company and let it go at that. He 
could easily have taken or stolen 
two or more had he wished to jockey 
the applause. His manner is easy 
and in keeping with his ways, both 
apparently finding favor, while his 


was reserved, not overdone and al- 
ways just enough. He has a g00d 
way of cross firing, whether the 
laugh goes to him or his opposite, 
biting them off and making them 
short. 

AS a leader with a new band, al- 
though it’s said Ash sent to the Ori- 
ental for a few of his band players 
there, Ash acquitted himself nicely. 
The brasses sounded too brassy at 
times, also drowning out the Strings, 
but the music effect in toto better 
than anticipated so early, and with 
the sound evidence of a good ar- 
ranger somewhere around. There 
are about 25 men in the Stage or- 
chestra with an odd arrangement for 
a New York stage bunch 

Strings are to the left (from the 
front) and with the brasses 15 feet 
away to the right. In between is a 
raised platform for the drummer 
With his traps taking in the kettle 


Schubert’s “Inspiration” is a 
Fitzpatrick short early on the bill 
and very well done, also Fitzpatrick's 
“Mother’s Day” that will probably 
run for the full week. All of the 
florists should send Paramount a 
present this week. 

Paramount News reel, with all 
Paramount's shots, very short and 
very tame. For what it held it could 
have been left out altogether, espe- 
cially the four sets of twins. One 
more in that group and Paramount 
News might have gotten some base- 
ball pictures, at least. 

After the Ash unit Bebe Daniels 
and Paramount wasted an hour or 
so with a picture called “The 50-50 
Girl.” Whoever slipped that story 
over on Par never treated it in the 
50-50 way—it was more like 95-5 for 
the writer. 

Other than the picture a very en- 


impressive in a fast tap dance and 
a fan number. The Oriental was 
certainly wise in replacement of 
ballets, 

Lou Kosloff, band leader at the 
Chicago, is in the Oriental one 
week. B. & K. are in ga quandary 
about a band leader for this spot. 
Kosloff started his band with a 
symphonic arrangement of a pop 
number, highly class and a surprise 
to the Oriental crowd. 

The first act was Gene Sheldon, 
Who has a Strong comedy start as 
a hoofer who doesn't know what 
routines to pull off as the music 
keeps changing. Later he picks up 
his banjo and Plays a special ar- 
rangement of “Alabamy Bound” 
with sound effects. Sheldon is great 
for all picture houses. 

Sally Sweet, one of the numerous 
cute little girls who hit the picture 
houses after Peggy Bernier clicked 
at the Oriental, sang a couple of 
necky numbers aimed at Kosloff. He 
consented to be made, and the flaps 
applauded. Why squawk, Joe? 

The Gould ballet followed with a 
kick routine worked in long-skirted 
dresses, andso perfectly timed the 
girls were called back for a long 
bow. Lischeron and Alyce, charac- 
ter dancers, are one of those teams 


tings; Brooks for costumes; Ballard | 


that leap around the Stage in prac- 
tically nothing. They were dressed 
as gypsies here, and the title maybe 
was, “Mexican Jumping Beans at 
Play.” Liked here. 


tertaining bill and lots for the 75c. 
Sate after 6, all over the hquse, in- 
cluding the mezzanine, 


Afier this: the shutter drop was 
let down, and Van and Schenck took 
over the house, Their reception was 
a prolonged affair. Starting with a 
Sunshine song, they Sang several 
comedy numbers, and Van took nis 
ballad spot. Van was nest in «a new 
number called “Master of Ceremo- 
nies Blues,” showing how the. great- 
big-hand boys have disrupted Amer- 
ican home life. Schenck's ballad 
likewise brought out the heavy ar- 
tillery, and the customers let them 
So only after Joe left the stage by 
running up the aisle. It was wise 
to feature the team the week after 
Ash left. 

An ensemble finale closed, witht a 
Silver waterfall in the rear of the 
Italian garden Suddenly taking on 
life with the aid of spotlights. A 
huge sun revealed sirls nestling 
against its rays. The spectacle 
brought spontaneous applause. Run- 
ning time of production about 50 
minutes, 

Jesse Crawford is at the organ 


Crawford is the gent who gave solo 
organists the rating in picture 
houses, and if the organists’ union 
has any medals lying around he 
Should get them. He didn’t follow 


Miss Keeler, Remos’ Midgets, and 
Mr. Watson, New Acts. 


ORIENTAL 


(“Sunshine Days” Unit) 
(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, May 7. 
Dear Joe:—The last letter I wrote 
to you was from the New York of- 
fice. You remember, I told you to 
Steer clear of there, because the 


town was nuts? I was right. I'm 
back in Chicago. 
Listen, boze—just because you 


have a Detroit office in your bed- 
room don't lose your head. When 
I gave an Oriental unit a g00d no- 
tice a few weeks ago, whose busi- 
ness of yours was it to pick the 
unit up at your end and pan hell out 
of it? 

Maybe you think that helps my 
rating with the old boy. Maybe 
you were so full of Detroit foam 
you caught the show from the 
marquee, And what about my wife? 
OY, how you queered me! 

“EF notice,” says she, “that this fel- 
low in Detroit Says Ginger Rogers 


Keats’ community singing style here, 
presenting a medley of popular and 
classic songs without screen slides. 
Very few local organists risk their 
reps on straight playing, but Craw- 
ford isn't worried. He sold his notes 
from start to finish. 

“Fifty-fizty Girl” (Par), feature. 
Pathe Review and newsreel com- 
pleted. 

Jimmy Petrillo of the musicians’ 
union sends‘ his regards, Joe. And 
the stenographer in Harry's office 
has been pining ever Since the day 
you sailed for the city of paunches. 
Your ma called up the day she went 
to New York and asked me if you 
hid your winter underwear here. 
She said she knew you wouldn't take 
it. 

Stick where you are and lay off 
New York. The old boy still thinks 
a double-feature bill at the Arena, 
on 5th avenue, is 800d training. 

Loop. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(LOS ANGELES) 


Los Angeles, May 11, 


isn’t so good. tow come you said 
she was?” 
“He hates women,” I explained. 
“You mean——?" says she halt- 
ingly, a grave and questioning look 


drums, and to the fore, two backed 
up grand pianos. 

Opening was an excelient effect. 
Two large hands outside a curtain, 
to either side, held Strings of rib- 
bons down to five girls, each, under 
the hands, while above on the cur- 
tain and in an oval was an enlarged 
animated picture, face only, of Ash's, 
pantomiming while the girls did the 
Specially written lyric for the first 
number, “The Musical Mr. Ash,” 
Starting the ‘current “Hello Broad- 
way” unit. 

Ash first appeared in person after 
the band had come up on the ele- 
vator stage playing “The Gang’'s All 
Here,” amidst clouds of steam. Ash 
led the band through “Back Yard,” 
very well played, much more so than 
the ensuing “Man I Love,” with both 
Song titles programed, making the 


Plug double. Another plug was a 
voice in the bana through a mega- 


phone doing a chorus of each, 

Rubye Keeler was the first person 
introduced by Ash. He kidded just 
a trifle over Miss Keeler saying she 
intended to. sing She sang “My 
Pet,” then did her tap dancing and 
Was over. 

Mr. Watson was the next, doing 
“Ramona” and an encore “Lilae 
Tree,” to considerable applause, Ash 
also kidding lightly with him. Wat- 


jin from the coast 


clouding her eyes. I hung my head 
in silent acknowledgment. 

I'm sorry, Joe, but you brought 
it on yourself. The next time you 
come to Chi V’'ll throw a party with 
women at our flat, and you can 
prove you're okay in front of her. 
Not too okay, though. 

Say, the Oriental seems different 
without Paul Ash. The crowd tn- 
side is quieter. and the house seems 
almost haunted. They miss that 
Suy plenty. But you can't pan this 
“Sunshine Days” unit, even if it 
Plays Detroit with a sex picture, 

Jack Laughlin has been brought 
to alternate pro- 
ductions with Lou McDermott, and 
he spread his Stuff as thick as 
Meadow Gold wants you to spread 


their butter. sesides that, Van and 


Schenck headline the unit, sup- 
ported by Gene Sheldon, Lischeron 
and Alyce and Sally Sweet. 

Leo A. Stahr has conceived one 
of the prettiest Sets ever in a pic- 
ture house, The 1earest thine it 
looks like is an Ttalian garden, with 
green trees, shrubbery, foliage 
arches, and statuary spread all over 
Tull stage, The musicians are out- 
fitted as pypsies 

A staff singer 


comes out and 


about sunshine days before 
& shutter drop which conceals the 
| band. Toward his finish the new! 


son appeared to make a solid im- | house ballet of Dave Gould girls go 


pression. Ash said he was a Leland 
Stanford boy from California, whom 
he had had with him in Chicago. 
Watson has an attractive tenor, but 
it sounds flatty at times and un- 
even in high. It may be the number 
of shows daily, 

Ash had the show running pretty 
weil by this time and added to it 


through a very g00d combination of 
waltz and tambourine routines, 
Shedding their dresses for the latter. 
These girls are all specialists, and 
did bits one at a time toa healthy 


hand. About four times as g00d 
as the Abbott girls who formerly 
Were here. Marie Peterson, leader 


of the nine girls, was particularly 


Bessie Love ig the latest reeruit 
from the screen for picture house 
entertainment. Miss Love, a dimin- 
utive and accomplished artist. looks 
j like & bet for the Spoken field. On 
the screen she has done many a 
800d chore and her name is not un- 
known to the Public. 

Fanchon and Marco present her 
in what they call their “Merry Ann” 
Idea. She uses Jerry Delaney os an 
aid. Miss Love dances, eccentric 
and hot; poses on Delaney’s lap for 

[a comic ventriloquist bit, and for a 
finish does a Combination black bot- 
} tom-varsity drag. 

i Rest of Supporting show, as a 
| composite unit, is not so forte. Tal- 
fent is not brought out as an even 
balance. A trio called Irma, Dot and 
Hazel are not warm enough to 
tickle the palate of the de luxe pie- 
ture house mobs With their chants 
in the harmony. Then Py Mayer, 
pianist, slips his mits across the 
ivories while Oscar Taylor, bari- 
tone, who has been used by F, and 
M. almost as much as “Ivory soap,” 
exercises his pipes for a couple of 
ballads. Four former line girls now 
do specialties and an ensemble of 
acrobatic bends and kicks with the 
routine too long, 


Benny Rubin, ma.c., _ulled the 
show together. He told a few 
stories, hoofed a bit and substun- 


tiated the fact that he is a natural 


here, Setting for this turn and cos- 
tumes, though inexpensive, are a 
flash. 


An M-G weekly, with a few local 
shots, opened. Then J. Wesk v Lord, 
organist, put overa nifty liugh spe- 
cialty with his rendition of “The 
Troubles of Patrick McGann.” “Our 
Gang” had a 25-minute session With 
; ‘Rainy Days,” and the main sereen 
feature was “Bringing Up Father” 
(M-G), heavily backed by Hearst 
paper publicity, Ung. 


| 


STATE | 
(BOSTON) 


Boston, Ma 
The velvet ropes were up 


LOEW’S MIDLAND | 
(“Pagoda Land”- Unit) 
(KANSAS CiTY) ; 
Kansas City, May 10. 

There is but little left with this 
unit since it was reviewed in the 
Capitol, New York, except one sing- 
er, the dancing girls and the scenery. 
Among the absenf are Al and Ray 
Samuels, John Griffin and the Royal 
Pekin Troupe. Irene Taylor is the 
only principal now with the unit 
mentioned in the New York review. 
A medley of Herbert's melodies 
was the selection of Joseph Kline for 
his Midlanders, and gave the show 
a good getaway. Short news reel 
followed, and then Billy Wright, at 
the organ, gave the localites their 
first presentation of “When the Irish 
and the Germans Get Together,” in- 
troduced as a tribute to the air he- 
roes of 1928. Slides with the words 
were used, but the “Give Your Kind 


draw was only fair despit 
Santley and Sawyer revue 
Enemy” (M-G) on Sunday, 
weather probably 


Show itself was a bit of a 
pointment. 
ently been slashed both for ¢ 
ship and to hold down the ry 
time, the resulting effect be 
sort of intriguing Picture 
When the heroine has to go 
cratic to keep her baby from 
ing to death and finally comes 
ruined, but with a quart of mi 
a herring, the audience thoug 
Plot had just Started 


Applause” thing failed to register,{_ Santley and Sawyer &ot off 
This organist is capable of much|™ost lame Start they have 
better things. made in Boston, although 


Some snappy strains by Joe Kay | finaily made the grade and ¢ 


and his stage gang, all dolled up;#way top honors. Their ¢ 


‘with Chinese mandarin clothes, 
Started “Pagoda Land” and intro- 
duced the 12 Chesterettes in their 
dragon affair. It is a genuine nov- 
elty here, and pleased. 

Miss Taylor was next, and told 
them she was “A Good Girl.” The 
audience believed it and did not 
enthuse, although she tried to make 
‘em like her. Applause was still 
lacking. Wallace and Cappo fo)- 
lowed for a novelty dancing bit, but 
did not fare much better. 

An original arrangement of “Sun- 
shine" by Joe Saunders was the 
band’s offering, with Joe Kay. sing- 
ing through a megaphone, and the 
customers commencing to wake up. 

Gus Mulcahay, the dancing har- 
-monicest, seemed to have just what 
the bunch wanted. This boy knows 
how to put hig stuff over. 

Girls were on for another neat 
routine of Tiller stuff and gave an 
exhibition of well-trained legs, 
Adler, Weil and Herman, with their 
baby piano, found the audience in a 
s00d humor and proceeded to keep 
them so, with the boys having a 
hard time to set away, Strated that buck fever can 

Miss Taylor and the girls on for | make its entry to the actor's 
the finale, with the dancers working | When caught the acts seemed 
on the ends gave the little show a tired, or maybe were just wonc 
nice finish, and the fans were all} Why they should work so hard 
ready for “The Circus,” which fol-|the customers preferred their 


really artistic bit, but their 
showmen to carry, 

They are using four girls. 
them, named Gertrude Lemm 
almost stopped ‘the act. 
ter was the other featured ac 


tine that he did not crash as 


comedy were fair film 
Birge Peterson, at the 


Syrup even 
has been known to weep ove 
sort of thing when passably 


dition. Lib 


WISCONSIN 


(MILWAUKEE) 


“Spring Is Here” was the 
show and it was right. 
Sprightly and all that, it 


this week as another drawing card, | 


lowed, Hughes. to theatre seats. 


However, plenty of 
CALIFORNIA 


talent to be picked out of 
(SAN JOSE) 
San Jose, Cal., May 7. the back drop of which parted 

West Coast Theatres Circuit and|°n the order of the Spanis 
Fanchon and Marco tried out an ex-|effect used some weeks 
periment for the past two weeks, 
with the installation of the Will 
King Musical Comedy Co. for a 
Split-week engagement, playing 
three days at this house and foi - 
days at the Wilson, Fresno. 

Experiment has had a twofold 
purpose. It was intended as a lever- 
age to cruch local opposition by the 
Jack Russell musical comedy com- 
pany at the American (National 
Theatres Circuit) since Jan. 1, and 
to determine if the higher type of 
musical would prove profitable in 
the straight picture presentation 
house, 

The first Objective was obtained 
without any trouble, Russell volun- 
tarily closing at the American the 
day after King opened at the Cali- 
fornia, a block or 80 away, admitting 
defeat openly in a curtain talk. The! 
second objective, as to the drawing 
powers of King at the California, 
Was also plainly demonstrated, busi- 


stepped out. 
and the Berri 
members, each 
the dancers have never 
to better advantage. 

Biggest bet was Raymond “S 
Kisman, a little fellow who 
neat voice and knows how to] 
his feet. 
some hokum and El Cota and 
do an xylophone and 
Fair and pleasing. 

A brother and sister 
and Eleanor Call, 


Billy Meyers, 
Dancers, both 


team 


attempts to fet the audien 
Sing. Little Success on this 
any more. Short subjects and 
Actress” (M-Q) 


TRAND 


(“In Dutch”- Unit) 


hess taking an upward spurt on both (NEW YORK) 
week ends his company played here. New York, April 
with a Fanchon and Joseph Plunkett has blenc 


However, 
Marco production for the other four 


days of the week, it was figured that group of dancing girls, the stage 
the -costs were prohibitive, and as band and Leon Navara, into a Stan- 
the musical Opposition has been re- ley show that looks better and more 
moved, the California back sprig , it reall in ides 
- and proc uc- and execution. Principal objection 
Hons uesday and Friday, and F./ to» production is that it is routine, 
Specialty bills Saturday to machine-made on_ the accepted 
Monday, model. There isn't much to be 


King has long been noted on the 
coast for his productions. Current- 
ly and his final week, he is doing 
“Fair and Warmer.” In Support of 
King, who is a droll comic, are coast 
favorites, including Bessie Hili, Lew 
Dunbar, June Clyde, Don Smith, 
Minerva Ureka and other principals, 
With a chorus of 12 hardworking 
Sirls King's comedy is sure-fire on 
the coast. An hour show is Siven, 
divided into four scenes, with spe- 
cialties in front of the olio during 
scenic changes. 


sal type. 
tion in that form of show. 
Presentation, whieh runs 40 
utes, opens with a special 
fragment appropriate to Mo 
Day 
quotations and portraits of hi 
bersonages together with 
terances on the mother theme 


Services a look-in with clips 
Fox, Internationa} and Pathe. 
en action and variety in the comy 

The musical of necessity relegated but nothing sensational and ¢ 
Jay Brower and his band to the pit, ing punch, Fox's airship shot 
but Brower worked up the commu- | week With Movietone 
nity singing idea and had the cus- ment and the Paramount recé 
tomers lustily joining in, {It re- 
mained for King to develop Brow- 
er’s histrionic ability. He assigned 
him a role in “air and Warmer,” 


4 liner at sea are among . 
that are better than anything i 
topical. 


that of a furniture mover. EKven “In Dutch” opens with a drop in 
Jay's severest critics were forced to! “one” showing mammoth reproduc- 
admit that he handled the part/tion of Delft chinaware, before 
capably, Which Myrtle Pierce, soprano, sings 
: The Splitting of the week between ja number, dressed in Dutch peasant 
Fresno and San Jose entailed some | garb. With this introduction stage 
Severe hardships on the King com- band is revealed all in Dutch cos- 
pany in transportation. They had | tume of the characteristic bine of 
jto make the 150-mile jump overnight the china. 
bed bus, through lack of rail connec- | The drop behind them is plait, 
on, with a company of 20 and} with a center occupied by the figure 
| nearly a baggage car of scenery and jor & Dutch girl, her golden hait 
properties. Cost wag prohibitive Gtaped in itwe enormous ropes 
and brought about a decision to llooped to either side, 
abandon the policy, sending King | Navara takes charge here, intro 
and his company out ina new Fan- | ducing each specialty act as it does 
chon and Marco unit idea. its stuff. All the turns are dressed 
_King is a money-getter for the in the wide trousers or the round 
West Coast circuit and has never | skirts of the Netherlands, unt 
been identified with anything but a | formity of costuming that Bives 


S00d clean 


type of entertainment. lsome unity to the proceedir 


: 
lobby in optimistic fashion 


business than the bill, although re 


The picture had appar. 


to unr: re 
But it was the end of the — 


minuet in Colonial costume was a 
duction in one is too flat for such 
One of 


€ ! on, is 

being featured for a toe dance that 

Boyd Sen- J 
was held down to such a short rou- 
The News, Tapics and Ha} Roach 
fillers, ana 
organ, had 
a mother song that ‘was & mess of 
to your reporter, 


sented and when in the proper con- 


Milwaukee, May 11. 


demon- 


youth 


Weisfeldt’s offering. Stage set was 
handsome, a huge bower of flowers, 


Schooler had not much in this act, 
the first time Dave, as m. ¢., hasn't 


have two spots and 
been seen 


Ed and Morton Beck have 


dancing act. 


dance pleasingly 
Art Richter plays the organ and 


complete the 


quantity of fair Specialty talent, a 


gained by conforming to the univer- 
There's too much competi- 


screen 
(May 13), made up of famous 
their ut- 


News weekly gives three of the 


accompani- 


a dirigible delivering passengers to 
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nklyn and Stanley do their ec- 
= dancing: Reeves and Leu de- 
liver their novelty of dancing in the 
game pair of wide pants; Pauline 
Miller offers @ striking toe dance 
with a good deal of impressive stunt 
material, but not so much engaging 
grace; Carlo Restivo performs with 
his piano accordion, going from 
opera to jazz and probably taking 
the honors of the specialty group, 
except for the comedy acrobatics of 
Al Siegel, who worked in the clos- 
ing spot, with much by-play with 
the master of ceremonies, which 
helped to put it over. Navara did 
extremely well with his own piano 
golo mid-way of the program. 

For the finale the comedy figure 
of the back drop disappears and in 
its place comes out an over-elab- 
orated scene of Holland fields with 
three windmills, the arms spinning 
in the make believe breeze. For 
this the whole company assembled 
down in front of the stage band in 
a posed group that was rather per- 
functory compared to the intricate 


groupings of some of the Broadway 


productions. 

In between there were three num- 
bers by 10 girls making up the 
Grete-Bourman- group, excellent 
workers in ensemble routines, but 
smothered in blonde wigs and 
swathed in Dutch costumes, what 
they have of feminine charm was at 
a disadvantage. Rush. 


CAPITOL 
(“Song Shoppe”- Unit) 
(DETROIT) 


Detroit, May 13. 

About the simplest an@ least com- 
mendable of jazz units to depart 
from Chicago and reach this point to 
date, until the last number, when 
the Robbins Family appears, but 
not without something that all three 
preceding band shows at the Capi- 
to! have lacked. 

The item of individuality concerns 
the presence of a company song 
plugger, who finally can plug a song 
anc lend vocal accompaniment to a 
band number without committing 
mayhem on it. 

The gent in question is called Jack 
Richmond, with a pleasing pair of 
pipes. Yet even Jack isn’t too good, 
however perfect by comparison. It’s 
just that Jack is in front by a mile 


.in following a series of phoney bo- 


loney Paul Smalls. 

And just that that lifts “Song 
Shoppe” head and shoulders above 
its predecessors, overlooking its 
shortcomings to give three cheers of 
relief. Only Richmond is making it 
tough for others to follow. 

Other than that minor improve- 
ment the Capitol’s current Chicago- 
bred occupant is no bargain. Again, 
Louis McDermott’s productional ef- 
forts prove Al, but, again, the talent 
is not up to the mechanical end. 

Formal Oriental opening in “one” 
with the girls and staff songster 
(Richmond), this time backed by an 
olio of music sheets. Apparently no 
occasion for a cry from any pub- 
lisher, with all present hits and 
would-bes mentioned on the scenery, 
excepting “Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” 
which is at this moment the rage for 
serious-minded m. c.’s in Detroit, all 
of them trying it. By the interest- 
ing settings, the title idea is con- 
veyed out throughout. 

Rodney and Gould, in the first 
individual attempt after introduc- 
tory incidentals, are a two-boy com- 
bination, singing, talking and danc- 
ing, all in a comedy vein. They will 
never be fooled by misleading pic- 
ture house applause. 

How Nell Nelson could have 
missed with Ash and that push-over 
mob at the Oriental cannot be imag- 
ined. She must have been a panic. 
Pretty, cute and sings in the mod- 
ern stage band soubret style. But 
Nellie isn’t at the Oriental in De- 
troit. 

Stanley House is a walking, talk- 
ing amalgamated conglomeration of 

orge Jessel and others, without 
8aining any of the originals’ idea on 
how. A medley of pop song titles 
gets him off safely, but previous 
effort blah. 

In saving the show the Robbins 
Bang resembles Eddie Foy’s tribe 
in the old days, had the lamented 
Eddie’s kids been ground and lofty 
tumblers. Old Boy Robbins brings 

€m on one after another, the total 
finally reaching six, and then pays 
off with a cart wheel by hefty 
Mother Robbins. The kids are all 
more or less talented on the mat, 
with the next-to-oldest boy a whirl- 
wind. ‘The pater slips in now and 
then with some semi-contortionistic 
Stuff by himself, always suggesting 
® world of past experience on the lot 
and under canvas. 

The permanent house ballet of 10 
dances twice, in the opening and in 
the middle of the bill. They are 
better than ordinary in the second 
number, a “Blue Danube” waltz led 

y a girl acrobatic dancer, unbilled 
and a stranger here. 

Harry MacDonald, conducting-m. 
¢., kicks in with his becoming ap- 
pearance and likeable presence in 
ee and handling the stage 

and. He's just what the Capitol 
Pd if it wants a quiet, good- 
ooking fellow to bolster the feather- 
weight units. 

Sam Benavie’s current pit over- 
ture devoted to accompanying one of 
the Fitzpatrick Musie Master series. 

resence of this reel probably in- 
Sures Hank Ford’s attendance at the 


i 


Capitol this week. He’s a bug on 
the Fitz shorts. 
Don Miller organ solos. with 


Slides, appareé ntly suppli¢ d 


FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


by the publishers, and gains the ex- 
pected amount of congregational 
yelping. 

Reginald Denny might bring in 
some extra trade with his name in 
an unfortunately poor feature pic- 
ture, “Good Mornng, Judge.” How- 
ever, he didn’t help at the show 
caught. Film and stage played to a 
half-filled auditorium. 

Bige. 


FILMARTE 


(HOLLYWOOD) 
Hollywood, May 10. 


Until now the art and little thea- 
tre movement in Los Angeles and 
Hollywood has been confined to the 
stage. These groups of community 
players have discovered the commer- 
cial compensation for their work is 
relatively limited. Now, for the first 
time, art activities here have been 
transferred from the stage to the 
screen. 


The picture art movement is new 
to Hollywood. Sponsored by the 
West-Coast-Hollywood theatres, the 
Filmarte has been established with 
Regge Doran as director. House was 
formerly the La Mirada, a grind. 
Miss Doran was formerly employed 
by West Coast Theatres as director 
of public relations, She went east, 
but recently returned to the coast. 


In launching the Filmarte theatre, 
centrally located in Hollywood, the 
primary thought was to create a 
rendezvous for film art lovers. A 
high-class rather than a highbrow 
establishment was in mind. The 
differentiation is inconsequential. 
The question whether there are 
enough picture art lovers around 
town to support this theatre is more 
important. Its greatest source of 
revenue, and that upon which the 
theatre can count, is the picture col- 
eny. The rest is a matter of con- 
jecture. Premiere night found many 
of the literary and art intelligensia 
present, There were also a limited 
number of celebs. 


Reaction of those present depend- 
ed on individual taste. Opinion as 
to the program was divided. The 
initial presentation offered as its 
feature “The Golden Clown,” a 
Swedish production released in this 
country by Pathe. Preceding this 
were several shorts of the color and 
futuristic order, but also included 
a Fox newsreel. 

Much interest centered around the 
second film creation of Robert Florey 
and William Cameron Menzies. This 
is called “The Love of Zero” and 
was made at an admitted cost of 
$186.09. An intermission was pro- 
vided, during which those gathered 
had the choice o*% loitering in the 
lobby, where coffee and cigarets 
were served free, or listening to 
Stella Seager’s excellent soprano. 

An introductory bit that brought 
a laugh was a master of ceremonies 
idea via the screen. Walter An- 
thony, title writer, flashed on the 
screen and let drop a few witty re- 
marks that were liked via a sound 
device. 

Music is supplied by a string trio 
and an organ. These highly profi- 
cient musicians are Clarence Buzek, 
piano; Nathan Liebenbaum, cello; 
Alfonse Corelli, violin, and Josef 
Wayne at the console. 

With a 75-cent and $1 admission, 
policy of the theatre will be two per- 
formances nightly, with matinees 
Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sun- 
days. For the Wednesday matinee 
only 50 cents is charged. 

Films to be shown will not be re- 
stricted to foreign products alone 
and house will present either do- 
mestic or other pictures which it 
considers artistic. 

House has a capacity of 800. 


PORTLAND 
(“Dancing Feet”- Unit) 
(PORTLAND, ORE.) 
Portland, Ore., May 10. 


Taking it on the chin every week, 
with no one able to give any other 
alibi but heavy and keen opposish. 
Publix units haven’t seemed able to 
click with northwest audiences for 
business, although majority of the 
shows have been well received. 

“Dancing Feet” is the current unit, 
Alex Hyde’s orchestra the backbone 
of the show. Harry Rose is the m. c. 
Hyde and Rose do some great com- 
edy which clicks to a big palm. Hyde 
has just returned from a week’s en- 
gagement at the Publix Seattle 
house. 

Rose gave the customers gags and 
songs and looks like an ideal picture 
house m. «. His ad lib and impromtu 
stuff are great. Vale and Steward 
displayed legmania of the original 
type, while Martha Vaughan, prima 
of the unit, got a big reception with 
her melodious vocal efforts. Another 
applause getter was Auriole Craven, 
a looker who possesses a made-to- 
order personality. She fiddies and 
vocalizes. 

A big hit was Richard “Limber- 
legs” Edwards, who connected with 
his dizzy dancing. Edwards had the 
house in an uproar. Cameo Ballet, 
12 girls, got a hand. 

Homer McDonald ts the new or- 


have caught on with the fans. He 
sings while playing. lLinden’s or- 
chestra, in the pit, puf over an over- 
ture to light returns. Portlanders 
don’t seem strong for this overture 
cag, A little too ritzy for them, per- 
jhaps. “The Enemy” 
imerous short stuff rounded out the 
bill. Cohen 


| 


| 


(M-G) and nu-j; drill 


'hackground. 


VARIETY 


GRAUMAN’S CHINESE 


(LOS ANGELES) 
Los Angeles, May 9. 

“Northern Lights” Sid Grauman's 
prolog for “Trail of '98” (M-G) is 
an atmospheric entertainment af- 
fording wholesome amusement to 
those who fork over the $1.50 to 
enter these portals. Presentation 
was of the period with tunes 
thought tucked away in the memory 
of past generations brought to light 
again. 

Set is the interior of a Dawson 
City dancehall and barroom. Grau- 
man roamed Hollywood digging up 
the old boys who have “lace cur- 
tains” below the neck line. A bar, 
gaming tables and short skirted 
damsels to look at too. Impressive 
to see some 60 so-called old timers 
on the rostrum. 

Will Prior, house musical con- 
ductor, led the overture, a medley 
of numbers of the period. Then C. 
Sharp Minor, at the organ, had a 
good theme song in “The Tale of 
98.” Opening had the mob in one 
of those old time dreamy waltzes. 
Upon conclusion the barker, or 
stage m. c., proceeded to introduce 
the talent starting off with the Le- 
Roy Sisters, buck and wing. Then 
Jimmy Ray, a little hoofer who tore 
off one of those jazz eccentrics that 
tied the house into a knot. Queen 
and Harrison, old timers in a clog 
contest, pleased with Arnold Bob 
Blackner, cowboy tenor, singing an 
operatic number that passed in 
great shape. The Carsons brought 
back the Texas Tommy to score, 
followed by Edna Covey and her 
hoke toe work. Then Chaz Chase. 
They hadn’t seen this comic out 
here so it was a push over. As the 
main stage feature Chief Caupoli- 
can, Indian baritone, did four num- 
bers. He closed doing “Auld Lang 
Syne.” This permitted the entire 
ensemble to join in for the finale 
which took place as the set, on 
rollers, split in the middle and was 
taken off as the voices died out and 
the picture began to flicker. Split 
of stage set is to allow M-G’s Fan- 
tom Screen to move down and back 
for the spectacle sequences in 

Latest Grauman prolog will be of 
much help to this film epic of 
Alaska, Ung. 


FIFTH AVE. 


(Pan-American Unit) 


(SEATTLE) 
Seattle, May 8. 

Looks like West Coast picked a 
natural in Jack Waldron, eccentric 
clown and m. of ec. Waldron went 
into this house, succeeding Eddie 
Peabody, and came through with 
flying colors in spite of a rather 
luke warm publicity campaign. 

The Fanchon and Marco presen- 
tation, “Pan-American,” was rather 
tame, although the Mirimba band, 
eight Mexicans, panicked the mob, 
and Senor Pandrazo, singer, was 
another natural. Mirimba band’s 
numbers should be cut down, as 
they get tiresome. 

Adelaide and Betty put over a 
buck dance, while Edith and Evelyn. 
another girl duo, warbled and 
danced. Both acts are weak. The 
16 Pan-American Beauties did some 
nifty foot work, but should elimi- 
nate their undertone talk to each 
other while working. Plainly notice- 
able to the customers and a bad im- 
pression, 

Waldron directed the band in a 
hot number and then stepped out to 
do his stuff. Fast style of delivery 
went over neatly. “Across to Sing- 
aport” (M-G) the feature. 


Cohen. 
ROXY 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, May 12. 

The bigness and the high musical 
quality that have become standard 
with the Roxy supply a constant 
quantity at this house. They fur- 
nish the draw for the regular clien- 
tele, and the coming of special pres- 
entation bits supply a sort of flavor- 
ing for a staple dish. 

This week the big show has the 
advantage of a fine film feature in 
“Hangman’s House” (Fox), some 
notable novelties in Movietone News 
and several production interludes 
that give special interest. 

From the stage show angle per- 
haps the high HNght was the staging 
of a dramatic episode called “The 
Miser’s Death,” a tricky sample of 
seenic effect. Stage is in half light 
showing vaulted room of a castle. 
with a cross-barred casement at the 


back looking upon a rocky ocean 
shore with remarkable effect of 
waves beating against the castle 


walls in showers of spray. While 
the story of a miser gloating over 
his gold is revealed in dance panto- 
mime, an eerie atmosphere is created 
by the rhythmic beat of the surf 
seen through the only lighted spot 
of the stage. 

Another out-of-the-ordinary bit is 
also a descriptive dance number 
without musie by Von Grona, inter- 
esting for its outre novelty. Stage 
is get with horizon” effect in 
red, with steel building skeleton, 


ganist at the house and seems tojsteam crane, and fututristic jumble 


of ponderous machinery in silhouette 
of sharp black against the luminous 
Von Grona, dressed in 
skin tight black silk except for bare 
skin from waist to breast, goes 
through movements resembling a 
in calisthenics to the accom- 
of eshattering noises-— 


paniment 
escape of steam, blare of 


factory whistles, crash of trip ham- 
mer, 


The whole is suggestive of the 
title “The Spirit of Labor,” a bizarre 
idea along the lines of the German 
picture “Metropolis,” for which the 
number would make a great prolog. 
A first rate one-time novelty on its 
freakishness, but that about meas- 
ures its usefulness. 


The big ensemble fs not as happy 
as usual this week, running more 
to garish coloring and heavy over- 
decoration in its backgrounds, but 
having much beauty in some of the 
costuming. These Roxy ensembles 
even when they aim at simplicity. 
are pretty staggering, but when they 
go in for gaudy ornament, the effect 
is of something crudely overdone. 
Fill the huge stage, as they do this 
week, with multi-colored Venetian 
masquerade figures, and the picture 
is too big and too intricate to reg- 
ister pleasingly. 


Notable in the specialty group that 
contribute to the building up of the 
ensemble are Beatrice Belkin with a 
stunning rendition of “Caro Nome,” 
a contortionistic dancer, “and the 
two dancers, Joyce Coles and Nich- 
olas Daks, in a futuristic jazz dance 
interlude. The dancer is Lillian 
Drew, booked late and wunpro- 
grammed. She is a gus Edwards 
protegt and a comer in the “art 
dance” field. 


Roxyettes are used three or four 
times in some of the best unison 
work to be seen hereabouts, and in 
the finale the ballet corps has some 
beautiful toe work. 


Movietone news reel has a whale 
of a record of airship maneuvers 
at Langley field, when the camera 
and sound recorder were taken up 
to follow the aerial maneuvers of 
two score bombing planes attended 
by fast scout and battle planes. The 
medley of ear-splitting noises gen- 
erated by the air squadrons has an 
enormous effect. Shots include the 
dropping of many bombs and an 
attack and burning of a captive 
observation balloon. News reel is all 
Fox, with the exception of one clip 
of a Navy blimp making the first 
transfer of passengers at sea to a 
steamship, in this case the “Ameri- 
ean Trader.” This clip is from Par- 
amount, 

Overture is a fascinating medley 
of impressions from “Faust,” with 
the Roxy choir singing from the 
boxes, and the interpolation of a 
ballet number, a German peasant 
dance, done on a huge elevated stage 
and carrying an odd atmosphere 
from the fact that it had no scenic 
backing at all, so that the folk fig- 
ures seemed to make up an animated 
painting. Rush. 

(MINNEAPOLIS) 
Minneapolis, May 10. 

A stage show built about selec- 
tions from various Victor Herbert 
operas featured the pleasing and 
well-balanced entertainment offered 
here this week. Business was badly 
off, due to the inability of “The 
Showdown” (Par) to pull, and also 
to warm and clear weather and gen- 
erally adverse conditions. 

Exterior of a toy shop was the 
initial stage setting, showing 10 
mixed singers in display windows. 
After “Toyland” came “The March 
of the Toys,” with nine young and 
pretty State red-wigged ballet girls, 
in tight-fitting uniforms, executing 
@ march and a drill. With the 
words of “Kiss Me Again” flashed 
on the screen, came a violin solo in 
the pit, and then, as part of the 
same number, an acrobatic dance by 
a scantilly clad pair, girl and man. 

A full-stage Italian street scene 
was the setting for “I’m Falling in 
Love With Someone” and “The 
Italian Street Song.” The 10 singers 
and 11 dancers shone again in these 
numbers. A _ billed soprano and 
tenor, Luella Feiertag and Julian 
Neville, were heard in solo portions 
and well received. 

Biltmore Hotel orchestra, on Vita- 
phone, opened the program and won 
real applause. The orchestra gave 
International News weekly a splen- 
did musical accompaniment. “A 
Lesson in Golf,” Walter Weems fea- 


tured, went over nicely on Vita- 
phone, drawing much laughter. 
Larry Goldberg’s organ number was 
called “Stage Struck” and utilized 
the screen to coax the audience to 
sing. Larry’s message, via the 
slides, was that he was giving 
everybody a try-out in order to 


learn if they could sing well enough 
to get in the “Follies.” It got over 
and amused. 


PALACE 
(DALLAS) 
Dallas, May 10. 


John L. Hathaway, director of the 
pit orchestra, and Dwight Brown, 
organist, honored the local Music 
Week with a combined specialty 
consisting chiefly of selections from 
the old time composers, featuring 
Nevin. Lauded as a novelty and an 
added attraction. Town is strong 
for musie and the classicalists had a 
week to themselves. 

On the stage, Helen McFarland, 
singing and dancing xylophonist, 
headed the favors for the “High- 
lights” Publix unit. She had been 
here last year and was remembered. 


Foster girls were okay and Ken 
Whitmer performed at the drums 
for a hot number which took two 
to four encores. “Easy Come, Easy 
(Yo” (Par), feature, seemed to strike 
[the crowd as a necessary evil. 


CAPITOL 


(NEW YORK) 


New York, May 12 
House isn’t so much concerneé 
with its turnover this week as 
standing off the Ash publicity for 
the Paramount. That was evident 
when the revival of “The White Sige 
ter” was postponed until next week, 
“Circus Rookies” (M-G)_ being 
switched in and five important acts 
spliced into the running. Sature 
day's first complete show ran exe 
actly 2:36, with the screen leader 
only a 60-minute comedy, It's a big 
show, a good one and worth the 

$1.65 week-end loge top. 
Boris Petroff gets credit for the 
stage demonstration, titled “Capitol 


Gambol.” It holds Ruth Etting, 
Williams Sisters, Joe Termini and 
the Templeten Brothers. Plus the 


16 Tom Nip Girls, the stage band 
presentation went 66 minutes for at 
least a full three-quarters of an 
hour of entertainment. Any picture 
house stage item running this long 
is bound to have some superfluous 
material around. This one is no ex- 
ception. <A specialty number, pro- 
gramed as written by one of the 
Templeton boys, had a good idea 
behind it, but wasn’t needed on this 
particular bill. Termini, recently 
back from Europe, also could have i 
cut something from his eight min- 
utes. He was out after this first 
show because of the bill’s length, 

Setting was in green and blue, 
with a dome significant of the Capi- 
tol half revealed in the rear. In f 
front of this the 27 musicians ane & 
swered Roesner’s baton. Show was i 
strong enough and too long to call ti 
for the comedy byplay, which opened i 
by having a page delivering a mes- i 
sage that Roesner was delayed 
somewhere and couldn’t make it, is, 
The m. c.’s appearance was greeted is 
with squeals from the Nip femme fh 
contingent, a‘ter which lRoesner 
started to shake up a musical cock- 
tail, an idea that’s been donc to 
death. However, the band put toe 
gether another one of its usually 
meritorfous numbers in rehashing 
some of the hits it has played dur- 
ing the past few months. Capitol 
patrons are sold on this instrue 
mental outfit and Roesner, and as 
a unit their weekly solos rate this 
reaction. The unnecessary bit was: 
Templeton’s “Why Aren’t We Sate 
isfied?” which had various princl- 
pals and band members narrating 
what they’d like to do and then doe 
ing it. ORay some other week, but 
not when the show is so overboard, 

Plenty of hot music floating 
around these former classic portals, 
with Miss Etting warbling thrice, 
the Williams Sisters stomping ell 
over the stage and Termini heating 
up his guitar for a finish. Williams 
girls, Zelma O’Neal’s guiding light, 
were on twice for applause which 
warranted their inclusion, while 
Termini went through his routine of 
violin, banjo and guitar. Miss 
Etting sang to her ewn piano 
accompanist in the pit, but, had 
the orchestra for final choruses, 
She never was in doubt and took a 
demanded encore. The Colonel 
should be interested. Ruth and Paul 
(Templeton) boys opened, the spe- 
cialties, doing their familiar contor- 
tionistic dancing. Nip girls pranced 
twice, occasionally having their 
rhythm troubles, and a simple finale 
had everybody on stage, with girls 
decorating at various points above, 
on the sides and below the band. 

Show’s added feature is Milton 
Work, the bridge expert, introduced 
by a seven-minute Technicolor 
short showing him making a grand 
slam out of a no-trump hand on 
which he bids hearts to get the 
honor score. Point of the reel @xe 
plains the necessity of trumping the 
partner’s ace. Work was on stage 
immediately following this for @& 
brief, nervous and somewhat too exe 
act verbal discourse, thence retir- 
ing to the promenade, where he had 
announced he would take his stand 
to explain and discuss bridge wi 
those desiring to be enlightened, 

Okay for the bridge players, gene 
erally the loge and orchestra pae 
trons, but the balcony liabitants 
may become restless, although Work 
and the film only did nine minutes, 
It wasn’t so long ago that an ex- 
planatury Mah Jong colored reel 
was laughed off the screen at the 
Rivoli. Work is doing two special 
morning matinees for the card 
fiends this week. 

News -weekly went seven minutes 
and held nothing of particular in- 
terest in the material supplied in 
three shots from M-G-M, two from 
Paramount and one by International, 
“Mother’s Day” was the theme of 
the “orchestral production,” Sylvia 
Miller and John Quinlan singing @ 
new “Ma” number after “Songs My 
Mother Sang to Me” had been 
played by the orchestra, than which 
no sweeter melody has been write 
ten on the subject. 

Warbling behina a scrim, the vo- 
ecalists were carelessly lighted for @ 
bust effect on each which the aue 
dience could make neither head nor 


tail of and consequently meant 
nothing. Shows at this house have 
not been particularly well Nghted 


of late, and with such meaningless 


electricity as this it becomes B@< 
rious. It not only smothers but 
cheapens the desired impression, 
Outlay looked good on costuming 
and had an abundance of talent to 
back up this sight ungle. Definite 
but choiee shaving would give it 
added weicht for the “nut” involved, 
It’s probably the longest show the 
Capitel has ever held. Sid. 
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Wednesday, 


May 16, 1928 


VARIETY 


NKERS, N. Y¥. 
= half (21-23) 
Aerial Smiths 
Bond Trent 

il oreo 
Evelyn Phillips Co 
(One to fill) 


24 half (24-27) 
Bardelangs 
Bartol 


Ketch & Wilma 
L'nc'st'r & Leem’g 
Slaves of Melody 


Pantages 


EWARK, N. J. 
Newark’ (21) 
3 Olympians 
Ted Marcelle 
Hattie Althoff 
Jean Grenese 
Burnes & West 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand 
Ist half (21-23) 
Raymond & Gen'va 
Ulis & Clarke 
Hayd'n, Man’e & H 
Caranas & Barker 
TORONTO, CAN, 
Pantages (21) 
6 Brachards 
Local 
Ballet Caprice 
Roder & Maley 
Shadowgraph 
HAMILTON, CAN, 
Pantages (21) 
W H Groh 
Margaret Force 
Kelly & Jackson 


Morris & Flynn 
Jacks & Queens 
Roger & E Hurst 
Bonhair Tr 
TACOMA, WASH. 
Pantages (21) 
Wilson & Keppel 
Mabel Taliaferro 
Maria Rosita & Bd 
Edm'nds & F'’nch’'n 
3 Orontos 
PORTLAND, ORE. 
Pantages (21) 
Fields & Cook 
Cliff Nazarro 
John Bowers 
Winona Winter 
Alexander Sis 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Pantages (21) 
Cody 56 
Gladys Atree Rev 
Marjah 
Lord & Willis 
Havemann’'s Co 


THIS WEEK 


ROBBINS TRIO 
Corona and Oriental 
MEYERS and STERLING 
Corona and American 
NORTON and BROWER 
Corona and Lincoln 


Direction 


CHAS. J. FITZPATRICK 


160 West 46th Street, New York 


Green & Austin 
Broadway Bits 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Pantages (21) 
Hanlon Bros 
Zoller & Bodwell 
Adrian 
(One to fill) 
TOLEDO, O, 
Rivoli (21) 
Siems 
Jack & J Waller 
Robert Reilly 
Exposition 4 
Weise 3 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Tyrie (21) 
Wonder Girl 
Graham & C’rtney 
Frank Braidwood 
Sullivan & Ruth 
Werner & Mary A 
Watson Sis 
Fiving Harpers 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Pantages (21) 
Les Jardys 
Mack & Tivoli 
Pallet Dancers 
Rowland & Joyce 
Paul Rahn 
Margaret’ Morel 
BUTTE, MONT. 
Temple (21) 
Mary Zoller 
H’ghton & Whitney 
Elsie Williams 
Eddie White 
Libby Dancers 
SPOKANE, WASH. 
Pantages (21) 
Kodak & Sis 
Dave & Tressie 
Tracy & Elwood 
Empire Comedy 4 
Spoor & Parsons 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Pantages (21) 
Aus Waites 
Ward & Patrick 
Cunningham & B 
Bronson & Gordon 
Sensa Vardells 
VANCOUVER, B.C. 
Pantages (21) 


LOS ANGELES 
Pantages (21) 
Gloria DeVon Co 
Lum & White 
Eleanor C Judd 
Roundelay Rev 
Winchester & Ross 
5 Cardinals 
SAN DIEGO, CAL. 
Pantages (21) 
Brown & LaHart 
Carlana Diamond 
Maurice Costello 
Mabel McCane 
Burt & Rosedale 
Memphis C’ll’'gians 
L’G BEACH, CAL. 
Pantages (21) 
Jutta Valey 
Billy Smal) 
Chas Gill 
Chas W Hamp 
Hankhoff Proteges 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Pantages (21) 
Kafka Stanley & M 
5 Harmony Kings 
Dewey & Gold Rev 
Mayo & Bobbe 
Herbert Bolt 3 
LOGAN, UTAH 
Pantages (21) 
TW Berry & Ptnr 
Noodles Fagan 
Kerr & Weston 
Roger Williams 
Joe Fanton 
OMAHA, NEB, 
World (21) 
McD'v't Kelly & Q 
Meyme Gehrue 
Cosmopolitan 8 
Doran & Soper 
DeSylvia Nite Club 
KANS. CITY, MO. 
Pantages (21) 
Fulmer & Wayne 
Dotson 
Winehill & Briscoe 
Radio Fancies 
MEMPHIS, TENN, 
Pantages (21) 
Juggling McBanns 
Huston Ray 
Rogers & Donnelly 
4 Flashes 


Dorothy Lund Co 


9S FOR. 


3. Leach & Co.. Inc,. 


/Bob Anderson Pony 


Association 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Ameriean 
2d half (17-20) 
Cole Bros 
(Others to fill) 
Belmont 
2d half (17-20) 
Novelty Steppers 
(Others to fill) 
Englewood 
2d half (17-20) 
Graham & 
Clayton & ark 
(Three to fill) 
DAVENPO RT, 
Capitol 
2d half (17-20) 
WLs Showboat 
(Others to fill) 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol 
2d half (17-20) 
Jerome & 


KA. 


Alberta 
(One to fill) 


EVANSV’LE, IND. 
Grand 
2d half (17-20) 
ord & Cunn'gham 
La Salle & Mack 
Bordner & 30yer 
(Two to fill) 
KAN, CITY, MO. 
Main St, (14) 
Midnite Steppers 
alzer Dyer 
Groen & Dunbar 
Louisville Loons 
(Two to fill) 
MADISON, WISs. 
Orpheum 
half (17-20 
Mary Marlowe / 
Del Ortos 
(Three to fill) 


MILWAUKEE 
Majestic (14) 
Cardiff & Wales 
Maxine & ‘Bobby 
Side Show 
Henry Regal Co 
(Two to fill) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Ith St. (14) 
Taketas 
Robbins & Jewett 
Hoffman & Lamb'rt 
(Three to fill) 
ROCKFORD, 


(One 


ILL. 
Palace 


2d half (17-20) 
Toney & Norman 
Reed & Duthers 
(Three to fill) | 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Grand (14) 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Maidie & Ray 
Knox & Stetson 
Smith Colton Co 
(Two to fill) 

ST. PAUL 

Palace 

2a half (17-20) 
Hart’s Kats 
Barrett & Cuneen 
(Three to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA. 

Orpheum 

2d half (17-20) 
All Girl Rey 
SO. BEND, IND. 

Palace 

2d half (17-20) 
Melody Pirates 
Curley Burns Co 
Claudia Coleman 


(Two to fill) 
SPRINGFE'LD, IND. 
Orpheum 
2d half (17-20) 
May Wirth Co 

Will Aubrey 
(Three to fil!) 


Interstate | 


ATLA NTA, GA, 
Majestic (21) 


‘ud Carlel] | 


' Lottie 


Cahill & Wells 

Zarry & Whitledge 
Seed & 
Mayer Co 


Austin 


Weber's 


| McLellan & 
i (Two to 


BEAUMONT (21) 
(Same bill plays 
Lake Charles, 22; 
Shreveport, 23; 
Alexandria, 24; 
Baton Rouge, 25) 
Claude DeCarr Co 
Reed & LaVere 
Gus Fowler 
Skelley & Heit 
Strains & Strings 
DALLAS, TEX, 
Majestic (21) 
Chevalier Bros 
Joe & J McKenna 
Parvis & Harrison 
Record Boys 
Lady Margaret Co 


FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Majestic (21) 
Fondell 8 
2 Southern Girls 
Ushers 
3 Sailors 
Carl Freed Orch 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Mertini (21) 
L Stoutenbourgh 
Alexander & Peggy 
Eddie Dale Co 
Hydé & Burrell 
Bage Egan R’dh’ds 
L’TLE R’K, ARK. 
Majestic 
Ist half (21-23) 
Yoki 3 


Rookie 
(One to fill) 
2d half (24-27) 
Kokin & Baletti 
B & J Creighton 
Shuron Duvries Rv 
(Two to fill) 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Orpheum (21) 
Welder Sis 
Loos Bros 
Keno & Green Co 
Butler & Parker 
Chas Timblin 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (21) 
Sub-Deb. Dancers 
Fortunello & Cilir 
Renie Riano Co 
Fenton & Fields 
Willie Mauss Co 
ANT'NIO, T’X. 
Majestic 
Ist half (21-23) 
(Same bill plays 
Waco 2d half) 
Artie Mehlinger 
Ervel & Del 
Toto 
Richards & Church 
E Costello Co 
TULSA, OKLA, 
Orpheum (21) 
Conlin & Hamilton 
Billie Moody ’ 
Billy Purl Co 
Little Jack Little 


Reynolds & White 


George Wong Co 


Orpheum 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Palace (21) 
Wm Halligan Co 
Chaney & Fox 
(Others to fill) 
Riviera (21) 
Reed & Duthers 
Mason & Keeler 
Jerome & Grey 
Tillis & LaRue 
Frankie Heath 
State-Lake (21) 
Will Aubrey 
Van De Velde Tr 
Countess Sonia 
Venita Gould 
Wm Halligan Co 
Jay C Flippen 
Nite at Paradoxy 
Ray Kavanaugh Bad 
LOS ANGELES 
Hill Street (21) 
Rich & Cherie 
Fulton & Mack 
Winnie Lightner 
Marg Stewart 
Parisian Art 
Larry Rich Orch 
Orpheum (21) 
Fred Allen 
Marg Severn Co 
Frank Wilson 
Farnell & Florence 
Lorin Baker Co 
Elsie Janis 
Kitty Doner 
Neal Sis 


MILWAUKEE 
Orpheum (21) 
Toney & Norman 
Anderson Bros 
Miss Juliet 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Tex McLeod 
Benny Davis Co 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Ifennepin (21) 
Ryan Sis 
Younger Foys 
Lockfords 
(Three to fill) 
OAKLAND, CAL. 
Orpheum (21) 


Summers & Hunt 
4 Camerons 
Mason & Sunny 
Nazimova 
Sargent & Lewis 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Orpheum (21) 
Adams & Rasch 
Joe Phillips Co 
Wallace & May 
Paulo Paquita & C 
Mex Tipica Orch 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (21) 
Olive Olsen 
Anger & Fair 
Gabberts 
Smith & Barker 
Dave Appo!lon Co 
H & J Reyes 
Orpheum (21) 
Tracey & Hay 
Schiichti’s Co 
Jed Dooley Co 
Ted Lewis Ba 
Reynolds & Clark 
Derickson & Brown 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
St. Louis (21) 
May Wirth Family 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Others to fill) 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Orpheum (21) 
Honey Boys 
Cortini 
Lydell & Higgins 
Fisher & Hurst 
Eva Clark Co 
Noree 
VANCOUVER. B.C. 
Orpheum (21) 
Flo Myers Co 
Haunted 
Bury’s Dogs 
Hollingsworth & 
Zelda Santley 
Chas T Aldrich 
WINNIPEG, CAN. 
Orpheum (21) 
Eddie Conrad 
Del Ortos 
Norberto Ardelli 
Mary Marlowe 


Joe Mendi 


(One to fill) 


Keith-Western 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Hollywood 
2d half (17-20) 
Manny King Co 
Frolic 4 
(Three to fill) 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 
Palace 
2d half (17-20) 
Hon Mr Wu 
Richardson 
(Three to fill) 
HAMMOND, IND. 
Parthenon 
2a half (17-20) 
Freem'n & Seymour 


Kluting’s Ent 
G Holbrook Co 
(Two to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD, 0O. 
State 
2d half (17-20) 
Polly & Oz 
(Others to fill) 
WINDSOR, ONT. 
Capitol 
2d half (17-20) 
Bee Jones Co 
Haynes Sis 
Arnaut Bros 
(Two to fill) 


Keith-Albee 


NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (14) 
Jones & Rea 


Love & Sargent Rv 
Hunter & Percival 


Owen & McGinty 
Buddy Bovle 
to fill) 

(21) 
Fan Faire Rev 
Mack & Rossiter 
(Others to fill) 

Chester 

2d half (17-20) 
Eva Mandell 
Peter the Great 
Harry Woolf 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (21-28) 
Eddie Sheriff 
Krugel & Robels 
Ryan & Ross 
Doe Baker Rey 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Owen McGivney 
Weston & Lyons 
Joe Marks Co 
(Two to fill) 


Coliseum 
2d half (17-20) 
Joe Daly Co 
Pat Hemming 
Frank Dobson 
Ada Brown 
(One to filly 


Ist half (21-23) 
Clifford & Marion 
Emerson Boys 
Joe srowning 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Harry Carroll Rev 

Rist St. 

2d half (17-20) 
Hector & Pals 
Rev 
Scott Saunders 
George Huston 
(One to filly 

Ist half (21-23) 
Norman Thomas 5 
Ray & Harrison 
Sarah 


fill) 
2d half (24-27) 
Phillips Family 


Dora Maughan 
Frakson 

Jarmann & Green 
(One to fill) 


86th St. 

2a half (17-20) 
Hightowers 8 
Al Noda Girls 
Trixie Friganza 
2 Daveys 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
Ken Murray 
Calif Collegians 
Greenway & Ann 
Harry Carroll Unit 

2d half (24-27) 
Sybil Vane 
Norman Thomas 5 
Am Nite in London 
(Two to fill) 

5th Ave. 

2a half (17-20) 
Peaches Browning 
Johnny Herman 


(Three to fill) 
Ist half (21-23) 
Burke & Kurkin 


Sylvia Clark 
Frakson 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Ernest Hiatt 
(Others to fill) 

Fordham 

2d half (17-29) 
Rhyme & Reason 
Neiman 
Fred Heider 
Everett Sanderson 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
Ryan & Ross 
Ruth Warren 
Camilla’'s Birds 
Wilton & Weber 
Val Harrison 

zd half (24-27) 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Clifford & i 


to 
Franklin 

2d half (17-20) 
Greenlee & Drayt'n 
Sailor Boy 
Mack & Rossiter 


Blue Slickers 
(One to fill) 

half (21-23) 
Agee & White 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Emerson Boys 
Ruth Warren 
Camilla’s Birds 
Pat Henning 
Joe Browning 

Hamilton 

2a half (17-20) 
Du Calion 
Lou White Co 
Chabot & Tortoni 
La Vere & Fryles 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
Joe Marks Co 
Marie Vero 
Dalton & Craig 
Fred Heider Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Gafferey & Walton 
Wilson Bros 
Mildred Mower 
(Two to fill) 
Hippodrome (14) 
Amac 
Besser & Balfour 
The Petleys 
Ray & Harrison 
Caprice Chameleon 
(One to fill) 

(21) 
Medley & Dupree 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Harrison Circus 
(Three to fill) 

Jefferson 

2d half (17-20) 
Wills & Holmes 
Allen & Canfiela 
Mahon & Scott Co 
Burke & Durkin 
W & G Ahern 
Lovey Sis 

Ist half (21-23) 
Pat Henning 
Rhyme & Reason 
Frank Paxton 
Weston & Lyons 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Art Ashley Co 
Marie Vero 
Agee & White 
McLellan & Sarah 
Doe Baker Rev 

125th St. 

2a half (17-20) 
Casson Bros & M 
Halstead & Daniels 
Wm Bence Co 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Versatile Steppers 

Ist half (21-23) 
Hays & Maye 
Hunting & Francis 
(Three to fill» 

2a half (24-27) 
Loyal's Dogs 
Winona Co 
Pearson & And’rs'n 
(Two to fill) 
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Alexander & Olsen 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
Burke & Durkin 
Krugel & Robbles 
Talent & Merit 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Lei Lani Samoans 
Mel Klee 
(Three to fill), 

BROOKLYN 
Albee (14) 
Miss Patricola 
Chas Withers 
B & E Newell 
Hayes & Cody 
5 DeCardos 
(One to fill) 
(21) 
Gus Edwards’ Rev 
Bushwick 

2a half (17-20) 
Mason & Railey 
Franklyn Farnum 
Wm Ebbs Co 
Spence & True 
Townsend & Rold 

Ist half (21-23) 
Jack Goldie 
Halstead & Daniels 
Sam Mann Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (24-27) 
Creighton & Lyon 
Patti 
(Three to fill) 

Flatbush 

2d half (17-20) 
Reckless 3 
Masters & Grace 
Wilson & Dobson 
Healy & Cross 
Jeanette Hackett 

Ist half (21-23) 
Wilson Bros 
May Usher 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Val Harris Co 
Monologist 
Ada Brown Co 
(Two to fill) 

Greenpoint 

2a half (17-20) 
Teddy Russell 
Espe & Dutton 
Brown & Bowers R 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
Lew Fitzgibbons 
Spence & True 
C & L Fondau 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Moran Warner & M 
Halstead & Daniels 
(Three to fill) 

Madison 

2d half (17-20) 
Bag & Baggage 
Weston & Lyons 
Mel Klee 
Prince Lai Lani 


(One to fill) 


FAY’S 


(FULL WEEK) 
Booked by 


Frank Wolf, Jr. 


PHILADELPHIA 
1105 Colonial Trust Bldg. 
Spruce 1094-1095 
NEW YORK 
417 Loew Annex Bldg. 
Bryant 9099 


Palace (14) 
Artistic Treat 
Ann Codee 

Nitza Vernilie 
Robert Chisholm 
Chrystal Herne Co 
George Sydney 
Norman Thomas 
W & E Ford 

(One to fill) 

(21) 
Mitchell & Durant 
Ch'ri'tte Greenw’od 
Kazanna 
Frank Keegan’s Co 


| Nee 
; Odalia 
| Harry 


i (Three 


| Art 


Weir's Eleph 
Harrington Sis 
Clark & Bergman 
(Two to fill) 
Regent 
2d half (17-20) 
Grace Adelphi 3 
Sid Moorehouse 
Ruth Warren Co 
Embassy Boys 
Ted Shaw 
Ist half (21-23) 
Morton & Stout 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (24-27) 
Jones & Rae 
Pau! Sydell Co 
Galla-Rini Sis 
Ray & Harrison 
(One to fill) 
Riverside (14) 
St. Clair & O’Day 
Gilbert & French 
Alf Loyal’s Dogs 
Brown & Whittak’'r 
Fowler & Tamara 
Ernest Hiatt 
Shean & Cantor 
Frank Fay 
Knocker’s 
(21) 
Powers & Wallace 
Wong 
Careno | 
Holmes 
Caprice Chameleon | 
(Others to fill) 
Royal 
2a half (17-20) 
Fio Martinez 
Rah Rah Girls 
Dalton & Craig 
Crescent Comedy 4 
Gracie & F 
Ist half 
Paul Mohr Co 
Burns & Kane 
Palley & Phil 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (24-27) 
Ann Garrison Co 
Claude & Fondau 
liarris & Holly 
(Two to fill) 
CONEY ISLAND 
Tilyou 


| Ersi 
| Van & Vernon 


2d half (17-20) 
La Duo & Louise i 
Farnum & Haley | 
Emory Manley Co 
Foley & Watour | 
Kola Svlvia Co | 

Ist half 
Mel Kice 
Ashley Co 
Co 


(21-23) 


Leona Horsy 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (24-87) 
Morton & Stout 
Hermanos Williams 
to fill) 
FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 

2a half (17-20) 
Joyner & Foster 
Hermanos Williams 
Morton & Stout 


Merie 
| Geo McLellan 


Ist half (21-23) 
Monologist 
Ada Brown Co 
Hermanos Williams 
Fisher & Gilmore 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Espe & Dutton 
Shean & Cantor 
Galla-Rini Sis 
(Two to fill) 

Orpheum 

2d half (17-20) 
Jack Goldie 
Burns & Kane 
Danny Dugan Co 
(Two to fill) 

18% half (21-23) 
Harris & Holly 
Yvonne & Victor 
Ann Garrison Co 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (24-27) 
Sam Mann (Co 
Carney & Pierce 
Spence & True 
(Two to fill> 

Prospect 

2a half (17-20) 
Bohn & Bohn 
Shering & Vas 
3 Swifts 
Dooley & Sales 
Winona & Co 

Ist half (21-23) 
Solly Ward Co 
Paul Sydell Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Hunting & Franci 
Walter Murray 
(Three to filly 

AKRON, O. 
Palace 

2d half (17-20) 
Cons of Music 
Paul Sydell 
Piicer & 
Galenos 
& Avre 


& 


Douglas 


Ist half 
Mascots 
Dainty Marie 
Frankel & Dunlevy 


(21-23) 


(Three to fill) 
2d haif (24-27) 
Honorable Mr Wu 


3} Vaprrants 


Hickey Bros 
Rector Chandon Co 
(Two to fill) 
ALBANY, N. 
Proctor’s 


2d half (17-20) 
Broken Toys 
Furman & Evans 
Theo Roberts 
El Cleve 
Mazzetti & Lewis 

Ist half (21-238) 
Chilton & Thomas 


Gladys Joyce Co 
| Frank Viola Co 
(Two to fill) 


24 half (24-27) 
MeGrat 
Dance Flash 
Co 


(One to fi 


il) 
ALLENTOWN, 


Colonial 

2d half (17-20) 
Holland Deckrill 
Walsh & Ellis 
Lester Lane Co 
Faber & Wales 
Bob Murphy 

Ist half (21-23) 
Princess Pat 
Freda & Palace 
Bernivici Co 


Piker & 
{ 


& Travers 


| 


| 


(One 


(Two to fill) 

half (24-27) 
Norwood & Hall 
West & McGinty 
(Three to fll) 
ATLANTIC CITY 

Earle 

zd half (17-20) 
3 Belmonts 
May 


Vox & Walters 
Johnny Ehott Co 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Hippodrome (14) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Loma Worth 
Thank You Doe 
Kkrugel & Rubles 
Viola Lorraine Co 
to fill) 

New Garden (14) 
Amateurs in L'nd'n 
Sybil Vane 
Jim Barry Family 
Knox & Inman 
Yvonne & Victor 
Kaye & Sayre 
Danc’g McDonalds 
BAYONNE, N. J. 

Keith’s 

2d half (17-20) 
Sybil Vane 
Mr & Mrs Barry 
Dancing McDon’lds 
(Two to fill) 
BEAVER FALLS 

Regent 

24 half (17-20) 
White Bros 
Victor G 
Wilbur & T 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
3 Nelsons 
(Others to filly 
BINGH'MT'N, N.Y. 

Binghamton 

2d half (17-20) 
Lynch & May 
Billy Hall Co 
Day at the Circus 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
Homer Romaine 
(Others to. fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
4 Caddies 
(Others to fill) 
BOSTON, MASS. 

Bowdoin (14) 
Anton & Budden 
Foley & Walton 
Manny & Fox 
Bernard & Ward 
Canary Opera 
Gordon’s Olympia 
(Scollay Sq.) (14) 
Happy Harrison 
B & S Mathews 
Cosmo 4 
Brems-Fitz & M 
(One to fill) 
Olympia 

(Wash. St.) (14) 
Jarman & Green 
Gladys Joyce 
Delany-Credon & C 
faymond & Luckie 
(Two to fill) 

Howard (14) 
Richard & Gray 
Anthony Royers 
Revel Bros & Red 
(Three to fill) 

New Boston (14) 
Wilbur Mack & P 
Whirl of Youth 
Shelton Brooks 
Tech Murdock Co 
Camphells 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 

Palace 

2d half (17-20) 
Lucas & Lillian 
Fein & Tennyson 
Flapper Freshies 
Sylvia Clark 
Shelden Heft-L 

Poli’s (14) 
Brosius & Barton 
Ray Hurling & S 
Grindell & Esther 
Balfour 5 
(One to filly 
BR’CKT’N, MASS. 

Brockton 

2d half (17-20) 
Joe Darcy 
Paerle Franks Co 
Libby Sparrows 
(Two to fill) 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Hippodrome (14) 
G re McLennon 
Arthur Astill Co 


Hilton & 
Michel 


Alma 


(21 
Gerber's C 
Frank X Silk 
Hewitt & Hall 
A Clark 
Jarod 
to fill) 
CLEVELAND, 
105th St. 


) 


Co 


(jie 
| (Chisho! 
DeWynn 
(21) 
Marg P 
ienry 
(One to filly 
Palace (14) 
Falls-Read & 


Yates «& 
(One 


Lawley 
Dancers 
to fill) 


q2t 
Bill Robinson 
Don Lee & Louise 
Fulton & Parker 
(Three to fill) 
COLUMBUs, 
Keith’s 

2d half (17-20) 
Rector-Chandon Co 
Olyn Landick 
Rilly Champ 
Frankel & Dunl'v’y 
Riddell & Cook 
Ida M Chadwick 

Ist half (21-23) 
& Aver 
Dick Henderson 
Falls Reading & B 
Beken Rey 
R & D Dean 

2d half (24-27) 
Trahan & Wallace 
Paul Yocan Co 
Yates & Law'ey 
(Two to fill) 


DAYTON, 


Keith's 
2d half (17-20) 
Paul Yocan 


Dick Henderson 
Family Ford 
Fanny Ward 
R & D Dean 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
Inez & DeWynn 
Olyn Landick 
Ernst & Dumke 
LeMaire & Van 
Ida May Chadwick 

2d half (24-27) 
Gerald’ Griffin 
Reehee & Rubyiat 
Seymour & Howard 
(Two to fill) 
DETROIT, MICH, 

Uptewn 

2d half (17-20) 
Johnny Hyman 
Lorimer & Hudson 
Mixed Pickles 
M & A Clark 
(Two to fi!l) 

Ist half (21-23) 
Eliz Brice Co 
Norton & Haley 
M Clifton & Ptnr 
Kane & Ellis 
(One to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Wayman's Debs 
Ray & Dot Dean 
Hap Hazzard 
(One to fill) 
DUNKIRK, N, 

Capitol 

2d half (17-20) 
Jack Major 
Shuffle Along 4 
Diehl Sis & McD 
(Two to fill) 

EASTON, 

State 

2d half (17-20) 
Gwynne Co 
Ned Norworth Co 
Billy Casey Co 
Stepping Along 
Bozo Snyder 
Ist half (21-23 
Norwood & ‘Hall 
West & McGinty 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (24-27) | 
Freda & Palace 


GREENF’LD, 
Victoria 
Ist half (21-23) 
Parisienne Rev 
(Others to fill) 
HACK ENS K, N. 
heith's 
2d halt 
Skookum 
Stanley Hughes Co 
Bell & A-bert 
Bailey & Phil 
(One to ll) 
HARRISE’RG, PA. 
Ma jestie 


3. 


20) 


-d half (17-20) 
Nerwood & Hall 
Shelton & Hawks 
al Nite Hawks 
Layton & May 
} er & Mack 

st half (21-23) 
Zinimy 
I Daly Co 

to 
half (24 27) 
ester Lane Ca 
‘Others to fill) 


HAKTEORD, CT. 
Capitol 

2d half (17-20) 
Dance Mad 
Bob Rowland Co 
Powers & Wallace 
& M Dupont 
Brenck & Rellad'na 
HWWRUILL, MASS, 


Colonial 
2d half (17-20) 
Billy Day 


LONG BRANCH 
Broadway 
2d half (17-20) 


The Charmers 
Stokes & Bebb 
Teller Sis 
Fel | 


heith's 


2d half (17-20) 
Joe Mandis 3 
Hlewitt & Hall 
Side Ki« ks 
Lemaire & Van 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half ¢(21-23) 
Our Gang 
Seymour & Howard 


Rubaiyat 
Gerald Griffin 
(On> to 

2d half -27) 
Ernst & Dumke 
Ida May Chadwick 
Inez & DeWynn 
(Two to tilt 
LOWELL, MASs, 

Keith's 

2d ha-f (17-2 
Smith & Hart 
Rentel! & Gowld 
Nona & Nora 
S‘dney Marion 
Jimmy Barchill 
Geo Beatty 

Ist half «21-23) 
Geo Beatty 
W & J Mande) 
Clifford & Grey 


le 


WILL clean, 
equal to new. 
kinds, felts. 


$2 


all 
as that on our hats 


felts and straws: 
att*ntion to mail 


Bryant 1443, 


FOR LADIES ONLY 


remodel! 
This includes straws of 
silk and 
Our workmanship on r 


colors guaranteed. 
orders. 
untih 5 P.M. LA TRIX, 29 West 47th St. 


emodeling is the same 
that 
head selling as high as $25. 


your oid hat 


satin materials, 
are made to fit the 
We also redye 
Special 
Oren Saturdays 


Vernon Rathburn 
Dwyer & Edwards 
Melroy-McN & R 
(One to fill) 
HOLYOKE, MASS. 
Shattucks 

2d half (17-20) 
Gladys Delmar 
Ralabanow 5 
(Three to fill) 
HUNT'GTON, W.YV. 

Orpheum 

2d half (17-20) 
Jack Mosser Rey 
Roy Smeck 
Haynes & Beck 
Nelsons 
Geraldine Imperio 3 

Ist half (21-23) 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Otis Mitchell Co 
T & D Donnelly 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Frank Van Hoven 
Cleo Balcom Co 
Starr & Rollo 
Riley & Townes 
(One to filly 

ITHACA, N. YW. 

Strand 

2d half (17-20) 
Musical Chapins 
(Others to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
Perry Corwey 
(Others to fill) 

JERSEY CITY 


State 
2d half (17-20) 
Chas Ahern 


Tallent & Merritt 


Jail House Kevels 
Chain & Stamm 
Jeanette Childs 


Fields & DeCusta 
The Kinkaids 


Sid Marion Co 
Harry Delmar Rey 
Color Domes 


Tradoa 2 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Wilton & Weber 


Wilson & Dobson 
Lewis & Winthrop 
2d half (24-27) 
Brems Fitz & M 

Reed & Lucy 
Hector Co 
Rickard & Grey 
Don Cummings 
LYNN, MASS, 
Oly mpic 
2a half (17-20) 
Carmen & Rose 
McCoy & Walton 
Lemax & Johnson 
4 Lordens 
(One to fill) 
MEADVILLE, PA, 
Park 
2d half (17-20) 
Roberts Sis 
Emmet & King 


Willie West & Mc@ ** 


(Twoo fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
3 Nelsons 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Homer Lind Co 
(Others to fill) 
MIDDLETON, N.Y, 

Keith's 

2a half (17-20) 
Genaro Girls 
Louis London 
Francie & Wally 
Clinton & R'ney Rv 
(One to fill) 
MONTREAL, CAN, 

Imperial 

2d ha.f (17-20) 
Millard & Martin 
Lewis & Winthrop 
(Three to fill) 


(21) 
Goode & Leighton 
Lang & Haley 


Hayes Marsh & H 
Chas Marshall 
(One to fill) 
M’RRIST'WN, NJ. 
Lyon's Park 

2d half (17-20) 
T & A Waldman 
C & lL Fondaw 
(Three to fill) 


Al K Wall Princess Pat 
Val Harris & G Pat Daly Co 
May Usher (Two to fill) 
(One to fill) | 
(21) N. J. 
ALK “tall _2d half (17-20) 
Deno & Rochelle Ce rvO & Moro 
Wulff & Jerome College Flirt 
(Two to fill) Be rt Walton 
CAMBR’GE, MASS, | Cherol ees 
Central Sq. (One to fill) 
2d half (17-20) ERIE, PA, 
Deignan & Ball Erie (14) 
Lucy Krush Jue Fong 
Lee & Cranston rhe Mascots 
Cornella & C’ghlin Ethel Davis 
(One to fill) Fulton & Parker 
CANTON, O. (One to filly 
Palace | (21 
24 half (17-20) «& Andree 
Don Lee & JTouise Alf Grant 
Burns & Allen Prin s Wahletka 
Frank Stanley Co (‘ons of Musie 
Boyle & Della (Two to fill) 
(One to filly FAIRMONT, W. V. 
Ist half (21-23) Fairmont 
Trahan & Wallace } 2d half (17-20) 
Jat Burr 1 (Others t fill) 
(Two to 1) FALL RIVER 
d half (24-27) empire 
on 2 f (17-20) 
ton & Hale Ensign 
(Two to fill) 
C’RL’ST’N, W.VA. k Farron 
Mania 


Kearse 
alf 


+7 


Tagen & F 
(One to fill) 
(21-23) 
Van Hoven 
Baleom Co 
Starr & Rolla 
ley & T 
to fill) 
half (24-27) 
Mitchell Co 
L Donnelly 
Douglas 
Two to fill) 
CINCINNATI, O. 
Albee (14) 
Upham Whitney 
6 Amer Belfordgs 
Hickey 
Mills & Goodwin 
to till) 
(21) 
Mixed Pickles 
Nick Lucas 
(Others to fill) 
Palace (14) 
Curtiss’ Animals 
Kay Shannon Co 


Wilbur Ri 
(Cone 
2d 


Co 


Art Henry 
Hiarry Kahne 
fary Cook Coward 


Arnold & Florence 
GERKMW’NT’WN, PA. 
Orpheum 

2d half (17 
Helen Carison 
Bennett & Fleteher 
Gaafiney & 


20) 


Nick Hufford 
Silks & Sating 
| GLENS F’LS, N, Y. 
Rialto 


2d half (17-20) 
Gladys Joyce Co 
(Others to filly 
GRAND RAPIDS 

Ramona Park 

2d half (17-20) 
Jimny Rooney 3 
| Ergott! & Herman 
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BURLESQUE 


San Francisco, Los Angeles and 


News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


London. Variety takes no credit 


NEW YORK 


The 47th annual meeting of the 
“Actors Fund of America was held 
May 11 in the Hudson theatre, New 
York. with President Daniel Froh- 
man in the chair. 

Election of officers was as fol- 
lows: President, Daniel Frohman; 
1st vice, E. F. Albee: 2d vice, Walter 
Vincent; seeretary, Robert Camp- 
bell; treasurer, Sam A. Scribner; 
trustees for three years, William 
Seymour, R. H. Burnside, Richard 
Herndon, Crosby Gaige, Major Ber- 
mard A. Reinold and (Miss) Bijou 
Fernandez. 


Madison Square Garden hands one 
to the gag men of the dailies by 
staging a June bride festival May 
29-June 4, thé Garden being the fight 
center of the nation. Prettiest bride 
will be picked. Also merchants of 
many lines will display their wares, 
mostly women’s wear and household 
goods. 


Ear! C. May, writer of circus life 
stories, who attempted suicide, was 
moved from Bellevue psychopathic 
ward to another ward where milder 
eases receive treatment. May tried 
to jump frem Brooklyn Bridge. 


Cardinal Hayes addressing the 
Catholic Actors’ Guild at luncheon in 
the Astor praised the player folk of 
the Guild for their éfforts to empha- 
size the good side of the stage and 
working for clean plays. 


“Peaches” Browning-Mrs. Eddie 
Allen affair got another airing when 
the former Frances Heenan declared 
she would sue Mrs. Allen for de- 
famation of character in naming her 
corespondent in the Allen divorce 
action. 


A fire at the Embassy Club, 151 
East 57th street, caused little dam- 
age, but it called attention to the 
fact that the old Proctor’s 58h street 
has been razed and work is progres- 
sing on the new theatre. 


The $14,000 foreign car presented 
to Peggy Joyce by John T. Locke in- 
volved in charges of stock frauds 
amounting to millions, was seized 
under replevin by the auto dealers, 
who claimed a balance of $4,000. The 
car was especially built for Rudolph 
Valentino. It is an Isotta-Fraschini 
roadster. It was in storage under 
Peggy’s name. Peggy paid off and 
kept the ritzy bus. 


Bertrand L. Taylor, society broker, 
and Gertrude Lawrence, will be 
married when the English actress 
obtains her divorce. 


Otto Kahn resigned from the Film 
Bureau when that organization en- 
dorsed “Dawn,” the Nurse Cavell 
picture. Arch Selwyn, who has the 
exhibition rights to the film in this 
country, issued a long statement 
criticizing Kahn's attitude toward 
the picture and replying to attacks 
against it by others. 


LOS ANGELES 


Maurice Tourneur, Jr., son of the 
director, was arrested in Hollywood 
On a charge of intoxication. Young 
Tourneur pleaded not guilty and 
bail was set at $750 pending trial. 
He couldn't raise the cash so he 
Was taken to the city jail. 


Argument between Earl Fraser, 
Ocean Park amusement man, and 
his divorced wife, Lillian R. Fraser, 
over who should pay a $215 bil! for 
baby clothes, was settled by Mu- 
nicipal Judge White. Court entered 
judgment against both and ordered 
them to pay the department store 
where clothes were bought. 


Marie Dressler has gone to New 
York to sail for Europe. She re- 
turns in September. 


City council is taking up a pro- 
Posed ordinance governing flying 
Over the city limits. Unless federal] 
regulations are observed, it will be 
a violation of the law to operate 
aircraft over the city if the new 
ordinance is passed. 

Stunt fiying would also be affect- 
ed by the new law, as it would be- 
come obligatory for the acrobatic- 
ally inclined pilots to obtain a per- 
mit and then only after rigorous ex- 
amination. 


Burglars made a clean job at the 
residence of Jack Doyle. sports pro- 
motér, getting away with valuables 
amounting to $5,000. 


Clarence Badger, directing “Hot 
News” with Bebe Daniels for Para- 
mount, went in for an impromptu 
swim in the Los Angeles Harbor, 
accompanied by four assistants, 
when their launch capsized in the 
water. Those on board were Grace 
Yearsley, script girl; Paul Jones 
assistant to Badger, and William 
Marshall, Al Meyer and Royal Jiggs. 
cameramen. The camera fastened 


to the boat was slightly damaged, 
as was some negative film. 


Ferdinand R. Wismer, for more 
than 30 years a musician, has filed 
suit for divorce against Elizabeth 
Wismer, whom he charges with 
causing him creat mental suffering 
etery time she called him a “fid- 
dler.”’ In his complaint, Wismer pic- 
tured his wife as being disagreeable 
and dictatorial around their home. 
The couple separated after 31 years 
of married life. 


Another Hollywood marital barge 
on the rocks. Mrs. Margherita Kirk- 
land, former “Follies” girl,” now 
known on the screen as Ann Page, 
admitted she had been divorced 
from David Kirkland, @ggture di- 
rector. Mrs. Kirkland was reluc- 
tant to talk and declined to say 
where the divorce was applied for 
and granted. The pair were mar- 
ried for three years. 


Vera Gordon filed a cross-com- 
plaint in answer to a $95,000 suit 
brought against her in connection 
with a mortgage on business prop- 
erty. The action was filed by L. R. 


Lauttenstein, realtor. Mrs. Gordon 
charges the property’s value was 
misrepresented. 


Billy West, comedy director at 
Fox studios, obtained a divorce 
from Ethlyn Gibson West, picture 
actress, on grounds of desertion. 
Superior Judge Schauer granted the 
decree after listening to West’s 
charges against his wife. West told 
the court he tried to effect a recon- 
ciliation with his wife, but failed. 
A property settlement was declared 
to have been made out of court, In 
connection with his divorce com- 
plaint West recently filed a $100,000 
alienation suit against Michael 
Glaser, whom he charged with 
stealing the love of his wife and 
was responsible for their separation. 
This action has been dismissed. 


In two separate departments of 
the Municipal Court two young 
members of the picture colony were 
found guilty of charges growing out 
of asserted wild parties in Holly- 
wood. In the first case Jack O'Neil, 
brother of Sally O'Neil, and Molly 
O'Day, screen actresses, was found 
guilty of an assault and battery 
charge before Judge Wilson. 

The same day found Maurice 
Tourneur, Jr., son of the picture 
director, convicted by Judge Gray 
on a charge of drunkenness, Tour- 
neur admitted he had been drinking 
while entertaining some friends 
when the police arrived. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


For the second ime in two years 
J. G. Barrett, convict in Folsom 
Prison, has made a confession that 
he killed William Desmond Taylor, 
picture director, Feb. 1, 1922, in the 
latter's home. 


Two years ago Barrett, who was 
serving a four-year term, confessed 
that he had killed the director at 
the request of two actresses because 
the director had attempted to break 
up a narcotic ring they were inter- 
ested in. 

His second confession was made 
on the eve of his trial for an at- 
tempted jail break which would get 
him another sentence of from one 
year to life. Barrett told Warden 
Court Smith that he was making 
his confession of his own free will 
because he had been double crossed. 
With the first confession claimed 
untrue by the police, Barrett in his 
second declaration states that he 
did the job because Taylor was go- 
ing to release secrets of the movie 
colony to the press, which would 
have ruined the character of at least 
one picture star and involved nu- 
meroys other prominent screen per- 
sonages. He says that a prominent 
picture actress was associated with 
a Los Angeles man who hired him 
to do the shooting He declared 
that all of the details of the job 
were laid out for him before he 
pulled the trigger. 

Warden Smith is having a check 
made on his statement. 


More than 25 persons at some 
time or other were involved in the 
investigation of the murder of Tay- 
lor. The police and district attorney 
have made about 10 different in- 
vestigations since the night of the 
crime. They claim that they never 
got anywhere near the trail of the 
murderer and always gave up after 
a short try. 

Seems as though the Taylor mur- 
der always crops up in publie prints 
on the coast just at a time when 
a candidate announces himself as 
being desirous of getting the job 
of district attorney. A new one is 
to be elected 
Keyes in Ai 
assistant in the distric 
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(Continued from page 9) 
taing the director should never 
worry about or be concerned about. 
It must be regarded just as a stage 
play. Today the lines are cast four 
or five days in advance of the pho- 
tographing instead of as in the be- 
ginning just a few hours before. 
The contrast in results is notable. 
We save a lot of time and money 
by making preparations in advance 
of actual shooting.” 


After a six-months’ trial of using 
two machines running simultane- 
vusly, one of them dark, as a pre- 
paredness measure in case of breaks, 
it was decided by the Vitaphone 
authorities there had been so few 
interruptions that the precaution 
could be dispensed with. 


De Sart told of three months’ ex- 
periences at the Criterion in New 
York during the run of “Wings.” 
He referred to the difficulty of 
pleasing the mass. Where one per- 
son would complain of the noise 
“splitting the ear drums,” another 
would insist he had been to war, 
and that to make the picture real- 
istic there must be a lot more noise. 

*In pictures of this type,” said De 
Sart, “the management of any thea- 
tre is going to have its troubles 
with its sound effects.” oo 


Substitute Singers 


The employment of a substitute 
singer for a player with an inade- 
quate voice was practically out of 
the question, said Crosland. One 
experiment of that sort was enough 
for him, he said. This was where 
Warner Oland was called upon to 
fill the role of a cantor. A real 
cantor was placed in the wings and 
Oland’s lips were photographed in 
synchronization with the singer's 
words; the result was not satis- 
fatecory, said the director. 
Mechanical Translation 


William DeMille suggested it was 
up to the scientists to invent a ma- 
chine that automatically would 
translate English into French, Ger- 
man and other tongues. 

“After what we've heard, I 
wouldn't put it past them,” replied 
one of his confreres. 

J. Stuart Blackton, the chairman 
of the session, described the early 
difficulties of American  picture- 
makers in meeting restrictions im- 
posed upon them by the difference in 
customs of foreign countries. He 
cited, for example, the ban of the 
American custom of kissing upon 
the mouth in public, saying no 
French theatre would show a picture 
containing such-action. He pointea 
out that the use of words would cul- 
tivate a new crop of things to be 
avoided. 

“This condition may force French- 
men to look at French pictures and 
Germans to look at German pictures 
and so revolutionize the making of 
foreign productions,” commented De 
Mille. 

“Once the foreigners learn that we 
are becoming accustomed to lan- 
guage in pictures and will increas- 
ingly demand that addition it will 
be found even more impossible for 
their films to be sold in the Ameri- 
can market,” said Blackton. “There 
isn't in France sufficient business 
obtainable to return the cost on first 
class pictures.” 

“Then this new plan is going to 
take away from us the great thing 
we have claimed for the pictures— 
universality,” said De Mille. “But 
inasmuch as the introduction of 
American ‘ilms into Europe has re- 
sulted in Furopeans wearing Ameri- 
can hats and shoes and about every- 
thing else so we may be sure that in 
a ccuple of generations from now all 
Europeans will be speaking English 
so they may continue to see and also 
understand American films.” 

An independent producer contem- 
plating the use of sound devices in 
a Single picture may secure them at 
a cost ranging from $8,000 to $25,000, 
said Levinson. All first-class houses 
should be in a position to project 
sound pictures in a year and a half, 
he estimated. 

“How is this new development go- 
ing to affect the art form of motion 
picture stories?” asked De Mille, 
turning serious. “Is it going to be 
simply a photographic reproduction 
of a stage play or is it going to be 
the foundation of a new motion pic- 
ture art in the methoc of telling a 
story? 

Canned Plays 

“It is a wonderful thing to be able 

to photograph a stage performance 
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READE’S OWN STOCK 


Opening June 11 for Summer at} 


Columbia, New York 


A summer burlesque stock policy, 
directed by Walter Reade person- 
ally, will be imstalled in the Co- 
lumbia, New York, June 11, follow- 
ing the last of the Mutual booked 
shows in there for the present 
season, 

Prices will remain unchanged. 
Mike Joyce will continue as house 
manager. 

According to Reade the new stock 
project will not be directed in any 
way by the Mutual wheel people. 


Tab Mgrs. Beat Case 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Thomas Dalton and Robert 
Whalen arrested on a charge of 
presenting an indecent performance 
in connection with their musical tab, 
“Hot Mamma,” won their case be- 
fore two superior court judges who 
ruled that a municipal ordinance 
was unconstitutional. 

The showmen faced 50 days in 
the hoosegow if found guilty. 


BURLESQUE CLOSINGS 


Burlesque shows closing 
week are: 

“Stolen Sweets,” Empi.e, Brook- 
lyn; “Record Breakers,” Grand, 
Akron; “French Maids,” Pittsburgh; 
“Broadway Scandals,” Star, Brook- 
lyn; “Merry Whirl,” Indianapolis; 
“Sweet Sweeties,” Hurtig & Sea- 
mon’s Music Hall, New York. 

Houses listed as closing this week 
are the Gayety, Brooklyn; Empire, 
Providence; Empire, Brooklyn; 
Grand, Akron; Lyceum, Canton; 
Haymarket and Empress, Chicago; 
Star, Brooklyn; Mutual, Indianapo- 
lis, and Hurtig & Seamon’s, New 
York. 


this 


Burlesque Engagements 

With Philadelphia Stock Co., Do- 
lores Dupont, Vera Vance. 

With “Flapper Fashions,” I. J. Irv- 
ing and Co. 

Betty and Buddy Abbott signed 
by Joe Hurtig for next season with 
“The Social Maids.” 


Smith and Nichols Signed 

Walter Smith and Buddy Nichols 
have been signed by Hurtig and 
Seamon for “Social Maids” next 
season. 

The show is one of a trio which 
Hurtig and Seamon will operate 
over the Mutual Circuit next sea- 
son, 


Burlesque Routes 


Week of May 21 
Bare Facts—Columbia, Cleveland. 
Bowery Burlesquers—Columbia, N. Y. C. 
Bright Eyes—Empire, Toledo. 
Dixon's Big Revue—Cadillac, Detroit. 
from the Follies—Empire, Provi- 
ence. 


Girls of the U. S. A.—Gayety, Montreal. 
Laffin’ Thru-—Lyceum, Canton. 
Parisian Fiappers—Majestic, Albany. 


@ Red Hots—Academy, Pittsburgh. 
Sugar Babies—Howard, Boston. 


The new development, after all, is 
simply more or less a practical re- 
production of an old art form, which 
is the theatre. 

“What effect will this new form 
have on scenarios? I don't know 
the answer, possibly no one here 
knows it. But I think the answer 
is in the egg, right now and some- 
where, 

“How will the elements of speech 
and silent action be combined?” 

Theatre or Picture 

‘It is the close-up that differenti- 
ates the new art,” said Blackton, tell” 
ing how that factor brings a speaker 
“right down to us.” Describing how 
he had been impressed by the per- 
formance of Al Jolson (“Jazz 
Singer’), the speaker told how the 
revelation of the player’s personality 
as disclosed in a close-up had re- 
versed his previous antagonism to 
the new form because it “reflected 
the personality of the individual 
on the screen.” 

“The right method will not be that 
intermittent power of speech,” de- 
clared De Mille, “whereby the play- 
ers are speakers one moment ana 
speechless the next. The suggestion 
is not that these people are dumb, 
but that they are silent. The first 
sound of the voice may bring a 
thrill, but when that voice ceases 
it brings a shock. 

“This new art at the present time 
is between two kinds of convention 
—of the theatre on the one side and 
the stage on the other. The picture 
does hot sound real when players 
talk one minute and can't talk the 
next. 

“If they talk all the way through 
we have the theatre. If they don’t 
talk we have the picture.” 


Burlesque Stock in 
Experiment With M. 


Detroit, May 15. 

Jim Bennett has returned from 
New York, where he completed en- 
gagements for the summer stock at 
Izzy Seidenberg’s Cadillac (Mutual) 
The hot season policy opens with ra 
midnight show after the last wheel 
performance of the season, May 26, 

The stock will be elaborate, with 
a permanent m. c. in Harry Abbott 
and the three shakers, Ann Corio, 
Peggy Gilligam and Ella Sears re. 
maining. Bennett picked Jessie 
MacDonald in New York, while 
other principal women will be added 
along with a chorus of 24. 

Men engaged are Bud Purcell, 
Jack Reynolds, Joe Hill, Irving 
Jacobs and Harry Feldman. 


One Detroit Burlesque 
Stock Ends Its Season 


Detroit, May 15. 

Broadway Strand, first of down- 
town Detroit's five stock burlesque 
places to call quits, goes dark this 
week. The Broadway entered the 
race quite late and never threat- 
ened hectic opposition. 

Billy Exton, operating the bur- 
lesque policy for the Stott Realty 
Company, owner of the house, has 
returned to the outdoor field in the 
east with the Ringling show. 

The Broadway Strand was once 
the class picture house of Detroit. 
It will not be open this summer un- 
less the Stott people locate a 
taker. 


Columbia in Cut Rates 


For the first time since the Co- 
lumbia, New York, started on its 
burlesque career, its seats got into 
the cut rates last week, and are 
still there. 

About 50 of the $1.50 and 50 of the 
$1 orchestra seats landed at Le- 
blang’s. No one wanted any for the 
first few days. Many would have 
taken them under the impréssion 
they were for “Burlesque,” the legit 
attraction at the Plymouth. 

Finally a few were sold, but there 
are no indications that the Leblang 
subscribers are intensely interested 
in two-a-day leg shows. 

Walter Reade, the new operator 
of the Columbia, got the Leblang 
idea. Walter was in the cut rate 
business once himself. He knows 
a lot about it since that project cost 
him plenty before passing out. 


Minskys’ Dramatics 


Mark Linder has engaged with 
Minsky Brothers to author and pro- 
duce a series of dramatic playlets 
to be produced in conjunction with 
stock burlesque at the National 
Winter Garden, New York. 


DES MOINES GARRICK OUT 
Des Moines, Ia., May 15. 

The Garrick here closed its bur= 
lesque season of thirty-seven weeks 
last week with a return of “Dim- 
pled Darlings.” 

Burlesque will be presented here 
next season, but at another theatre, 
as the Garrick will reopen in the 
fall as a dramatic stock house and 
wlil be renamed “The President.” 


BURLESQUERS FINED 


Detroit, May 15. 

Doreen Farmen and Romayne De 
Tonnencourt, arrest@d at the Na- 
tional (stock burlesque) on indecent 
performance charges, were fined $25 
and costs each. 

Judge Jeffries gave them choice 
of 30 days. 


DAN DODY NO CUT 
Dan Dody, who has been directing 
the runway numbers at the Co- 
lumbia, New York, severed connece- 
tions with the house Saturday night 
He refused to stand for a cut under 
the new house regime of Walter 
Reade. 
Dan will now devote all his time 
to his commercial interests. 


TRENTON TABS 


Musical tabs went in as the sume 
mer policy at the Lincoln, Trenton 
N. J., this week, with Kessler and 
Rose booking. 

House formerly played a vaudfilm 
policy, the vaude booked independ- 
ently. 


NEWARK STOCK OUT 
The proposed summer stock bum 
lesque for the Lyric, Newark. N. J 
has been called off with the house 
going dark at the end of the Mutual 


wheel season there this week. 
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7 PRISONERS WALK OUT 
ON 47TH ST. POLICE 


commotion Over Jail Delivery 
—Everybody Investigating 


While every available patrolman 
and detective attached to the West 
4ith street station, under the com- 
mand of Captain Edward Lennon, 
pegan the hunt for seven prisoners 
who made their escape from a cor- 
yidor window in the condemned cell 
plock of the old West 47th street 
station early Saturday morning, 
Chief Inspector Lahey, with Deputy 
chief Inspector James S. Bolan and 
Inspector Lewis Valentine continued 
their investigation yesterday in the 
West 47th street station house to 
fix the blame. 

It is common gossip that a whole- 
sale shakeup in the station house 
will take place. Two lieutenants 
and two doormen will undoubtedly 
be struck by the official axe that is 
being sharpened by Police Commis- 
sioner Joseph E. Warren. It is said 
that the new police commissioner 
has rid the department of more men 
than any of his predecessors. 

Captain Edward Lennon has an 
exeellent record in the police de- 
partment. For years he was at- 
tached to the detective bureau and 
probably knows more about the 
sleuth racket than many in the job. 
He has personally joined the hunt 
for the fugitive felons. 

The detectives attached to In- 
spector Lewis Valentine’s staff raid- 
ed an alleged speakeasy at 345 West 
bith street, early Saturday morning. 
Sixteen men were seized in the 
place, including the alleged proprie- 
tor who was charged with violating 
the Volstead law. The other prison- 
ers were charged with suspicion of 
astatutory crime. The raid was led 
by “Zeke” Keller, captain under 
Valentine, and whom all Broadway 
fears. 

The men were arrested as sus- 
pects in connection with a criminal 
assault on Mrs. Catherine Zito, 22, 
of 200 West 96th street. She alleged 
she was outraged by seven men in 
the speakeasy on May 3. Follow- 
ing the raid the men were taken 
to the West 47th street station. 
They were fingerprinted and almost 


all found to have long “Lemon” 
(criminal) sheets. 
Soon after incarceratcd in the 


archaic jail that has been disused 
for years, the fugitives forced a 
small bar in the corridor window 
and fled over the rear yards to 
West 47th street. The discovery 
was made in the morning when the 
prisoners were to be taken to head- 
quarters for the lineup and others 
for arraignment in West Side court. 
No Suspensions 

John Halpern, 24 years in the 
department, was the doorman on 
duty. Halpern has an_ excellent 
record. He was unable to explain 
the “jail delivery.” Inspector Val- 
entine, it is said, spoke in his favor 
When the commissioner 
his immediate suspension. 

Thus far there have been no sus- 
pensions. The investigation is be- 


suggested 


ing conducted by Bolan. Meantime 
Officers off duty are spending their 
time running down clues. 

The escape of the prisoners is 
Said to be the largest in the city, 
according to a search of the police 
records, 

The eight 


prisoners remaining in 
the cells in 


the station house were 
arraigned in West Side court be- 
fore Magistrate Edward Weil on the 
*narges of suspicion of rape and 
aiding ana abetting in the escape 
of prisoners. The court freed the 
men on both charges because of lack 
of evidence. 


GARDEN FIGHTERS LET OFF 


Murray Render, 1802 Ocean Park- 
Way, and William Dow, 951 East 
43rd street, Brooklyn, received sus- 
Pended sentences by Magistrate 
Rosenbluth in West Side Court. 
Both men pleaded guilty. 

They were arrested March 9 by 
Detective John Broderick, head of 
the Industrial Squad, in the lobby 
°f Madison Square Garden during 
the bicycle races. Broderick charged 
the men engaged ina fight, and that 
Render kicked him while Dow 
_— ht hold of him around the neck. 
Following the arrest, Render ac- 
cused the detective of fraeturing 
Us jaw, while Dow said he was 
Mickea in the stomach, After the 
had pleaded guilty, Magistrate 
“senbluth @ecided to suspend sen- 


+ 
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TIMES SQUARE 
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Caesar the Gyp 


The Little Club retiring room 
attendant whom Arthur Caesar 
traded a four-line poem for a 
towel, is complaining that the 
Caesarian body gyped him. 

Having promised him an 
original verse in lieu of a cash 
gratuity, Caesar palmed off a 
stanza by Robert Burns with 
his name signed to it. The 
lyrical washroom attendant on 
checking up discovered that 
Bobby Burns’ was_— ghost- 

. authoring for Caesar. 


— | 


Waiter Loaned Girl Friend 
Wife’s Jewelry; Wants It 


“He never told me he was mar- 
ried, your honor. He invited me to 
a dance and gave me several pieces 
of jewelry. He told me I had nice 
hands and that the rings would be- 
come me. He told me that he 
wanted to make his friends envious 
by having me wear the jewelry he 
gave me,’ so declared Ira Anse, 
waitress, living at 210 West 104th 
street and employed at the Saint 
Hubert Hotel, 120 West 57th street, 
to Magistrate Rosenbluth in West 
Side Court. 

The waitress was haled to court 
on a summon. by Bill Constant, 
waiter, of 330 West 49th street, and 
living with his wife, Mary. The 
latter came to court with her hus- 
bnad. Constant is employed at the 
St. Regis Hotel, but had formerly 
worked at the St. Hubert, where he 
met Ira. 

Constant told the court that his 
wife was ill last March and that he 
invited Ira to a ball at the Hote) 
Astor. “I loaned her my _ wife’s 
wrist watch, bracelet and other 
jewelry to make a showing,” said 
the Greek waiter. “Several days 
later I sought the return of my 
wife’s jewelry, but had no luck,” he 
said. 

“T pleaded with her. 
the stuff was in hock. 
wife’s jewelry,” 
Constant. 

The court dismissed the summons 
and Ira was free. 

Constant told reporters that. he 
was going to sue for his wife's 
jewelry. 


She told me 
I want my 
plaintively said 


CRUDE BANDIT CAUGHT 


Struck Girl Bookkeeper in Para- 
mount Bldg. Hallway 


William Doyle, 28, 210 West 84th 
street, who hails from California 
and says he is part owner of a 
speakeasy, was held without bail for 
further hearing when arraigned be- 
fore Magistrate Weil in West Side 
Court on a charge of rebbery. 

Doyle was arrested after a chase 
in Broadway after he had slugged 
Catherine MeNey, 21, 7 Linden 
Boulevard, Brooklyn, on the head 
with a bludgeon in a hallway of 
the Paramount theatre building. 
Miss MeNey, who is bookkeeper for 
Walgren & Co., druggists, on the 
ground floor of the building, was 
only slightly injured. 

The young woman had been in- 
structed to go to the Chemical Na- 
tional Bank, in the same building, 
to deposit $1,495. The money was 
wrapped in blue paper. She left the 
store and walked into a semi-pri- 
vate hall. Doyle suddenly appeared 
and without warning struck her on 
the head, 

The foree of the blow was suf- 
ficient to bow! the girl over. She 
screamed as she fell and attracted 
others in the hallway. Doyle, as he 


struck her, plucked the package 
away from her and started to run. 
He got to the street and started 
south. 


A dozen or more took up the 
chase shouting as they ran. At 43rd 
street and Broadway were Detec- 
tives States and Miller, Broadway 
squad, They saw Doyle running 
toward them and nabbed him. He 
was taken back to the drug store 
where Miss McNey was being at- 
tended for a laceration of the scalp. 
She identified him. 

At West 47th street station Doyle 
would not say why he had picked 
out such a busy spot or how he 
learned the girl carried the money. 


Sid Morehouse, FEn¢lish actor, 
sails for his home in England 
May 26. 


The Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America, presided over by 
Pete Woodhull, this week moved 


from 745 Seventh avenne to less 
cramped headqvarters at 1650 
} Broadway. 


LILLIAN BOND SAYS 
HUBBY ANNOYS HER 


Married Schulman in London 
After Swift Courtship— 
Secures Summons 


Lillian Bond (Mrs, Harry Alfred 
Schulman), 20, who has appeared in 
Cc. B. Cochran's Revue, London, ap- 
peared in West Side Court and ob- 
tained a summons against her hus- 
band, Harry Alfred Schulman, of 48 
West 70th street, charging that her 
husband has continually annoyed 
her. Magistrate Edward Weil is- 
sued the summons and it will be 
heard today (Wednesday). 

Schulman is said to be connected 
with the National Stage Children’s 
Association, 562 5th avenue. Lillian 
came to court accompanied by her 
mother, They are living at 50 West 
70th street. Harry lives opposite. 
Mrs. Schulman told the reporters 
she quit her husband four weeks 
ago when he thumped her on the 
back at Broadway and 50th street. 

“That was the straw that broke 
the camel’s back,” said the English 
dancer. “No one knows what I 
have suffered,” she continued. “I 
have had plenty. I know when Il 
have enough,” she added. 

She claimed that four weeks ago 
she with her mother, Harry and the 
latter’s mother were on Broadway 
and 50th street. Harry wanted all 
to go to a certain movie, she said. 
She declined. “Then he thumped 
me,” said the dancer, 

“We had been living then at the 
Chalfonte Hotel. Mother and I went 
home and packed our belongings 
and sought new quarters at our 
present address. Still continuing to 
annoy me Harry moved directly 
across from where mother and I 
were living,” she stated. 

Speedy Love 

“What a fool Pve been, About a 
little over a year ago he came to 
London and posed as a big the- 
atrical magnate of New York. He 
said he had tremendous wealth. 
Wanted me to share it. He saw me 
in Cochran's Revue and sat in the 
audience for two nights. 

“He began to make speedy love. 
He suggested we get married. ‘I 
am aman of action, he said, when 
I asked him to give me a chance to 
get my breath. He told me of his 
many autos, servants, apartment 
houses and endless other fairy tales. 

“However, I married him in a 
church in London. We went to 
Paris and returned to London. Then, 
with mother, we sailed for New 
York, What a life. One continual 
battle. He kept nagging me, Of 
course I found out that his tale of 
wealth was untrue,” Miss Bond 
said. 

“T was about to sign up for a long 
contract with Cochran when he 
married me, Since coming here I 
sought work, He has prevented me. 
I visit booking agents and he storms 
the place with the result booking 
agents want nothing to do with me. 
I make a few dollars posing for ar- 
tists and photographers, but that is 
all,” she declared. 

Miss Bond stated that she ex- 
pected to land a job with Earl] Car- 
roll, 

Miss 


3erri’s 


3ond was formerly in Beth 
act, “A Night of Follies.” 
She is a London beaut and was lit- 
erally a toast of the town when the 
American promoter came over on a 
publicity idea to England and wooed 
and married her in three days. Shul- 
man is known to show business for 
the professional kiddie entertain- 
ments he stages on Sunday night 
concerts. 


HOLMES LIKES TO RIDE 


And Got 20 Days, for Doing It With- 
out Settling 


Granville Darby Holmes, 35, 579 
5th avenue, L. I. City, who said he 
was a vaudeville actor, has a pen- 
chant for taxicabs, particularly 
when he is broke. As a result 
Holmes is a city guest for 20 days 
at Welfare Island. 

Holmes engaged a taxicab and 
after riding around some time de- 
cided to inform the chauffeur he 
had no funds. The chauffeur drove 
him to West 47th street station to 
keep him from getting other taxi 
men in trouble. 


In West Side Court Holmes 
| pleaded guilty to an intoxication 
charge, His fingerprint record 


‘showed that his last appearance in 
lcourt was Feb. 9, 1928, when he had 
| failed to pay a taxi bill and was 
sentenced to 10 days in the Work- 
house. 

Magistrate HKosenbluth decided to 
jraise it to 20 days this time. 


| 
| 


and 


Columnists Talking 


“What's worse than a kibit- 
zer with  halitosis?’ asked 
Walter Winchell of Karl K. 
Kitchen. 

“A near-sighted kibitzer with 
halitosis,” said O. O, McIntyre 
to Mark Hellinger. 


Judge Exasperated at 
Attitude Toward Robber 


Refusing to permit a withdrawal 
in the burglary charge against Ed- 
ward Reid, 18, soda clerk, residing 
at 220 West 49th street, Magistrate 
Abraham Rosenbluth, in West Side 
Court, directed Assistant District 
Attorney John Hennis, in West Side 
Court, to lay the facts before the 
grand jury. 

Reid was arrested by Detectives 
James Lyons and George Ferguson, 
of the West 47th street station. He 
was seen to enter the apartment of 
Jack Wall, said to be Jack Demp- 
sey’s theatrical manager, who has 
an apartment on the 10th floor of 
the Hotel Forest, 224 West 49th 
street. 

The defendant is charged with 
crossing the roof of the Markwell, 
where he was living, to the roof of 
the Forest, then down the fire es- 
cape to Wall’s apartment, where he 
is alleged to have entered by way 
of a window. He was seen to enter 
by a bellhop, who saw him emerge 
with several hundred dollars’ worth 
of Wall’s clothing. The stuff was 
wrapped in Wall’s bathrobe, 


The bellhop phoned for the house 
sleuth and they seized the defendant 
on the firescape on the 10th floor. 
Reid was brought to the lobby, 
while Lyons and Ferguson were 
notified, They then took Reid to 
the detective bureau. 

Reid also admitted robbing the 
apartment of Leo Kammerman, 
manager of the Silver Slipper caba- 
ret. Kammerman lives on the 14th 
floor of the Forest Hotel. His apart- 
ment was burglarized two days be- 
fore Wall’s was looted. About $250 
worth of his clothing was taken. 
He reported his loss to Ferguson 
and Lyons. They questioned Reid 
about the burglary and they say 
he admitted it. 

Protecting Record 

In court Wall declined to pro- 
secute Reid, stating through the 
district attorney he expected to 
leave for the Coast. Kammerman 
was then asked to be the com- 
Plainant against Reid. He also de- 
clined, declaring he did not want 
to mar the defendant’s record. 

The Court became exasperated. 
“You can’t besmirch the defendant’s 
record when he admits that he en- 
tered two apartments on separate 
occasions, If it were an isolated case 
I might agree with you. But where 
the defendant deliberately returns 
to the hotel and pburglarizes an- 
other apartment I am satisfied no 
good can come of him,” said the 
Court. 

Magistrate Rosenbluth directed 
that Wall and Kammerman be 
served with subpoenas to make cer- 
tain their appearance in court. Reid 
will probably be indicted before his 
case is called again in West Side 
Court. 


Hotel Beat and Bad | 


Check Passer Held, 


Charged with being a hotel beat 


and said to be wanted by the de- 
tectives of the West 30th street sta- 
tion for passing worthless checks 


for merchandise, Harry Jackmowitz, 
43, salesman, stopping at the Knick- 
erbocker Hotel, West 47th street, 


was held for trial in Special Ses- 
sions. Magistrate Rosenbluth fixed | 
no bail. 


Jackmowitz was arrested at 
Broadway and 47th street by Detec- 
tives Meehan and Fitzgerald, of the 
West 47th street station, When 
brought to West Side Court, Bill 
Shanahan, manager of the Hotel 
Lincoln, stated to the Court that 
Jackmowitz had stopped at the Lin- 
coln and “blew,” owing $35, for 
which he gave a rubber check. 

Detective Sheehan, of the West 
30th street station was in court and 
ready to arrest Jackmowitz, he said, 
for phoney cheeks he had issued to 
furriers. Shanahan stated to the 
Court that he was one representa- 
tive of hotels in Times Square that 
goes to court to prosecute and not 
to collect on spurious checks. 

The Court praised his attitude 
said if other hotels did the 
came that there would be less pass- 
ing of rubber checks in the hotel 
district. 
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Big Roadhouse Profits 
Chopped Off by Cops 


Netting $180,000 in three weeks is 
the record of the Lama Linda road- 
house 15 miles outside of Houston, 
Texas, Which was wrecked by State 
troopers last week at the conclusion 
of its third week in business, be- 
cause of official ire towards the 
roadhouse'’s gambling proclivities. 

Catering to a wealthy newly rich 
oil bunch from around the Texan 
oil territory, the Loma Linda im- 
ported special talent from New 
York, booked through Lou Irwin, a 
new show coming down every fort- 
night. 

The Keller Sisters and Lyneh 
were to have opened the night of 
the raid, never showing. Arthur 
Brown, the m. e. from the Club 
Richman, was being held over for 
an additional two weeks, but also 
didn't start on his renewal period. 
The acts, however, were paid off, 
including return fares to New York, 

The troopers dismissed everybody 
quietly from the Loma Linda and 
then set about making a thorough 
wreckage job of the roulette wheels 
and other gambling accessories. 

Brown states that $50,000 side bets 
or wagers on a number were quite 
common and added that a smart 
dame from Broadway could have 
annexed five or six g’s for herself 
if she knew her stuff with “the 
boys.” 

The hostesses in Houston worked 
too nice compared to the Broadway 
specie, it is said. 


George Miller, Pianist, 
Fined for Beating Woman 


A fine of $25 was imposed on 
George Miller, 30, 1045 Ocean ave- 
nue, Brooklyn, piano player and or- 
chestra leader in cabarets, when 
before Magistrate Rosenbluth in 
West Side Court on a disorderly 
conduet eharge, 

Policeman Kelly, Arsenal station, 
said he was attracted by screams 
at 59th street and Broadway. He 
saw Miller run from the subway 
and go north. He said he called to 
him to stop but Miller paid no ate 
tention but finally halted when two 
shots were fired at him. 

Miller was brought back to the 
subway where the cop said he found 
a woman on a bench. The police- 
man said he was told Miller had 
struck the woman several blows in 
the face, The musician denied this, 
He said his companion had fainted 
and he earried her to the bench 
where she was found. 

As he did so, he said, several men 
approached and accused him of 
Striking her and was about to beat 
him up when he started to run to 
get away from them. Magistrate 
Rosenbluth was not impressed with 
the story, particularly when he ad- 
mitted he had deserted his woman 
companion, and imposed the $23 
fine. 

“JUST A GOOD FELLOW” 

Leaving two notes to his supere- 
iors explaining his act, Harry Wate 
nelie, 25, soda jerker, employed at 
Liggetts drug store, 83 Columbus 
avenue, was arraigned in West Side 
Court before Magistrate Abraham 


Rosenbluth on the charge of bur- 
'glary and held in bail of $5,000 for 
(the action of the Grand Jury. 


Watnelie was unable to get the ball. 

The soda clerk roomed at 46 West 
street. was arrested by De- 
tectives Charles Moran and Corne- 
Manning of the West 68th street 
station when given treatment for 


;}two discolored eyes and contusions 


of the sealp after he had been 
robbed and beaten, he said, by two 
men who forced him to burg)arize 
the drugstore, 

Watnelie was found bleeding and 
helpless at 53d street and 6th avenue 


by a patrolman of the West 47th 
street station. When he recovered 
sufficiently he told the police that 
two men had forced him to rob 
his employers. He was then com- 


manded by the two, he said, to go 
to a speakeasy on West 54th street. 

After he had spent some of the 
loot on the pair he said they left, 
Outside of the place the two pointed 
a gun at him and then began to beat 
him. They took more than $400 
from him, he said. Tle told the de- 
tectives, the latter averred, that he 
entered the drugstore with a key. 
Inside, he was forced to write two 


notes of revret to his bosses, exe 
plaining that some day he would 
make good the loss, Tapping the 
cash of $462 he and his two come 
panions left. They then went to 
j the speakeasy and vought some 
liquor. 

|} “This is what I get for being 
,a good fellow,” said Watnelie, 
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Among the Women 


By the Skirt 


The Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
ANN CODEE 
(Palace Theatre) 


At the Palace 
The opening act at the Palace, The Almys, take no chances with 


the theatre orchestra. 


They have a girl sitting in a niche with a harp. 


She wore a white satin dress made with a double flounce of meline. 
Marion Lent, brought to the stage Monday's mat in the George Sidney 


act, was in a flaming red ensemble, 


Crystal Herne, in a new sketch by Edgar Allan Woolf, called ‘The 


Woman in Black,” showed two black gowns. 


One was covered with a 


black lace coat and the other, an evening gown, was of taffeta with a 
diamond embroidery that reached over each shoulder and down the front 


of the skirt. 


Nitza Vernille, in an elaborate dancing act, had several changes. 
A blue chiffon was made with full skirt and flowing sleeves. Grey velvet 


with full skirt had tight sleeves. 


A ruffled taffeta evening wrap covered 


a three tiered white taffeta frock. The ruffles were wired and carried 


a design of red and blue. 


Three huge tassels of yarn hung from one side. 


A unique cowboy costume was mostly of gold. The short pants, however, 


were black velvet at the rear. 


A sofa covered with at least two dozen 


attractive cushions helped pass the time away while the dancer made 


her changes. 


Ann Codee (with Frank Orth) was in a black velvet coat trimmed with 
gold. The pattern that edged the coat was a cut out design. A high 
collar was lined with a plain gold cloth and a small hat was very French. 


Shell pink was the second change. 
longish waist and a short flounce. 
liants. 


The chiffon gown was made with a 
The flounce was studded with bril- 
While the gown was sleeveless there was a high collar. 


At the Paramount 
Paul Ash was introduced to the audiences which have crowded the 
Paramount ever since his arrival by 10 girls dressed in men suits of 


brown coats and tan trousers. 
himself. 
coats. 


Mr. Ash wore the same combination 
His men were in white trousers and mahogany colored velvet 


Rubye Keeler, appearing twice, wore first pale blue velvet pants with 


matching blouse of chiffon. 
tiny pants. 
changed. 


It was a lovely shade of pink. 


Diamond buttons trimmed the sides of the 
Her second costume was the same with only the color 


The Ormonde Sisters were rather old fashioned in a combination of 


blue and pink costumes, 
in their several numbers. 


John Tiller Girls looked familiarly dressed 
However, 


the black and white half skirt 


costumes and the green and peach flowered dresses are lovely enough 


to repeat many times. 
Beebe Daniels’ in 
elothes. 


“The Fifty-Fifty Girl” 
She showed a suspender dress and a fitch coat, 


film wore no important 


Gray Matter 


By Mollie Gray 


(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 


The Step-Near Girl 

“Stand and Deliver” was appar- 
ently the bandit’s slogan, and he 
even posed for his picture with his 
gun “pointed straight at the cam- 
era, just like children who shoot 
their fathers do for the “Graphic.” 
Rod La Rocque went looking for 
adventure and found it. A mule- 
power elevator was the most inter- 
esting thing in it. Lupe Velez is 
in her customary screen role of 
throwing herself at some hero, and 
she’s lovely, too. She'll be named 
the “Leap Year Girl,” keeping it up. 
Only a Greek costume (so the screen 
said) and a final moment in all 
that could be seen of her wrap, a 
white fox collar, were her only 
chances to dress, and one to re- 
verse. 


Spotlight for Capsized 
Worries of a movie fan: How 
many years was Eugene Gilbert 
waiting for Hobart BRosworth’s ship 
to arrive, perhaps spending all her 
time on the wharves watching for 
‘it, and how did she know it when 
she saw it, and suppose it hadn't 
arrived even 25 years later? “After 
the Storm” came a wedding, and 
the storm had some heavy moments. 
Luckily the capsized pair had a 
comforting spotlight, though all was 

inky blackness about them. 
Eugenit’s wardrobe was not the 
reason the hero fell in love with 
her. They were clothes built for 


gervice, long hard service, but in 
keeping with the character. In 
“After the Storm” are plenty of 


taxis (modern version), 


Dumb Enough Role 

Eyes so capable of thut wide- 
eyed wonder expression as Madge 
Bellamy’s must be a terrible lia- 
bility. Roles dumb enough to fit it 
will probably be her regular cinema 
diet. “The Play Girl,” except in the 
moments the villain is kidding the 
hero, is too stupid for either word 
or action. The villain’s experience 
had taught him something good 
anyway, a taste in women’s clothes 
and a practiced eye for size. 

A wrap of white caracul, it look- 
ed like, with collar of white monkey 
fur was fitted to the waist, but 
flared from there making a very ood 
looking affair to the camera and the 
audience. Another wrap of white 


velvet had its wide sleeves spanxsled 
nearly to the shoulder, white fox 
for a collar, 

Of course Miss Bellamy was only 


trying to be a play girl but her 
example certainly dressed the part. 
Think of a tight-fitting gown with 
a large reptile pattern back and 
front and not thinking back either 
but in this day and age. Shades 
of Theda Bara! 


Fans Get a Break 

The Roxy has finally given the 
picture fans a break with “Hang- 
man’s House.” About time, before 
it lost the name of being a picture 
theatre. Picture at least explains 
why Ireland is so full of fairy tales 
and ghost stories. Interesting cam- 
era work, and probably authentic 
since a Margaret Clancy is film 
editor. 

June Collyer looked sweet in her 
various riding outfits, one a heavy 
coat, soft felt hat and a wool scarf, 
another more dressy and of black 
with velvet collar and topped by 
a shining silk hat that would have 
to be measured by its shadow. 
Rides side-saddle gracefully, too. 
Her wedding dress was mostly lace, 
using only silk for the tight bodice, 
and the veil entirely of lace. 


The Great Unshaved 
Richard Barthelmess surrounds 
himself with tal! players, high- 
backed chairs, and by stooping his 
shoulders and curling himself up 
succeeds in looking like a boy in 
“Kentucky Courage.” ~ A southern 
picture without a horse race. 
Several of the great unshaved 
finally get their names in print, 
Nelson McDowell being one. Molly 
O'Day had no competition on ap- 
pearance in Doris Dawson, even 
though Doris wore hoopskirts and 
plumed hats. Doris can put her 
chin in the air in the best southern 
manner, but otherwise didn’t seem 
anything to leave the mountains 
and the Union for. 


64 Good Reasons 
Roxy orchestra and ensemble did 
themselves proud with impressions 


of “Faust.” “The Miser'’s Death” 
left some doubt about his final des- 
tination, 

“The Spirit of Tabor,” appro- 
priately backed by cranes, ete., was 
original and clever. The 32 Roxy- 
ettes hod their 64 good  easons for 
ponularity added new routine 
With folded arms; very good A 
moon and @ gondola always brings 


on a duct, 


? ither raudy tinal 


a7 


and that in turn br« rhit | 
on all the company for a neat bal- | who has s 


ilet and a | wife, 


Ritzy 

The career of Michael Arlen has 
been a picturesque one! This Ar- 
menian, who spent some years in 
England, finally blossomed forth as 
a best seller with his novels ‘These 
Charming People,” “Mayfair” and 
“The Green Hat.” From the drama- 
tization of the latter he accumulated 
a fortune. Then he began writing 
a comedy entitled “The Aristocrat.” 
Weeks dragged into months and the 
work is still unfinished. 

After emerging from obscurity, 
and while on the crest of the wave, 
Arlen created comment in Paris by 
his constant attendance on an 
American heiress, Lela Emery. Lela 
is a daughter of Mrs. Alfred Anson, 
of New York and Bar Harbor. Her 
father was John J. Emery, of Cin- 
cinnati, who left many millions. 
One of her brothers, John J. Emery, 
married Mrs. Gibson Post, daughter 
of Charles Dana Gibson. The sis- 
ter, Audrey, married the Grand Duke 
Dmitri, of Russia, and is known as 
Princess Ilynski. Lela’s step-father 
Alfred Anson, is a son of the late 
Earl of Litchfield, and the uncle of 
the present Earl. 

After that romance waned, Arlen 
became engaged to the Countess 
Mercatl, 


Ritzy Party 

Among the most prominent hosts 
in Paris is the immensely rich 
Ralph B. Strassburger, formerly of 
Philadelphia. A son of the late 
Jacob Strassburger, he married 
Mary Bourne, heiress daughter of 
the late Commodore Frederick G. 
Bourne, president of the Singer 
Sewing Machine Co. Strassburger 
recently gave a banquet.at the Ritz, 
the guests entertained by two 
Southern girls, the Misses Lawkin 
and Ward, whose plantation songs 
were previously heard at Palm 
Beach. The party included Prince 
and Princess Obolensky (Alice 
Astor), the Grand Duke Dmitri and 
Princess Ilynski, George Gershwin, 
whose “Rhapsody in Blue” has cap- 
tured Paris, and Cole Porter, the 
American composer, who played 
some of his latest melodies. Michael 
Arlen was present, as well as the 
Duchess of Sutherland and the 
Grand Duchess Marie of Russia. 

Ritzy? You said it! 


Melville Ellis’s Successor 


The Duchess of Manchester has 
been in New York on one of her in- 
frequent visits to America. Orig- 
inally Helena Zimmermann, of Cin- 
cinnati, her late father, a million- 
aire, had business dealings with the 
late King Leopold of Belgium. At 
the time of her marriage with the 
Duke, whose mother, the late Con- 
suelo Yznaga, was an American, 
His Grace employed the late Mel- 
ville Ellis as private secretary, and 
Ellis accompanied the bridal pair 
on their honeymoon. Later Mel- 
ville became an important person- 
age with the Shuberts, finally ap- 
pearing in vaudeville with Irene 
Bordoni, his Shubert position, ap- 
propriately enough, being taken by 
Ernest Romaine Simmons. 


Parisian Dressmakers 


Paul Poiret, the famous French 
dressmaker, has made costumes for 
many American actresses, and is 
known to scores of them who visit 
Paris. Interest is therefore taken in 
the divorce he obtained recently, 

Another noted creator of frocks is 
Lucien Lelong, who also includes 
many American actresses among his 
customers. Last summer he won as 
his second wife the beautiful and 
accomplished Princess Nathalie 
Paley, daughter of the Grand Duke 
Paul of Russia, uncle of the late 
Czar. Before his first wife divorced 
him, Lelong had employed the Prin- 
cess in his Paris shop as a sales- 
woman in the perfume department. 


Eleanora Sears’ Walks 
Newspapers throughout the coun- 
try have exploited the feats of 
Eleanora Sears, the Boston spinster, 
rich and socially prominent, who 
recently broke all feminine pedes- 
trian records in walking from New- 
port to Boston, 74 miles, in exactly 
17 hours. Forty-six years of age, 
Miss Sears walked 109 miles, from 
Burlinghame to Del Monte, Cal., in 
19f2, and in 1925 she walked from 
Providence to Boston, 47 miles, in 
10% hours. 

A few years ago her brother, 
Frederick Sears, of Boston, married 
Norma Fontaine, who had been on 
the musical comedy stage, and once 
appeared in a revue on the Century 
Roof, 

Pat Somerset’s Past 

Pat Somerset, the English actor, 
separated from his current 
the third in the series. 


Remarks at Random 
By Nellie Revell 


While awaiting in the reception room off the Hotel Astor banquet 
where the luncheon was being given last week by the Catholic Actorg’. 
Guild to Cardinal Hayes and the three Bremen fliers, I was the amused 
observer of an interesting incident. Baron von Huenefeld, Captain 
Koehl, and Major Fitzmaurice had left their hats on chairs in the room, 
When three cops on guard there saw them and recognized them they 
seemed to exert the same fascination that a red apple does a small boy, 

One policeman gingerly fingered an aviation cap and suddenly remoyq 
ing his helmet applied it to his head. The other two followed and the 
three stood inspecting each other in the distinguished airmen’s headgear, 
laughing and commenting like school boys on a lark. 

“Gee, I'd like to swipe the Dutchman's cap,” exclaimed one of the 
officers. Any further comment or communing waz abruptly halted by 
the sudden appearance of a luncheon guest. The peace guardians hastily 
dropped the hats and stood gravely at attention. 


Father Donahue, chaplain of the Catholic Actors’ Guild, was late leave 
ing his residence for the luncheon. He asked the taxi driver to “step 
on it,” which that worthy preceded to do until a traffic officer's whistle 
brought their speedy progress to a sharp halt. When they responded 
to his command to “pull over to the curb,” Father Donahue stuck his 
head through the window (it was open of course), and explained: 

“It’s all my fault, officer. I'm Father Donahue and am late on my 
way to the luncheon to his Eminence, the Cardinal. I asked the driver 
to make haste and I’m sorry to have broken any traffic rules.” 

“Oh, you're sorry, are you, Father,” said the cop, “are you awfully 
sorry? 

“Yes, I’m very sorry indeed and shall never repeat the offense,” ree 
plied the priest. 

“Well, then, Father,” directed the traffic guardian, “seeing you're 
sorry, you do three Hail Marys this afternoon, be a good bye and be 
sure to go to communion in the morning!” 


Jim Thornton is always good for a story. He confided in me the other 
day that he is preparing a program for a Lyceum bureau tour and a 
whirl around the Y. M. C. A. circuit. He told me of having met Tom 
Heath, of McIntyre and Heath, in Astoria, They are neighbors there 
but didn’t know it until they chanced to meet. Jim expressed his sur- 


prise. “Oh, yes,” said Tom, who is 76, “I've lived here a long time, 
See that apartment building over there? Well, I own it. I have just 
been offered $90,000 for it but am holding out for $100,000. I’ll need it 


when I get old.” 


Just to keep the record straight and lest some other columnist make 
the same mistake I did a couple of weeks ago and think the “P” in A. P, 
Waxman’s name stands for Percy, it isn’t. The initials stand for Abra- 
ham Patrick. 

The owner of the paradoxical cognomen explains it was bestowed upon 
him by his parents in honor of Pat McCarren, former political boss of 
Brooklyn, 


Life’s Most Embarrassing Moment 
To be seated in my favorite restaurant (I am afraid to say tavern), 
at midnight eating a rarebit and to discover at the next table looking 
straight at me my dietician. 


Thirteen was the prisoner's unlucky number, the Judge and twelve 
jurymen. 


Atlantic City 
There's something about Atlantic City that makes one wonder why 
they ever imagined they were unhappy about anything. Whether the way 
the sun shines on the water or the holiday spirit that prevails every- 
where but somehow I just feel like I used to feel on the circus lot where 
our slogan is “Another day, another town, another chance.” 


This bounding reporter stopped over in Philadelphia an hour to visit 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Willets, who were leaving for Boston where 
Clarence, still feeble from a recent illness, joins his show, “Rio Rita,” 
which closes there Saturday. After which Mr. and Mrs. Willets go to 
their camp at Luzerne, N. Y. His physicians assert his recovery was 
nothing short of a miracle. 


I am informed that the Florists’ Association pays $18,000 a year to 
the woman who created the idea of Mother's Day. 

Speaking of Mother’s Day. An acquaintance of mine who is a mother 
of the modern school received a mother’s day wire from her son which 
read: 

“My maw bobs and waves her hair, 

“Smokes and drinks, I’ve heard her swear, 

“But say, she ig the very best and quite the understandingest of any 
maw I ever saw.” 


“Thase interested in better diction,” says a “World” editorial, “should 
feel encouraged by recent news. Both sides of the Atlantic report note- 
worthy efforts toward finer pronunciation.” The article further states 
that hospitals are including particular attention to proper speech in its 
curriculum to student nurses, She must not say “Thoid Avenue” oF 
“soft berled eggs.” Student nurses must have at least two years in 
high school before they can enter a nurse’s training school and there- 
fore do not go slumming with their English. My experience with nurses 
is that it isn’t what they say that annoys a patient as much as the 
“nasty” way they say it. 


On the Boardwalk 
Ernie Ely, who is summering here. 
Si Goodfriend, Lee Shubert, Wm. Fox, John Zanft, Jed Harris, Richard 
Maney, Charles (Chic) Sales, Rita Gould and Clarence Gray. 


with; on Rroadway in 1913. 


his name originally Holme-Sumner, 
is a son of Admiral Berkeley Holme- 
Sumner, respected personage in the 
British Navy. Educated at Harrow 
sociations were with well known 
noblemen. He first acted in 1918, 
appearing at the Coliseum in Lon- 
don. Two years later he was with 
Edith Day in “Irene,” and these two 
were married after Pat was di- 
vorced by Margaret Bannerman and 
Edith “was divorced from Carle 
Carlton. Miss Day, who hails from 
Minneapolis, is popular in London, 
and has been starring there in 
“Rose- Marie.” 

The present Mrs. Somerset was 
Shelby Worrall, of Texas, who had 
divorced Harry Curtis. 


Doris Keane in Far East 
Doris Keane, who has spent the 


winter months in Madeira, is re- 
suming her tour in “Romance,” the 
costume play in which she opened 


It was writ- 


ten for her by Edward Sheldon, the 
young Harvard man who for years 
now has been an invalid, though he 
finally collaborated with Charles 
MacArthur on “Lulu Belle” for 
Lenore Ulric. Miss Keane, even in 
1913, was well established as an 
actress, having been a leading lady 
for many years. 


Following her American success 
in this play with a triumph in Lon- 
don, Miss Keane married her lead- 
ing man, Basil Sydney, English 
actor, whom she brought back to 
New York. After adopting 4 child, 
she divorced Sydney and he has 
since been associated, as co-star 
with Mary Ellis, who divorced Ed- 
win Knopf. 


Miss Keane now expects to tour 
South Africa, the Far East and Aus 
tralia. Some years ago 5s! did 
“Romance” in pictures, made D. 
| W. Griffith, but it was said t have 


been disappointing. 
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e | sesote as responsible for the worst projection on the street. It's the one 
e icture ers theatre where titles are always hard on the eyes becutise of What seems 
RIE Y to be vibration of the machines in the booth. 
7 The peak was reached Wednesday night (May %) a r the } show 
Trade Mark Registered ; When the operators were running the feature so fas } filha was 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc. Picture people are much exercised over the talking picture, in th: | Bursling through the “gate.” Titles and screen ticnres wer oping 
Sime Silverman. President production and in the theatre. There seems good reason for it. all over the ‘een. It gave the half a house plenty to squawk t and 
164 West 46th Street New York City eed j they let their displeasnre be known by applause, stamping and thing, 
SUBSCRIPTION: For one very good reason the picture business needs a stimulator. | Operators paid no attention to the demonstration for at least twe reels, 
, $10 Sercten g2)| Pelking pictures of the sort in prospect look to be it. Vitaphone and | a a at wiy to keep business out, exiting comment being, “What's 
_...28 Cents| Movietone have stimulated business in the theatres they have played. use of coming here to see a picture—you ean't see it.” This paiticu- 
=aspecially Vitaphone (Warners) “Jazz Singer’ with Al Jolson, while {iar performance made a k ont of a perfectly good laugh picture, 
* 3. Warners’ feature subjects, like “Tenderloin,” also shorts, have done | 
Vol. XCI. 59 No.5 good trade as well, and Fox’s Movietone News (reel) has been a draw | Little Camilla Horn, co-starring in ‘’Pempest’ with Jehn Barr. mere, 
— by itself. ” was the guest of honor ta press tea given to the bovs and irls of 
ithe Chieage newspeners att Hetel Sherman, She mad bic hit 
15 YEARS AGO - The talking picture as it sits before the film industry just now is all With ‘em all particularly 1! she cracked Write about me. 1 care 
pew to it. There will be many developments, with the chances ali will; not what cet is, be eet pood er bad, but write write lots and tors” 
(Prem Very aan “epee”? be for the betterment of the production and exhibition. It looks certain | Her customary trenkness handed them: laughs spienty and th Nant 
aay to improve the class and grade of feature pictures. The talkers with | publicity proved that Camiltn is quite a elever fre alem 
Mary Pickford, who had just] sight and sound must inspire more and superior stories for the screen -—— - 
closed i on a po = They should attract the best of the dramatists excepting those with the | In the current issue of the Universal Weekly there is a net vag on 
Good Little ae — e — t speaking stage vanity. 7 “The Cohens and WKellys” series. The releases of the theme tor the next 
lie, New Yor 22 years are fisted. Tor 1929 there is “The Cohens and Kellys in Atlantie 
engagement with Famous Players Now there are not over 400 wired theatres in this country, while there | City,” for 1943 “The Cohens and Kellys in Baseball” with blow-off come 
Films Co. at $50C a week. She was} are 18,000 theatres which could stand wiring. From this latter number, ing in 1950 with “The Cohens and the Kellys In-Sane,” 
under Belasco contract to return) however, must be deducted those houses of the chains or smaller cir- csintnnsnte 
to the speaking stage the following] cuits where all in a town will not be wired, in order that the wiring 
son Warner Brothers established a recerd for handling mobs in their pro- 
season. shall not be overdone. Estimates are made to the effect that there will ye 
uction @f “Noab’s Ark,” directed by Michael Curtiz. Mere than 4.000 
_ | be from 2,000 to 5,000 wired houses by Jan. 1, next. 1 in the Castle scene thi covered several acres 
Burlesque was growing in publie X ad in ast scene that covered several acres of cround 
ssiv on the o dtugraph lot. These people appeared in costume of tix 
esteem. Progressive circuit, offshoot Standardization of equipment agreed upon by the supply companies biblical madc up yee 
‘ a i Bg a Ke i sit sce > 
from the Columbia Wheel, was re- | js important, as the leading film producers have determined to make _ 
orted negotiating for Keith's shot at 9:30 in the morning. 
p 5 their pictures talk. It gives the theatre a choice of selection on one 
Bronx. Wheel producers were look- equipment installation. Cost of installation im tantly fi a ae More than 20 cameras were used in recording the action. With the 
portantly agures in tne | aia of 30 assistant directors, loud speakers and sirens the directien of 


ing for class material. Sim Williams 
contracted for one act for the fol- 
lowing tour at $350. 


General Film Co., “trust” dis- 
tributor, was addine to its exac- 
tions. The concern “clocked” Loew's 
Herald Square and when it found 
day’s receipts reached $385, it in- 
creased its rental rates. General 
Film Co. hinted that it figured it 
was entitled to about half a thea- 
tre’s profits. The Herald Square re- 
plied by cutting the service down 
to second runs ‘instead of first. 


Rosczika Dolly, teamed with Mar- 
tin Brown, opened for a week at 
Hammerstein’s, The sisters had just 
finished a long engagement in “The 
Merry Countess” at the Casino. Jen- 
Ny Dolly was playing vaudeville 
dates for the summer with Harry 
Fox. 


In connection with a new lease 
for the George M. Cohan at $100,000 
a year, discussion turned to high 
rentals and in this connection it 
was recalled that George Lederer 
once held the New York Casino at 
$30,000 a year, including the stores 
on the street level. 


F. F. Proctor had been in the 
habit of doing business with inde- 
pendent agents booking his 
“family time.’ But now an edict 
came from the Keith headquarters 
that all outsiders must be barred. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From “Clipper.”) 

Later reports of sensational 
battle-to-death between a bulland a 
lion in San Antonio, made it appear 
that the exhibition was a frost. 
When the lion was turned into the 
arena, eye-witnesses said, it showed 


No disposition to give battle and 
had to be prodded on. Undis- 
couraged, the promotors of the 


event now announced that they had 
imported a cougar (Mexican lion) 
which they would match against 
the bull, promising a “lively en- 
fagement.” 

Wabash, Ind., which had not had a 
circus in years because of its high 
license, reduced the tax from $50 to 
$20 a day and two shows were im- 
mediately routed in during the early 
season. 

“Clipper” sporting writer objects 
to the “new fangled” billiard game 
which appears to he the balk line 
variation. lle publishes a long 
argument tending to prove that the 
new plan of play was invented be- 
cause John McDevitt, by nursing 
the ivories, had not long before 
made a record run of 1,458 and no- 
body could match this. skill in 
“nursing.” “Clipper” regarded “nurs- 
ing” as a part of legitimate skill in 
billiards and resented the innova- 
tion. 


Mary Anderson sailed for Buscne | 
Pi it became known that her profits | 
ior the tour just ended reached the | 
She was | 


imposing total of $14,400. 


One of the foremost stars of the 
day, 

P. T. Barnum, replying tuo re- 
Ports that he contemplated re- 


Urine from the circus business, told | 


his interviewer he could never quit 

the sawdust, but would be in har- 

ness when he died. 

vity is as the breath of 
he said, 


“Business ac- 


talkers, 


Matter of players becomes serious. Much of the talking productions 
probably will be made in the east. In New York the field for sub- 
stitute players who can talk from the screen is much wider than in 
Hollywood where the vast majority are picture actors only. With 
another possibility that the personality in the voice on the screen may 
overshadow the current physical personality which has created so many 
film favorites. 


The talker may bring out a new crop of favorites and perhaps fans. 
In talkers diction may receive preference above anything else. This 
could quickly lead into the legit market for trained speaking stage 
players, to appear and talk before the camera. What it may do with 
picture actors unable to talk time will bring out. It may send many 
to those makers without the sight and sound production, still clinging 
to the black and white, or with their present organizations that wil! con- 
tinue to turn out some black and whites. 


A decided point that will have to be answered sooner or later by the 
talking makers is the foreign market. Talkers with American actors 
can not be expected to go into foreign language countries. Nor is it 
likely the foreign tongue for the country intended could be made in 
other than that country, meaning another individual production, or the 
foreign tongue added to the original characters of the film here or over 
there, as may be accomplished by the overlay. In either event it is 
quite probable that the possible gross of the foreign tongue country will 
have to come into the calculation, besides the prospective time the wire:! 
theatres will become universal, Unless Americans install abroad, not 
many theatre operators in the rest of the world will take on the tall- 
ing equipment for quite some time, unless it’s a house or two here or 
there in the large foreign capitals. 

The backward point with the talker just now is whether it’s dangerous 
or how much so to attempt a direct semblance of speaking stage play 
upon the screen, without the physical presence of the players. ‘That 
would be the result with too much @ialog for the characters. Or it 
might leave the talking feature in the position of being neither a speak- 
ing play nor a moving picture as both are now known. Or it could 
operate to really exploit the speaking stage play, unless the difference 
in the admission’s tops would step in as a preventitive. 


the intense current interest in the subject. The electric companies’ 
engineers know the mechanics of the talker, but for the rest one muy 


| know as much as the other with all having their own opinions or con- 
| clusions. 


The mechanical end of the talkers, meaning the electrics, talk big of 
the future of the taTking picture, for the theatre, home or community. 
They speak with confidence, but it is al] yet to be tested. 

Open competition may be another stimulator in all ways. Most of 
the picture producers will be making talkers by next season. 

Talking pictures, however, will be different. That is assured and thit 
is a big percentage for the picture trade to start with. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Now that Will Hays is back and business is going on as usual over 
here and in France, some people say there must be an inside to the 
Hays adjustment with the French Nothing much inside appeared to 
leak out over there. The inside, the insiders think, is that Hays probably 
promised Sapene the French boss, that the American distributors will 
handle some French pictures hereafter, and annually, likely also settling 
upon the advance payment. That advance payment appears to always 
please Sapene the best. He may have more confidence in cash in hand 
than distribution at long distance. 


v 


to Minister Herriott, if he did, or if it were done, just how. 
Havs will tell if anyone thinks to ask him. 


house holding bonds on a Chicago circuit of indie theatres has representa- 
tives in Chicago securing control of the circuit. The bond house is re- 
ported highly dissatisfied with the circuit owners’ various attempts to 


| stock, which sells for one- 


sell out and also with their method of theatre operation. When secur- 


ing control of the theatres it is believed the bond house will r 
the present owners to theatre manager positions and eventually cuss 
them out. 


Owner of another indie circuit it also taking steps to get control of 
desired by the bond house, buying up all available class 1B 
fifth as much as the class A but has the siime 
If his plans go through, the bond house would be forced 
It will require 


the circuit 


voting power. 
to place him in authority because of his holdings. 
$360,000 to get control of the theatres. 


about 


A story from the coast mentioning names of Paramount’s contract 


| people unintentionally omitted Julian Johnson, George Marion, Jr., and 
‘Herman Mankiewicz, each under term contracts to that organization. 
life to 


One of the major Broadway picture houses is roling up a rep for 


All of the picture business appears to be talking talkers, It reveuls | 


Of course no one over here knows how Sapene conveyed his thoughts | 
_ Maybe | 


Reports have gone from New York to Chicago that an eastern bond | 


this vast mob was executed with clock work precesion and no retakes 
necessary. 

The story of “Power” now being produced by Howard Higsin for 
Pathe-DeMille is centered around the construction of a dam, using the 
actual background of Pacoima Dam now being constructed at a point 15 
miles from Los Angeles, and said to be the highest dam in the world. 

A boom With a lift of 700 feet carries a basket with cameramen focus- 
ing the action of the dam’s construction from mid-air affording many 
unusual shots. The original story called for a dam break_and stock 
shots of the recent St. Francis break were obtained while the stury was 
in preparation, but these scenes have been eliminated from the story 
because it reflects the old hokum of previous pietures employing dam 
breaks. 


M-G-M sent out a denial last week of any intention of using Herbert 
lloover propaganda in its news reel or in the Loew theatres, The story 
was printed in the dailies. This may have arisen from the report when 
Louis B. Mayer some months ago called upon Hoover in Washington. 
Ife was then reported to have pledged his personal influence to Hoover, 
but it was not divulged at that time if Mayer included any pledge for 
Hoover on the sereen, The latter is considered doubtful, as matters of 
that nature and especially on news reels are first submitted to the Hays 
office. 


Mike Simmons, director of publicity and advertising for Gotham, is 


| compiling a book to be publishcd in the fall entitled, “Airing the Movies.” 


branch of show 
movie hour cone 


Book will embody interviews with headliners in every 
business held over station WPCH during the weekly 


' ducted by Simmons for approximately two years. 


N. Brewster Morse, who held the sack at the Greenwich Village thee 
atre recently when $100,000 was dropped in less than two months, Is a@ 
son of the senior partner of Tiffany, the jeweler. 

Young Morse, anxious to break into the picture business, went uround 
buying film and introducing himself, The film exchanges didn't make the 
rentals any cheaper on that aecount. First National collected $2,500, it 
is said, for “The Whip Woman,” so bad it had to be taken off after four 
days and “Lady Windemere’s Fan,” three years old, substituted. 

First National is also reported to have sold Morse some first 
Ken Maynard. 


One of the coust studios found it expensive to have extras on big sets 


runs on 


sit around between scenes and wear out the prop furnishings on the 
stages. <As result, they pliced wooden benches on all the stages 
painted with the words, “Please use this bench and save possible 
damage to expensive furniture.” 

Someone apparently is making a concerted effort to secure cone 
trolling position of the $2,500,000 steeks and bonds issued by Cooney 
3ros. (National Playhouses, Ine.), in Chicago. 

Quite a few of the thousands of small stockholders have b«« ap- 


bought at $25 and celling for $3 


'nside Stuff—Vaudeville 


Rosie 


proached to unload their stock now 


Mitzi, the eight-year-old daughter of Joe Kenu and Green, is 


doing a 12-minute single turn, on the same bill with her parents (Keno 
and Green). The youngster is giving an imitation of Mack and Moran 


on the discs. Previously the tot did it for the amusement of her folks 
and their friends. That she is now allowed 12 to 24 minutes alone on 
the stage speaks for itself. It o permits the house to bill Moran and 
Mack or the Two Black Crows or both in conjunction with Mitzi’s im- 
personation, 

While the two joined acts were playing on the Interstate time, Jerome 
and Grey, also on the bill, left it. No substitute was engaged. Mitzi 
being deemed strong enough to carry the show. To make the child 
realize she is an act, although presumably booked with Keno and Green, 
the Interstate paid her perseniully $100 weekly on the tour. 

K-A-O office in Chicago was extremely one-sided in its recent duclarae 
tion of neutrality concerning Harry Rogers’ trouble, logers, producer, 
had a girl act in the Orpheum house. When the turn had a lavoff in 
Minneapolis, Dorothy Sevier left it and joined the MeCall-Bridue stock 
lthere, Rogers took the matter to court and appealed to the Orpiicum ofe 
fice for a statement. They replied it was not theic business. 

Losing hy a court decision, Rogers returned to Chicago and made 
retaliatory overtures to some of the zirls of the MeCall-Bridce ¢ iny 
in the Orpheum’s Tower theatre. We received notice from e Ory um 
‘office to keep away from the players, 

Since then Miss Sevier has returned to work for Wes 

A mixed two-act on the K-A circuit has disbanded The d to 
ditch her partner as he was alwie nie-eved ve ‘ n they pinyed 
she had to scout fer him in the ( he 
would be throwing ilery or breaking dishes, She prot tired ving, 
‘This is so strange. He never acted that wer tefore.” So ' aired 
him and 20 weeks hookings. Inst before leavir she } his 
ifinver, He made drunken yas it her, <s abhed his } nd 
l twisted his finger wntil it broke 

“And he was go plastered,” said the girl, t he doesn’t even Know 


‘ 


that I broke it.” 
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A Ticket Agencies Fined, With | 


Jail Sentences Suspended 


Mondiy in the federai court Tip Will Square Paris’ 


Judge Bondy meeted out severe pun 
ishment to the executive otficers of 
them 


24 ticket agencies, among 
some of the most prominent on 
Broadway, for failure to file the 


proper returns on tickets resold at 
premiums more than 50 cents per 
ticket and failure to pay the gov- 


ernment one-half of the excess 
premiunis. Each individual was 


fined $5,000 and an exira $1,000 was 
added for agencies which are in- 
corpo-ated. 

In addition each broker was sen- 
tenced ‘o six months, but the sen- 
tences were suspended. 

The cases have been pending 
since last summer when the ticket 
investigation prosecuted by U. S. 
Attorney Charles H. Tuttle re- 
sulted in the conviction of Oscar 
and Edward Alexander, followed 
shortly by the others involved 
pleading guilty of evading the law. 


The Alexanders were similarly 
fined $5,000 each and the agency 


$1,000, and their six months’ sen- 
tence, which was held off pending 
an appeal, was suspended also. The 
appeal did not progress further than 
the Circuit Court of Appeals. 

It had been generaliy understooa 
that Tuttle agreed not to ask for 
jail sentences. The court, however, 
placed the brokers under probation 
for one year and can be remandea 
if further violations were proven. 
They will be permitted one year in 
which to pay the fines, their bonds 
being continued. 

Several brokers up for sentence 


| 


Monday have given up business and 
are working in other ticket offices. 
There is a pcessibility of some being 
forced to work out the fines behind 
the bars. 

There were 13 corporate agencies 
fined $6,000 and 11 brokers operating 
as individuals, fined $5,000 each. 
The total in fines amounted to 
$133,000. Added to that is $100,000 
collected by the government in as- 
sessments based on the failure to 
pay the government's share, the 
total therefore amounting to more 
than a quarter of a million. 

The revenue act provides that 
where tickets are resold for. more 
than 50 cents over the box office or 
established price, one-half of the 
excess be paid the government. The 
ticket men contended that such a 
measure, enacted originally during 
the war, was confiscatory and that 
it was price fixing and therefore 
illegal. Although the Supreme 
Court ruled out a New York state 
law prohibitirg the resale of tick- 
ets for more than 50 cents premium, 
the federal courts ruled the govern- 
ment measure is an excise tax. For 
that reason, presumably, the appeal 
in the Alexander was not 
pushed to the highest court. 


Dividing Fines 


case 


Two operated by the 
Same otticers were ordered to divide 
the fines, each paying $3,000. They 
are the Sullivan Ticket Co. and the 
Tyson Operating Co. The sentences 
clearly establish that the offenses 
were misdemeanors. Some ques- 
tion as to their legal standing had 
caused the license department of 
the state to hold up the licenses of 
the brokers, 

Last summer, when the agencies 
pleaded guilty, it was decided that 
one officcr of each ticket concern 
be named as the responsible party. 


ywencies 


Identification Round-Up 


Paris, May 6. 
Several professionals have been 
enmeshed in the French law the 


past few days because they did not 
have papers with them required by 
the police at all times. Everyone 
is supposed to carry a card of iden- 
tity, or their passport, while here. 

The prefect, or commissioner of 
pelice, has started a sweeping en- 
forcement, and every night a squad 
of about 100 men encircle a block 
and stop everyone within the area. 
Those without their papers are 
taken to the precinct and unless a 
poubour, or tip, is forthcoming the 
violator remains in the hoosegow 
until morning. 


HARLAN THOMPSON’S CLICK 


Going With .’aramount as Writer 
for 3 Years 
Los Angeles, May 15. 

Harlan Thompson, brought out 
here in the Mankiewicz contingent 
for Paramount, has clicked wit» 
that organization and is to remain 
as a scenarist for three years. He 
will take up his new contract work 
Nov. 1, when he returns from New 
York, after seeing to it there that a 
couple of musicals he has written 
are staged. 

He wrote an original, “Hot News,” 
serving as a production for Bebe 
Daniels. 

Thompson, with Marian Spitzer, 
writer and wife, leave for New York 
this week. 


Macloon’s Trick Billing 
San Francisco, May 15. 

Again Louis O. Macloon has 
broken faith with Bay region the- 
atregoers. During the early en- 
gagement of “His Desert Song” at 
the Curran, all advertising matter 
read that this production would not 
show in any other California city. 

Oakland was heavily billed for 
the Curran engagement and many 
Oakianders came across the bay to 
see the musical on this side. Now 
Macloon has booked the play into 
the Twelfth Street, Oakland, onen- 
ing May 28, for the week. 


Courtney tn Coast “Spider’”’ 

William Courtney replaces John 
Halliday in the Coast company of 
“The Spider,” due to the latter's ill- 
ness, 

The show is due to break in along 
the Pacific June 13, after which it 
goes into the Belasco, Los Angeles, 
for a run, 


dent; Joseph A. Deutsch, trading as 


| Supreme Theatre Ticket Company; 


Herman Sussman, trading at Suss- 
man-Alamac Ticket Agency; David 
A. Warfield, trading Theatre 
Ticket Library: M. Sussman The- 
atre Ticket Office, Inc., Harry J. 
Weinstein, general manager; Tyson 
Co., Inc., John L. MacNamee, pres- 
ident; Tyson Operating Co., Ince., 
William J. Rabell, president; Wil- 
liam Henry Safarlik, trading as 
William Theatre Ticket Company; 
Seventh Avenue Theatre Ticket 
Corp., Harry Marks, president; 


as 


|} Patch Theatre Ticket Service, Rus- 


sell Unrush, president. 
Collecting $238,000 


After the sentences were pro- 


nounced it was announced by Hugh 
McQuiltan, chief investigator for the 


LEGITIMATE 


Ida Anderson, Colored 


Actress, Creates Harlem Riot 


| 5 Shows Out 


Five attractions are on Broad- 
way's closing list. Two in the group 
are rated among the moderate suc- 
cesses with the others flops. 

“Dracula.” presented by Horace 
Liveright, will end a run of 41 
weeks at the Fulton Saturday. The 
show will be sent to the coast, It 
is reported having made excellent 
profits. For a time the gross held 
around $14,000 and the average tak- 
ings were above $12,000. Only lately 
did the gross drop under $10,000. 

“Take the Air’ will close at the 


TAKE THE AIR 
Opened Nov. 15. Other open- 
ings kept the first stringers 
away. 
Variety (Abel) predicted: “A 
moderate money maker for a 
moderate run.” 


Carroll this week, having played 
a total of 26 weeks, principally at 
the Waldorf. The pace there was 
around the $20,000 mark. During 
spring, the takings were between 
$15,000 and $16,000. The attraction 
will be kept off during summer by 
Gene Buck, opening Labor Day in 
Boston. 

“Box Seats” stopped at the Little, 
where it was independently present- 
ed. It played three and one-half 
weeks to little business. Monday 


BOX SEATS 


Opened April 19. Hammond 
(Herald Tribune) reported: “A 
drowsy evening.” Gabriel 
(Sun) wrote: “Pretty poor and 
scattered stuffings of a drama.” 

Variety (Mori) said: “Badly 
written and poorly acted, a 
foolish attempt to disguise dirt 
as drama.” 


financial matters could not be ad- 
justed and it was decided to call off 
further performances, 

“The High Hatters,” independent- 
ly offered at the Klaw last Thurs- 
day, will be taken off at the end 


THE HIGH HATTERS 

Opened May 10. Woollcott 
(World) wrote: “When one 
considers how often and how 
patiently it has been explained 
over the phone that great big 
metropolitan newspapers can- 
not deign to report amateur 
theatricals, it is a littie diffi- 
cult to account for this review 
being published at all.” 

Other reviews echoed similar 
sentiment. 
of this week. -It was generally 
panned. The players were on a co- 
operative basis. 

“Him,” presented at the Province- 
town Playhouse, announced to close 

HIM 

Opened April 18. Anderson 
(Journal) found “reams of 
boredom.” Winchell (Graphic) 
hoped to find in the reviews of 
his contemporaries some ink- 
ling of what it was all about. 

Variety (Abel) said: “Under 
the mantle of art the Province- 
towner. are getting away with 
murder.” 
last Sunday, is continuing this week, 
but is rated as hopelessly highbrow. 


Cast Changes 


Don C. Barclay is returning to the 
cast of “Here's Howe” at the Broad- 
hurst. When the show played bos- 
ton Barclay was replaced by Eric 
Blore. The latter will remain in 
the cast, his role being split up 
with Barclay who will be given 
idded material. 


EDDIE BUZZELL’S PICTURE 


Eddie Buzzell, who closes with 
“The Desert Song” in Philadelphia 
this Saturday, leaves for the Coast 


government in the ticket matter, : 
that it was expected to collect | May 22 to make a picture for Sam 
something like $238.000 from thea-| 5*%e and Gotham. Film will be 
|tres and box office men. This i<| based on “Head of the Family” by 
computed to be one-half of the George Randolph Chester. 
| gratuities paid theatre treasui Buzzell, accompanied by his wife, 
ind half the money paid theatre| 0" Munson, will stay west until 
| managers in the form of concessions|IUIY 1. At that time he fs due back 
to start rehearsing for Arthur 


iby ticket brokers, 


The individuals and the agencies 
fined were: 

Arrow Theatre Ticket Company, 
William L. Deutch, president: Bas- 
com, Inc., George J. Bascom, presi- 
dent; eckhardt Theatre Ticket 
Service, Inc., Samuel Beckhardadt, 
president; Bryant Theatre Ticket 
Company, Walter Bryant, presi- 
dent; Louis Cohn Theatre Ticket 
Office, Inc., Samson Meyer, secre- 
tary; William Wryerin, trading as! 
Everin Theatre Vicket Office: 
Gotham Theatre Ticket Company, 
Inc., Harry Kaufman, president: 


Charles A. Levy, doing business as 
Broadway Theatre Ticket Office; 
John A. Mahoney, doing business as 
the Calumct Theatre Ticket Ser- 
vice; Jacob S. Jacobs, doing busi- 
ness as Jacobs Opera and Theatre 
Ticket Oflice; Joseph F. Quinn, do- 
ing business as Manhattan Theatre 
Ticket Company; J. L. Marks The- 
atre Ticket Service, Inc., Jacob L. 
Marks, president; Leo Newman and 
Jack Levy, trading at Premier The- 
atre Ticket Company; Saul Subber, 


trading as Subber Theatre Ticket 
Office; Sullivan Theatre Ticket Ser- 
vit®, Inc., John A. Sullivan, presi- 


| It hud been contended that gratu- 


Hammerstein's new show, a musical 
adapted from the German, in which 


ities in these instances were to be 
regard d as gifts and therefore non- | ‘@e comedian is to be featured. 
j taxable. The government contends. 
however, that as stch money wasi THOMASHEFSKY’S HIT 
paid on the basis of so much per | Portiand, Ore., May 15. 
tenet im the cause of concessions! Business for Thomashe‘sky's Jew- 
and sees ne difference in the status | ish musical come‘y troupe at the 


of the gratuities despite the service 
rendered the agencies by box office 


then, 


| Liberty Sunday was so strong that 
the company will play a return here 
jtomorrow (Wednesday), also next 


The government is holding thea-| Sunday, and come back for a week 
tres responsible for any and all such next month. 
money. Appeals to the Intern ul} West Coast will operate the Lib- 
j Revenue Department on behalf of|erty as a road show house for big 
| the box office men are tofors | pictures and stage shows throuczh- 
jfavered the government's inas. jout the summar, 


Dramatic 


Only Pre-Arranged 
“Show Boat’ Changes 


Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, who re- 
turned from Londen last week 
stated the report that he and Sir 
Alfred Butt had disagreed on the 
presentation in London of “Show 
Boat,” was incorrect. He added that 
they were in accord and scouted 
any but prearranged changes 
having been made after he sailed 

It appears that the audience did 
not take kindly to the convent scene 
in the second act, both authors and 
manager receiving complaints about 
it. On the day after the premiere. 
Sir Alfred and Jerome Kern, whc 
collaborated with Hammerstein and 
the latter, conferred and it was de- 
cided not to force the scene on the 
public, As Hammerstein was sail- 
ing the next day he_ instructed 
Fellx Edwards to call a rehearsa’ 
and eliminate the convent scene 
That eliminated the Sherman House 
scene in “one,” played in order tc 
put up the convent setting. 

It was also agreed between the 
three that “Hey, Feller’ was not 
strong enough to follow the reprise 
of “Ol’ Man River” and an addi- 
tional encore of the latter song was 
ordered in. 


Opinion that Edith Day was miscast 


as “Magnolia,” describing her per- 
formance as thrilling. 


MORSE OWES $46,994 


Tried G. V. Theatre as Arty Hybrid 
—Bankrutcy Now 


N. Brewster Morse, who unsuc- 
cessfully operated the Greenwich 
Village theatre with an arty hybrid 
picture house policy, lists $46.994 in 
abilities in voluntary bankruptcy 
petition and no assets. Morse is no 
longer the G. V. theatre’s owner or 
lessee, the operators of the Green- 
wich Village Inn, including Harold 
Meltzer, having taken the house 
over. 

Morse’s liabilities include $10,000 
to John Wanamaker, $1,500 to the 
General Outdoor ‘ dvertising 
Agency, $3,000 to William J: Farr & 
Sons, $1,157 to National Theatre 
Supply, $1,000 to Zakor Film Corp., 
$2,000 to Longacre Traders, Inc. 


“Broadway” Off Stage 


With the closing of “Broadway” 
at Baltimore Saturday that show 
is off the boards in this country. 

The company which closed was 
the original, although there were 
but four players from the original 
cast remaining. 

Including the Broadway run the 
show played 85 weeks in all, some- 
what under expectations, 

There were «seven companies of 
“Broadway” at the start of the sea- 
son. Several were taken off during 
the fall. 


Rewriting “New Moon” 


“New Moon,” the Romberg oper- 
etta, taken off late last season to 
be rewritten, will be given a sum- 
mer production by Schwab & 
Mandel. 

Desiree Tabor, prima donna, and 
several others of the original cast, 
have been released. Among the 
original members retained are Rob- 
ert Halliday, William O’Neal, Marie 
Callahan and Esther Howard. 

Book is by Oscar Hammerstein 
and Frank Mandel, and music by 
Romberg. 

The same firm will produce a 
new musical in the fall to follow 
“Good News” into the 46th Street. 
De Sylva, Brown and Henderson are 
writing the book, music and Ipyrics. 


Werba’s Cort, Jamaica 


The Cort, Jamaica, L. I., has been 
taken over by Louis F. Werba and 
renamed Werba's Jamaica. The 
same theatre owner controls 
Werba’s Brooklyn in the downtown 
Brooklyn section, which gives him 
two spokes in the metropolitan sub- 
Way circuit. 

The Cort, Jamaica, was reputed 
by showmen to have cut into the 
Majestic (Shuberts) and Werha’s 
Brooklyn, business. 


IN EUROPE 


ERLANGER 


A. Bs 


jlast Friday on the Columbus hie 
{is bound for Hamb irg and may pro- 
1 to Marienbad for the baths. 


Hammerstein took issue with the. 


Erlanger sailed for Europe | 


An unprogramed stage speech by 
Ida Anderson, (colored) leading woa 
man of the Ida Anderson Players, 
at the Lincoln theatre in Harlem 
on the afternoon of May 9, precip. 
itated a riot that resulted in the 
police reserves being called. Speech 
was a firre of temperament on the 
part of Miss Anderson who had pre- 
viously given her notice of leaving 
the theatre May 13. 

Mrs. Maria C. Downs, (white) 
who owns and operates the house, 
some weeks ago decided to install 
“half-hour dramatic sketches to ale 
ternate with musical revues staged 
by Jimmy Marshall. Miss Anderson 
and Co. were engaged for four weeks 
with an option for futher time. Up 
to last week she had been there ten 
weeks. 

In presenting her skits Miss And- 
erson is said by the Lincoln man- 
agement to have played much over 
her allotted time, upsetting the 
house schedule for the musicals, 
Miss Anderson caused her sketches 
to reach almost an hour with sub- 
sequent demands that she return to 
her original half-hour period. The 


actress became tempermental and 
the management accepted her 
notice. 


When appearing for last Wednes- 
day’s mat instead of offering her 
usual sketch, she appeared before 
the audience noticeably peeved and 
upbraided the treatment that she, 
a colored actress, playing to a col- 
ored audience, was receiving from 
the whites operating the theatre, 

The audience startee@ such a dis- 
turbance that the cops had to be 
summoned. Miss Anderson is said 
to have quickly left the theatre. 

When quiet was restored the man- 
agement arranged for Inez Clough to 
play the dramatic leads and added 
Edna Barr to the cast. 


Emmett Corrigan Slander 


Suit Starts in L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 165. 

The damage action of Emmett 
Corrigan, legit actor, against Louis 
O. Macloon,° coast producer, has 
come to trial after pending since 
1925. 

Corrigan charees that Macloon 
and his wife und partner, Lil- 
lian Albertson, slandered him in a 
letter to Equity in which Corrigan 
was characterized as a notorious 
trouble maker and a contemptible 
actor. Corrigan is asking $100,000 
damages and $17,750 for breach of 
contract. 


$3 Tax Top Stands 
Washington, May 15. 

Admission tax on tickets above $3 
is being retained in the new law tor 
the sole -~urpose of keeping the tax 
a live ‘ssue in case of future need. 

This declaration of administration 
policy was made by Reed Smoot, 
chairman of the finance committea, 
when, with the Senate sitting as @ 
committee of the whole, the Demoe 
crats, led by Pat Harrison (Miss.), 
were endeavoring to win over Sena- 
tor Smoot to the removal of the tax 
without a vote. 

The Mississippi Senator made & 
strong plea for the entire repeal as 
did Senators Simmons and Cope- 
land. Senator Smoot stated that he 
favored the elimination of the tax 
for what benetit it would give the 
theatre but tied to it his declara- 
tion of policy to retain it on the 
statute books for future use. 


Sam Harris’ Musical 


Sam Harris may produce a mu- 
sical version of “Upstairs and 
Down” this summer. He is dick- 
ering with De Sylva, Brown and 
Henderson to write the book, music 
and lyrics. 


CORT CO.’S BAD CHECK 

A series of checks issued by John 
Cort’s Co., Inc., John Cort, presi- 
dent, to Harry A. Gair, an attorney 
at 130 West 42d street, were not 
paid at the American Union Bank 
and Gair has taken default judg- 
ment in two different suits for 
| $1,156 and $2,682, The checks were 
) issued a week apart. Gair split up 


he total into two actions in ordef 
to get quick action in the City 
iCourt. Cort did not appear. 


| 
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several Indie Lesit 


Leave Shuberts for Erlanger 


Producers 


Besides Harris, Guild and 


Richard Herndon Go Over 


a 


Jed Harris has been in negotia- 
tion with the Erlanger office with 
the idea of placing future bookings 
with that exchange. When a daily 
printed the arrangement as having 
been consumated, the Shubert, of- 
fice, through its press department, 
and Lee himself, objected. The Shu- 
perts demanded to know why the 
paper printed the story if not com- 
ing from Harris direct. Harris made 
a rejoinder by wanting to know 
what the Shuberts had to do with 
anything he might wish to say 
about his enterprises. 

The matter of the Harris bookings 
was regarded as important pot only 
because of that producer’s record 
for staging successes but in light 
of the Shuberts having lost the 
Theatre Guild’s bookings. That pro- 
voked the Shuberts into attacking 
the Guild’s shows, making charges 
to the district attorney as to their 
morality. The result was the d.a.’s 
elean bill of health to Guild's 
“Strange Interlude” and “Volpone,” 
the former then being awarded the 
Pulitzer prize, which made the com- 
plaints seem the more ridiculous, 


Others Lost 


In addition to losing the Guild’s 
bookings others have been recently 
lost to the Shuberts. Channing Pol- 
lock, who is to do “Mr. Money- 
penny” will book with Erlanger. Jo- 
seph Santley, who entered the pro- 
ducing last season, will also book 
through Erlanger. He is said to 
have been forced into the Shubert 
office. through failure to get an- 
other Broadway theatre. Aarons and 
Freedley may book at least some of 
their attractions with Erlanger 
hereafter. There has been friction 
with the Shuberts since they se- 
cured the new Alvin, which is cur- 
rently offering “Funny Face.” 

The Alvin is an independent the- 
atre and “Funny Face” is free to 
accept Erlanger bookings. It will 
go to the road however without 
the Astaires, who are returning to 
London to appear in the show there. 
Aarons and Freedley also have a 
lease on the Broadhurst, secured 
from the Shuberts and under the 
rental agreement all attractions ap- 
pearing there must book on the road 
through the Shuberts. That applies 
to the current “Here’s Howe.” 

Herndon, Too 

Last week the Klaw and Belmont, 
operated by Richard Herndon, 
switched from the Shuberts to Er- 
langer. With a string of houses dark 
throughout the season, bookings for 
both houses were meagre and Hern- 
don figured having a better chance 
with the Erlanger office. It was 
stated however that Erlanger is now 
interested in the leases of both the 
Klaw and Belmont, making him a 


Partner of Herndon. 
So far as Harris’ dealings with 
Erlanger are concerned, his “The 


Royal Family,” at the Selwyn and 
“Coquette” at Maxine Elliott's will 
Not be affected and will be booked 
through the Shubert exchange. 
Harris has three new shows 
aimed for the fall. One, “The Front 


Page,” opened out-of-town Monday. 
To come are “Man's Estate,” wiih 
Helen Hayes and a show in which | 


Ina «laire is to be starred. 

Monday Lee Shubert was report- 
ed in Atlantic City, where “The 
Front Page” opened, Another thing 
that appeared to rile his office was 
that the show had rehearsed at the 
Knickerbocker, an Erlanger house 


Berkeley Odd Doubling 


Busby Berkeley, in Lew Fields’ | 
Present Arms” and who staged | 


the dances for that show, is doub- |f0r Chicago and vicinity stock right 


ling between New York and Plain- 
field, where he has installed the 
Berkeley Players in Reade’s Plain- 
field theatre, and will make a try 
for a summer stock run. 

Berkeley directs the rehearsals of 
his stock for the following week's 
Performance during the time he is | 
hot working in the musical at | 
Fields’, 


DILLINGHAM-ERROL SHOW 
on Errol’s contract with Charle: 
ony sham for a new musical in the 
contirmed., William Anthony 
Is to do the book, and 
and Harry McCarthy | 


Pierney 
ore and lyrics. 


Pollock, Jos. Santley and 


Boston Whoopee 


Philip Hale has been dra- 
matic and music critic of the 
Boston “Herald” for many 
years. He had not been in 
New York for 15 years until 
a few days ago. 

Spending only one night in 
Gotham, picking his single en- 
tertainment was a nice prob- 
lem. 

He chose the Boston Sym- 
phony cencert§ at Carpegie 
Hall, 


Coast Tent Rep Quits 
When Players Walk Out 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

Comedians, operating 
on Whittier boulevard under a re- 
ceivership since last month, closed 
abruptly when the actors walked 
out after refusing to accept salary 
euts, 

Outfit has been in operation for 
the past three years, and although 
lately meeting with financial re- 
verses has kept going. When a 
petition in bankruptcy was recently 
filed against the company by the 
actors, a receiver was appointed 
and T. A. Miller was installed as 
manager of the house for the cred- 
itors. 

Show, however, is said to have 
fallen behind in salaries and when 
they were further asked to cut the 
players just blew. 


Coots es Shuberts 
For $4,000 Royalty 


J. Fred Coots, who with Maurie 
Rubens composed the scores of “Gay 
Paree” and “The Madcap,” has 
started suit against the Shuberts. 
asking $4,000 royalty. 

Service was made on J, J. Shubert 
as the latter was about to board the 
“Majestic” recently. It is alleged 
the process server was attacked on 
the pier by Shubert’s chauffeur and 
a body guard. 

Abner J. Rubien, attorney for 
Coots, became exercised over the in- 
cident and is said to have declared 
he would prosecute the men for 


assault, 

Coots had been receiving royalties | 
on a regular basis, Against his 
better judgment he was led to sign 
an employee’s contract calling for a 
salary of $50 in lieu of royalties. 


That agreement expired in June 
1927. A renewal of the contract was 
anticipated, but a dispute arose and 
there was no renewal. 

Because of a technicality, Coots 
has no further action for ‘Paree,”’ 
although that show, as well as 
“Madcap,” extended beyond the con- 
tract period. 

Coots’ suit is 


made under the 


Group ef Stocks Bid | 
En Bloc for ‘Baggage’ | 


lauthors’ basis minimum contract. 
i 


Chicago, May 15. 

Frank <A. P. Gazzola, former } 
owner of the Studebaker and at | 
present interested with his son, | 


Dudley, in operation of the Kedzie, 
stock, is dickering with 


ta 
Gazzola is making an 

eedented offer, cuara 

play 12 weeks ata 


percentage, The 12 


unpre- 
the 
and 
would be 


nteering 
lump 


WECKS 


sum 


CARELESS P. A. ENGAGES 
GIRL TO MARRIED MAN 


Story Printed Without Confir- 
mation Brings Profuse Apolo- 
gies to Oscar Bradley 


The press department of “The 
Connecticut Yankee’ show at the 
Vanderbilt pulled a boner last week 
that threw a bombshell in the news- 
paper offices over the announcement 
that Oscar Bradley, musical direc- 
tor of “Rosalie,” was to wed Mar- 
garet Collins of “The Yankee” cast. 
This was all wrong, as Bradley has 
been married 12 years, has a 10- 
year-old son and is happily married. 

The papers fell for it hard and 
even the rotogravure sections laid 
emphasis photographically. And the 
apologies flew thick and fast when 
the error came to light. 

It all happened when Miss Col- 
lins was discovered as “engaged”’ 
and the p. d. in jumping on the 
story heard that her intended was a 


musician whose first name was 
“Oscar” and that he was with the 
“Rosalie” show. The p. d. got a 


“Rosalie” program and spotted the 
name of Oscar Bradley, musical 
director. Out went the names of 
Bradley and Collins as engaged to 
marry. 

All kinds of embarrassment was 
heaped upon the Bradieys and the 
papers in running down the true 
facts put their lawyers on the job 
quick so that there would be no big 
damage suits or court action started 
by the Bradleys. 

Walter J. Kingsley, of the Zieg- 
feld offices, was asked by the news- 
papers and the attorneys to use his 
influence with the Bradleys In get- 
ting things squared. And Walter 
did, with each of the papers carry- 
ing a denial. 

The “Oscar” in question was 
Oscar Wassenberg, first violinist 
and concert maestro for the Brad- 
ley orchestra. 

When the story broke Bradley 
was deluged with wires and con- 
grats and one hotel offered him the 
bridal suite at the inn. Even the 
“Rosalie” orchestra struck up 
Lohengrin’s “Wedding March” when 
Bradley strolled in to direct. AN 
in all it was all a very embarrass- 
ing moment for Bradley. 

In the apologies the papers laid 
the blame on the “Yankee” press 
department, although none _ had 
tried to obtain confirmation be- 
fore printing the yarn. 


2 Stocks Closed 
With Money Trouble 


Two stock companies closed Sat- 
urday because of financial trouble. 

Woodward Players wound up in 
Detroit. Money was forwarded the 
players by Equity, there having 
been a deposit guarantecing salaries 
and return transportation. 

Bob Williams’ stock closed at At- 
lanta. Equity advanced some money 


to the players, the balance to be 
paid when a surety bond is col- 
lected, 


Elizabeth Risdon’s | 
Daughter Elopes | 
Williams, comedian with| 
Mitzi company, 


Charles 
the “Madcap,” 


eloped with Virginia Evans las 
week via airplane from 


lL. I., to the East Boston airport. 

The bride is the daughter wish 
Brandon Evans and Elizabeth Ris-| 
of the Theatre Guild. 


Lynbrook, | 


aon 

The couple were married at City} 
Hall with Grover Whalen the best} 
} man. The elopement to Boston] 
where William@is playing with the 
Mitzi company followed He is a} 
former Albanian and was in bur-| 
lesque and vaudeville before join-| 
ling the musical. 

Opposition to the marriage by the 
| bride’s parents is said to have, 
prompted the elopement. Mrs. | 
Williams was on the stage for a 
short time under the name of sine | 
Evans. She will not return to or 
stige 

| 


comprised of all Chicago stock 


those in nearby small 


houses 


towns. 


ana 


“Jazz Singer’s” Yiddish Rights 


h actor 


William Schwartz, Yiddi 
has purchased the world’s Yiddish 
stage rights to “The Jizz Singer” | 
from Sam H. Harris and Al Lewis. | 


Sa 

Kdwin A Relkin and Sigmund | 
Weintraub have Schwartz under] 
cont + f¢ five ears ¢ aw 1} pre | 


PRESIDENT’S WIFE STOCK FAN : 


Ist Night Applause 


The reception applause at 
the New York premiere of the 
George Trvler She Stoops to 


cone- 


Conquer” revival was so 
tinuous as to be extraordi- 


nary, even to veteran §ftirst- 
nichters., 
Mrs. Leshe Carter was 


cheered for a full minute, and 
Pauline Lord, whe only reads 
a brief prologue written” by 
David Garrick, stood helpless 
before the curtain, while the 
house yelled, stamped = and 
clapped. 

The other star players were 
almost as vociferously salvoed. 
Not only once, but on almost 
each re-entrance. Mrs. Carter 


took not less than seven re- 
ceptions. 
Strangely, there was little 


applause at the act-ends, and 
in two of the four curtain mo- 
ments there was utter silence. 


High Hatting Brother May 
Cost Miss Gosnell $10,000 


Westport, Conn., May 15. 

High hatting her brother may cost 
Evelyn Gosnell Barger $10,000. 

On April 12 she had her brother, 
Lemuel J. Gosnell, arrested for the 
theft of a lawnmower and a saw. 
Gosnell was given his freedon, when 
the case was heard in court and he 
now wants $10,000 to compensate 
for the loss of reputation and for 
the 11 days he spent in jail await- 
ing trial. 


Mann Complaint Stands 


Federal Judge John C. Knox 
thinks so well of Clara Lipman 
Mann’s cause for action against 


Edgar Selwyn and Edmund Gould- 
ing, the producer and authors of 
“Dancing Mothers,” that he has re- 
fused to dismiss Mrs. Mann’s com- 
plaint. She alleged the Selwyn- 
Goulding play infringed on her own 
“The Lady From Westchester.” 

Judge Knox states in his opinion 
that it is apparent that Nora Bayes, 
who had read Mrs. Mann’s play, had 
told the story to Goulding and the 
latter bad been influenced by it. 
While the dialog is dissimilar, and 
also the common plots are not par- 
ticularly new or novel, the court 
feels there is-sufficiently close simi- 
larity to warrant a continuation of 
the case with another trial. 


$127,000 Advance Sale 
For Guild’s “Interlude” 


An advance sale of record propor- | 
tions is held by the Theatre Guild 
on “The Strange Interlude” at the 
Golden, New York. It now amounts} 
to $127,000. The Golden is com- | 
pletely sold out until June 27, and | 
the Guild intends running the mara- 
thon play through the summer. | 


“World’s” Critical Work 


| have the post. 


When St. John Ervine arrives to | 
write dramatics for “The World,” | 
he will partially succeed to the | 
duties of Alexander Woolleott. Er- 
vine will write a weekly piece; 
nothing more planned at the mo- | 
ment. He is expected to stay for | 
four months and then return. } 


While he is here Alison Smith | 
will do the first line reviewing and 
Ervine will also see shows, but tor | 
his commentaries only, making no | 
day after report. Jeffery Holmes- 
l'dale continues in the department, 
handling dai column and review- | 
ing shows and pictures, | 

It is expected that Miss Smith } 
will take over the head of the de- 
partment following St. John Er- | 
vine departure, Variety last week 
stated that Dudley Nichols might 


It is understood that 
“The World” prefer 
in the local depart- 


the editors 


to keep Nichols 


ment. as he is their star reporter. 
Marxs’ New Show 
Irving Berlin, despite his allegi- 
ince to the new Al Jolson show for 


to do the music and 


the Shuberts, is 


Washingt May lyrics again for the 4 Marx LDroth- | 
Mre. Calvin Coolidge, wife of the |ers’ opera. George S. Kaufman re- | 
President. is again a stock fan | peats librettisc and Sam H. Huar-! 
signed a regularly printed|ris ayain sponsors the production, as 
lorder blank instructing Steve Coch- | with “The Cocoanuts.” | 
ran to hold four seats each Wednes- | Pesides beir in on @ percentage 
a matinee for his company at the | Chi Oo Marx also has a “picee” of the 
National lshow with Harris 
The President continues, though Harp Mitt tomorrow | 
ive little attention tc the the- 1 ( ‘ ler Wie 


CHARGES ON WM. KENT 
FOR DRUNKENNESS 


Aarons & Freedley Complain 
to Equity—Delayed Per- 


formance 
Charges against William Kent, 
featured played in “Funny Face,” 


at the Alvin, New York, were filed 
Friday with Equity by Aarons and 
Freedley, producers of the show, 
This action followed issuance to the 
actor of notice of dismissal by Alex 
A, Aarons. Andrew Tombes was ene 
gaged to replace Kent. 

The case was considered by 
Equity’s council Tuesday with a 
decision due today, Conclusive evie 
dence of misbehavior was reported. 

The charges alleged -that Kent 
Was intoxicated and in such condi= 
tion unable to properly perform 
Thursday night. It is further ale 
leged the actor was in similar cone 
dition the night before and delayed 
the performance 15 minutes. 

It is the second time that charges 
of a similar nature have bcen hands 


ed Equity for disciplinary action. 
Recently Jeanne FEagels was suse 


pended from good standing in 
Equity for 18 months, which will 
bar her from the American legiti- 
mate stage until Sept. 1, 1929. In 
her case a tour was discontinued 
because of her lapses, the reason 
for the heavy punishment. 
Thursday, after a bit with Betty 
Compton, Kent is alleged to have 
called many of the company vile 
names when in the wings. He 
also turned on Aarons, using 
blasphemous terms. Friday Kent is 
said to have extended apologies all 
around, but the management ige 
nored the advances and made write 
ten complaint to Equity. 
Kent has been with Awrons and 
Freedley for three years. There 
have been other unpleasant expee 
riences through the same cause, it 
is said. He was sent abroad to ap- 


pear in ‘Lady Be Good” for the 
managers, . 
Last Friday it was clai:.. 4 that 


Kent’s bawdy language was heard 
out front and that complaints were 
made at the box office. 


Cleve-Detroit Air 
Trip to Opera, $55 


Detroit, May 15, 
Jim DeVoe, local concert mane 
ager, will top the railroads and 
boat lines this year when the Metroe 
politan Opera company pluys Cleves 
land, 
DeVoe is promoting passengers, 


for a round trip airplane ride to 
the opera. The trip consumes about 
100 minutes each way. DeVoes $55 
tap per head calls for departure in 
the early evening, dinner at the 
Statler upon arrival in Cleveland, 
tickets for the opera and return to 
Detroit shortly after midnight. 

As an agreement with the opera’s 
sponsors in Cleveland forbids the 
appearance of the Met company 
within 250 miles of that city, it 
has been the custom for miuny res- 
idents of Detroit to go to Cleveland 
for a day to take in the perform- 
ance. DeVoe regards his airway 
idea as classier than on water or 


choo-choo, while knowing it’s 
Snappicr, 

DeVoe is manager of the Phile 
harmonic Central Concert bureau 
here. 

12 Miles Out Plays 

San Francisco, May 15. 

Sausalito Players, of Sausalito 
and Mill Valley, just across the 
bay from here, and who have fige 
ured in controversies with women’s 
organizations over their produce 
tions, are discussing a plan. 

They propose to buy from the 
government one of th old winde 


jammers now in the mud of upper 
tichardson Bay, and convert it into 
a “floating” art theatre. Plon would 
be to anchor outside government 
jurisdiction and produce anything 
they chose. 


BANKROLLS CHORISTERS HOME 


Two troupes of Tiller yvirls who 
have been in America for three years 
turned down @& 
‘harles 


show 


lay-off 


land preferred to visit their homes 


und take vacation. Dittingham 
rolled nome, the fares 
him $2 

Troupes were with She's My 
na I> ing nm rouge 
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“Plays on Broadway 


BLACKBIRDS OF 1928 


Colored cast revue presented and staged 
at the Liberty May 9 by Lew Leslic; lyrics 
by Dorothy Fields; score by Jimmy Me- 


Hugh Adelaide Hall, Bill Robinson, Aida 
Ward and Tim Moore featured. In sup- 
port: Blue McAllister, Crawford Jackson, 


Lloyd Mitchell, Shorty Lucas, Willard Me- 
Lean, Manton Moreland, Eloise Uggams, 
George W. Cooper, Milton Crawley, Philip 
Patterson. Ruth Johnson and Margie Hub- 
bard. Orchestra arrangements by Will 
Vodry, Ken MacComber and Arthur Good- 
man, 


Lew Leslie is something of a spe- 
eialist in colored musical shows. 
When he took a troupe of that type 
to England and Paris a season or 
so back, it was highly successful. 
The show was called “Blackbirds,” 
headed by the unique songstress 
Florence Mills, whose lamentable 
death last summer smothered the 
pians for looked-for reappearances 
here and abroad. 


“Blackbirds of 1928" represents 
Leslie’s renewed efforts along same 
lines. It was the revue at his Am- 
bassadeurs, night club on 57th street, 
and Leslie decided to expand it into 
a regular stage presentation. “Black- 
birds” is good entertainment even 
though its skits are home made, 
which implies that the comedy is 
away off. But there are clever 
people and excellent numbers to 
counterbalance. 

A happy last minute addition to 
the cast was Bill Robinson, filched 
right out of vaudeville. The first 
nighters raved over him, his buck- 
wheat smile and marvelous hoofing. 
There probably isn’t a hard shoe 
tapper in the world to compare with 
him and certainly none his peer in 
the precision of dance rhythm. Bill 
muffed the lyrics of his, solo song, 
not unexpected because of a short 
rehearsal. But when he walked on 
with Aida Ward chorusing “I Can 
Give You Anything But Love,” 
everything was even. Adelaide Hall 
another of the show's features, was 
in on the number, too. 

The song has a corking melody. 
It was in Delmar’s ‘‘Revels” and re- 


leased upon the closing of that 
troupe some time ago. It was 
written by Dorothy Fields and 
Jimmy McHugh, who did “Black- 


birds.” As now handled by the col- 
ored band and players, it has a 
real chance for the popularity never 
gained in ‘“Revels,”’ The dance 
bands can go right to it. 

Over the radio the lilting tones of 
Aida Ward's voice attracted atten- 
tion last fall at the Cotton. Club. 
Leslie added her to “Blackbirds” as 
a floor show and she created an 
impression. Miss Ward is a sable 
pippin. In addition to her physical 
charms she has a voice that rates 
her an embryo Florence Mills. 
Those curious high notes are not 
so lusty but with training she 
should become the successor, from 
the present colored field, to Miss 
Mills, the leading musical comedy 
actress of her race. 

Just before the finale Miss Ward 
came on in immaculate male even- 
ing clothes—no actress ever looked 
better in them. The bit was billed 
“A Memory of 1927," an impersona- 
tion of Miss Mills without her name 
mentioned. In the departed star's 
favorite togs she sang her favorite 
number, “Mandy Make Up Your 
Mind,” while the chorus bent eves 
stageward. It was a sentimental 
gesture, one appreciated by the first 
nighters and finely accomplished by 
the Ward girl. 


Miss Hall had her scoring mo- 
ments too. Her best ditty was “I 
Must Have That Min,” another 


Fields and McHugh hit. 
got in on that too, to 
of the audience. 

Miss Hall’s first hit came with 
“Diga, Diga Do,” very prettily cos- 
tumed. Both in song and dance, 
which had the chorus wiggling not 
a little, the number was the hit of 
the floor show and stands out as 
the best sight number in “Black- 
birds’” present form. She also led 
“Bandanna Babies,” another attrac- 
tive number. Billie Cortez stepped 
out of Halli Johnson's choir to lead 
“Porgy,” the most effective ensemble 
singing. done as a spiritual. 

Robinson led the good looking 
chorus of high browns in “Doin’ the 


Robinson 
the delight 


New Low Down.” but one of the 
specialists, Earl Tucker, in his low 
down, is a caution. Has he got 


snake hips-—-and how! ‘Tucker is a 


marvel in his way, for no such 
weaving of the hips has yet been 
shown. That boy certainly smacked 


‘em hard. 
specialist, 


Milton Crawley, another 
copped himself some- 
thing in the first act, billed with 
his “low down” clarinet. Milt is 
acrobatic and whether on the floor, 
on the way up or down he keeps 
tooting the reed, 

The dance contingent holds over 
two of the three stepping boys used 
at the Ambassadeurs. Best is Blue 
McAllister, clubby fellow working 
with Crawford Jackson and Lloyd 
Mitchell. Out of the original three 
is U. S. Thompson. The first act 
finale is “Magnolia’s Wedding Day,” 
McAllister playing the bride for 
laughter. 

Two blackouts are fair, one called 
“That a Nicht” and the other “Get- 
ting Married in Harlem.” Tim 
Moore, comic, has added little to 
the skits. .“Picking a Plot.’ having 
the inevitable graveyard bit, just 
got by. “Rear Cat Jones’ Last 
Ficht” was little better. 

As to production it is nearly nfl 


constituting the principal 
dress. “Blackbirds” depends 
on its players and numbers, how- 
ever. It is there in both respects 
and ficures to accomplish a fairly 
successful engagement. Ibee. 


She Stoops to Conquer 


George C. Tyler presents an all-star re- 
vival of Oliver Goldsmith's classic farce, 
staged by William Seymour; at the Er- 
langer theatre, May 14; $3.30 top. 

Sir Charies Marlow.....Lawrance D'Orsay 


drapes 
stagze 


Young Marlow..... Wilfrid Seagram 
Hardcastle...... Lyn Harding 
Mrs. Hardcastle........Mrs. Leslie Carter 
Kate Hardcastle. Fay Bainter 
Tony Lumpkin..... Hunter 
Hastings... Horace Braham 
Constance Neville.........-Patricia Collinge 


Mat D, Seymour 
Tim Thoms 
William Lorenz 
Prologue read Pauline Lord 


When George Tyler 
star” he ain’t foolin’. Pauline Lord, 
Mrs. Carter, D’Orsay, Glenn Hun- 
ter, Fay Bainter, O. P. Heggie, Pa- 
tricia Collinge, Lyn Harding, Hor- 
ace Braham, Wilfrid Seagram—and 
plenty more. Unless they're cutting 
for the pleasure of working for 
Tyler or the honor of doing this 
archiae farce, and are working at 
the sularies they can command in 
the theatrical market, the cast must 
cost in the vicinity of $8,000 a 
week. 

And—for what? The dear old 
relic is just fair stuff. Such a com- 
pany in an upstanding modern 
drama would be a landmark in the 
history of the stage. Naturally, the 
ancient material gets a great per- 
formance. But it seems such a 
prodigality, such a waste. 

Pauline Lord, reading a three- 
minute prologue, one of those old 
“beg your indulgence” things, and 
that’s all fer ner. If she were of- 
fered such a thing in a play of to- 
day she’d throw a bottle or a fit. 
Yet in the name of Goldsmith (Oli- 
ver, not even Freddie) she perhaps 
feels anointed. 

In truth, “She Stoops” is a stu- 
pid, wooden and never plausible or 
brilliant slapstick In which Glenn 
Hunter, the best of our very young 
serious actors, disports himself kit- 
tenishly as a Peck’'s Bad Boy of 200 
years ago. 

Mrs. Carter, Miss Collinge and 
Mr. Harding give legitimate per- 
formances, and Miss Bainter, whose 
role is silly and hoydenish and 
mincining, is charm itself. But on 
the whole the comedy is clumsy 
Seagram, in the bashful bit which 
all actors for centuries have licked 
their lips over, probably does it bet- 
ter than it was ever acted before— 
but it is boresome, stretched, and 
has been constructed a thousand 
times since and far better in vaude- 
ville and elsewhere. 

The poor old vehicle rattles and 
creaks. Its asides and soliloquies, 
its plot put together like a child 
byilds a house of blocks, its lengthy 
and repetitious speeches and its 
once sly observations, all rolled to- 
gether convey little of the classic. 
Goldsmith was a wise cracker in 
his generation. He wrote good 
verses for immortality and bad 
fareces for a living. He must have 
been on the cuff plenty when he 
clicked off “She Stoops to Con- 
quer.” 

The names alone would insure 
week-stand turnaways. At the 
handsome new Erlanger’s theatre 
it is said to be in for two and 
mavbe three wecks. That should 
exhaust the demand, which will be 
largely from those who read the 
newspaper ads, and not by help of 
audiences who have come, seen and 
gone. 

Tvler makes a specialty of these 
revivals. Surely such casts are a 
thrill. Perhaps Tyler's heirs’ heirs’ 
heirs’ heirs will revive that in 2128, 
and also bill it as “an all-star 
classic revival.” Meanwhile, if 
Tvler loves the musty immortals of 
the theatre, he might do better to 
have dalliance with Shakespeare, 
who is always important, at least. 

Lait. 


says “all- 


INTERFERENCE 


(Pop. price revival) 
Joseph FE. Shea presents his Cosmopoll- 


tan Players in a revival of this British 
comedy-melo by Roland Pertwee and Har- 
old Dearden, at $1.10, as the first of a 


series of weekly presentations at low 
prices; at Cosmopolitan theatre, May 7. 
Sir John Marley, M. D....... Colin Hunter 
Barbara Alison Bradshaw 
Deborah Kane...... -Katharine Hayden 
Bits, Lily Kerr 
P. C. Leonard 
Bet, Horace Sinclair 
Mrs. 


For years Broadway has talked 
about a cheap rep. Many have 
sworn they'd attempt it. Now the 
intrepid Joe Shea, who has cradled 
many a flop in the higher-priced 
legit, not only went in, but went in 


up to his neck. He rented the Cos- 
mopoelitan, organized a troupe and 


; broke the pop-priced ice with “In- 
which ran about half a 
under 


| terference, 
recently at the 
‘sponsorship of Gilbert 


vear 


Milier. 


ee 


The jury has to stay out a while. 
Ne one can tell what Shea may do 
with his courageous venture. The 
reason is. “Interference.” A great 
London hit, it is foreign and high- 
brow in New York. That isn’t a 
comprehensive test in New York. 
Every time Joe picked a $3.85 piece 
it looked like $1.10—now he picks 
a $1.10 piece, and it smells of $3.85. 
But the $1.10 idea must appeal to 
the shoe-clerk and the chamber- 
maid, and they will not care for 
“Interference” much, 

Currently is “Saturday's Chil- 
dren.” Closer to the ground. But 
still too profound for general con- 
sumption. If Shea intends to stick 
and put over his Woolworth re- 
vivals of Broadway successes, he 
has to get the more balcony-appeal- 
ing sort. A hundred could be listed. 
The first and the second would run 
about 98 and 89. 

The original production of “In- 
terference” is flashed. The cast is 
good—far too good. The $1..) gang 
don't want their shows so well and 
so legitimately acted. In spots this 
outfit does the British comedy- 
drama-melo better than it was 
acted in the first place, under direc- 
tion of Campbell Guilan. Brandon 
Tynan, though his wig is atrocious, 
outstrips A. E. Matthews, who was 
the hit of the original; and Kath- 
erine Hayden seemed to this re- 
porter better, prettier and more ef- 
fective than the “name”  out- 
stander, Kathleen MacDonnell, as 
Deborah. 

Yet, it was all undertoned for 
the dollar crowd. These folks like 
noise, biff-bang and wham. “In- 
terference” doesn’t allow it. And 
these players won't go after it. 
Horace Sinclair, in a compar- 
atively minor role of Dr. Puttock, is 
the cnly original caster in his origi- 
nal part; Philip Tonge, who played 
Helder at the Empire, is promoted 
to Childers at the Cosmo. The rest 


of the Shea assemblage easily 
measures up creators. It 
shouldn't. What Joe needs is 
strutting, bristling, scenery-chew- 


ing actors. The day is past, if it 
ever was present, when class can 
intrigue the populace. ! 
Anyone can walk into the lobby 
of the Ritz, free; but only those 
who belong, do. The rest go where 
they feel at home. At $1.10 one 
must make the rabble feel at home. 
Giving them the big stuff at low 
rates won't bring them. If the goods 
is the goods, it must be keyed 
to the level of the mob, or the mob 
won’t come. 

Judgment must be reserved at 
least two weeks. “Saturday's Chil- 
dren” will probably do slightly bet- 
ter. After that, if Shea can meet 
the stratum of the $1.10 foreheads, 
he is in the bag; if he gives the 
roughnecks too much for their 
secant dough, they'll give him the 
bum’s rush the same as any other 
sucker. Lait. 


PLAYS OUT-OF-TOWN 


THE FRONT PAGE 


Atlantic City, May 14. 

It is a strange coincidence that 
“Congratulations” is the show that 
follows in “The Front Page,” which 
had its premiere at the Apollo last 
evening. But no need to defer the 
congratulations a full week when 
they are already due to Jed Harris, 
who, through the literary efforts of 
Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur, 
has brought to life a new drama- 
farce destined to make its mark in 
the legit game, and another of his 
one set shows. 

“The Front Page” is that type of 
newspaper story that shows to what 
extent the newshounds will go to 
secure a scoop and what risks and 
sacrifices are necessary to beat 
their competitors. The play bor- 
ders on the melodramatic at times, 
becomes farcical at others and, all 
in all, is an excellent evening’s en- 
tertainment. 

Show opens in the press room of 
the criminal court building with 
various reporters from the different 
sheets in Chicago awaiting the 
latest news of the coming hanging 
in the morning of Earle Williams, 
confessed slayer of a colored cop- 
per. As it is just a few days be- 
fore election, the administration is 
desirous of making an example of 
Williams as a migans of gaining 
the strong colored vote. 

Hildy Johnson, star reporter on 
one of the biggest papers, bursts in 
to give farewells to his old 
friends, as he is to leave for New 
York with his fiancee and her 
mother. Forsaking the newspaper 
racket to take up advertising. 
searing a grudge against Burns, his 
managing editor, he has quit at this 
critical time, leaving the paper flat- 
footed to catch the hanging. Just 
before his departure, a jail break 
occurs and the murderer escapes. 
True to his newspaper instinct, and 
rather than see his old sheet 
scooped, he phones the story to his 
hated boss and, following up the 
lead, learns, by bribing one of the 
guards with all his personal wealth, 
how it was accomplished and se- 
cures an additional story. As this 
money was the amount he relied 
upon to take him to New York, he 
finds it necessary to remain on the 
premises until Burns can make 
good. 


his 


in that the 
surrounded in a de- 


Rumors have come 
murderer is 


serted shack downtown, and while 
the other reporters are following 
the false clue, Williams climbs in 
the room where Johnson is loitering. 
Instantly grasping the opportunity 
for the biggest yarn of his life- 
time, Hildy forgets New York, 
secretes the murderer and phones 
Burns, who rushes pell mell to the 
scene. 

They hide the convict in a roll 
top desk, intending to hold him till 
morning, turn him over to the au- 
thorities and reap the full glory for 
their paper. Johnson's future 
mother-in-law, however, perceives 
the hiding place and, for fear of 
having the scheme spoiled, Burns 
orders his men to abduct her until 
everything is over. In the mean- 
time a reprieve from the governor 
has come to the crooked mayor and 
sheriff but, as this would defeat 
their plan of winning the colored 
vote, they bribe the messenger to 
bring it back when it is too late. 
Meanwhile, the cab in which the 
mother-in-law is being’ spirited 
away crashes into one of the nu- 
merous patrol wagons scouring the 
city with the result she is soon back 
on the scene with the sheriff and 
his minions of the law. 

Before she can blurt out the hid- 
ing place of Williams, the sheriff 
accidentally discovers it and imme- 
diately places Burns and Hildy un- 
der arrest for conspiracy to aid an 
escaped criminal. At this critical 
time the governor’s messenger re- 
turns, having decided to refuse the 
bribe for fear of his wife and the 
perfidy of the mayor and sheriff is 
disclosed, 

By this time Hildy has seemingly 
lost his fiancee, because he seemed 
to put the paper before his love, 
but she returns, forgives him and 
they start off anew. Burns, before 
they go, makes his peace with 
Johnson and gives him a valuable 
watch. But the editor, rather than 
lose a good newspaperman, ar- 
ranges with the police to have him 
stopped at the next station and re- 
turned to Chicago, claiming that his 
watch was stolen. 

It is in this last part that the 
play is weak. Burns, up to this 
time, has won sympathy by his 
vivid portrayal of the go-getting 
managing editor who stops at noth- 
ing. In recalling Hildy from his 
journey to New York, he lives up to 
his loyalty to the paper, but in- 
terferes with romance, that neces- 
sary requisite to every good story. 
With a happier ending, the play has 
great possibilities. Dialog is fast, 
snappy and even raw. Profanity is 
indulged in to an alarming extent. 

“The Front Page” is happily cast 
with a company. of 24, all of whom 
have speaking parts. Lee Tracy, as 
Yildy Johnson, walks off with the 
honors. Osgood Perkins also scores 
heavily as the hard-fighting man- 
aging editor. To mention the others 
who gave excellent performances 
would be to enumerate the entire 
cast, which includes Phyllis Povah, 
Claude Cooper, Allen Jenkins, Fran- 
ces Fuller, Jessie Cromette, George 
Barbier, Joseph Spurin-Calleia, Jay 
Wilson, Walter Baldwin, Tammany 
Young, Wm. Foram, Willard Foster, 
Vincent York, Violet Barney, 
Eduardo Cianelli, Charles Gilpin, 
Frank Conlan, George Leach and a 
few others. 

George S. Kaufman has done good 
work in staging the piece, with the 
lone set by Raymond Sovey. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Philadelphia, May 14. 

“Congratulations,” the new com- 
edy by Morgan Wallace, actor, which 
Lawrence Shubert, assistant general 
manager of the Shubert management 
in this city, and nephew of Lee and 
J. J., is presenting at the Adelphi 
theatre, is one tryout which has 
enough novelty and originality in its 
makeup to justify much hard and 
patient work being expended to iron 
out flaws. 

Wallace’s comedy, which will not 
close for the season here Saturday as 
expected, but goes to Atlantic City 
next week and may try the Groad- 
way going this summer, has an 
amusing fundamental idea that is 
partially sidetracked at times but 
which manages to keep above the 
surface throughout three acts to 
provide admirable entertainment. 

The story, briefly, is this: A stock 
company in a small town, called 
Hokum City, is having its troubles. 
In fgct, the young backer and lead- 
ing man, is pretty nearly at his 
wits’ end to keep things going and 
to pay off at the end of the week. 
At this point the town boss and one 
of his henchmen come to the the- 
atre, the former making a proposi- 
tion to the actor that he be- 
come candidate for mayor of Hokum 
City. The idea is merely a political 
ruse, the plan being that he is to 
serve merely as a dummy to distract 
public attention while the real choice 
of the gang is being elected. The 
politicians point out to the leading 
man that the publicity will help his 
box office, and they are right. 

From the start business picks up, 
the prices of seats are boosted and, 
for the first time in the town’s his- 
tory, ticket speculators appear on 
the street. The young actor candi- 
date supposedly does every possible 
thing to prevent his election, but, of 
course, things turn out quite con- 
trary to plan, and he is finally elect- 
ed over the gange’s man. Where- 
upon he begins to take his job seri- 
ously and tells the town’s veteran 


| politicians where they get off. Vari- 
‘ous members of the stock company 


are given places in the cit 

and end young mayer ant 
pears to be entirely reco ’ 

new calling. his 

mad 
cipal play here on its sma 
op’ry house atmosphere. This 
an opportunity for plenty of ene 
elty, and fitted smoothly into the 
first portions of the play, but had ra 
be more or less dragged in by the 
heels in the latter stages, which deal 
with the political campaign. To 
provide this atmosphere an old. 
fashioned curtain, covered with aqd- 
vertisements, is used. There are a 
number of curtain speeches, flowerg 
are passed over the footlights, and 
finally, cough lozenges (each pack. 
age announced to contain a picture 
of the leading man in one of his 
famous roles), are sold between cur- 
tains in the audience. Al! of this 
procedure recalls, although the spirit 
is qhite different, “The Spider,” and 
may or may not help popularize the 
play. 

As it stands now, the second act 
of “Congratulations” is the cream of 
the play. Act is divided into three 
scenes, each one laid in a different 
room of the town’s leading hotel, 
The first scene is pure farce and 
very funny. The daughter of the 
opposing candidate, a young flapper, 
comes to the actor’s room because 
she is igfatuated by his stage work. 
When her father arrives, said actor 
hides her in the servidor, calls up 
the head bell boy to “take a suit of 
clothes to be pressed.” This use of 
the servidor is ingenious and pro- 
vides a flock of laughs. Last scene 
of the act reverts to hokum melo- 
drama. It represents election night, 
with the stock company gathered in 
a hotel room prepared to hear the 
returns. They believe the whole 
campaign to have been on the level, 
and when the actor-manager tells 
them the truth, they are heartbroken 
and amazed. Then comes the news 
that he has been elected after all. 
In spite of himself, the scene has all 
the mechanical suspense of a 
“Checkers” or a “Man of the Hour,” 
and is nicely handled. 

The last act is much too long but 
contains plenty of good material. 
The surprise is provided by the 
switch of the hero’s affections from 
the leading woman of the company 
to the flapper who has caused him 
the aforementioned embarrassment, 
One of the faults of the play, for 
audience consumption, is that this 
transfer of love interest has not been 
sufficiently planted or worked up to 
in the preceding action. 

The cast is not of the best in 
many instances, and the play which 
demands a certain subtlety and deli- 
cacy of playing, will stand forth 
more vividly with new players. How- 
ever, there are three of the present 
troupe which deserve special men- 
tion. They are Leo Donnelly, as the 
press agent-manager of the outfit; 
Ralph Locke as an Italian politician, 
and Charles Kennedy as the “boss.” 

Sharpening of the first act, cute 
ting of the last act, a less sudden 
switch of the love interest and bet- 
ter casting should make “Congratu- 
lations” an interesting and out-of- 
the-ordinary comedy. Waters. 


Musical for Bert Wheeler 


Ziegfeld’s summer production 
plans call for a musical comedy by 
William Anthony McGuire, starring 
Eddie Cantor. 


e its prin. 


2” 


A musical version of “Six Cylin- 


der Love” with Bert Wheeler in the 
former Ernest Truex role, is also 
scheduled. 

It’s probably the final season for 
Wheeler on the stage. That comed- 
ian has a standing contract offer 
from Harold Lloyd, with the agree- 
ment for pictures to start at $500 
more weekly than Wheeler is now 
receiving under the Ziegfeld term. 


Critic’s Play Closed 


“Box Seats” was called off at the 
Little, New York, Monday after 
playing about three and one-half 
weeks. The show, reported in finan- 
cial difficulty since opening, 5 
presented by Gordon Leland, until 
recently dramatic critie on the “Bill- 
board.” 

Last week, when he failed to post 
the required salary guarantee money, 
with Equity, the cast waived it for 
the week. There was a balance sed 
pay three-eighths of a week's salary, 


but Leland failed to post money for . 


this week. 


TIMONEY-WEST PLAY 
James Timoney, the attorneys 


show producer, is to produce 4 play * 
story of 


entitled “Five-a-Day,.” a 

vaudeville life written by Mae 

West. 7 
Casting will start withing two 

weeks. 


Miss West will not appear in the 
piece. 


Choos’ Summer Show 


George Choos is to do a new ~ ‘ 
mer musical shortly. Kalmer ant ; 
Ruby are adapting the book fron 


: ag handling 
the Hungarian, as well as fh rndiing 


music and lyrics. 
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~ Little Theatre Tournament 


Vastly disappointing and consid- 
erably below par, the sixth annual 
Little Theatre Tournament at the 


Frolic, New York, this season evi- 
denced a jack of progress in the 
little theatre field. The reputed in- 
creasing popularity of the little the- 
atres, With such material assets as 
their own modestly complete play- 
nouses coupled with the strong 
community support most of them 
command, leads to the belief that 
the past year or two the little the- 
atre groups must have concentrated 
their efforts chiefly on the acquisi- 
tion of realty and structural agsets, 
rather than the furtherance of their 
histrionic ambitions. 

More than ever before, the in- 
clination to overact was manifest, 
The paucity of suitable original ma- 
terial was evidenced from the very 
beginning. The Samuel French Co., 
short play publishers, which offers 
$200 each for the best two original 
and heretofore unpublished plays, 
benefited meagrely in the ultimate 
selection of “Hero Worship,” played 
by the Town Theatre of Savannah, 
Ga., and “Pink and Patches,” pre- 
sented by the Blackfriars of Agnes 
Scott College, a woman’s institute 
of the higher learning in the thriv- 
ing metropolis of Decatur, Ga. 

Both these selections, done rea- 
sonably well, did not impress cre- 
atively, Frances Hargis authored 
“Hero Worship” and Margaret 
Bland wrote “Pink and Patches.” 
Coincidentally, both are female- 
authored and both were presented 
by Georgia groups, at which a 
somewhat enthusiastic contingent 
of native rooters from the southern 
state became demonstrative because 
of this double score for their native 
heath. 

The revivals were better pro- 
duced, although, too, in this case 
the same penchant for over-acting, 
and the seemingly universal in- 
clination for pedantically dramatic 
works, were strongly in evidence. 
The little theatre groups seem 
prejudiced against or incapable of 
comedy playlets. 

The Ardrossan and_ Saltcoats 
Players of Ardrossan, Scotland, the 
imported group, repeated their 
British contemporary’s score of last 
year, by easily annéKXing a leg on 
the Belasco cup, with their presen- 
tation of Sir James Matthew Bar- 
rie’s “The Old Lady Shows Her 
Medals.” As is pointed out in the 
detailed review herein of the sketch, 
contemporary entrepreneurs could 
do worse than not permit the re- 
turn of some of these players to 
their homeland, particularly the en- 
gaging Jack Lambert, the son, and 
Isabel Jamieson, the charwoman, 
and signing them for American 
show business. 

The memorable Tuesday evening 
performance by the Thalian Players 
of the Bronx Y. M. H. A., with Hol- 
worthy Hall and Robert Middle- 
mass’ “The Valiant,” placed this 
group as runner-up to the imported 
organization in the playlet revivals. 
The Y. M. H. A. entry substituted 
“The Valiant” at the last moment 
in place of an original, “Tin Pan 
Alley,” eliminated when Mollie 
Buchsbaum of the latter’s cast sud- 
denly fell ill. The group rose to the 
occasion and gave a sterling pres- 
entation of this one-act classic, 
Specially John H. Brown as the 
prisoner and Elise Maillard, his sis- 
ter, both of whom also rate profes- 
sional attention. 

In view of the general shortcom- 
ings of the eriginals, the judges 
were a bit dubious about including 
the two Georgian groups in the 
finals, but since that is the system 
of judging—two revivals and two 
originals—-the plan was adhered to. 

Were it rated on histrionics and 
presentation alone, regardless of 
whether or not the playlets were 
Originals or revivals, honorable 
mention should have gone to the 
Community Players of Mt. Vernon, 

Y., for their presentation of 
Horace B. Fry’s “Little Italy,” 
staged by Holland Hudson, and to 
the Memphis Little Theatre's ver- 
sion of O'Neill's “Dreamy Kid” 
which, for all_of its general over- 
acting by the players, was suf- 
ficiently well done to rate this con- 
Sideration. 

This was the second O'Neill play 
in the tourney, the Flizahbeth (N. J.) 
Y. M. H. A. Maskers doing fairly 
well with “Where the Cross Is 
Made,” but not distinguished. Stil 
another Y. M. H. A. group, Asso- 
elation Players Stock Company of 
Manhattan, which won the honors 
for the opening night’s bill, were 
above par with their “The Dance 
Below,” playlet by Hudson Strode 
and Larry Hornthal,. although anv 
of these mentioned honorable pos- 
Sibilities were eclipsed last season 
by as many-of similarly selected 
favorable disinctions, 

Which 


’, is an indication of the 
Rerncral low standard of the cur- 
rent year's entrants. 

Friday, May 11 

Three southern and a Kansas 

group were among the entries, of 


Which Savannah players ultimately 
ranked best 
The anh: 

— Manhattan theatre of Manhat- 
an, 


Kans were the poorest and 
NWaled another Manhattan ‘this 
New York) entrant, the Mans- 
held Players, for lew honers with 


in an original offering. | 


their version of 
“Wine of Life.’ 

Birmingham Little Theatre 
Birmingham greup in 'Lijah,’’ by 


gar Valentine Smith, directed by Bernard 
Sz2old. 


Judge Holmstead......,William T. Warren 
First N. Yates, Jr. 
Second StrAngar. H. G. Mann 

Martha Ordway 

Appropriately enough, the south- 
ern players dealt with a southern 
theme, contrasting ante-hbellum 
Dixie manner with modern reali- 
ties. Judge Holmstead hides his 
poverty from the two strangers who 
eventually buy the tmpoverished 
southern’s mica-fruitous land hold- 
ings whereupon the first thing the 
proud judge does is to acquire a 
male body-servant to whom he had 
mythically referred as “’Lijah” all 
along, and thus make real a dream 
of a life time. 

The judge, of course, had been 
doing his own chores and services 
and was not as regally valet-ed as 
he would have the strangers be- 
lieve. 

Fair production; William T. War- 
ren as the judge, the outstander. 


an inept 


The Town Theatre 


Savanrah, entry, with ‘‘Hero War- 


ship.’ an original by Franves Hargis. 

‘*Robby’’ Robbins......... Ole Burroughs 
Mre. Lucy Melntire 
Sam Robbins, grandsen..,..... John Mercer 


Sally Mitchell, daughter... Augusta Lynah 

Theme somewhat paralleled that 
of its predecssor, This) was an 
original, eligible for one of the 
Samuel French $200 awards for un- 
published playlets. 

The A. K. self-glorified “Robby” 
Robbins who has been resting on 
his laurels as an alleged civil war 
hero is set to work to support his 
family, but the ignominy of the re- 
tired vet being compelled to change 
a habit of a life time is ironed out 
through the intervention of a2 mar- 
ried daughter, 

Humanly conceived, the Town 
Theatre Players interpreted their 
assignments with restraint and dig- 
nity, where opportunities to over- 
act were acute. 

Entire cast consistently worthy, 
from Ole Burroughs, as Robbins to 
Lucy McIntire, as the kindly moth- 
ering wife. John Mercer played the 
ambitious grandson and Augusta 
Lynah, an indeterminate married 
daughter, whose character grada- 
tions as an uncertain mother (of 
twins) and@ selfish wife, skilfully 
handled their roles. 


Memphis Little Theatre 


Memphis players in Eugene O'Neill's 
‘The Dreamy Kid,’’ directed by Alexander 
Wyckoff. 
Mammy Saunders............Martha Frost 
Abe, Clifford Penland 
Ceely Ann..... eves Wthel Sivley Moore 

Generally over-acted, the high 


pitch of the O’Neill playlet, one of 
his earlier writings, is not to be 
denied. This combat between su- 
perstitious fear of a mammy’s curse 
and the desire for self-preservation 
makes for a keen dramatic situation 
revolving about a colored ganster’s 
fight with the law. 

Clifford Penland, as the Carmine 
street killer, and Allison Davant as 
the Lulubelle prostie, were the best 
of the players. 


Manhattan Theatre Mount Vernon, N. Y., and The Krigwa Players—Negro Theatre 
Manhattan, Kansas, group in playlet by | Maskers of the Y. Mz. H. M, Of Manhattan players presenting ‘‘After- 
Frances Witherspoon, staged by Miles! Blizabeth, N. J., splitting the honors | math,” original by Mary Burritt. - 
Heberer of the cast. ‘ Mam Sue... arion ing 
Rev. Graham. Miles Heberer | advantage through utilizing a better | winie, Jotm’s ‘sister....... Helen McIntosh 
Mahew Paul Pfeutze | written vehicle, Eugene O'Neill's Johnie 
Bob Max well “Where the Cross Is Made,’ while | Mis. Hawkins. . Margaret Foster 
presented a playlet in which tne Little Italy” was more histrionic- 
Darr family’s skeleton closet Was] 411, distinguished Theatre is assuciated with the 
‘ i ireary,| Workers’ Drama League of Ameri- 
rattled. Pretty obvious and dreary,| The opener was ker’ ama League / 
this playlet by Frances Witherspoon Jackson Heights Players ea, The group has been a con- 
is hardly ideal for a tournament Presenting ‘Prison Bars,’ Carl Brixvys | Sistent entry In the past tourna- 
entry. It seems Miles Heberer, of | original playlet, setting in 1194 ments, but this season falls below 
Sir tsaston, Counselor......O. J. Gude, Jr sur wit a original play- 
the cast and the group's director, | wife. Hicks | USUal par 
could have selected a happier! sir ‘Harold.........+-+- er Carl Bixby let by Mary Burri possesse of a 
meditum. Richard, Coeur de Lion....Horace Canning sound enough premise but poorly 
Were it net for the finai an- This was an original by Carl] developed, ; 
nouncements ef the awards. this} Brixby, who also appeared in the The colored soldier returns to his 
one would have been a very ¢ffec- | east. As an original it’s eli; ible for} home to learn the news, carefully | ing, 
tive chaser one of the Samuel French awards | kept from him while he was w th | 
: —— for heretofore unproduced Mss. One|the A. FE. F., that his father had } 
lo 1-tho ‘ D. been Iyncehed a the result of an} 
rsday, May 10 of those thee-and-thoua 1194 A I 
Players seripts, “Prison Pars” is not par-j,altereation with a white neighbor. 
ring + ticularly distinguished among the|In rage, he and his timid brother, 
y 
' wealth of costume playlets avail- | whom he inspires to vengeance, are 
gest draw of the tournament — able met with a similar fate on their 
day night. oO. J. Gude, Jr., name adistin- | mission of vendetta, 
pointed to pote 7 f Isabel Jamnie- guished in the outdoor advertising In between, they sing a negro 
Jack ambert as the} DUSiness, was Sir Gaston and, with | spiritual, “Nobody Knows the 
sittle. wanting,| Horace Canning as King Richard, | Trouble [ve Seen” and act terribly, 
we srobably | they made a good team. However, | with the exception of Charles Bur- 
If eon- {| the offering will not tigure in the |rouchs as the spiritual mentor, and 
finals Marion King as the fatalistic dis- 
The ing disclosed a fa ~— ciple of the Lord, 
— diselo: a fa- 
together en- Brookside Open Air Theatre 
Biackfric rg}, Presenting Tale Retold,” by Martia Center Players 
gaging offering by inard, original Mannattan group of Temple Ansche 
of Agnes Scott Coliege of Decatur, | »-Robert Hugh Hamilton | ene presenting ‘Jubilee’ by Herman 
Patches, by Margaret Bland Modern ersion of the Garden| warder "Joseph Mehos 
Opening were: (ef Eden, triangle this origir aly Number One Hundred Thirteen 
Players Club | Playlet was inept and generally in- pauenter 
Of Columbus, 90., in Susan Glasped effectual from authoring to histri- | Number seven. Seigel 
“Trifles.’? Staged by Stokes Tyiy | Jane King, lacking S. A. | Number Two Hundred Fifteen...Al. Luloff 
Henn sheriff. .Ferd P. Schoedinger | 4nd too mature for the role. was y-Three.... r 
Lewis Hale..-......-. Phil 8. Bradford] totally miscast, opposed Mr. Hare Raymond Miller 
i Little Theatre fa- prior selec tion. lout of very human ingredients, 
rorite, “Trifles,” originally done by . | probably reads petter than it plays 
vorite, The Community Players Bunning too long. its cross-section 
that pioneering organization, Wash Mourt Vernon grow doing Little +} 
ington Square Players, was hand-j by Herace B, Fry; durected vy | of prison life and the Inmates just 
somely treated by the Columb land pardoned by the new dynasty be- 
While it was satisfactory « nough Cuil Aitker There were 
in its way, it jacks the necessary Pinadh, te Sdile } bia Wirole, the Cente 
ela! of the stuff at An Italian triangle an foaast {| J ers didnt quite ch 
the finals fide ghetto seiting, familiarly pat-! Abel 


“ketch, | 


The Blackfriars 
Agnes Scott College Players of Deratur 
tia Mm an original by Margaret Bland, 
Pink and Patches,’’ Directed by Frances 
K. Gooeh 
Texie Holliefie 
Rexlé Holliefiel: 


Mrs, Holliefield, mother........ 
Mrs, ce Carter 

Whatever distinction The Black- 
friars group of a hinterland Georgia 
girls’ college will attain will be solely 
through their own efforts rather 
than the play’s. It is one of those 
Lulu Vollmer Carolina mountain life 
cross-sections, with the aspirational 
mountaineer gal’s ambitions for out- 
growing her environment and ac- 
quire fluffy pinks instead of practi- 
cal browns for wearing apparel; 
and in all events shed eff the 
patches which have been her rai- 
ment from the cradle, 

Having proved of service to the 
“Summer Lady” from the hotel, not 
too well played by Sara Carter, the 
latter befriends Texie with a new 
dress—or, rather, one that is but 
slightly worn. Texie Holliefield, the 
mountain girl, is sure it’s the pink 
shade of her dreams, but the de- 
nouement discloses a not-so-patchy 
but nonetheless practical brown 
shade, 

The mother characterization was 
most faith-ul, excellently portrayed 
by Louis Duls, and Elizabeth Me- 
Callie as Texie was also effective. 
Frances Freeborn played her twin 
brother. 


Ardrossan ad Saltcoats Players 
Group from Ardrossan, Scotland, playing 
Sir James M. Barrie’s ‘‘The Old Lady 
Shows Her Medals,’’ in three episodes, 
bone ta and directed by James T, Wood- 
urn. 
Mrs. Dowey, charwoman....Isabel Jamieson 
Mrs, Mickleham, charwoman............ 
Nora Huntingford 
Mrs. Tully, charwoman....... Nettie Taylor 
Mrs. Huggerty, charwoman..May Hamilton 
Mr. Wilkinson, clergyman.... 
Harold L. Wightman 
Private Kenneth Dowey (Black Watch) 
Jack Lambert 
The highly whimsical and thor- 
oughly familiar Barrie playlet was 
never seen by this reviewer to bet- 
ter advantage. Only a strictly pro- 
fessional organization could have 
surpassed it, and, in truth, the forth- 
right playing of Isabel Jamieson and 
that of Jack Lambert should estab- 
lish them professionally, 
Easily the best of the entries so 


far, and doubtlessly the ultimate 
winner, 
Community Theatre 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., entrant offering 
White Peacock,’”’ by Priscilla Flowers. 
Directed by Antoinette Swan, Music by 
‘Mildred Reid. 
Harlequin, youth of Bergamo....... 

Theodore H. Moller 


His Mother.............Elizabeth Haggerty 
His Father.,......... Raymond Baumbusch 


Bettina. Pauline Girard 
Flaminia.............Sylvia Decker Crauer 
Searamouche........ Philip M. Kerridge, Jr. 
Old Doctor Gratiano, Pantaloon.,....... 

M. A. Couper 
Coiumbine, daughter............ Bonnie Dow 
Pierrot, apprentice.........William Clinton 


His William Clock 
No Little Theatre tournament is 
complete without a “Harlequinade 
after the manner of the Commedia 
delP Arte,” as this one is labeled, and 
the Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Community 
Theatre harlequinaded most of the 
audience out in short order. 


Wednesday (May 9) 


The suburbanites had their in- 
nings Wednesday, groups from 
Jackson Heights, Mount’ Kisco, 


Mount Vernon and Elizabeth com- 
peting; the Community Players of 


= = 
) terne d, but excellently Gene by all R y 
concerned, The kind but unroman- 

tic husband of 40 (age, not off- 
| spring) and his 22-year-old wife “Get Me in the Movies, the 
with an 8-year-old stepdaughter | faree-comedy of Hollywood life by 
and a 25-year old street singer,| Charlton Andrews and Philip Dun- 


il low-down on the 

situation, according to the program. 
Setting was unique and general 

interpretation above par, 


is the numeric 


The Maskers 

Eiizabeth, N. J., Y. H. A. 
in Eugene O'Neill's re 
Made. Directed by Sara Shakow 
Daniel Wagner 

BINB. Joseph M. Feinberg 
lett. Samuel J, Marantz 
To the accompaniment of a real- 
istic off-stage storm, the Maskers 
convincingly handled O'Neill's play- 
let, which Miss Shakow staged with 
not a little imagination. 
| Cast particularly good, Miss 
Levy turned in a dignitied perform- 
ance as the sister and daughter of 
the nautical Bartletts, 
Tuesday (May 8) 

Two Jewish groups, a Catholic en- 
try and a colored group cemprised 
the contestants Tuesday night. The 
Thalian Plavers of the Bronx 
Y. M. H. A. annexed the honors 
with a revival of the Holworthy 
Hail-Robert Middlemass~ one-act 
classic, “The Valiant,’ substitute 
offering in place of an original, “Tin 
Pan Alley,” by H. C. Potter, called 
off at the last minute because of 
one of the player's sudden illness. 

The Dramatic Union of Our Lady 
of Lourdes ‘of Manhattan) who 
opened with “Wedding Presents,” 
by John W. Rogers, Jr., was dis- 


Is 


tinguished as to setting and east 
although the story was familiar. 


This group was runner-up to the 
Thalian Players, 

Dramatic Union of Our Lady of 

Lourdes 

Raymond Oliver Edward F. Finney 
Mary Morrow, his fiancee..Virginia Warder 
Octavia Wrenn................Mabel Burke 

Gertrude Wainwright tastefully 
mounted this group's presentation. 
Well chosen cast did well with as- 
signment, the John W. Rogers, Jr., 
skit, however, being too familiar in 
theme for its own good, 


Thalian Players 


Bronx Y. M. Hi. A. entry doing 
Valiant” by Holworthy Hall and Robert 
Middlemass; directed by Philip Gross. 
Josephine Parie..........0.- Elise Maillard 

“The Valiant” is a little theatre 
favorite, Its tenseness and fine 
dramatic quality recommends it 


highly for almost any group pos- 
sessed of a few capable individuals, 
particularly the roles of the pris- 
oner and the sister. 

Bert Lytell has done “The 
Valiant” in vaudeville and on one 
occasion it played both the eastern 
Keith houses and the Orpheum cir- 
cuit on the coast simultaneously. 

Done by the Thalian Players, as 
a substitute entry in place of an 
original, “Tin Pan Alley,” elimi- 
nated because of Mollie Buchs- 
baum, the leading woman's illness. 
“The Valiant” up through Tuesday 
rated the best so far. These notices 
being written day by day, it is quite 
possible the nature of the predic- 
tion may be altered ere the week is 
out, but it is a safe prediction this 
group will be among the finals. 


ning, Which Laura D, Wilck is proe 
ducing, is to open at the Carroll, 
New York, May 2i. Included in the 
east are Sterling Holloway, Helen 
Baxter, Lenore Sorsby, Alan Devitt, 
Evelyn Carter Carrington, Mildred 
Van Dorn, Gwendolyn Hathaway, 
Clara Thropp, Sdna Richmond, 
Paul Ker, Courtney White, Doris 
Rich, Sheila Trent, Pat Ahearn, 
Charles Hanna, 

“By Royal Appointment” is now 
being cast by Herman Shumlin for 
a two-week summer tryout, after 
which it will be shelved until aue 
tumin. 

“Miss Happiness,” musical tried 
out earlier in season under direce 
tion of George Stoddard, the author, 
is being groomed for a fresh try 
next month, 

Stoddard is recasting the piece 
due for rehearsal in two weeks. 

“Vanished,” by Max Marcin and 
Samuel Shipman, formerly tried out 
as “Kidnapped,” goes into rehearsal 
next week, with an out-of-town 
opening set for late June. Cast ine 
cludes Calvin Thomas, Mary Robin- 
son, Ralph Locke, John Miltern, 
Frank Monroe and others, 


Hartford’s Guild 
Hartford, Conn., May 15. 

After months of preparation and 
planning the Players’ Guild of Hart- 
ford opened for an eight-week en- 
gagement at Parsons theatre with 
Bernard Shaw’s “The Devil's Dis- 
ciple” yesterday. The players in- 
clude Claude Rains and Beatrix 
Thomson, the latter coming from 
England to play “The Constant 
Nymph.” Mr. Rains, from reports, 
is under contract to appear with 
the Theatre Guild in New York for 
the fall. Company under the direc- 
tion of Ralph Macbane, 


Leon DeCosta Bankrupt 


Another theatrical bankrupt last 
week is Leon DeCosta, producer, 
of 1560 Broadway. In an involun- 
tary petition against DeCosta, three 
claims were moneys due , They are 
by Howard St. John, $215; Betty 
Lindley, $400; Arthur Hurley, $260. 

DeCosta once produced “The 
Blonde Sinner” and “Kosher Kitty 
Kelly,” both musicals. 


WOOLLCOTT SAILING 


Alexander Woollcott, retiring dra- 
matic critic of “The World,” sails 
Friday for Italy aboard the “Count 
Biancamano.” 

Woollecott has no plans, his idea 
being to stay in Italy for the sum- 
mer in that three bathroom villa he 
had rented. He’ll have guests, most 
of the traveling New Yorkers of the 
theatrical set figuring to drop on 
him at some time or other, and he’s 
already been tipped off. 

Jeffery Holmesdale, dramatic de- 
partment of “The World,” left Mon- 
day for a motor trip to California. 
He’s traveling alone and is ex- 
pected to return about July 1. He 
wanted to go to Australia but 
couldn’t get time, it taking three 
weeks from Frisco to reach Aus- 
tralia, and just as Jony, they say, 
to get back, 


HARDER-HALL IN UTICA 
Utica, N. Y., May 15. 

Harder-Hall Players will open the 
summer season at the Majestic, 
with “Tormmy” as the initial offer- 
Kugene Hall will manage, 
The outfit will be. practically fn- 
it played summer and 
season last year, with Marion 
Hall and Joseph Moran as leads, 
Others returning include Clifford 
Jones, Norman Wendell, Thaddeus 
Gray, Janet Hopkin, Ben Loughlin, 
Charles Derr, Sadie Belgrade, Cora 
and «, Elwood Farver, the 
director. 

They’ve been at Youngstown, O., 
for the winter, 


us a 


fall 


Dekoe 


“NIGHTMARE” COMPLETED 
Los Angeles, May 15, 

“Nightmars play by Adam Hull 
Shirk and George H. Thomas of 
First National's coast publicity de- 
partment, has been finished. It is 
described a “galloping mystery 
comedy” in three acts, 

The is Lexington, with & 
horsey background,’ race track, 
| Derby, ete. An effort will be made 
to secure local presentation before 
New York. 


locale 


taking the story to 


“Overboard” is New 


Maxwell Nurnberg and Harold 
Clarke, authors of “Painted Desert,” 

mpleted new pl: cated 
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Wednesday, May 16, 19928 


Shows in N. Y. 


and Comment 


mediocrity or loss. 


1 play is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


Variance 


C (comedy); 


Connecticut Yankee,” Vanderbilt 
(29th week) (M-882; $5.50). Ex- 
cept for early in week business 
for this musical hit continues big; 
last week's gross quoted at well 
over $19,000. 

“Anna,” Lyceum (ist week) (C-957; 


$3.30). Independently presented; 
written by Rudolph Lothar; 
Judith Anderson starred; Lou 


Tellegen featured; opens tonight 
(May 16). 

“Blackbirds of 1928,” Liberty (2d 
week) (R-1,202; $3.80). New col- 
ored revue in need of comedy but 
appears to have some chance: got 
about $6,000 in first six perform- 
ances. 

“Bottled,” Pooth (6th week) (C-704; 
$3.30). Another week here; may 
move to another house, although 
business has been light at ap- 
proximately $4,000; “Grand Street 
Follies’ May 28. 

“Box Seats,” Little (C-530; $3.30). 
Passed out Saturday; played 
three and one-half weeks to slim 
pickings; house dark. 

“Burlesque,” Plymouth (38th week) 
(CD-1,041; $3.85). Summer hold- 
over possibilities; with cut rates 
continues to good profit; pace last 

_ week again around $14,000. 

“Coquette,” Maxine Elliot (28th 
week) (D-942; $3.85). Jed Harris 
has two winners on list, this one 
and “The Royal Family”; ‘Co- 
quette” still commands real trade 
at $14,000. 

“Diamond Lil,” Royale (6th week) 
(C-1,117; $3.30). Something of 
freak; drawing mixed audiences 
and getting real money; grosses 
approximating $16,000 weekly. 

“Dracula,” Fulton (35th week) (D- 
914: $3.30). Final week; made 
good run; estimated around $7,900 

“ or less. 

“Excess Baggage,” Ritz (21st week) 
(C-915; $3.50). Making run after 
slipping downward to around $10,- 
000; cut rates used for several 
months. 

“Five O'Clock Girl,” Shubert (32d 
week) (M-1,395; $5.50). Seats of- 
fered eight weeks in advance, but 
doubtful of going through hot 
weather; estimated at $20,000 or 
Slightly above. 

“Funny Face,” 


Alvin (26th week) 


(M-1,400; $5.50). Claiming over 
$22,000; considerably under nor- 
mal for show at scale; bettering 
even break. 

“Good News,” Chanin’s 46th St. 
(37th week) (M-1,413; $5.50). 


Estimated bit under $30,000; big 
demand appears to have become 
dissipated but summer continu- 
ance intended. 

“Greenwich Village Follies,” Winter 
Garden (6th week) (R-1,493; 
$5.50). Revue doing fairly big 
trade and with little opposition in 
that type of summer show, should 
hold up; rated above $35,000. 

“Here’s» Howe,” 3roadhurst (3d 
week) (M-1,118; $5.50). Picked up, 

— second week quoted around $25,- 
000; comedy strengthened while 
numbers expected to turn trick. 

“Keep Shufflin’,” Eltinge (12th 
week) (M-892; $2.75). With oppo- 
sition next door (“Blackbirds” at 
Liberty) this colored musical may 


longer than first indicated; house 
and show under same manage- 
ment (Shubert) probably 
pooling now; estimated around 
$14,000. 

“Marco Millions” (10th week) and 

‘“Volpone,” Guild (C-941; $3.85). 
Latter show, which was warmly 
greeted by critics, played third 
week to capacity business, gross 
$16,000; “Marco” current. 

“My Maryland,” Casino (36th week) 
(O-1,447-$5.50). Moving down 
from Jolson’s did not pan out; 
slipping and approximated $12,000 
last week; can't last much lenger 
and cut rates appear to have be- 
come exhausted. 

“Our Betters,” Henry Miller (13th 
week) (C-946-$4.40). Another 
three weeks or so indicated; eas- 


ing off steadily for past five 
weeks; estimated around $11,000 
last week. 

“Paris Bound,” Music Box (21st 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Went into 
cut rates (balcony) last week 


against generally declining trade 
that accounted for pace bettering 


$12,000; probably will last until 
July 1. 

“Present Arms,” Mansfield (4th 
week) (M-1,050-$5.50). yood 


agency call indicates new musical 
has promising chances; paced at 
better than $26,000, but not ca- 
pacity. 

“Rain or Shine,” George M. Cohan 
(15th week) (M - 1,371 - $5.50). 
Looks strong enough to go well 
into new season; score rated 
among most popular tunes cur- 
rent and comedy cinch; over $37,- 
000. 

“Rosalie,” New Amsterdam (19th 
week) (M-1,750-$6.60). Eased off 
within past month, with takings 
between $39,000 and $40,000; re- 
ported that show cannot make 
much profit at this level. 

“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (2ist week) 
(M-1,750-$6.60). Nothing can stop 
this one; only musical now in 
field that is drawing consecutive 
Standee trade; $53,500. 


“Strange Interlude,” Golden (16th 
week) (D-900-$4.40). Pulitzer 
prize, awarded O’Neil show, in- 


creased demand for tickets more 
than ever; capacity at $16,000 in 
six performances (no matinees). 

“Take the Air,” Earl Carroll (26th 
week) (M-998-$4.40). Final week; 
about breaking even of late at 
$15,000; “Get Me In the Movies” 
next week. 

“The Bachelor Father,” Belasco 
(12th week) (C - 1,000 - $3.85). 


Leader of the non-musicals now, | 


getting over $20,500; “The Royal 
Family,” not far behind. 

“The Happy Husband,” Empire (2d 
week) (C-1,090-$4.40). Got off to 
rather good start, first week go- 
ing to $14,000 or more; whether 
can last through summer ques- 
tionable; class draw. 

“The High Hatters,” Klaw (2d week) 
(C-730-$3.30). Final week; opened 
late last week and regarded hay- 
ing no chance; players on co-op- 
erative basis. 

“The Ladder,” Cort (84th week) (D- 
1,094), Freak of freaks; tickets 
given away and “sell-out” except 


FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, May 15. 

Old man depression hit the town a 
wallop last week. Combined total 
of six legits slightly in excess of 
$43,000, and that’s no sign of health 
for this ordinarily good burg. No 
special alibis offered and no on pro- 
fessing to know what is responsible. 

“The Desert Song” continued the 
town leader, and announcement of 
final weeks probably held this one 
steady. At the Geary “Excess Bag- 
gage” opened, but with nothing to 
indicate a record. Comedy of vaude 
life was well liked and drew favor- 
able mention from the critics, but 
the public didn’t respond. 

Henry Duffy attractions were away 
off. At the President “Chicken 
Feed” replaced “The Baby Cyclone” 
May 13, and “Take My Advice” goes 
out of the Alcazar in another week, 
with “The Lady Next Door” coming 
in. “Appearances” continues at the 
Capitol and drawing fair trade. At 
the Green Street “The Married Vir- 
gin" will stick it out for two more 
weeks. 

Estimates for ' ast Week . 

Curran—“The I :t Song.” Ninth 
week held fairly ..:ong at around 
$20,000. Will run for total of 11. 
Ethel Barrymore follows. 

Geary—“Excess Baggage.” Start- 
of slowly. First six days not over 
7,000. 

Alcazar—“Take My Advice.” 
Dropped a grand to around $4,000. 
Not very healthy. One more to go. 

President — “The Baby Cyclone.” 
This farce failed to click; five weeks 
sufficient. Final week a bare $4,000. 

Capitol — “Appearances.” Slight 
improvement and warranted holding 
for probably two or three more. 
Close to $5,000. 

Green Street—“The Married Vir- 
gin.” Sufficient grosses to keep it 
going. Probably $2,000 last week, 


week inconsiderable; rated best 
of seasen’s comedies. 
“The Scarlet Fox,” Masque (8th 


week) (D-700-$3.30). Bettering 
even break and with cut rate aid 
should last through June; esti- 
mated about $7,500. 

“The Shannons of Broadway,” Mar- 
tin Beck (34th week) (C-1,198- 
$3.30). Week to week; down 
around $5,000; light overhead. 

“The Silent House,” Morosco (15th 
week) (D-893-$3.30). Expecta- 
tions are for summer continuance; 
off from early pace, but claimed 
$11,000 last week; profitable for 
show of its kind. 

“The Skull,” Forrest (4th week) 
(D - 1,051 - $3.30). Approximated 
$8,000 dgain last week; using cut 
rates and two-for-ones; making 
some money. 

“The Three Musketeers,” Lyric (10th 
week) (O-1,395-36.60). Running 
easy second to “Show Boat,” both 
Ziegfeld shows getting capacity; 
close to $43,500 weekly. 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” Na- 
tional (35th week) (D-1,164-$3.85). 
Along with other former non-mu- 
sical leaders business dropping | 
through spring; around $13,000, 
but profitable. 

“Whispering Friends,” Hudson (13th 
week) (C-1,094-$3.30). Weather 
will decide length of continuance; 
probably finish out month; $8,000. 

Outside Times Sq.—Little—Special 

“She Stoops to Conquer,” Erlang- 


er's; opened a two weeks’ date 
Monday. 

“The Outsider,” Ambassador; re- 
vival. 


“The Father,” Belmont; revival. 

“The Ivory Door,” Charles Hopkins. 

“The Waltz of Dogs,” 48th Street. | 

“In Love with Love,” Cosmopolitan; | 
revival; follows one week of laa 
terference.” 

“Rope,” 14th Street; revival; slated | 
for Friday (May 18). 


| 

find going harder; has done fairly matinees; performance reported| “Him,” Provincetown; closes next | 

well since moving from Daly's: considerably improved. Sunday. | 

$9,000. “The Royal Family,” Selwyn (21st| “Ten Nights in a Barroom,” Wal- | 
“Lovely Lady,” Sam H. Harris (21st week) (C-1,067-$3.85). About $19,- lack’s. 

week) (M-1,051; $5.50). Sticking 500 last week; drop over previous “Marriage on Approval,” Totten. 


MUSICAL COMEDY AND REVUE PRODUCERS ba, 
a IF YOU NEED A GREAT JUVENILE 


1560 Broadway 


SEE 


MILTON WATSON 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK 


Watson is Young, Good-looking, Fine Personality, 
and Has An Excellent Voice 


Available Immediately for Productions 


DIRECTION 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


Bryant 5474-5475 


| portions. 
those open are the $1.25 top houses 


$33,000 FOR “RITA” 
T00 LOW FOR ZIEGGY 


3oston, May 15. 

Too many openings in Boston dis- 
tributed business to such an extent 
last week that no one ran up a 
heavy gross of spring business. Irene 
Gordonii, at the Wilbur in “Paris,” 
went high with $19,000; capacity at 
that house $21,000. Her take cut a 
hole in “Good News,” at the Ma- 
jestic, the first since it opened two 
months ago. Business at the Ma- 
jestic for the first time cut loose 
from the $30,000 figure and dropped 
to $22,000. Musical is not losing 
money at that figure and expects to 
come back after flurry of first nights. 

“Rio Rita” on return at the Co- 
lonial was booked in for four weeks, 
but business does not warrant a stay 
of that length. First week’s gross 
hit $33,000, but needs capacity of 
$36,000, and decided to move out 
after completion of second week, 
claiming no profit at figure recorded. 

Mitzi in “The Madcap,” at the 
Shubert, playing her second week, 
grossed $13,000, rated as pretty fair 
considering opposition. ‘“Jimmie’s 
Women,” at the Hollis Street, was 
low for the week at $9,000. Not ex- 
pected to improve any in second and 
last week. Critics praised the piece 
word-of-mouth advertising was 
nil. 

“Fast Company,” the Lardner- 
Cohan show at the Tremont, in met- 
ropolitan premiere collected $10,000; 
not so good, not so bad. The base- 
ball label hooked on to the show 
manufactured from a baseball story, 
“Hurry Kane,” by Lardner, is hard 
to lick with the femmes. Show 
opened Monday before a_ baseball 
audience and warm house. Early 
advertising spilled the praise of a 
“Baseball Comedy,” but Cohan 
changed it during week to “The 100 
Per Cent American Comedy.” Mat- 
ter of fact, show goes big with wom- 
en who have seen it, but difficulty is 
in convincing femmes that it is not 
all masculine and baseball. Piece is 
being pruned and rewritten daily, 
and is not expected to be ready for 
Broadway before fall. Booked in 
Tremont for one month, with more 
road to follow. Good show and 
should click, although will not run 
much over 10 grand in Boston. 

Openings scheduled for May 21 in- 
clude Eva Le Gallienne in repertory 


at Hollis and Walter Hampden in 
repertory at Plymouth, both of 
Which will conflict. Colonial ex- 


pect to close for season, nothing an- 
nounced to follow Ziegfeld show. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“The Madcap,” Shubert (3d week). 
Mitzi held own with plenty of com- 
petition in five first nights Monday. 
$13,000, 

“The Merchant of Venice” (2d 
week), George Arliss is trying 
something no one has ever succeed- 
ed in doing here before—two solid 
weeks of a single Shakespearean 
production. Slow start, but picked 
up. Prospects better for last week. 

“Good News,” Majestic (9th week). 
Competition of openings cut into 
musical and bruoght low figure for 
run of $22,000. 

“Paris,” Wilbur (2d week). Irene 
fordoni fans gave her best business 
of week, just under capacity, $19,000. 

“Fast Company.” Tremont (2d 
week). Opening week and premiere 
on metropolitan stage not bad for 
show in process of construction. 
Femme appeal, but femmes won't 


believe it. Gross $10,000. 
“Rio Rita,” Colonial (2d week). 
Opened just three grand under ca- 


pucity, but not enough for producer. 
Second visit to town, was here in 
first stages of construction for re- 
hearsal on the dog, gross $33,000. 
“Jimmie’s Women,” Hollis (2d 
week) suffered most from competi- 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Legtt biz uneventful. 
Racket,” with $11,000 for its fourth 
week, was the only money of pro- 
Several houses dark and 


that don’t complain when thev can 
report $5,000. 

*‘Detour,” 
“agement 
after 


playing a one-week en- 
at the Mason, had to 

five performances and 

$4,000 because of sudden ill- 
in the cast. inal week of 
“From Hell Came a Lady” quoted 
$6300. House will be closed until 
28. 

“Gossipy Sex,” Vine Street, third 
week, grossed about $6,090. Fl Cap- 
itan, around the corner, reported 
“5,100 for fifth week of “New 
rooms.” The President (former 
Morosco, downtown), now operated 
Henry Duffy, estimated sround 
35.700 with “Tommy,” second week. 


ine 
use 
about 


ness 


by 


THE SELWYN PEN 


Edgar Selwyn is putting the fin- 


‘ishing touches to a new play. “Re- 
isponsibilities,” which he will pro- 
luce next season. 

This will be the firs play in sev- 
ral years from the Selwyn pen 
‘he latter has been concentrating as 

producer, ‘ 


Baggage, $16,000: 


‘News, $28,000: 
Quit Loop 


Chicago, May 15. 

It looks like a bad summer, they 
say, and now the only thing to talk 
about is next season. Chicago legit 
has checked the 1928 summer sea. 
son off as one of those things that 
must be endured. Better times are 
coming, bimeby. 

Weather continues warm, the lure 
of the open is not to be denied, and 
this week the boys piloting the 
Junkers plane hit town. Fitzmau- 
rice, Koehl and Heuenfeld dropped 
in at the municipal airport, picked 
up their keys to the city, and the 
crowds followed 

Advertising from the race tracks 
and amusement parks, along with 
that of the burlesque houses, is 
beginning to monopolize the legit 
advertising columns, Jai-Lai, base- 
ball, and stock advertising is also 
creeping in to overshadow the legit 
copy. Things legitimate simply are 
not holding up. 

Only five shows hanging on from 
last week. “Good News,” “Excess 
Baggage,” “The Baby Cyclone,” 
“Love Call” and ‘The 19th Hole.” 
Three new ones step in, “A Man's 
Man,” “Companionate Marrisce" 
and “Sunny Days.” Eight shows in 
town, and they say that that’s too 
many. 

Three took their departure. 
Among them “Desert Song,” closing 
in its 37th week, with the gross 
receipts still satisfying. “Fly-By- 
Night” folded up at the Cort, to 
make room for Clyde Elliott's 
“Companionate Marriage.” “Art- 
ists and Models” shoved off after 
a miserable record at the Four 
Cohans. “Sunny Days” followed into 
the house. 

“Good News” now stands as the 
big shot in Chi legit. Still doing an 
excellent business to a good’ ad- 
vance sale, and looks for a, con- 
tinued run, well up into the sum- 
mer. “Excess Baggage” is another 
of the strong ones, with a steadily 
improving weekly gross. Winthrop 
Ames’ Gilbert and Sullivan Opera 
Company finishes up this week. 

“A Companionate Marriage,” 
opening at the Cort, is a puzzler, 
and all of the wiseacres are specu- 
lating. General opinion seems to in- 
dicate that the show should enjoy 
at least a fair business, with a 
chance that it may turn into some- 
what of a sensation on account of 
its present newspaper controversies. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“The 19th Hole” (Erlanger. 2d 
week). Doing moderately well, but 
not nearly strong enough for an 
opener. Gross around $12,000. 
Problematical. 

“lolanthe” (Studebaker). Final bill 
of the Gilbert and Sullivan opera as 
revived by Gilbert Ames. Doing 
very well. Followed “Pirates of 
Penzance,” which held to the same 
figure, $16,000. This week they are 
repeating all past performances, two 
davs of each. 

“Baby Cyclone” (Blackstone, 5th 
week). Bettering last week's fig- 
ure of $16,000 by several hundred, 
running around $16,300. Enjoying a 


dependable run of business, and 

rood for some time to come. 
“Excess Baggage” (Garrick, 12th 

weck). Another show beating the 


previous week’s take. The gross this 
week touched $16,000, and the show 
looks good for a strong hold-out. 
“Good News” (Selwyn, 13th 
week). The little daddy of ‘em all, 
drawing $28,000, same as previous 
week. Taking the town, this Inyout. 
Companionate Marriage” 
(Cort. 1st week). In on the heels 
of “Fly-BPy-Night,” and with proper 
publicity and its timeliness should 
draw good biz for a nice run. Press 


comment generally favorable. May 
develop into a surprise. 
“Love Call” (Olympic, 4th ek). 


Still traveling smoothly at the $19.- 
000 weekly gross. Was to move into 
the Great Northern this week, with 
“Desert Song” out. 


“Sunny Days” (Four Cohans ist 
week). Following “Artists «and 
Models” in to problematical busi- 
ness. 

“A Man's Man” (Adelphi. Ist 
week). Opened Sunday. Second 
show tried out in Chicago stock 
houses, prior to loop legit presentt- 
tion. 


“Skidding,""a new comedy by Au- 
rania Rouverol, produced by the new 
theatrical firm of Hyman Adler and 
Marion Gering, opens at the Bijou. 
May 21. Gering is staging the piece. 
The cast includes Clara Blandick, 


Marguerite Churchill, Louise Carter 
Joan 


Isabel Dawn, Walter Ane! n 
Madison, Carleton Macy, Thomas W. 
Morrison. Charles Enton and Burr 
Caroth. 

Woman 88. Character and Stra ant 


Vaudeville and Dramatic Exper 
JONES 
85 E. Mosholu P’kwa; 


ON. 
Phone—Olinville 9751 


Bache 
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EGITIMAT 


Ticket Brokers Squawking 


Broadway can always dig up an 
alibi for poor business. Showmen 
that attendance has been drofs- 
ping since daylight saving time be- 
came effective. It is also true that 
the legitimate theatres have been 
slumping all the way through 
spring, with only a momentary 
pause during the Easter holidays. 

It is more pertinent that the sea- 
gon is about washed up. The slight- 
ly more than two score shows cur- 
rent include no less than 60 per 
cent. that will close when warm 
weather arrives, and that can be 

‘anv day now. 

‘With the poor pickings and the 
government’s activities against 
them, ticket brokers count it one of 
the worst seasons ever, 

Of last week’s new shows “The 
Happy Husband” was best by far. 
Its first week grossed around $15.- 
000, which is exceptional money for 

) a light comedy at this time of the 

year at the Empire. “Blackbirds of 
1928” started moderately at the Lib- 
erty, getting around $6,000 in the 
first six performances, but should 
build. “High Hatters,” last week's 
other starter, has no chance, and 
will he taken off Saturday. 

“Show Boat” is the class of the 
musical field and as a business get- 
ter overshadows the entire list. Its 
takings now are as big as ever. 
with the weekly grosses $53,500 and 
over. “The Three Musketeers” is 
also a capacity attraction, rating 
second. “Rosalie” has been taper- 
ing off and is now in the $39,000 
division. Although that is big 
money, the show is so expensive to 
operate that summer continuance is 
rather doubtful. “Rain or Shine” is 
still a sell-out around £$37.000, with 
“Greenwich Village Follies” slightly 
Jess: “Good News,” about $30,000; 
“Present Arms,” $26,000; “Here's 
Howe,” improved to $25,000; “Funny 
Face,” $22.000: “Five O’Clock Girl,” 
$20.000; “Connecticut Yankee,” $19,- 


“My Maryland” dropped to 
$12:000, with “Lovely Lady” little 
more. 

Non- Musicals 


“The Bachelor Father” is now the 
non-musical leader at better than 
$20,500; “The Royal Family” eased 
off to $19,500, but still big; “Strange 
Interlude” and “Volpone,” both sell- 
outs at $16,000; “Diamond Lil” ex- 
cellent, getting slightly over that 
mark; “Mary Dugan,” “Coquette” 
and “Burlesque,” $14,000; “Paris 
Bound,” $12,000; “Our Betters, $11,- 
000; “The Silent House,” $11,000: 
“The Skull” and “Excess Baggage,” 
$8,000; “The Scarlet Fox,” $7,500; 
“Whispering Friends” about $8,000; 
the others also ran. 

“Dracula” ends at the Fulton this 
week, the house going dark; “Take 
the Air” closes at the Earl! Carroll, 
which gets “Get Me in the Movies”; 
“Box Seats” stopped at the Little, 
dark; “The High Batters” will prob- 


ably leave the Klaw dark again; 
“Him” was announced to close at 


the Provincetown but will hold on 
this week; “Skidding” will relight 
the Bijou; “Dorian Gray” will re- 
light the Biltmore; “The Road to 
Rome” will return to the Playhouse 
and a possibility is “Congratula- 
tions.” 
16 Agency Buys 

There was no change in the buys 
list over last week. There are 16 
attractions in this group: “The 
Bachelor Father” (Belasco); “Here’s 
Howe” (Broadhurst); “Good News” 


Players in Legitimate Directory 


JACK FORESTER 
PARIS 
PARIS 


JEANETTE 


MACDONALD 


STARRING IN 
“SUNNY DAYS” 
IMPERIAL, NEW YORK 


MARIE SAXON 


CARE VARIETY, NEW YORK 


BUDDY WATTLES 


“HIT THE DECK” 


WAJESTIC THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
INDEFINITELY 


(Chanin’s 46th St.); “The Happy 
Husband” (Empire); “Rain or 
Shine” (Geo. M. Cohan); “Our Bet- 
ters” (Henry Miller’s); “Strange 
Interlude” (John Golden); “Present 


Arms” (Mansfield); “The Three 
Musketeers” (Lyric); “Coquette” 
(Maxine Elliott); “The Silent 


House” (Morosco); “Rosalie” (New 
Amsterdam); “The Royal Family” 
(Selwyn); “A Connecticut Yankee” 
(Vanderbilt); Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies” (Winter Garden); 
“Show Boat” (Ziegfeld). 
Bargain Tickets 

Another run attraction was added 
to the cut-rate bunch within the 
week, it being “Paris Bound.” The 
24 shows ilsted there remains the 
same in number as last week: “My 
Maryland” (Casino), “Take the 
Air” (Carroll), ‘Lovely Lady” (Har- 
ris), “Keep Shufflin’” (Eltinge), 
“The Five o’Clock Girl” (Shubert), 
“Columbia Burlesque” (CoJumbia), 
“The Shannons of Broadway” (Mar- 
tin Beck), “Blackbirds of 1928” 
(Liberty), ‘“‘The Ivory Door” (Hop- 
kins), “Whispering Friends” (Hud- 
son), “Excess Baggage” (Ritz), 
“Bottled” (Booth), “Paris Bound” 
(Music Box), “The High Hatters” 
(Klaw), “Marriage on Approval” 
(Edyth Totten), “Dracula” (Ful- 
ton), “The Outsider” (Ambassador), 
“Ten Nights in a Barroom” (Wal- 
lack), ‘‘Burlesque” (Plymouth), “The 
Skull” (Forrest), “Him” (Province- 
town), “The Searlet Fox” (Masque), 
“The Waltz of the Dogs” (48th St.), 
“The Father” (Belmont). 


Woodward on Coast 


O. D. Woodward, operator of a 


chain of dramatic stocks in the 
Middle West, has acquired the 
Pacific coast rights to “Dracula” 


from Horace B. Liveright, and will 
produce the piece in Los Angeles 
next month. 

Woodward will cast the piece 
from players available from his va- 


Nutty Bookings in 
Philly Splits Biz 


Philadelphia, May 15. 
Although this looks to be the last 
big week o? the season in the legit 
theatres here, last-minute develop- 
ments have delayed the final closing 
up at Jeast for a few weeks. 


Late last week the Shuberts an- 
nounced two new bookings, one to 
reopen the Chestnut Street Opera 
house, dark this week, and the other 
to occupy the Shubert, beginning 
next Monday and following “The 
Desert Song,” which went on a steep 
toboggan after about four wecks. 


The first-named booking is a re- 
turn of the farce, “The Great Neck- 
er,” which had a single week’s try- 
out here during the winter. Being a 
non-musical, it is a most unusual 
hooking for the Chestnut, which is 
almost exclusively a musical comedy 
rouse, with an occasional picture. 
The Shuberts’ booking is Mitzi in 
“The Madcap,” rumored to come in 
several times during the season, 
“The Great Necker” is trying an ex- 
reriment of very low pices, with 
$1.50 top, while Mitzi will have a 
$2.50 scale. 

With the future almost devoid of 
siens of life, interest centers on this 
week, wihch 13 almost as crowded is 
sast week. Openings Monday were 
“Porgy,” Theatre Guild show, at the 
Garrick, where it stays only a fort- 
uight, and “An Enemy of the Peo- 
ple” at the Lyric, where last week 
Walter Hampden offered “‘Capon- 
sacchi,” 

Last week’s attendance records 
were marred by considerable rain, 
invariably around show time; by the 
presence in town of the circus, and 
that there were an overabundance of 
heavy and pretentious artistic offer- 
ings in town. Philly’s bookings are 
very often hard to figure, but ‘or a 
week in May, with daylight saving 
already cutting in heavily, to have 
Walter Hampden and Eva Le Galli- 
enne, to say nothing of John Gals- 


worthy’s “Escape,” competing 
against one another, looked like 
about the nuttiest array yet. The 


natural result was that none did 
anywhere near what they should, 
Estimates for Last Week 

Le Gallienne (Broad, 2d week). In 

rep. Business most disappointing, 

but box cffice has begun to show 


rious stock companies, but will 
handle it as a straight legit at- 


signs of real life. Hardly $9,000. 
“The Desert Song” (Shubert, 9th 


traction. week). Final week and should have 
called it a run after four or five 
j weeks. $14,000 last week or maybe 


Rep. for L. A. Mason 


Los Angeles, May 15. 

“The Desert Song” will open a 
return engagement at the Mason 
May 21. Meantime the house, dark 
this week, has booked in the Green- 
wich Village Players of Seattle for 
three weeks, starting April 30. The 
repertory company will present 
“Lilies of the Field,” “Detour” and 
another play. 


Stock Before Road Co. 
Chicago, May 15. 

An unusual legit situation is that 
“A Man’s Man” has been sold for 
stock rights in Chicago before the 
road company reached here. 

The play was. presented gpeveral 
weeks ago by Horace Sistare’s Na- 
tional theatre players and received 
such encouraging comments” the 
road company was routed into Chi- 
opened at the Adelphi 


cago. It 
Sunday 
66 
No. 2 “Yankee 
Lew Fields announces he will pro- 
duce.No. 2 companies of the “Con- 


necticut Yankee” and “Present 
Arms.” 
The former will open in Boston 


and “Present Arms” in Chicago 
some time this summer. 


CROMWELL IN FILMS 
Jonn Cromwell, who went west 
with the Coast unit of “The Racket,” 
will stay there. 
He has signed a picture contract 
with Paramount, 


Bill Page Back 
Will A. Page has taken over the 


publicity work for Elisabeth Mar- 
bury and Carl Reed. Page had 
been on the road with “Hit the 
Deck” and returned to New York 
this week. He will probably re- 
open his office at 67 West 44th 


street, 


Greenwich’s Legit House 
Danbury, Conn., May 15. 
Lincoln Theatrical Enterprises of 
Newark, N. J., have purchased a 
site for a 2,500-seat theatre at 
Greenwich, Conn. The house is to 
play the legit shows. 


Laurence Schwab’s Return 
Laurence Schwab has returned 
to New York. 
While abroad he made arrange- 


ments to produce “Good News” in 


Berlin and Vienna. ] 


less. “The Madcap” suddenly booked 
in to follow. 

“Porgy” (Garrick, Ist week). The- 
atre Guild production in for two 
weeks only, with splendid advance 
indications of solid profit. ‘“Abie’s 
Irish Rose,” second return visit this 
season, expired at $5,000 or less, 

“The Red Robe” (Forrest, 3d 
week. In second week operetta 
jumped to $28,000; o. k., but uncer- 
tain because production is expensive 
and will have to hold this pace to 
stay. 

Walter Hampden (Lyric, 2d week). 
“Caponsacchi” last week and trade 
rather disappointing. Gross touched 
$16,500. Secale $3.50. After this week 
house goes dark. 

“Congratulations” (Adelphi, 2d 
week). New comedy, sponsored by 
local Shubert head, fared moderate- 
ly, with small pick-up shown during 
week, Closes Saturday. House 
probably will quit for season. 

“Hit the Deck” (Erlanger, 2d 
week). Musical comedy which 
opened here last season, back with 
new cast, Business uneven, but 
promising, with between $17,000 and 
$18,000 claimed. May try for run. 

Walnut, Chestnut and William 
Penn are dark this week, Last week 
the first named reported under $11,- 
000 with “Escape”; the second had 
about the same with “Oh Kay,” and 
the third had about $3,000 with “In 
Abraham's Bosom,” experiment. 


200 Summer Stocks 


To Cop Record? 


Summer dramatic stock is figured 
to reach a new high peak of activi- 
ty this summer. 

From present check up there are 
160 resident companies in operation 
and possibility of an additional 40 
before next month is out. ff the 
latter high mark is achieved as pre- 
dicted by the play brokers the 
number of summer stocks will prac- 
tically double that of those operat- 
ing during regular theatrical sea- 
son. 

The 
provide 


condition will 
pienty of employment 
throughout summer for. actors, 
stage hands, and musicians and 
also plenty of revenue for the play 
brokers on the release rentals. 

The recently organized Theatrical 
Stock Managers’ Association of 
which Lester Al Smith is secretary 
is sanguine of organizing the stock 
managers 100 per cent. in the new 
organization. The T. S. M. A. will 
hold a meeting in New York City 
June 3. 


anticipated 


E 


Schildkraut’s Show Flo 
Los Angeles, May 15. 
“From Hell Came a Lady,” first of 
Joseph Schildkraut’s productions, 
closed at the Hollywood Playhouse 
after a run of four weeks. The 
house will be dark until around 
June 1, when “Pomander Walk" 
Will open with a cast including Lio- 
nel Belmore, Robert Haines, Bar- 
bara Leonard, Evelyn Hall and Ar- 
thur O'Connor. Scehildkraut and 
Frank Reicher will direct “Poman- 
der Walk,” with Werner Witeamp 
staging the numbers and Howard 
Jackson writing the musie. 


Shows Closing 
George Arliss winds up his road 
tour in “The Merchant of Venice,” 
at the Wilbur, Boston, this week 
(May 19). He may reopen in the 
piece for an additional road tour 
next September, 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Lottie Gee and Edith Spencer 
joined Miller & Slayter’s “Dixie 
Brevities,” Los Angeles, 


ROBESON-SMITH 


Roberson-Smith interests have 
taken over the opera house, Elyria, 
Ohio, for the summer season of dra- 
matie stock, ope ing May 21. 

The new company will be the 10th 
in a chain of R-S dramatic stocks. 


51 
David Wallace’ publicity for 
Arthur Hopkins’ “Paris Bound” and 
“Burlesque.” 
John Montague, back and agent 


VARIETY 


for “The Trial of Mary Duan,” 
New York. 
Milton Raison is still general 


press representative for Schwab & 
Mandel. 
Wallace Munroe, in advance Wale 
ter Hampden (on tour). 
Anita Grannis, advance 
Repertory Theatre (on tour), 


Civie 


May Dowling, advance “The Red 
Robe” (on tour), 

Arch MeGovern, advance “The 
Baby Cyclone” (on tour), 

Leon Freidman, advance “Rio 
Rita” (on tour). 

Harry Atkinson, advance Wine 


throp Ames’ Gilbert and Sullivan 
Co. (on tour). 


Ann Grosvenor Ayres, gen. p. 
for Richard Herndon. 

Campbell Cassard, gen, p. r. for 
Barbour and Bryant. 

Wendell. Phillips Dodge, gen. p. ¥. 
for Jack Lindner, producer of Mae 
West in “Diamond Lil.” 

Jack Mooney, gen. mgr. for White 
beck and Fagan, on tour with 
‘“Jimmie’s Women.” 

Howard Herrick, advance 
Stoops to Conquer” (on tour), 

Beauvais Fox, advance ‘Diploe 
macy” (on tour), 


“She 


NEW YORK 


THEATRES 


e David Belasco presents 


ACHELOR 
FATHER 


By Edward Childs Carpenter 
with 


JUNE WALKER. C. AUBREY 
SMITH, GEOFFREY KERR 


Thea., W. 44th St. Eve. 8:80. 
BELAS€0 Mats. Thurs. & Sat.. 2°30 


OF BROADWAY 
MARTIN BECK Theatre 


Eves 8 30 Mats). Wed and Sat., 


45 St a 
th Ave 


The Theatre Guild 


Strange Interlude 


John Golden Thea., 68th, E.of B’y 


Marco Millions 


Thea., W. 62d. Evs. 8:30 
GUILD yyate: Thurs. & Sat., 2:30 
Week May 21: “Volpone” 


Eves. 
6:30 


ROMANCE RUN RIOT! 


See and Hear 
DOLORES COSTELLO 


in 

“GLORIOUS BETSY” 
with 

Conrad Nagel 

on the 


INA CLAIRE 


in “OUR BETTERS,” with 
CONSTANCE COLLIER 
HENRY MILLER’S 


Thurs, 


ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents | 


ADGE KENNEDY 
in “PARIS BOUND” | 


ri By Philip Barry ! 


MONTH 
MUSIC SOx 
Mats. Wed, 2:30 


URLESQUE” 


A Comedy 


and Sat., 


9th MONTH 
Pi. 


Mats. Thursday and Saturday, 2:30 


EW FIELDS’ THEA. } 

MANSFIELD—W. 47 St. ‘Thurs. & Sat. 
LEW FIELDS Presents 

THE NEW MUSICAL COMEDY HIT 


““Present Arms’’ 


By FIELDS, ROGERS & HART 
‘The tun fulest, the «aut the fastest and 
most colorful show of many a day.”’ 


W. Osborn, Eve, World 


Thea... W 48th St. Eva 

VANDERBILT 2°30 Mts. W & S.. 2°20 

THE MUSICAL. COMEDY THAT WILL 
LIVE FOREVER! MARK TWAIN’S 


“A Connecticut Yankee” 


Adapted by 
FLELDS. ROGERS and HART 


Jed Harris Production 
THE 


W. 42d St. Evs. 8:30 
SELWYN mis. Wed. & St. 2:30 


JOE COOK 


GEO Th..B'y& 43d. E 
} COHAN Mat». Wed. & 


“RAIN OR SHINE” 


VITAPHONE 
Warner Thea., Broadway at 52d St. 


Twice Daily—2:45 and 8:45 


faramount’s Greatest 
Motion Picture jam 
St. ANNE NICHOLS’ 


ATRE| ° ABIES 


THE 
AILY 
TWICE 


MARK 


TRAN 
B’way at 47th St. 
Richard 
BARTHELMESS 
in “KENTUCKY COURAGE” 


with MOLLY O’DAY 
A New Revue of Beauty, Melody and Mirth 


LEON NAVARA 
and Mork Straed in DUTCH” 


Willlam Fox presents 


“Hangman’s 


ROW Y 
with VICTOR McLAGLEN 


Superb Stage Program 
“VENETIAN NIGHTS’ —Cast of 200 
ROXY ORCHESTRA 
THIRTY-TWO KOXYVETTES 

KARL DANE ac 

kK. CIRCUS ROOKIES 
Metro Goldwyn-Mayer’s Hilarious Comedy 

Great Stage “CAPITOL GAMBOL” 
WALT ROESNER and CAPITOLIANS 


ridge Authority om 
MILTON WORK raphe n ana on Stage 


CAPITOL 


BROADWAY at bist ST. 
| The Fver-Thrilling 
\BATTLE OF CHATEAT- 


‘THLERKY—Free Concerts 
LUNA: Dancine—Circus 
MILE SKY-CHASER 


PARK Ride Thru the Clouds 
| LUNA’S GREAT 
THE HEART, SWIMMING POOL 
of Coney Island pipe pIT—Funny Fun House 
and Free Attractions and 
___Shows, 50 Acres of Fun, 50 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE 
IN VARIETY 


"8.$:320 
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Greetings and best wishes ll 

to all of my friends | mi 

in the States 

who will be happy to hear of my tba 
European Success 


Morton 


familia 
the no! 
in the | 

Remi 
tro], wi 
of its ; 
sad lads in 


For the past six weeks at And appeared also:— 
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Vogue Vooue of Reissues of Old Time Pop 
Songs, With Re-Recordings Bands 


Henry Waterson is printing up 
pew editions of some of the old 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder song 
pits to retail at 10 cents, The re- 
yivals include some of Irving Ber- 
lin’s best known hits such as 
“alexander’s Ragtime Band,” “When 
I Lost You,” et al. Waterson is 
marketing them in gross quantities 
at five-cents wholesale, counting on 
the counter sales to rapidly move 
the stock because of the bargain 

ce for the sheet music, compared 
to the present 25-35 cent scale. 

Irving Berlin, Inc., is understood 
to have been considerably vexed at 
Waterson’s revival of the Berlin 
pumbers, making a $15,000 cash bid 
for the copyrights. 

Unsolicited, “Alexander’s 
Band” has been re-recorded by Ted 
Lewis and others, and now Vincent 
Lopez is making a 12-inch salon 
recording of the “Ragtime” song for 
Brunswick. 

This is brought about through a 
yecent vogue for reviving the old 
gong favorites, ascribable only to 
the dearth of preseni-day satisfac- 
tory song material. Whiteman has 
re-“canned” for Victor a flock of the 
old hits like “San,” “Parade of the 
Wooden Soldiers,’ “Love Nest,” 
“Wrispering,” ‘‘Avalon,” 
eompanies have re-issued “I Wish 


I Could Shimmy Like My Sister 
Kate”; “St. Louis Blues,” ‘“Mem- 
phis Blues,” “Beautiful Ohio,” 


“Miami Shore,” and others, 

Last week Feist’s was forced to 
yevive “Good-Night,” the waltz 
based on the “taps” bugle call notes, 
which orchestra leaders on. the 
radio and dance floors have dug up 
and \spread around as the signing- 
off waltz, in favor of the overly 
familiar “Home Sweet Home” and 
the not-so-orthodox “Three o’Clock 
in the Morning.” 

Remick’s, now in Joe Keit’s con- 
tro], will similarly revive the wealth 
of its song material and story bal- 
lads included in its catalog. 


Song Writers 
“The Greatest Book of Its Kind’ 


Inside Stuff on 


How to Write 
Popular Songs 


By ABEL GREEN 
Music Editor, ‘‘Varlety” 
With an Introduction by 


PAUL WHITEMAN 
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|Herb Wiedoeft Dies 
In Oregon Smash-Up 


Seattle, May 15. 

Herb Wiedoeft, band leader, died 
May 12 in Medford, Oregon, as the 
result of injuries sustained the day 
previously, when he and his orches- 
tra boys were motoring en route for 
California, Wiedoeft had recently 
completed an 11 months’ engage- 
ment at Trianon Ballroom, Seattle. 
He was bound for Ocean Park, Cal. 
He was a brother of Rudy Wiedoeft, 
saxophone virtuoso, 


Rudy Wiedoeft, his brother, char- 
tered a plane Monday afternoon to 
fly to Portland, Ore., where there is 
a landing field and take care of the 
funeral arrangements. The brothers 
were almost as far apart in their 
family ties as their professional en- 
deavors. Rudy’s distinction is that 
of the foremost saxophone virtuoso 
in the world, an undisputed title. 


Ritz Music Shops, Bkrpt. 


Ritz Music Shops, Inc., operating 
a Times Square novelty and music 
store at 1501 Broadway and another 
at 205 West 125th street, was pe- 
titioned into bankruptcy by Walter 


Kane, Inc., musie jobber, with a 
$608 claim, and Bibo, Bloeden & 
Lang, Ine. and Clarence Williams 


Pub, Co., Ine., both music publish- 
ers, with claims of $68 and $70. 
It is estimated debts total $10,000 


and assets including stock, $4,000. 
Samuel M. Mareeus has been ap- 
pointed the receiver under $2,000 
bond. 


Victor’s Plan for 


Creative Music 

According to an invitation by E. 
Shumaker, president: 

“A definite plan to encourage the 
development of creative musical 
work in America will be outlined by 
Vietor Talking Machine Co. at 
Savoy-Plaza Hotel, 
New York, May 28. We believe the 
plan to be announced will have his- 
toric significance, for it is certain 
to engage the attention of every 
forward-looking American interest 
in native genius and native art. 

“A distinguished company of emi- 
nent musical artists, patrons of 
music, critics and other thoughtful 
and interested people will be in- 
vited,” continues the Shumaker 
invite. 


GUS ARNHEIM 


ORCHESTRA 
TWO SOLID YEARS AND STILL GOING AT THE 
FAMOUS COCOANUT GROVE, LOS ANGELES 


Road Agent! 


White Plains, N. Y¥., May 15. 
Charged with repeatedly hir- 
ing musicians, taking them for 
a ride and then making them 
walk home minus their in- 
struments, Herbert Heuthe has 
been arrested. Heuthe lured 
musicians into an automobile 
on promises of jobs in Mount 
Vernon. He is wanted in 
Brooklyn on a similar charge. 


LOPEZ FOR 2 YEARS 


Renews Brunswick Contract—Guar- 
anteed $1,000 Per Record 


Vincent Lopez has renewed his 
contract with Brunswick for two 
more years, calling for a three-cent 
royalty on every 10-inch disk and 
four cents for the 12-inch records. 
In addition, Lopez receives a guar- 
antee of $1,000 a record for the first 


year and $2,000 a disk for the 
second. 

Lopez will do a minimum of 24 
numbers a year, about equally 


divided as to popular, musical com- 
edy and 12-inch concert recordings. 
Lopez's first 12-incher is “St. Louis 
Blues,” coupled with “The Birth of 
the Blues.” 

Lopez is set for the Hotel St. Regis 
opening formally about June 4, with 
a pre-opening around May 
the press, ete. 


Whiteman’s Concert Tour 


Paul Whiteman is set for a 16 
weeks’ concert tour under F. C. 
Coppicus’ direction, opening Oct. 8 
in Norfolk, Va., and concluding Dec. 
16 in Philadelphia. It will embrace 
virtually the same stands as on the 
last concert tour two years ago. 

Before and after, Whiteman 
turns to the Publix. 

The world tour is at present in 
abeyance, the terrific Whiteman 
overhead prohibiting a consistent 
route. Tokio and Yokohama and 
even the Antipodean metropolises 
cannot stand the concert fee de- 
manded by Whiteman, made neces- 
sary by the expensive organization. 


re- 


WHITEMAN’S DELAY 


Paul Whiteman’s illness with a 
bad cold in Boston during the last 
days of his fortnight’s engagement 
at the Metropolitan in that city, 
prevented his return Friday night 
for the one-minute-after-midnight 
publicity stunt whereby Movietone 
was to have “shot” the Whiteman 
orchestra during its first recording 
for the Columbia. May 12 signalized 
the inception of the new contract 
between Whiteman and Columbia 
for a term of three years. 

Whiteman only got into New 
York Monday morning in time to 
open at Loew's Metropolitan, Brook- 
lyn, for this week. 

Last night (Tuesday), right after 
midnight, Movietone “shot” the 
Whitemaniies in their first record- 
ing. 


BARRYMORE’S DISC 


John Barrymore will record Ham- 
let’s soliloquy for Victor. 


30 for 
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Refused Exam KEIT IN CONTROL 


Before Trial for Info 


George W. 
who had four 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
Ine., Was unsuccessful in his peti- 
tion to compel Henry Waterson to 
stand examination before trial. 
Meyer hoped in that wise to gather 
facts sufficient to frame a complaint 
but Justice Crain opined that “this 
court will not sanction the com- 
mencement and prosecution of an 
action based on a mere hope that 
something may be due to plaintiff, 
followed by an attempt to secure 
information which might possibly 
show that plaintiff has a claim.” 

Meyer collaborated on “Brown 
Eyes, Why Are You Blue?”, “Her 
Beaus,” “Losin’ Susan” and “She 
Can't Say No,” the former of which 
was only a hit. 

Meyer states he has not a copy 
of his contract with W-B-S and is 
of the belief there is more royalty 
due him. 


songwriter, 
published by 


Mever, 


songs 


VOGEL OPENS DEFAULT 


Frank Sheridan Will Have to 
Defend $89,000 Action 
The coincidental trial of Jack 


Dempsey’s legal embroglio with Jack 
Kearns was a windfall for Frank 
Sheridan, picture actor and _ erst- 
while head of the John Franklin 
Music Company, publishers of 'Mar- 
cheta.” Sheridan's full name is 
{ohn Franklin Sheridan. It was the 
Dempsey trial which kept Richard 
J. Mackay, as an associate of Ar- 
thur Driscoll, of O’Brien, Malevinsky 
& Driscoll, tied up representing the 
ex-champ, resulting in Justice Tier- 
ney’s refusing to adjourn the trial 
of Jerry Vogel against Sheridan on 
an $89,000 claim. 

Vogel is head of the popular music 
department of the Plaza Music Com- 
pany, jobbers. He alleges that he 
was instrumental in popularizing 
“Marcheta,” for which he was paid 
a little over $10,000 but has $89,000 
more due him, according to his esti- 
mate. 

The court has agreed to reopen 
Vogel's default if he pays $117 court 
costs and also the necessary ex- 
penses to transport Sheridan and 
his wife from the Coast to New York 
for the trial next October. 

Vogel states he will satisfy all 
court demands to facilitate a trial 
of the issues, instead of suffering the 
summary dismissal of his case 
through default and no fault of his 
own nor his lawyer, who happened 
to be tied up in another court on 
another case, 

Messrs. Driscoll and Mackey were 
solely familiar with the Dempsey 
litigation and ngbody else in the firm 
could substitute for either of them, 


Reisman on Waldorf Roof 


Reisman and his orchestra, 
in their 10th season at the Hotel 
Brunswick, Boston, Egyptian room, 
open on the Waldorf-Astoria roof 
June 11 for the summer. Reisman 
returns to Boston in the fall, a sub- 
unit of reduced numbers continuing 
in the interim. 

This marks Reisman’'s first New 
York return in years since playing 
with “Good Morning, Dearie!* He 
has on occasions played for 
Nast's and other social events. 

Reisman and his wife sailed on 
the “Leviathan” May 12 for a six 


Leo 


weeks’ vacation. 


Conde 


OF REMICK FIRM 


West, Gen. Mgr.—No 
Keit in Title 


Detroit, May 16. 

When coming under the proprie- 
torship of Joe Keit shortly, the 
Jerome H. Remick Co., Inc., will be 
known as the Remick Musie Corpo- 
ration. Suggestions that the name 
be changed to Remick-Keit were 
disregarded by Keit, supposedly in 
the belief that alteration of the 
widely known Remick title would 
detract from its familiarity. 

Keit arrived here Saturday with 
all papers and signatures sealing 
the issue in his possession. 

While minor officers of the new 
company have not been chosen, Keit 
is arranging for the immediate 
transfer of the home office from 
Detroit to New York, where Keit, as 
general manager, has had his head- 
quarters, 

Carl West, now professional 
manager in Detroit, will he general 
manager in this district. This is the 
only major change in the sale of 
the Remick company to be made 
known here. 

Ror the time being the Remick 
Printing company will remain un- 
der Remick ownership, with Keit 
planning to include this in his pur- 
chase in a short time. The plant is 
one of the largest of its kind here, 
doing public printing jobs besides 
handling the publishing end of the 
Remick music business, 

The wealthy Remick will continue 
with his creamery and banking in- 
terests here, while completely cut 
off from the musie field. He is 
owner of the Detroit Creamery, 
biggest in the city, and resides in 
Grosse Point, exclusive suburb. 


Carl 


Olsen on WJZ 
and his orchestra 
from “Good News” return to the 
ether on the NBC network, starting 
May 23 at 7 p. m. for a series of 
Wednesday night hourly dance pro- 
grams. 

In New York, WJZ will be the 
key station for the broadcasts from 
the studio. 


George Olsen 


AVERN 
A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East of Broadway 


BETTER LATE THAN NEVER, PAUL 


from the 


ARIETY 


Tribute to PAUL ASH in last week’s issue 


I, therefore, am glad tc take this opportunity to 


WELCOME YOU, AND BID YOU 


Sincerely, 


Being En Route From the Coast to New York I Regret Having Been Omitted 


“GOOD LUCK,” PAUL 
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RADIO—NIGHT CLUBS 


~ WOR and Actor on Ma 


Over “Main Street” Skits 
Developed Through Station 


> 


A rew and important point in 
‘adio showmanship is the current 
erap between George Frame 


srown, legit actor who created the 
‘Main Street Sketches” on WOR, 
ind the Bamberger station. The 
station compensated Brown for his 
‘eting ability, the latter creating 
he “Luke Higgins of Titusville” 
‘haracter which became one of the 
nost popular ether features over 
WOR. 

With Brown in receipt of offers 
‘or a cartoon strip, film and stage 
vork, resulting from the radio 
vopularity, the actor attempted to 
‘reak away from WOR, The sta- 
ion held otherwise, and for the 
‘cond time last (Tuesday) night, 
Main Street Sketches" was _ pre- 
‘nted with another cast ot play- 


‘'s without Brown heading the 
ast. 

The point Brown has_ raised, 
‘hrough legal representatives, is 


hat he was hired as an actor, not 
igs an author, and that any creative 
matter he supplied to support his 
histrionic talents is his own proper- 
ty. WOR states “Main Street 
Sketches” were developed on its 
broadcasting and in that belief they 
have dispensed both with Brown’s 
and Miss Virginia Farmer's serv- 
ices. The latter was the femme 
lead. 

Aside from this phase, a general 
shakeup in the Columbia Broad- 
casting System, of which WOR is 
a link, has resulted from this epi- 
sode. Five people, including Brown 
and Miss Farmer, have severed con- 
1ections with the organization, One 
s R. D. Newton, sales executive; 
Charles IF. Gannon, program direc- 
tor of WOR, and George A. Coats, 
f the Arthur Judson Radio Pro- 
rram Corp., which books through 
WOR. It arose through these mem- 
bers being allegedly concerned in 
attempting to sell “Main Street 
Sketches” to rival networks for 
commercial broadcasting. 

Hiller Still in 

Although buying the Waterson 
music store in Pittsburgh, Joe Hil- 
ler has not left the music business 
completely. 

Hiller joined Berlin, Ince., In 
charge of the presentation depart- 
ment, and will continue his music 


Roadhouse Attractions 


Van and Schenck are returning 
to the Pavilion Royal on the Mer- 
rick road, near Valley Stream, L. L, 
as the summer attraction for John 
and Christ's prize resort. 

The team opens June 20 and will 
probably remain, going to the own- 
ers’ other summer place, at Sara- 
toga, during the August racing 
season. 

Monday night Harold Leonard and 
his orchestra opened at the Cas- 
tillian Garden, the Crying Goldmans’ 
roadhouse closely adjacent to the 
Pavilion. At the Pelham road Cas- 
tillian, Eddie Elkins band 
opened Monday with a Silver Slip- 
per type of girly floor show, staged 
by Nils Grantlund. 

The Criers are opening their new 
beach road house near Long Beach 
around May 25 for the informal 
sendoff for the dealers and the boys, 
with the formal opening occurring 
the night following. Cliiffo O’Rourke 
probably will be the m. e. with a 
small floor show at the new place. 


Sam Weiss Blowing 


Sam Keiss, the boniface of the 
Little Club, is blowing the works 
and going in for the brokerage busi- 
ness this summer. As. S. J. Weiss 
& Co., at 39 Broadway, he will deal 
in bank stocks and investment se- 


curities, figuring the nite club 
racket shot. 
Always offering a gvod_ show, 


Weiss’ ill-luck with his room under- 
neath the 44th Street theatre has 
been the subject of commenis. 


Another Musical Flyer 

Boyd Senter, picture house clari- 
net soloist and recording artist, is 
of the flying musical clan. A new 
airplane will be delivered Senter 
May 29, who, with Roger Wolfe 
Kahn, Harold Leonard, et al., are 
Mitchell Field aerialists. 


Glaser At Riley's 
Ben Glaser and his orchestra open 
May 28 at'Ben Riley's Arrowhead 
Inn, New York. Glaser, just re- 
turned from the Lamaze _ Patio, 
Palm Beach, succeeds Harold Veo. 


store in Pittsburgh. 
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AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
New England Dance Tour 
Permanent Address: 


CHARLES SHRIBMAN, Manager, 
SALEM, MASS 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


FROM DETROIT 


JEAN GOLDKETTE) 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 
Office: Woodward and Eliot 
DETROIT 


and His ORCHESTRA 


Exclusive Brunswick Artist 


WOODMANSTEN !NN 
Petham Parkway, N. Y. 


| PARISIAN RED HEADS | 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Permanent Address 


28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


AND HIS MUSIC 
FEATURED IN 
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‘GOOD NEWS 
CHANIN’S 46TH STREET THEATRE 
NEW YORK CITY 
Nightly at CLUB RICHMAN 
137 West 66th Street. New York City 


| B. A. ROLFE | 


AND HIS PALAIS D'OK ORCUESTRA 


WEAF ARTISTS 
Edison Records 


ROLFE ORCHESTRAS, Ince. 
200 W. 48th St., New York City 
Phone Lack 6518 


[PAUL WHITEMAN, 
And HIS GREATER ORCHESTRA 


METROPOLITAN, BOSTON 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 
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DON’T ADVERTISE 


Agency Commission 


Coa., 


Sys- 


National 
Columbia 


Broadcasting 
Broadcasting 
tem and other commercial 
broadeasters, whether in net- 
work or individually, all allow 
advertising agencies regular 
discounts of 15 per cent. on 
their advertising accounts, A 
radio advertiser, working 
through an advertising agency, 
in most cases rests the fate 
of the program with the 
agency, including talent, show- 
manship, presentation, etc., the 
agency thus earning its com- 
mission. It parallels the lay- 
ing out of copy for printer's 
ink display. 

That is why all the repre- 
sentative agencies now have a 
specially trained radio show- 
man handling the agency’s 
radio advertisers. Where it is 
an important hour, a special 
supervising executive is desig- 
nated by the advertiser who 
works with the agency's staff 
representative. 


| 


Hotel Shelburne Through 


Prohibition shot to pieces the 
once famous Hotel Shelburne at 
Coney Island, which went under the 
auctioneer’s gavel last week. It 
netted the owners as a result of the 
auction something like $70,000. 
Everything went. Silverware, 
glassware, furniture. For two cents 


could be bought most anything. 
Pianos, beds, fixtures went for a 
song. 


Louis Fisher, who owned the ho- 
tel, was not present at the auction, 
but a brother of his took charge. 

It is expected that the hotel will 
be torn down soon and large apart- 
ment houses built on the site. 

In its day the Shelburne was the 
ritziest gathering place at the 
Island. 


Harms’ “Sex” Song 


Harms is handling the matter of 
“Can't Help Lovin’ Dat Man” being 
sung in the Mae West “Sex” play 
at the Majestic, Los Angeles, said 
to be a Louis O. Macloon produc- 
tion. Through Variety Ziegfeld was 
appraised of his “Show Boat” song 
being done by a near-Aunt Jemima 
as a specialty in the west coast 
production of “Sex” and instructed 
the music publishers, who own the 
copyright, to take the necessary 
legal steps to enjoin the production 
song hit being sung elsewhere than 
in “Show Boat." 


Gus C. Edwards Fined 


Chicago, May 15. 

Gus C. Edwards was fined $100 
by the Chicago Federation of Musi- 
cians for paying his orchestra less 
than seale during his engagement 
at the Edgewater Beach hotel. 

Edwards previously was fined 
$100 by the Federation for paying 
his men less than seale on record- 
ing dates. 


WILLIAMS SISTERS MOVE 

Paul Ash was feted at the Little 
Club, New York, Sunday night, 
where he was the guest of honor of 
Joey Chance and his’ orchestra. 
Ethel Norris from “Rain or Shine" 
is a new addition. 

Wiliiams Sisters have turned in 
their notice, effective later in the 
week, to open for George Olsen and 
Louis Schwartz at the Club Rich- 
man. Joey Ray and Sam H. Stept 
continue as co-m.c.'s, 


“SILVER BELL” 


BANJO ARTIST 


Hotel Schroeder 
| Milwaukee, Wis. 
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PAUL WITTENMEYER 


Dan Russo’s Orchestra 
at the 
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250 Cafe Artists—200 Musicians 
Losing Jobs Padlocking 


Wednesday, May 16, 1998 


Chicago, May 15. 

Current padiocking of Chicago's 
night life is being recognized as of 
serious import to show business 
throughout the country because of 
its unemployment angle. 

In Chicago alone over 250 cafe 
artists and 200 musicians wil! have 
been thrown out of work through 
closing of cabarets via hip liquor 
“observation” ruling. It is expected 
all of the night spots will be dark 
within a month, as the Federal clos- 
ings are being effected in rapid suc- 
cession. 

Regarded as a test case by local 
cafe owners, padlocking of Fred 
Mann’s $1,000,000 Rainbo Gardens 
killed their last hope for existence. 
Others already padlocked or closed 
through knowledge of certain fede- 
ral action are Midnite Frolics, An- 
sonia, Hollywood Barn, Parody, Jef- 
fery Tavern, Rendezvous, and Half- 
Moon. Closed for a year and re- 
maining dark are the Avalon, Mou- 
lin Rouge and Friars Inn. 

The 18 padlockings expected this 
month are the ones which will bring 
about a tough unemployment situ- 
ation here. It is expected the better 
known performers will be able to 
take care of themselves in other 
locations or divisions of show busi- 
ness, But the group of hangers-on, 
mainly table workers and hostesses, 
will feel the full effect of the pad- 
lockings. 
Roadhouse Jobs 


Switching of local night life to 


the wide open county spaces, where 
officials are more lenient and Fede. 
ral surveillance is not strict, 
means that a portion of the girls 
may find employment there. 

Cafe orchestras, consisting of an 
estimated 200 musicians to be left 
jobless by padlocks, will not be so 
seriously hurt. James C. Petrillo, 
president of the Chicago Federation 
of Musicians, stated his recent rul- 
ing against remote control which 
necessitates employing studio or- 
chestras by radio stations, will as- 
sist in absorbing the cafe musi- 
cians. He stated that 500 musicians 
will have steady employment in lo- 
cal radio stations shortly. 

Latest station to hire a studio or- 
chestra, according to Petrillo, is 
WEBH, Edgewater Beach hotel and 
“Herald-Examiner” station. This 
was one of the two major stations 
which had discontinued broadcast- 
ing from local cafes, theatres, and 
ballrooms rather than take on 10 
studio musicians, The other, KYW, 


Commonwealth Edison and “Eve- 
ning American” station, is still 


balking. Both stations are partially 
controlled by Hearst. 


GREEN-STEPT COMBO 


Bud Green and Sammy Stept are 
a new publishing combination. 

Green resigned from Shapiro- 
Bernstein as staff writer and Stept, 
when not cafe entertaining, collab- 
orates on songs and handles the 
business end, 


Cabaret Bills 


Florence's Orch 
Club Barney 
Alice Weaver 
Walter O'Keefe 
Eleanor Kern 
Hale Byers’ Orch 
Club Ebony 


Colored Show 
Ebony Ba 
Cluv Lido 

Rosita & Ramon 
Meyer Davis Orch 

Club Monterey 
Jack Irving 
Ruth Dix 
Jerry Osborn 
Myda Adams 
Helen Flynn 
Peggy Bolton 
Jack Linton Orch 

Club Richman 
Geo Olsen Orch 
Juliette Johnson 
Geo Murpny 

Connie’s Inn 
Sam Manning Rev 
Leroy Tibbs Orch 

Everglades 

Earl Lindsay Rev 


Eddie Davis 


Castillian Gardens Siih St. Club Leverich Towers Salon Roya) 

Harold Leonard Or|/Dan Healy Rev Hotel Texas Guinan 

N T G Rev 1E B Fontaine Brooklyn Tommy Lyman 
Castillian Royal | Fuzzy Knight Mel Cratg Orch Joe Candullo Orch 

Eddie Elkins | Frances Shetley Silver Slipper 

N T G Rev Alice Ridnow =| NTG Rev 
Chez Florence South Orch Barbara Lake 

Sneeze & Palmer Frivolity Eliz Higgins 


N TG Rev 
Vercell Sis 

Mary Adams 
Maryon Dalc 
Evelyn Sather 
Eleanor Gail 
Jean Murray 
Pete Woolery 
Jack White 
Tom Timothy Bd 


Helen Morgan's 
Helen Morgan 
Lane Sis 
Arturo Gordon! 
Dorothy Croyle 
Aimee Revere 
J Friedman Bd 

Hofvrau 
C F Strickland Or 
Hote? Ambassador 
Frances Mann 
Fred Carpenter 
Van der Zanden Or 

Hotel Biltmore 
Madli'ne Northway 
Geo Chiles 
B Cummins Or 

Hotel Manger 
Hal Kemp Orch 

Jardin Royal 


Specht's Rev 


Evelyn Martin 


Jack Clifford Hanley Sis 


Mary Lucas Ia Vergne Lambert 
Joey Chance Orch] parriett Marned 
Montmartre Patrica Grandes 


Jean Russell 

G& Adair 

Le Claire & Mae 
John Walsh 
Jimmy O'Brien 
Tom Gott Orch 
Small’s Paradise 
L'n'rd Harper’s Rv 
Atta Blake 


Emil Coleman Bd 


MecAlpin Hote} 
McAlpineers’ Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Will Oakland 
Landau's Bd 

Palais D'Or 


Ba | Jazzbo Hilliard 
Dewey Brown 
Park Centr’l Hotel/Sherman & White 
Arnold Johnson Or |Susie Wrotem 
Parody Club Alto Oates 


Bee Footes 
Jimmie Durante Blondina Stern 
Lou Clayton 


Bronze Chorus 
Eddie Jackson Chas Johnson Ba 
Parody Rev 

Strand Root 
Garret & Lizt es R 
Lily de Lys Jack Connor's Rev 
Frankie Morris Ten Fast 60th 
Helen Grey Margaret Zolnay 
Thelma Carleton David Gerry 
Muriel Holland Larry Siry Or 
Annette Ryan Waldorf-Astoria 
Jean Rolling Meyer Davis Or 


Durante’s Orch 
Woodmansten Inn 
Pennsylvania Hotel] Vincent Lopez Or 


Eddie Bruce 
McCune Sis 
Iris & Mac 
Betsy Reese 
Jean Goldkette Bd 


Blackhawk 


Coon-Sanders Bd 


Chez-Pierre 


Plerret Nuyten Rv) 
Earl Hoffman’e Or! 


College Inn | 


Ted Sedford 


Ernie Golden Orch Paul Specht Orch 'Johnny Johnson Or'Frank Libuse 
Alabam Colosimos Trixie Rose Linde Inn 

Dale Dyer Bobby Danders Grace Russell Rose Taylor 

Lew King Maude Hanlon ae, Sevens Roy Mack Rev 

Ralph Bart Joffre Sis F »d Whit Ba Josephine Bruce 

Bernie Adler Mearae Sis sia ssa Rose Page 

Eddie South Bd Kelly’s Stables Babe Fisher 

orma Lentz Fred Burke Band 

Alamo Art Witllams King Jones 


Oriental-Davis 
Alfredo & Maxine 
Ruth Durell 
Rick & Snyder 
Abe Tyman Bd 


Golden Pumpkin 


Banks Sisters 
Russel} & Durkin 


Charley Alexander 
Johnny Dodds’ Ba 


Samovar 


Olive O'Neft 
Carrol! & Gorman 
Joffre Sis 

Fred Waite BA 


Lantern Cafe 
Al Wagner Bd 
Freddy De Syrette 


Gene Gill 
Jean Gare } 
Austin Mack Bd | 


Katinka Ciub | 


George Taylor Terrace Gardew 
Betty Tascott Grav Fami! 
Norma Lenze lQuinlan Sis 
Giadyce Kilday iSpike Hamilton Bd 
Harriet Smith | 

Vanity Fatr 

Lico |Vierra Hawallans 

Inez Gamble | Karo'a 


Simmes & Babette | Joe Allen Kaaihue & Kacnal Pick Hughes 
Kate Smith Vie Joiner | charie Schultz Betty Brown 
Sherman Bd 3 Radio Jacks Barry Clay Ba ten Wolf 
Carlton | Le Paradis | Mayfiower 
Al Kamons Sidney Sidenmar 
Harry Albert cis | Harry Albert Sidney's Orch 
Meyer Davis Orch | Club Madrillon | Meyer Davis Orch Roma Gardens 
Chas Wright Orch 
Chantecler J O'Donnell Oreh | 
Lotus | Wardman Park 
Paul Fidelman Club Mirador | | Sidney Harris 
Meyer Davis Orch'!'M Harmon Orch E Dougherty Orch! Meyer Davis Orch 
Club Lido Jean Wallin | Piceadilly Al White 
Broadway Follies Jocely Lyle Al Wohlman Aveada Charkouie 
Marcella Hardie Murray Sis | Abe Balinger’s Rev 
Club Madrid Pauline Zenoa Jean Gaynor Walton Reof 
Chic Barrymore Buddy Truly Isabella Dwan {LeRoy Smith Orch 
Velos Yolande Joe Candullo Oreh | Mattie Wynne Chas Crafts 
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To bring to Broadcasting and to the Concert World even higher . 
standards, the National Broadcasting Company takes pleasure in 


Announcing 
The National Broadcasting and 


Concert Bureau 


and the appointment of 


GEORGE ENGLES 


as Managing Director 


HE National Broadcasting and Concert Bureau will 
represent, through contractual relations, the famous 
musicians, singers, speakers, orchestras and others who 
broadcast and appear in public. : 


For many years pre-eminent in the field of Concert 
Management, Mr. Engles has represented the New York 
Symphony Orchestra and such outstanding artists as 
Paderewski, Schumann-Heink, Marion Talley, Heifetz, ' 
Emilio de Gogorza, Paul Kochanski, Elena Gerhardt, 
Ignaz Friedman, George Barrere and his Little Symphony 
Orchestra. 


Mr. Engles will create a roster of talent of the highest 
rank. He will cooperate with existing managing agencies | 
in the concert, lecture and theatrical fields in arranging : 
appearances before the microphone. He will also arrange 
for personal appearances in concerts, lecture tours and 
Chautauqua programs. In addition, he will offer the services 
of the Bureau for. the direction of artists not under other 
managements. 


This new Bureau will become, under the leadership of 
Mr. Engles, the outstanding organization of its kind. 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. 
NEW YORK CHICAGO WASHINGTON SAN FRANCISCO 
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10? FAIRS DROP. 
YEARLY 


Speaker Sees Decline of 


Fair Biz in Ohio 


Canton, O., May 15. 

Speaking before the Henry Coun- 
ty Agricultural Society at the an- 
nual meeting at Napoleon, O., 
Charles V. Truax, director of agri- 
culture, stated that the 102 county 
and independent fairs of the State 
of Ohio are feeling a drop of $365,- 
445 in grosses every year because of 
the growing indifference to fair at- 
tractions. 

Truax added that numerous fairs 
had been abandoned during the last 
two years and predicted that many 
others would soon be abandoned 
owing to the heavy losses which 
they could not meet. 

At East Palestine, O., the fai: has | 
been closed with the recent sale! 
of the grandstand and stables. The | 
board of education of the city has 
asked the fair board to set a price 
on its holdings. The grounds may 
be used for athletic purposes. There 
will be only one fair left in Colum- 
biana county, at Lisbon. 


FAIR BIZ REPORTS 


Chicago, May 15. 

First reports on outdoor show 
business in various. states are 
trickling in. 

In Ohio business is reported very 
good if given a weather break. So 
far nights have been extremely cold 
and hurt gross considerably. 

Illinois had five days of good 
weather last week. In Missouri rain 
interfered on three days out of seven. 
Iowa is dry, but cold; Minnesota 
likewise cold. Outfits in Wisconsin 
are getting cold weather and ter- 
rible business, 


S-F P. A. SYSTEM 


Responsibility on Individual Under 
It—4 Men Ahead 


Sells-Floto has established a new 
press agent system this season, Four 
agents out who divide up the ad- 
vance territory with only one man 
visiting any town and he arranging 
his schedule so as to double back 
when the show plays it. 

This system is designed to elimi- 
nate buck-passing and to pin re- 
eponsibility for bad press showings 
on one man, 

Each agent handles ducats, stories 
and everything except space con- 
tracting, which is done in the regu- 
lar way by the contracting agent. 
There is no press man regularly at- 
tached to the show itself. 

The system upsets” established 
circus method. Under the old method 
two to six men traveled in advance, 
hitting a town at intervals and with 
the agent traveling with the show 
getting the grief that accumulated 
from the earlier visits. 

Sells-Floto jumped from Chicago 
to Stamford, Conn., within two 
weeks in order to beat Ringlin-Bar- 
num & Bailey into New England. 


Demand $500 Bond to 


Insure Clean Grounds 


Minneapolis, May 15. 


The city council has notified the 
Al G. Barnes Wild Animal Shows 
that it cannot obtain a license to 
exhibit here June 29-30 until it 


posts a $500 bond to insure the city 
that it will clean up the circus 
grounds and streets in the imme- 
diate vicinity prior to its departure. 

A complaint was lodged with the 
aldermen that this circus left things 
in bad shape last season with the 
result that the city had to dig into 
its pockets to the extent of several 
hundred dollars to remove a con- 
sig@rable amount of refuse and dirt. 
The Barnes shows will be the first 
tented outfit to use the new circus 
grounds in northwest Minneapolis. 
The old grounds in south Minne- 
apolis are being turned into a coal 
yard. 


BARNES-CARRUTHERS 


HIGH-CLASS OUTDOOR 
NOVELTY ACTS WANTED 
AT ALL TIMES 


Edison and Ford 


Bob Sherwood, known as a 
circus clown, speaking before 
members of the Flatbush 12.45 
Club, told about Edison and 
Henry Ford: 

“It was 47 years ago that 
Edison and I had a great dis- 
cussion on the relative merits 
of different kinds of chewing 


tobacco.” 

This is what Sherwood said 
about Ford: 

“My ting with Henry 


Ford resulted in me lending 
him $20 to get back to Detroit. 
I want it distinctly understood 
that Mr. Ford paid it back.” 


Barnes Victor Over Wife 


Los Angeles, May 15. 
Al G. Barnes, circus owner, won 
a victory over his wife, Sarah Jane 
Stonehouse, who sued before Judge 
ncren in Superior Court for $2,500 
a resnth alimony. It was ruled that 
nd the three children must con- 
tent themselves with $300 a month. 
Petition for a receivership of 
Barnes property was denied, also 
court fees of $5,000 and lawyet’s fees 
of $50,000 were denied by the court. 


sha 
a 


Requests Jail Sentence 
Washington, May 15. 
Florence Page, claiming to have 
been a circus performer with Ring- 
ling Bros., B-B, and later with sev- 
eral carnivals, was sentenced to 30 
days in jaii on a charge of intoxi- 
eation. 
Miss Page, when brought before 
the court, requested the sentence in 
order to obtain medical treatment. 


CARNIVALS 


(Week commencing May 14 when no 
date mentioned.) 


-Alabama Am. Co., Russelville, Ky. 
Alamo Expo., San Angelo, Tex. 

0. J. Bach, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Raker Bros., Benton, Tenn. 

Benton Am. Co., Coulterville, IIL. 
Bistany’s Attractions, Troy, N. Y. 
Great Bright Way Shows, Clarksburg, 
W. V.; 21, Weston; 28, Monongah.,. 

S. W. Brundage, Ottumwa, Ia. 


California Shows, Troy, N. Y.; 21, 
Cohoes; 28, Schenectady. 

Capital Am. Co., Arcadia, Wis; 321, 
Independence. 

Clark’s Greater, Fallon, Nev. 


Coleman Bros,, Hartford, Conn. 
Crounse United, Brattleboro, Vt. 
DeKreko Bros., Dixon, Ill. 

Dealing & Kromas, Port Allegany, Pa. 
Dodson’s World’s Fair, Terre Haute, 


d. 
PDodson’s Expe., Terre Haute, Ind. 
Empire Shows, St. Louis, Mo, 
F. & B. Am. Co., Barboursville, Va, 
Noble C. Fairly, Lawrence, Kan. 
Carl J. Folk, Lansing, Mich. 
John Francis, Lubbock, Tex. : 
Greenburg Am. Co., Needles, Calif, 
Max Gruberg, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Harper Greater, Goldthwaite, Tex. 
Hill’s Greater Shows, 26, Suffolk, 
Hoffner Am. Co., Sterling, Il. 
Isler Greater, Herington, Kan. 
Jones Am, Co., 18, Peru, Ind. 
K. F. Ketchum’s, Cannonsburg, 
21, Weston, W. Va. 
Abner K. Kline, Marshfield, Ore. 
Krause Greater, Middleport, O. 
Kyle Shows, Collinsville, Conn. 
J. W. Langhiin Shows, Washington, 
Mo.; 21, Herman. 
Cc. R. Leggette, Duncan, Okla. 
Tevitt-Brown-Huggins, Seattle, Wash. 
Lippa Am. Co., Flint, Mich. 
Joe Lynch, Blanchester, O. 
McClellan, Columbia, Mo. 
McMahon Shows, Marysville, Kan.: 21 
Havelock, Neb. 
Ralph R. Miller, Ruston, La. 
Miller's Midway, Winnsboro, La. 
Mississippi Valley Shows, Homer, La. 
Monarch Expo., White Plains, N. ¥ 
Pacific States, Cle Elum, Wash. 
J. J. Page, Logan, W. Va 
Pollie’s Greater, Cartersville, Ga.; 81, 
Cleveland, 
Rainbow Shows, Newbern, Tenn. 
Rubin & Cherry, Huntington, W. Va. 
Walter Savidge Am. Co., Pender, Neb.; 
21, Norfolk; 28, Albion. 
George T. Scott, Neodesha, 
Sheesley Greater, Altoona, 
Conemaugh. 
Snapp Bros., Marion, Il. 
Snapp Greater Shows, Benton, Ill.: $1 
West Frankfort. ‘ 
Sam Spencer, Ford City, Pa. 
A. “Vernon, Amarillo, Tex. 
WwW. B. J. Shows, Leipsic, O. 
W. G. Wade Shows, Detroit, Mich. 
Ben Weiss Shows, Wilkes-Rarre, Pa, 
David A. Wise, Madison, Ind. 


RODEO ABROAD 
; Jack Joyce is in New York round- 
ing up a wild west show and rodeo 
which he will take abroad the latter 
part of July. 
The proposed show will carry 160 
performers and 100 head of cattle. 


FRANK CHESSHIE HURT 
Derby, Conn., May 15, 
Frank Chesshie, animal trainer 
with Lapp shows, is in a hospital 
here, recovering from injuries suf- 
fered when attacked by a bear hast 
week, 


In 


Va. 


Pa.; 


Kan. 
Pa.; a1, 


Ringling-Barnum 

Week May 14, Brooklyn, N. ¥.3 
May 21, Jersey City; 22-23, Newark, 
N. J.; 24, Allentown, Pa.; 25, Wil- 
kes-Barre; 26, Williamsport; 28, 
Reading: 29, Harrisburg; 30, Al- 
toona; 31-1, Pittsburgh; 4-5, Cleve- 
land: 6, Buffalo, N. Y.; 7, Rochester; 


Rargest Fair Booking Agency in America 


& Utica; 9, Albany, N. Y. 


JEAN LE BRUN 

Jean Le Brun, 35, said to have 
been a prima donna with La Var's 
“Adroit Revue,” and represented 
theatrically by Harry Walker, ter- 
minated her life by taking gas in 
the bathroom of her small apart- 
ment at 63 West 88th street, Thurs- 
day, May 10. 

Those of the profession who were 
acquainted with her work said she 
possessed a rich contralto voice and 
that during the past winter had 
been appearing in vaudeville and 


cabarets at Miami Beach, Fia., 
where she owned and lived in a 
bungalow. 


Letters which Mrs. Le Brun left 
and newspaper clippings which po- 
lice found strewn about her apart- 
ment indicated that she had taken 
her life, following several days of 
brooding over the death of Leonard 
W. Bonney, the aviator and inventor 
who had plunged to his death at 
Curtiss Field, L. L, the previous 
Friday, when his plane, the Bon- 
ney Gull, proved a failure. 

The singer's prostrate body, clad 
only in a chemise, was fvuund re- 
clining face downward on her bath- 
room floor by Detectives Schnaible 
and Rice, of the West 100th street 
police station, who had been called 
to the address by Mrs. Catherine 
Gunther, the landlady. Mrs. Ganther 
had smelled gas in the building and 
upon investigating, found Mrs. Le 
Brun’s' bathroom door locked. 
Knowing that the singer had been 
more or less despondent for several 
days she sensed that tragedy lurked 
behind the door and immediately 
summoned help. 

Leonard Bonney’s widow denied 


Concession Closed 
On Boundary Dispute 


Chicago, May 15. 

The Rubin & Cherry shows ex- 
perienced a unique tough break 
while playing Hamilton, Ohio. The 
carnival lot was situated between 
the city boundary and the next 
county, With all concessions on the 
city side. 

John Callahoun, chief of police at 
Hamilton, closed the concessions 
because they were in his territory, 
allowing the rest of the carnival to 
remain open, 

Inasmuch as the investigation o1 
boundaries and the resultant deci- 
sion didn’t,occur until two days be- 
fore closing, no attempt was made 
to get the concessions on the county 
side or reopen them. 


New $4,000,000 Park 


Montreal, May 135. 

Stock company may be formed 
here, capitalized at $4,000,000, to 
establish a permanent exhibition in 
Maisonneuve Park in the east end 
of the city. Promoters agree to es- 
tablish a coliseum, an industrial 
building, stadium to hold 25,000, 
swimming pools, etc. 

J. H. Levesque, local financier, is 
behind scheme and has put it up 
to city executive council. The 
amusement park is to cover about 
250 acres. Montreal already has 
one in Dominion Park and there 
hardly seems room for two. 


“101 Ranch” Turnaway 


Cincinnati, May 12. 

Miller Brothers’ 101 Ranch Wild 
West Show jammed ‘em in on the 
opening night of its two-day stand, 
and followed up with turnaway 
business the following night, the 
ticket wagons being closed a half 
hour before starting time of the 
performance. The show’s ffrst turn- 
away of the season was registered 
a week earlier at St. Louis. 

In its publicity tieup with the 
“Times-Star” 9,000 answers were 
received by the daily on a scram- 
bled animal puzzle, a record, ac- 
cording to Clint Finney and Frank 
Braden of the advance. 


FUCHS AFTER RICKARD 

A suit is pending against Tex 
Rickard with Richard Fuchs, secre- 
tary to John Ringling as the com- 
Plainant. Through Fuchs, arrange- 
ments for the Tunney-Dempsey fight 
at Philadelphia were arranged, and 
Fuchs alleges he was to have re- 
ceived a percentage, 

Rickard refused to recognize the 
agreement, but he is sald to have 
Offered $10,000 im settlement, which 


Fuchs refused. 


that Mrs. Le Brun could have been 
her late husband's “sweetheart” and 
declared that the singer had “sim- 
ply been a victim of hero worship.” 
Officials at Curtiss Field said that 
Mrs. Le Brun had on several occa- 
sions appeared at the flying field 
with Bonney and that just a few 
minutes before his fatal plunge she 
had landed on the field with him 
after a two-hour flight in another 
plane. 

Mrs. Le Brun was a native of 
Tennessee and at Nashville leaves 
a brother, Dr. John Tigert, U. S. 
Commissioner of Education, and a 
daughter, Mae Cooper, 10. Mrs. Le 
Brun was a divorcee and the daugh- 
ter mentioned is believed to be her 
child by her first marriage to a 
Colorado mine owner, whom she di- 


in London, coming over here when 
very young. 


Arthur’s right name was Paul 


McDonough. The family settleq in 
Albany, where young Paul lived until 
he was about 20. 

His first stage engagement was as 
a chorus boy with the Strakosch « 
Hess Grand Opera Company. He 
eventually played leads for Lotta 
Crabtree, Lily Langtry, and other 
stars. In later years he spent some 
time on the British stage. 

Arthur was considered one of the 
first members of the Lambs’ Club, 


MRS. CLARA WILLIAMS BARKER 

Mrs. Clara Williams Barker, wife 
of Reginald Barker, picture director 
with Tiffany-Stahl, died at her home 
in Los Angeles, May 8, after 2 pro- 


| Marcus Loew 


vorced some years agoé. She was 
the granddaughter of a former 
bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Tennessee, who was also 
the founder of Vanderbilt College 
in that State. 

Mrs. Le Brun left four notes on 
a dressing table. In one, to her 
brother, she declared that “death is 
inevitable; I cannot .ive longer now 
that my sweetheart is dead. He 
was killed in an aviation accident 
Friday.” The other notes were ad- 
dressed to her daughter, Mrs. 
Gunther, and a “Lila,” whose iden- 
tity the police could not establish. 
In her note to Mrs. Gunther she 
complained that “the’ damned pistol 
won't work.” Nearby was a .25 
calibre pistol, fully loaded and with 
the safety tatch on, Strewn about 
the floor were cartridges, indicating 
that she had frantically tried to 
shoot herself before, resorting to 
bgas. 


SIMON CHARNINSKY 


Simon Charninsky, 45, died at St. 
Paul's Sanitarium, Dallas, Tex., 
May 8, as a result of a sudden heart 
attack. For the past eight years he 
had been one of the leading figures 
in the show business of the South- 
west. 

Charninsky was born in East St. 
Louis in 1882. He came to Dallas 
only a few years ago and went into 
the dance school business, from 
which he gradually changed to the 
picture house game, becoming part 
owner of the Old Garden theatre, 
now, the Pantages. He finally as- 


LOVING MEMORY 


“COO” DU FOR 


May 3, 1919 
He end his cheery smile have gone 
But never far from our hearts. 


Babs, Harry, Denis Du For. 


sumed control of the Capitol. Ray 
Stinnett had been his partner. 

His family had practically all 
gone into show business and sur- 
viving him, besides his mother, who 
lives in Dallas, are Eph, Louis, Hy- 
man (Don Charno), Isadore, Mose 
and three sisters. 

Charninsky was once a musician 
himself, having began his career in 
Dallas as drummer for the munic- 
ipal band. Recently he and 
Stinnett flashed into national pub- 
licity through their judgment of 
$337,500 award won from Para- 
mount-Famous- Players. 

Burial in Dallas, May 11. 


ARTHUR L. YOUNG 


Arthur L. Young, 68, musician 
and vaudevillian, died May 13 of 
heart disease at his home near 
Oneonta, N. Y. For the past 50 
years he had been identified with 
different branches of the show busi- 
ness, 

Young, with his wife, was credited 
with being one of the first sketch 
teams to play vaude in the east. 
In later years Mr. and Mrs. Young 
and their son, Vyrle, produced a 
transformation act entitled “Early 
Days East and West” and then later 
appeared in a straight three-mu- 
sical act. 


PAUL ARTHUR 
Cable May 13 announced the 
death in London of Paul Arthur, ac- 
tor, who died there May 12. New 


York papers stated that Arthur was 
born in America, but he was born 


tracted illness. She underwent an 
operation several months ago and 
has been losing strength ever since. 

Mrs. Barker for many years was 
well known on the screen under the 
name of Clara Williams and was 
featured in a number of Triangle 
pictures directed by the late Thomas 
H. Ince. She starred in ‘Carmen 
of the Klondikes.” 

Beside her husband a mother sur- 
vives. 


LEO CAREY 


Leo Carey, 46, in charge of the 
mechanical department of the P. J. 
Carey Litho Co., was killed in an 


In Memory of My Beloved Wife 


ELEANOR 


Who departed from life April 27, 1928 
Barney Williams 


elevator accident in New York last 
week. 

He was a son of Peter J. Carey, 
founder of the lithographing com- 
pany bearing the family name, and 


was known to many in the theatri- | 


cal game. Funeral was held in 
Montclair, N. J., with interment 
there. 


ELEANOR WILLIAMS 

Mrs. Eleanor Williams (Eleanor 
Dockstader), 26, died of tubercu- 
losis April 27 in Phoenix, Ariz. She 
was the wife of Barney Williams 
(vaudeville) and at one time worked 
with her husband. Prior to her 
marriage Mrs. Williams was a spe- 
cialty dancer in New York shows. 
Her husband survices. 


DAL HOCK 
Dal Hock, 51, exhibition bag 
puncher known in vaudeville as Dal 
Jeffries, died of a paralytic stroke 
in the Angelus Hospital, Los 
Angeles, May 7. 
He left no family. 
cremated. 


Body will be 


FRED HILTON 
Fred Hilton, 654, in private life 
Christian F. Zinsmeister, died April 
16 in Toledo of myocarditis. In 
later years he had been managing 
the Orpheum theatre, Mansfield, O. 


He is survived by his widow who , 


was professionally known as Lottie 

West Symonds. Hilton retired from 

the profession 15 years ago. 
Interment in Elks Plot, Toledo. 


MARGARET MAY LESTER 

Margaret May Lester, 50, actress, 
died May 10 of pneumonia at the 
home of her sister in Pittsburgh. 
Miss Lester in private life was the 
wife of Prof. H. Armand. 

In early days Miss Lester had 
been associated with numerous 
traveling companies. 

Interment in Pittsburgh May 14 


Arthur B. Howard, 71 former 
actor and stage manager, died re 
cently in Ware, Mass. In his early 
days he was associated with many 
of the old traveling stage stars. In 
later life he engaged in commercial 
business, 


Edward M. Reeves, manager, Star 
theatre, North Brookfield, MaSS+ 
died recently in Worcester. 


The mother, 63, of Harry Marke 
ham, agent, died May 12 in Chicago 
of heart disease. Burial in 


Rapids, Ia., today (Wednesd4y?. 
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will be held subject to cail, 
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American houses. Front of the house is be-jand the right kind of plugging to, Publix “Tick Tock” unit. | quests received from Eureka pictu 

West Madison street has com- ing kept in good condition and de- | go over as a hundred-percenter. His }fans for certain 

‘da hard day’s work. He goes| ‘ils are receiving attention. ventriloquist stuff is good enough,! Billy Weinberg, United Booking! deaf ear has been turned by the ex- 

plete bin Establishing a youthful and fam- but the real kick is handed out by} offices, has booked his revusical! hibiter. No bins han 


room, 
a> folk and puts on a clean blue 
shirt. Down in the Ritz lunchroom 
he guzzles a scullion of stew and 
earesses his jowls with a slab of 
cherry pie. Out on the street again, 
to stand stolidly staring into space 
and pick at remnants of dinner with 
a match. Where to—the poolroom 
or the American? Pool is 2%#c. a 
cue, and the American is 35 cents. 
Still, you walk a mile to play a 
game. American it is. 
Not much of a crowd inside, but 
it's only seven o'clock. The rest'll 
blow in after supper. They’re the 


family crowd. Well, well—Perez and 


Marguerite. Must be Spanish danc- 
Nope, the guy’s a juggler and 
the gal hands things to him. That 
there’s pretty good, that cane, hat 
and cigar stuff. Oop!—he missed. 
But look at that there contraption 
he’s throwing billiard balls into. 

Edna Deal—who's’ she? She 
comes walking through a little pair 
of saloen doors and starts to sing. 
Ow! a voice. “Mighty Lak a 
Rose.” Now what? The little gal 
undressing behind those little doors 
—just showing enough to make you 


anxious. More singing. More un- 
dressing. Wonder how it is to be a 
stagehand. 


Bert Kay Co. One of them little 
plays. A guy is just married and 
one of his old friends comes in and 
says he’s 2 sucker. Women only 
marry for money, he says. They bet 
50 bucks the wife'll show she mar- 
ried for love in a test. The hubby 
writes a fake telegram from his 
broker about having lost everything. 
and hands it to the wife. At first 
she gets sore, then she says: “Don't 
worry. We still have love.” Nuts. 
Where’s my old lady. She blew 

er I spent my wad on a hotel 
honeymoon in Milwaukee. Pretty 
good actors, though, but I seen bet- 
ter.\ Monte and Lyons. That’s an 
old one. Wop guys, reading a let- 
ter from Italy and then singing and 
playing a guitar. Good act. Won- 
der how come they’re in this dump. 

Here’s the last one, Springtime 
Revue. Two guys and two girls 
Playing school kids, and an old Ger- 
man school teacher asking them 
questions. Ain’t seen a school act in 
years. Still the same old jokes. 
They oughta be liked by the old- 
timers. “Stand and Deliver” (Pathe) 
feature picture. Dunno. Maybe a 
good game of pool would do me good. 

Loop. 


Belmont 


“Under the Black Eagle” (M-G), 
featuring Flash, the dog, proved al- 
most ruinous at the Belmont. De- 
cidedly pro-German, the film shows 
the Teutons in a triumphant role. 
In one spot where troops are march- 
ing, the Belmont’s German patron- 
age came through with applause. 
Somebody down near front in the 
house booed and called back “You're 
supposed to be Americans!” A near 
riot almost ensued. And the Ger- 
man fliers arrived in town 

House management here, hereto- 
fore’ lax, has been noticeably im- 
proved. Snappy ushers and attend- 
ants remind of the loop picture 
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A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mgrs. 
GEO. M. COHAN Offers 


Grant Mitchell 


IN THE LAUGH SENSATION 


The Baby Cyclone 


SELWYN Mats. Thurs. and Sat. 
SCHWAB and MANDEL Bring You 


THE NEW COLLEGIATE 
MUSICAL COMEDY 


“GOOD NEWS” 


with an 
ALL-AMERICAN TEAM OF PLAYERS 
FORTY FLAPPER FRESHIES 
ABE LYMAN (Himself) & HIS ORCH. 
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A. L. ERLANGER Presents 
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“THE 19TH HOLE” 


By and With 
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PATRICK KEARNEY’S COMEDY 


A MAN’S MAN 


with DWIGHT FRYE ard 
CHARLOTTE WYNTERS 


ily following has given the organist, 
Harry Zimmerman, a rating. Zim- 
merman is capable enough at the 
console and has whipped himself 
into a more. serious personality. 
They fought the orchestra with ap- 
plause to bring him back. 

Opening the vaude were the 
Three Blanks, evidently a family 
trio. One of the neatest flash jug- 
gling acts on the time. Hayes and 
Tate, bashful man and hard-boiled 
mamma. Only redeeming feature is 
clean appearance, lack of smut and 
some effective “goof” faciology by 
the man. Might do better with 
more powerful material. ; 

Working in front of a drop illus- 
trative of a California mission, was 
the Owens and Kelly dance revue. 
Okay for intermediate dates. Dance 
macabre, rather well done, was the 
feature. An attractive girl, refresh- 
ingly clean and young, did some 


his various imitations. 
comprise what is known as “The 
Gossip Club.” Some of the “emmes 
are not so girlish, and they are not 
supposed be. Dressed in the 
gowns of the early eighties, they 
hold a meeting of their “social club” 
for song rehearsa]. They manage 
for fair comedy and songs. One 
girl turns out to be a contortianal 
dancer, and a laughable one. 


And there is Fid Gordon, the 
funny fiddler, who comes out with 
an instrument of the stringed spe- 
cies that hasn’t any conscience. Fid 
is reasonably funny and is improv- 
ing. Hans Steinke (New Acts), 
world’s champion wrestler, offers an 
interesting exhibit of muscular pro- 
ficiency. He carries a company of 
three, 

Howard and@ Linn are a sister 
team. The bigger girl goes in for 


Five girls 
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WASHINGTON 


nice dance work aided by brown 
eyes that are talking orbs. One 
woman, rather mature, sang inter- 
ludes and introduced some unnec- 
essary stepping. The man, a vet- 
eran, worked with the two girls 
in several specialty numbers. 
Closing was Henry Regal Co., pre- 
senting Wagner’s Side Show and 
Menagerie of Freaks. House had 
the usual clown out in front for 
bally purposes. Two men, in tux 
and Windsor ties, clowned with the 
freaks and went through comedy 
acro opening. 

It all contrived to give the kid- 
dies a big time and the adults plenty 
of laughs. Business just fair. 

Loop. 


PALACE 


Only half a house Sunday, despite 
a lineup containing Charlotte Green- 
wood, Ethel Waters and Co., the 
Foy Family, Miss Juliet and Mason 
and Keeler. Spring weather did it; 
and what will happen when real 
summer comes around is sad to con- 
template. 

Ethel Waters (New Acts) is tak- 
ing a flier in vaudeville, carrying 
almost her entire “Africana” cast 
and presenting song and dance ex- 
cerpts from that show. The com- 
pany includes a 10-piece colored pit 
orchestra, which replaced the regu- 
lar Palace musicians during the act. 
It makes a unique offering for 
vaudeville, one of the most preten- 
tious ever seen here, but its “nut” 
may make it prohibitive for most 
houses. 

Charlotte Greenwood headlined, 
featuring her “Morning Bath” skit 
for a solid laugh. 

Rather poor spotting placed the 
bill’s two femme singers consecu- 
tively. Miss Juliet, mimic, was on 
just before Miss Greenwood, with 
both starting their routines about 
the same. The Juliet girl dishes out 
impressions of stage celebs, some 
far-fetched, but liked by the audi- 
ence. 

The Foy Family, on fourth, were 
forced to beg off after working a 
hard layout of singing, dancing and 
comedy. Mason and Keeler, play- 
ing a ridiculous but entertaining 
sketch about a couple who have so 
much money it’s driving them crazy, 
got better than moderate applause. 
Carlton and Ballew, mixed song 


team, didn’t catch on in the deuce | 


spot. Their main trouble was ex- 
perienced in drawing laughs with 


special dialog material. 

Opening act, Serlany Four, is a 
class combination of posing and 
muscular stuff. The Thrillers, clos- 
ing, are a fast duo of roller skating 
gents. Loop. 


Majestic 
Valentine and Bell opened the 
show with a bike act, good for the 
intermediate time, The man does 
some neat work on unicycls and 
spcially constructed devices that are 
rather novel. The girl, attractive, 
works solo and does some stunts 
with the man. 
Berta, ventriloquist and imitator, 
is almost a sensation, All this chap 
needs is some study of presentation 


droll and boisterous humor, vary- 
ing. The slight half of the whole 
is a dainty young thing, rather 
piquant and attractive. Nice voice, 
fair humor and entertainment value. 
Joe and Willie Hale, comedians, 
use the gag and song route, closing 
the bill and send ’em away laugh- 
ing. Aesop’s Fables, Pathe news 
reel and the feature picture, “Fools 
for Luck” (M-G-M) comprise the 
screen menu. Business fair, with 
fair weather. Loop. 


Columbia Pictures held a two-day 
regional convention at Chicago, with 
representatives from Illinois, Michi- 
gan, Iowa, Nebraska and Indiana 
attending. Among the men from the 
New York office were Jack Cohen, 
treasurer; C. MeGowan, general 
manager, and Cecil Maberry, gen- 
eral sales manager. 


Awnings on the windows of the 
local M-G-M exchange were ignited 
one night last week by a cigarette. 
Damage was slight. 


Earl Silverman, Chicago branch 
manager for Warner Brothers, has 
returned from a two-week honey- 
moon at Bermuda. He married Ethel 
Cooper, daughter of the well-known 
Chicago cafeteria millionaire, Sam 
Cooper. 


Osear Florine, formerly short sub- 
jects manager for M-G-M at Chi- 
cago, has joined Educational Chi 
sales force. 


Carl Laemmle spent a day at the 
Chicago office of Universal. 


Lincoln Tavern at Morton Grove. 
opening for 15th season May 12. Al 
Handler’s orchestra engaged. 


Film will hold its regional 
convention at the Stevens Hotel 
June land 2. Twelve Fox branches 
of the midwest will participate. 

A death donation of $999 was 
made to Mrs. Louise Steindel, widow 
of Ferdinand Steindel, musician sui- 


Fox 


Musicians. 


Milton Weil, president, Chicago 


|Comedy club, and brother Oscar 
i Weil, and Al Beilin went to New 
| York for Paul Ash opening at the 
Paramount theatre. 


Will Rossiter, Chicago music pub- 
lisher, has moved from Lake street 
to the Woods theatre building. 
Charles L. Cooke and E. Ruth Baker 
have joined the Rossiter force. 


A. J. Bajaban went to New York 
to attend the Paul Ash opening at 
the Paramount. 


William Morris’ Chicago office has 
booked Roscoe (Fatty) Arbuckle at 
Waterloo and Rock Island. 


Bernice and Emily have heen re- 
placed by the Stanléy Twins in the 


cide, by the Chicago Federation of | 


units in the Milda and Oxden the- 
atres 

Sol Wagner and orchestra, for- | 
merly of the Rainbo Gardens e:nfe, | 
has been booked for the Orienia! 
room, Hotel Davis. 


A radio in the Showmen’'s League 
of America office caught fire be- 
cause of crossed wires Sunday aft- 
ernoon. Small damage. 


Miller & Simansky, affiliated with 
the Lynch circuit of picture houses, 
have purchased the Forest Park 
(900 seats) from Ascher Bros. 


Jack original Chicago 
round table, which used to meet at 
Henriei’s restaurant, may be revived 
if plans now under way by A. L. 
Burks, publicity director of the 
United Artists’ theatre here, do not 
miscarry. Publicists. connected with 
the various theatres, and the critics 
of Chicago papers, will be eligible 
for membership. A meeting for the 
burpose of organization is to be held 
shortly in the Four Cohans room of 
the Sherman hotel. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Variety’s San Francisco Office 
Loew’s Warfield Bldg. 


(Room 615) Prospect 1363 


Joe Sinai, drums, and Joe 
Palange, sax, members of Rube 
Wolf’s stage band at the Warfield, 
have given their notice and will go 
to New York on spec. Sinai is a 
brother-in-law of Paul Ash, and 
was for years with the San Fran- 
cisco Symphony, later joining the 
T. & D. (West Coast) stage band in 
Oakland and being in charge of the 
California, San Jose, stage band. 

Charles McClintock, road agent, 
arrived here for his annual sojourn 
on the coast. He is ahead of Ethel 
Barrymore, who opens at the Cur- 
ran, May 28, for four weeks. Mc- 
Clintock spent last summer on the 
coast, handling publicity for the 
Duncan Sisters in “Topsy and Eva.” 


Diéro, accordionist, sails May 24 
on the Sonoma for Australia, open- 


ing for J. C. Williamson, Ltd. 
Booked by Harry P. Muller. 
“Lilies of the Valley” will fol- 


low “Wings” at the Columbia, May 
21. Show is current in Los An- 


The windjammer James Tuft, 
which has been anchored in San 
Francisco bay for several years, 


sold by George E. Billings and was 
towed to San Pedro harbor to be 
used for picture work. 
committee will grant an 
open hearing to radio representa- 
tives to discuss the proposal that 
sidewalk loud speakers be abated as 
a public nuisance, Market street is 
a bedlam of noise through loud 
speakers projected from doorways 
Out of the cast of “The Married | 
Virgin,” at the Green street for one 
day, Alton Goodrich, who had given 
her notice two weeks prior, Wus 
hurriedly called upon to step back 
into her role when Madeleine Gray, 
who succeeded her, developed tem- 
perament. On the Monday follow- 
ing her Sunday opening, Miss Gray 


Health 


i place she 


been decided upon by U. A. but it 


) is stated that some action wil! take 


rtly, 


When the musicians of a presen- 


| tation «circuit, house on the Paefie 


Coast Were being paid off, following 
being given two weeks’ notice of 
dismissal, a demond was made of 
the management for an extra day's 
compensation, claim being based on 
he fact their week originally ended 
Friday night, whereas now the 
house policy brings weekly shows to 
an end on Thursday nights. Man- 
agement refused to pay the extra 
day claimed, in view of two weeks’ 
notice having been given the men 
on a Thursday, thereby complying 
with union regulations. 

As a result the musicians of an- 
other house of the circuit, similarily 
affiliated, and which recently 
changed its opening day to Thurs- 
day, were likewise given their 
notice, with prospects of the entire 
outfit being rehired with Thurs- 
day as the opening day of their 
week, Purely a technical move, but 
deemed advisable. 


Kole & MacAlister dramatic stock 
opened an indefinite engagement at 
the American, San Jose, replacing 
Jack Russell musical after four 
months’ stay. Policy at the Ameri- 
can with the new attraction is 
somewhat out of the ordinary. There 
is one show nightly, with screen 
feature preceding and also following 
the drammatics, which runs from 2 
to 2% hours. Matinees by the stock 
are given Saturday, Sunday and 
Wednesday. Other week days a 
matinee of pictures only is given. 
Matinee prices are 15c. at 1 p. m.,, 
and a patron can remain from 1 to 
4:30 for that price without seeing 
any repeats, 


Universal Film Exchanges held 
its annual western convention here 
at the St. Francis, Lou B. Metzger, 
general sales manager, presiding. 
Aside from the various exchange 
managers from the coast territory, 
there were present Mort Van Praag, 
western sales director; Ted Schlan- 
ger, eastern sales director; Ben Y. 
Carmack, short product sales di- 
rector: R. V. “Diamond Dick” An- 
derson, sales manager of Interna- 
tional News; Morris’ Safier, in 
charge of road shows, and Dave 
Bader, manager of accessories sales. 


Bill McStay, veteran press agent 
Dollar Steamship Company, has re- 
covered from a month's illness. 


general manager, Golden State the- 
atre circuit, also an executive with 
the T. & D. Jr. circuit, and Mrs. 
MeNeill, sailed on the California for 
New York, making the trip via the 
Panama canal, 


Technical staff of the M-G-M Co., 


aboard the Tahiti. 
in charge. 


Art Smith was 


actor, is 
Wil- 
“The 
(rate 


Harry Shutan, picture 
playing the male role opposite 
liam Desmond in the 
Right Man,” at the 
(Orpheum). 


sketch 


Golden 


Cast of “The Lady Next Door” 
(Henry Duffy) at his Aleazar, May 
includes Dale Winter (Mrs. 
Duffy). Irving Mitchell, Thomas 
Chatterton, Joseph De Stefani, Jane 


is said to have flown into a rake 
over something and going to the 
front of the house’ deliberatels 


smashed the glass covering the cast 


photos, torn her pictures from the | 
rack and then went into Manager | 
Biebel’s office and socked him one 
on the nose. Miss Goodrich con- 
tinued in the role throughout the 
week, the play then being slated for 


withdrawal. 

Nat Holt pulled a good publicity 
racket when he staged a real wed- 
ding on the Wigwam stage, with 
Judge Sylvain Lazarus officiating. | 


For more than a year United Ar- | 
tists have virtually been barred on: 
of Eureka, in the northern part of | 
California, through inability to] 
come to terms with George Mann, | 
who virtually controls the 
theatrically. Now U. A. 
ering playing the town, éven if they 
have to resort to a tent, to get aj; 
showing, Despite numerous re- | 


Morgan, Dorothy Lamar, flenry 
Caubisens and Caroline Ebner. 

Henry Duffy is sending Marion 
Lord to his President, Seattle, for a 
two weeks’ engagement as guest 
star, following Leo Carillo. She 
opens May 27 in “The Shannons of 
Broadway.” 

Morgan Walsh, branch exchange 
manager for Warner [Pros., returned 
from New York, making the trip by 
airplane both ways. 


Swimming Pool—Gymn 
Rates Weekly 


The 


1244 N. DEARBORN, CHICAGO. SUPERIOR 4980 


We pay your transportation by taxi from any station in the city 


asium—Rehearsal Hall 


‘ Single—$9.00 to $15.00 
Dowble—$10.50 to $21.00 


R. A. McNeill, vice-president and 


who have been filming “Under 
Southern Skies” hear. Papette, 
South Sea Islands, returned here~ 
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Tiffany-Stahl standard and not of- 
fering cause to forget the stage pro- 


Latter cpened by Siems, polished 
eard and coin manipulator, but un- 
fortunately lacking ir salesmanship 
His few verbal attempts arrive in 
only, and then ne 
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DETROIT ceedings. 
Variety’s Detroit Office 
Tuller Hotel 
announcements 
Cass (Shubert-Stair) — “Desert 


Song” (1st week). 


Garrick (Shubert-Stair) — “The 
Scarlet Woman.” 
Shubert Detroit (Nederlander- 


Shubert)—‘“Artists and Models.” 

Bonstelle Playhouse—'What Anne 
Brought Home” (stock). 

Majestic — “Family Upstairs” 
(Woodward Players). 

Adams (Kunsky)—‘“Old Ironsides” 
(2d week). 

Capitol (Kunsky)—“Good Morning, 
Judge” (“Song Shoppe,” unit). 

Fox Washington (Fox) — “Mother 
Machree"’-Movietone (6th week). 

Madison (Kunsky)—“The Enemy” 
(ist week). 

Michigan (Kunsky-Publix)—“Sky- 
scrapers” (“Hey, Hey,” unit). 

State (Kunsky)—“The Little 
Snob,” band pres. 

United Artists (U. A.)—‘“Ramona” 
(1st week). 

Oriental (Miles)—“Tragedy 
Youth,” Pan vaude. 

Cadillac—“Bright Eyes” (Mutual). 

Stock burlesque downtown at 
Palace, Loop, National and Avenue 
theatres. 


of 


Oriental 

“The only vaude theatre in De- 
troit (downtown).” 

That phrase headlines the Oriental 
theatre’s advertising this week, since 
the closing Saturday of Detroit’s 
former big-time vaude place, Keith’s 
Temple. 

The only downtown vaude house 
fn the fourth largest city in the 

What that exclusive status could 
have meant in the old days! 

Get a load of what it means to- 
day: On a cool Sunday afternoon, 
when the last of the week-end busi- 
ness should be showing Jtself, the 
only vaude house in downtown De- 
troit was scarcely half filled down- 
stairs, with that half occupied by 
the most hard-boiled audience in 
town. Either tough or just dumb, 
that Sunday mob, but not without a 
chance to exploit both personalities 
with the Pan bill at the Oriental 
this week. 

In its singular position and with a 
better than average show, Charlie 
H. Miles’ emporium might have had 
a chance to kick itself over the line. 
It simply didn’t come thrccgh. Pic- 
ture. “Tragedy of Youth,” under the 


cannot be Feard more than half-way 
back. It is this failing that has 
prebably withheld Siems from the 
Lig stuff, and obviously it will con- 
t:nue to. 4 velvety tongue is half 
the battle won for a mystifier, but 
re can almost palm a piano. 

Bill sags when reaching number 
two with Jack and Jerry Waller, an 
exceptionally frail mixed two-act 
Robert Reilly held mid-spot with 
his company, and managed to gaia 
the first rise. He is still going along 
with his Irish folk stuff, having elab- 
orated rather than changed his we'l- 
worn turn of the past. Four girls 
who sing and dance in group forma- 
tion have been added, with the origi- 
nal three members remaining. 

Exposition Jubilee Four, depené- 
able colored quartet that has just 
about become standart':ed 4 
year, were next to last, and for once 
a Pan bill at the Oriental isn’t 
closed by an office flash. The Bruno 
Wiese Co. (3), perch turn, succeeds 
the productional windup idea thut 
until this week has seemed inevi- 
tably present. The Wiese trio hola 
them in, perhaps knocking ‘em tem- 
porarily dead through the surprise. 


This is Fred Stritt’s final week as 
m.c. at the State. Roy Hedley, now 
at Luigi’s, follows. 

With the Shubert-Stair lease on 
the old Garrick to expire Sept. 1, the 
Cunningham (drug company) inter- 
ests, owners of the property, are 
scouting for a new tenant. None has 
been located as yet. Several have 
been offered the lease at $47,500 
yearly. This is an increase of $7,500 
over the rental now reported paid by 
the present occupants, 


Robert Brown was arrested sus- 
pected as a counterfeiter when at- 
tempting to pass a phoney double- 
sawbuck on Catherine Porter, Madi- 
son box office employee. 


With “Wings” having completed 
six weeks at the New Detroit Sat- 
urday, the Whitney, legit stand, 
closed this week and will probably 
remain dark for summer. 


An injunction granted to the Belle 


Isle Coliseum Co. by Judge Richter 
postpones temporarily the razing of 
The Pier ballroom. The Pier is 


among the concessions in Granada 
Park, condemned by the city. The 
Coliseum company has_ received 
$280,000 from the city under the con- 
demnation, but not the $120,000 
awarded for loss of business, Rental 
of The Pier property wags $65,000 
per annum. 


Alex S. Kempner, head of the Fox 
real estate department, and his as- 
sistant, Clarence Lowe, were in town 
last week to check on the progress 
of. construction work on the new 
Fox 5,000-seater. 


There are 108,821 now employed in 
the three Ford plants in this vicini- 
ty—about 1,000 under the Ford 
record. 


Windsor police are searching for 
Richard Dickette, 32, former British 
aviator, who disappeared after col- 
lecting $3,000 for < proposed pioneer 
air flight. Dickette is said to be a 
member of the Friars. 


Art Rowland, the agent and book- 
er, has entered the theatre end by 
leasing the White Star, 500 seats, 


Hamtramck, from H. S. Koppin, for }- 


pictures with vaude. 


The Ringling show will be here 
July 9-10. 


Merritt Jones, treasurer at the 
Lafayette, to be transferred to the 
Garrick. 


State theatre, Youngstown, now 
booked by Charlie Mack (Detroit), 
drops vaude next week for a sum- 
mer straight pictures policy. 


The Retail Merchants’ Association 
and the Knights Templar Conclave 
will sponsor free opera on the State 
Fair Grounds week July 16. 


The long impending transfer of 
the Lincoln Square theatre has been 
settled with Ben and Lou Cohen, 
owners of the Hollywood and other 
Detroit houses, finally procuring 
Kunsky’s lease on the _ theatre. 
Terms in the sub-leasing have not 
been revealed, though Kunsky had 
been paying approximately $30,000 
rental yearly. 

The Lincoln Square is a neigh- 
borhood straight film house with 
about 2,000 seats. While a loser for 
Kunsky, and no more. valuable 
financially to the Cohen boys, itisa 
vital piece of property as a film 
source for the Hollywood. 

The two, in close proximity, are 
the key houses in Zone F under the 
Detroit zoning plan. The key classi- 


fication gives them first run prece- 
dence over all other theatres in 
their respective districts. Under 
Kunsky ownership the Lincoln has 
had title to the cream Of major re- 
leases, while the Hollywood was 
forced to accentuate its stage in fol- 
lowing with lighter pictures, 

The improved film end will also 
enable the Hollywood to become a 
full week stand for both films and 
acts by August or September. It 
now employs a stage band with tal- 
ent booked through Chicago, 

Kunsky has operated the Lincoln 
for the past two years, moving in 
originally on a _ seven-year lease. 
The Cohens have slightly less than 
five years to go on the present lease. 


Lester Briggs, promin:nt' cafe 
man, arrested recently on a prohibi- 
tion violation charge, was fined $500 
by Federal Judge Moinet after 
pleading guilty. Briggs owns Oriole 
Terrace, nite club, and the down- 
town cafe bearing his name. 


KANSAS CITY 


By WILL R. HUGHES 
Shubert—“The Spider.” 
Mainstreet— Vaude-films. 
Pantages—Vaude-films. 

Loew’s Midland—‘Red Hair.” 
Newman—Films. 
Liberty—Films. 

Globe—Loie Bridge stock-films. 


Ted Weems and band are back at 
the Muéhlebach for their third en- 
gagement. 


After a change of management the 
Capitol, better known as the Gar- 
den, the Uptown or the Wonder, 
opened again Sunday with the Man- 
hattan Musical Comedy stock, star- 
ring Emmett Lynn. With the bill 
uae the picture “Pirates of the 


The Isis, closed since last January 
when it was damaged by fire, opens 
May 18 under Universal direction 
with Mickey Gross as manager. 


A 20-foot strip of land, occupied 
by the Pantages theatre entrance 
and lobby, was sold this week for 
$95,000 to Klines, Inc. The ground 
is under lease to the theatre corpo- 
ration for 86 years at a net rental 
of $5,000 a year. 


Will Rogers appears at the Shu- 
bert June 11 under the aupices of 
the Drama League. As the date is 
the eve of the Republican national 
convention here, Will has reserved 
two boxes for national figures in 
politics, who will help with the fun. 


SALT LAKE 


By GLENN PERRINS 
Don V. Tibbs and orchestra, for. 
merly at the Paramount (Fanchon 
& Marco), Ogden, are featureg at 
the Saltair resort here. 


Arthur Lift was injured in a fay 
down a flight of stairs during a 
performance last week of “The 
Noose” at the Wilkes theatre, 


The University of Utah Players 
(amateur) had an exciting experj. 
ence when en route from Salt Lake 
to Denver to stage the comedy “Ap. 
plesauce.” Their motor bus caught 
fire, Nobody was hurt and the 
boys turned firefighters, helping to 
save the bus from becoming a com- 
plete wreck. 


Verdi Breinholt’s Columbians are 
featured at the Old Mill club, which 
has just opened. 


The Salt Lake theatre may be 
rebuilt. The site proposed is owned 
by the Mormon Church on North 
State street. 
a new telephone company building, 
The Daughters of the Utah Pioneers 
are behind the new theatre project. 


Guy Usher and Leonard Strong 
a the Wilkes theatre stock last 
week. 


Thomas M. Wheeler, manager of 
the Salt Lake, Garfield an@ Western 
Railway, has been also made mane 
ager of Saltair, Utah’s pleasure ree 
sort on the shores of Great Salt 
Lake, for the coming season. 

Wheeler succeeds Stringham 4A, 
Stevens as resort manager. Stevens 
resigned some time ago to accept 
an “executive position with a large 
trust company here. 


A. L. Glasmann, of Ogden, who 
recently bought, sold and leased 
the Orpheum, has obtained an op- 
tion to purchase the American the- 
atre in Salt Lake and the Egyptian 
theatre in Boise from the F. C. 
Dahnken interests, About one-half 
million dollars is represented in the 
deal. Mr. Glasmann has 30 days 
in which to decide whether to take 
both or either of the theatres. / 

Jos Goss, manager of the Or- 
pheum, Ogden, was given a farewell 
dinner by A. L. Glasmann, who re- 
cently leased the old Grand Opera 
House. Goss is retiring from show 
business in Utah after managing the 
house for 19 years. 


The old site goes for 


ACCESSORIES 


The LITTLEJOHNS Rhinestones 


Anything in Rhinestones 


Also PERFECT Machine for Setting 
254 West 46th St. Chickering 7725 


BEAUTY CULTURE 
REDUCE SCIENTIFICALLY 


£O0K young, FEEL young, BE young 
Results Assured—Rates Reasonable 


SALLY WOLFE INSTITUTE 
585 West End Ave., New York 
Schuyler 8801 Cor. 88th St. 


_ CLEANERS 


FABRICS 
DAZIAN’S. INC. 


THEATRICAL GOODS 
Bryant 1062-3937-6177 
142-144 West Forty-Fourth Street 


MAHARAM TEXTILE CO., Inc. 


Unusual Fabrics for Scenery 
Costumes and Draperies from Our Own 
Mills 


Bryant 2511 
107 W. 48th St. Opp. Friars’ Club 


MENDELSOHN’S TEXTILE CORP. 
SCENERY AND COSTUME FABRICS 
Silks—Tinsel Cloth—Plushes 
156 W. 45th St, Bry. 7372-5234 


MISCH 


Theatrical! Cleaner and Dyer 
Work Done Overnight 
Goods Cailed for and Delivered 
225 W. 47th St Lackawanna 3892 


COSTUMES 
EAVES COSTUME Co. 


Costumes of Every Description 


For Every Occasion 
151-153 West 46th Street—Kaves Bldg. 


DRAPERIES 
NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 


Draperies, Scenery, Stage Settings 
340 West 4Ist St. Lack. 9233 


_ TRIMMINGS 
Consolidated Trimming Co., Inc. 


Manufacturers and Designers 


Upholstery & Drapery Trimmings 
27-33 West 23d St. 


FLORISTS 


Say flowery 


The Appropriate Gift 
A. WARDENDORFF, INC. 


Hotel Astor Lack. 6568 
FURS 
BLUMENFIELD’S 


Fur Coats cleaned, glazed and relined, $20 
Storage and Remodeling 
Catering to the Profession 
204 State-Lake Bidg., Chicago 
Phone Dearborn 1253 


GOWNS RENTE 


GOWNS and WRAPS of EVERY DESCRIPTION 
Rented For All Occasions 
Widest Selection, Exclusive Designs and 
VERY MODERATE RATES — You Will Find 
It Interesting and Economica! to Call at 


LOANS 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


On Diamonds, Jewelry, Furs, Clothing, 
Musical Instruments 
and All Kinds of Personal 


PAUL KASKEL & SONS 


9 Columbus Av., bet. 59th and 60th Ste. 
Columbus 1442, 1443, 1481 


PROPERTIES 
Theatrical Properties Studio 


Property Boxes Travelers Mechanical Props 
Dancing Mats 

Furnished Complete—We Alse Rent 

Penn. 7377 


Productions 
502 West 44th Street 


LIGHTS 


Display Stage 
Lighting Co. 

= “A LIGHT FOR 
EVERY PURPOSE” 


834-8340 W. 44th Bt. 
= 
DUWICO 
“EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 


FOR THE THEATRE” 
315-317 Ww. 47th Street Penn. 2459-1590 


STAGE HARDWARE 


J. R. CLANCY, Inc. 
STAGE HARDWARE 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


STACE RIGGING 
PETER CLARK, INC. 


534 West 30th Street 
STAGE EQUIPMENT 


DESIGNERS 
JOHN WENGER 


Art Director and Designer of N. Y. 
Productions and 
MOTION PICTURE PRESENTATIONS 


939 8th Ave. Columbus 4569 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE IN 
VARIETY 
DON’T ADVERTISE 


Buys Diamonds, Old Gold, Silver, Plati- 
num, Pawn Tickets and Gold Bridge Work 


We also Sell Antique and Modern Jewelry 
All Kinds of Repairing Done 


298 Sth Ave., Cor 31st St., 146 W. 23d St. 


1543-4 BRYANT 


E. HEMMENDINGER, INC. 
JEWELERS 
33 West 46th Street 


JEWELRY RESTAURANTS 
A. S. BORG 49th St. 


Dining, Dancing—No Cover Charge 


KATINKA 


Famous Russian Restaurant 


| 


Luncheon 65c, Dinner $1.25 
Russian and Gypsy Music and 


Dancers 
10) W. 49th St. Circle 0339 


SIMPLEX and POWER’S 
PROJECTORS 


INTERNATIONAL PROJECTOR CORP. 


Carrier Engineering Corporation 
Manufactured Weather 
Air Conditioning Refrigeration 
Automatically Controlled 
39 Cortlandt St. Rector $941 


516 West 34th St. 
H 


NEW YORK 


EYWOOD-WAKEFIELD 
THEATRE SEATING 


New York, Chicago. Boston 
and Other Principal Cities 


Vaudeville 
Productions 
1595 Bway Pictures 


Allegro Music Printing Co., Inc. 
Specialists im Every Branch 
of Music Printing 
315-317 W. 47th St. Longacre 6461 


RAYNER, DALHEIM & CO. 


Music Engraving and Printing 
In All Its Branches 
2054-2060 W. Lake St., Chicago, Ml. 


MANUSCRIPTS 
SAMUEL FRENCH 


Incorporated 1898 
Oldest Play-Publishers tn the World 
T. R. Edwards, Managing Director 
25 West 45th St. NEW YORK. N. Y. 


SCENERY 
YELLENTI 


Stage Settings Designed and Executed 
From the Script to the Curtain 
NEW ADDRESS 
848 West 40th St. PENN 17826 
——FOR RENT— 

Scenery, Stage Settings, Decoration 


PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 


FRANK DWYER. Inc. 


BUILDERS OF SCENERY 


SCHOOLS 
De REVUELT Dance Studios 


Professionals taught for Hotels and Clubs 
Acrobatic, Adagio, Limbering. Stretching. Tango, 
Waltz, French Apache, Spanish Castanetoe 
Routines and Bookings 
11 West 86th St. Schoyler 9631 


STAGE DANCING 


Acrobatic, Soft Shoe. Small Classes, $1. 
Guaranteed routines, $26 up. Original 
material furnished for acts (Patter, 


Dances, Songs). 
Acts coached, managed and placed. 
WILLIAM BROOKS 
923 8th Avenue At 55th Street 
John Murray Anderson- Robt. Milton 
School of the Theatre and Dance 
A Professiona! Schoo! for Professionals 
Diction, Acting, Dancing of All Types 
Routines Arranged Acts Staged 
128-130 East 58th St. Plaza 4524-4525 


JACK BLUE 


Supreme Authority on all Character 
Song and Dance Impersonations 
Routines Arranged—Professionals Preferred 
All kinds of Tap and Fancy Dancing 
231 West 5ist Street. Columbus 5918 


JACK MANNING STUDIOS 


SPECIALIST IN TEACHING 
TAP DANCING 


110 West 47th Street Bryant 4450 


FOOTWEAR 


Spring Styles Now on Dispias 
Toe and Ballet Slippers of Every Description 


838 7th Avenue, at 54th Street. Phone Circle 9878 


SHORT VAMP SHOES 


All Sizes and Widths 
Hippodrome Theatre Bldg. 
760 6th Ave., at 43d St. 


MURENA BROS., Inc. 


SUPPLIES 
J. J. WYLE & BROS., INC. 


A full line of Gold and Siiver Brocade® 


Metal Cloths, Gold and Silver ‘Trime 
mings, Rhinestones, Spangles fights 
Opera Hose. etc., for stage costumem® 


18-20 East 27th St.. New York City 
THEATRICAL TRUNKS 
TAYLOR’S Theatrical TRUNKS 


The standard trunk of the professio® 
Fall line of leather goods 


TAYLOR'S 


542 West 55th St. Columbus 2050 


115 Weat 45th St 
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Two Entire Floors in the 
. Forty-six Story Tower of the 


ORRISON 
CHICAGO 


‘3 The Most Central Location in Town 
a Atop the Tallest Hotel in the World 


t. | C LOSE to the top of the gigantic Morrison Tower, and surrounded by the 


purest air ever breathed, the 40th and 41st floors are set apart entirely for 

theatrical guests. Out of earshot of street noises, you can sleep undis- 
turbed unti] a late hour of the morning. You can also entertain your friends in 
perfect seclusion, secure against interruption. 


: 1,944 Outside Rooms—Each With Bath 
I Rates, $2.50 Up | 


- Every room is outside, with bath, running ice water, bed-head reading lamp and 
pt Servidor. The last named is particularly appreciated by professional guests. It 


, completely prevents contact between patrons and hotel employees when laundry, 
shoes, etc., are sent out or returned. 


D= Nearest Hotel to Downtown Theatres 


a The Morrison stands closer than any other hotel to theatres, stores, and railroad 
ea stations. Yet, at this central location, rooms are rented for $2.50 to $5 that would 
ne cost $5 to $8 in any other leading hotel. Store sub-rentals here are so valuable 
ng that they pay all the ground rent, and the saving is passed on to the guests. 
\\ The Terrace Garden and Boston Oyster House 
nl At these two famous restaurants, the intimate, carefree atmosphere has won 
e- international celebrity. In the Terrace Garden the light, vivacious dance music 
no and sparkling entertainments have made it a favorite rendezvous for lunch, dinner 


he and after-theatre parties. 
— ALL PATRONS ENJOY GARAGE PRIVILEGES 


~MO 
PRES & GEN NGR 


THE MAN BACK CF THEINSTITO TION 


Reserved for Professional Patrons 


4 
5 


ee 


& 


~ 


The New Morrison, when completed, will be the largest 


and tallest hotei in the world, co 


ntaining 3,400 rooms 


local singer, properly costumed and ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


spotted in a scenic balcony in the 
theatre auditorium, and working By E. H. GOODING 
Lyceum—‘“The Baby Cyclone” 


MILWAUKEE 


By HERB M. ISRAEL 
Davidson—“Night in Spain.” 
Garrick—‘Smilin’ Thru.” 
Gayety—Stock burlesque (Carrie 
Finnell). 

Alhambra—“Hot Heels.” 
Garden—‘“‘Sadie Thompson.” 
= Merrill—“Dressed to Kill.” 
Miller—“Gun Gospel,” vaude. 
Palace—Vaude and pictures. 


with Paul Spor (m., c.) was a great 
plug for “Ramona” at the Riviera. | (stock). 
The song was used a full week in Temple—‘‘The Road to 
advance and proved the hit of the] (stock). 
stage show. It was interpolated in Rochester—‘‘The Garden of Eden” 
“Russian Revels,” Publix unit. —Pan vaude. 

Eastman—“Dressed to Kill.” 
Fay’s—‘‘Across the Atlantic.” 
Regent—"‘The Latest from Paris.” 


Rome” 


Manager Hartung of the Orpheum 
gave away a new Chevrolet cabriolet 


= Riverside—“Soft Living,” vaude. after a two weeks’ campaign ahead Piccadilly—The Secret Hour.” 
Strand—“Patent Leather Kid” (2d]of it in the battle for business here. socstiiess 
week). rane It is reported here the Victoria, 
Wisconsin—The Showdown.” Gayety (burlesque) has closed for | which closed last week, reopens in 
Empress—"Are You Fit to Marry?’ /|the summer. Brandeis (stock) is|the fall with Mutual burlesque. 
(20 week). expected to close for part of the| Victoria formerly had pop vaude but 
$1. summer, although no date an-/|dropped to two second run _ films 
er, , L. K. Brin, manager, Garden, has | nounced. pa a a of the Rochester 
een appointed to the City Movie cross street. 
. Censorship Board by the mayor. He ae 
' succeeds FE. W. Van Norman, man- TOLEDO Downie Brothers Cireus will play 
- ager, National. Jules Kaplan, as- |here early this summer for Medina 
7.) sistant manager, Garden, is recover- By RALPH HEINEN | Memoria) Hospital. 
ing trom a recent illness, Coliseum—Ziegfeld “Follies,’ May | ——- 
als —_— 19. {| Daniel Reed, production director, 
The Majestic, recently vacated by Palace—“The Family Upstairs’ theatre last year, has left 
25 ear circuit, will not reopen (Wright Players). to return to the stage. He 1s sue- 
aid 1 September with a new policy Keith’s— Vaude-films. ceeded by Garne Ralph Bunker, 
of pictures. The house is owned by Rivoli—Vaude- films. formerly stage director of “Diplo- 
the Schlitz Brewery interests. Empire— Mutual burlesque. macy.” 
matting Rookies." the Canandigua city Council has 
is in a local hospital seri ill rincess— gp € |decided the Redpath Chautauqua is 
é spital seriously Vita Temple—"Chicago,” 2d week. | not exactly a great civic uplift, but 
is “entertainment for gainful pur- 
ware came _ Orient-Circle theatre, formerly poses” and has to it 
, > st date of her Or Circle, has been taken over by John} show on the Howell street play- 
pheum tour last week, after closing! Renklau. Rehklau formerly with grounds. 
ee” she was mct by Barney | Reaper & Dixie theatres of Monroe, 


ieee Madison Gardens now operating | pres. nts its recent success, “Hell 


mly three nights per week. W. J.! p, 

of Midwesco Theatres, announces |” ayers ayhouse here May 18. 
= appointment of Jack Retlaw as Evelyne Humes, ingenue, Wright as 
= stock, has been on covers of many 
378 Jess D: 1S., ame magazines. Recently on “Sateve- 
kosh at oe Osh- post” wearing evening gown which 

she donned in a recent show. 
recruited from the West ihe Genned 

succeeds J. L.| ward Farrar, Detroit, is now | Claire Luce, 
of the resigned to take charee| managing Tivoli theatre under | to vort 
Tow Jetroit activities of White) nection of Jack O'Connell of Vita-; Warren Smith, New York, came to 
owers, Saxe enterprise. Day, for- | Rochester from Spencerport, a sub- 


Kathryn Ross, of the Philadelphia 
Grand Opera Co., will sing the lead 
jin “Cavalleria tusticana” in Wil- 
mington, Del., May 22. 


Te yle, 

= Merly manager of the Des Moines | Bre, some to 
theatre for Blank, replaces Homer Fred Jordan, manager, Wright | in the “dark room” at the Kodak 

— 3ill, recently promoted to the dis- Players, will play stock group -ark plant of the Eastman Kodak 
trict managership of Midwesco The- Co. Then she studied dancing, bhe- 

res, came a cigarette girl ina own n 

m= mtete Luna Pier, open air ballroom on|c#baret and then went to New York 


Lake Erie, operating Sunday even- |#nd joined the chorus of Little Jes- 


OMAHA, NEB. lings until opening May 30. Aj | Sie James.” 


= | Amato and orchestra furnish the 


Milton Korach has resigned as 


Eastman Teaching Films, Ine. 


Manacer of the Rialto (Publix). New Publix house, Adams and;Comnany, to develop a program of | She will zo to Galveston 

3 Meantime, sob Vore, made Assist- | Huron streets, will cpen early next | motion pictures for use in lass- | it 

ri ant from chief of service a year ago, | fall. rooms of schools and colleges, Was | 


8 in charge, while Ed Bresendine, 
Viera, is looking after advertising 
4nd exploitation. 


Harry Lewis and Pittsburgh En- j of $1,060,000. 
jtertainers remain at Bay Port Inn/egan, former head of the state 
until Labor Day. 3and will play} school svstems in New York and 
A “Ramona” specialty featuring a, winter season at Palmetto cafe here.| Pennsylvania, is president. The 


group of Hobart College, Geneva, | 


|subsidiary of the Eastman Kodak | 


incorporated last week with capital | 
Dr. Thomas FE. Fin- | 


cities before the company finally 
was formed. 


Village board at Addison (Steuben 
county) passed a Sunday movie 
ordinance about two months ago. 
For nearly a month the local house 
didn’t exercise the privilege. When 
it finally did start showing on Sun- 
days, a lot of people realized for 
the first time the Sunday statute 
was on the books. Now the village 
board is faced with a petition con- 
taining 340 names, demanding that 
the Sunday ordinance be rescinded, 
while another petition nearly as 
large wants the board to stand pat. 


Evelyn Plumadore, actress, has 
been hired by Manager George Kon- 
dolf, Jr., Lyceum Players, to “sell” 
the stock unit to the people of 
tochester, through clubs, fraternal 
organizations, ete. 


Two circuses visit Rochester this 
summer, the Sparks Shows May 21, 
and Ringling-Barnum @& Bailey, 
&. Sparks plays’ Batavia 
May 22. 
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Wasuington, D. C. 
616 The Argonne 
1629 Coiumbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 


By HARDIE MEAKIN 


Belasco (Shuberj) — “Escape” 
(Ames). 
National (Erlanger - Rapley) — 


Steve Cochran in “Merton of the 
Movies.” 

Poli’s (Shubert) — “‘Abie’s Irish 
tose”; next, De Wolf Hopper mu- 
sical stock, 

Pictures 

Columbia — “Laugh, 
Laugh"; next, “Romona.” 

Fox—'"Silver Slave”; next, “Es- 
cape.” 

Little — “Lucretia 
peat). 

Met.—“Tenderloin”’ (in for run). 

Palace— ‘Devil Dancer’; next, 
“The Patsy.” 


Clown, 


Borgia’ (re- 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Palace——“Drums of Love.” 
Circle—“The Fifty-Fifty Girl.” 
Apollo—"‘The Jazz Singer.” 
Ohio-—“‘The Patent Leather Kid” | 
and “Bare Knees.” 
Iindiana—‘If I Were Single.” 
English’s—‘“‘KMiast Side, West Side” | 
(Berkell stock) 
Keith’s - ‘The 
stock). 


Jest’ (Walker | 


This was farewell week for Dave 
Silverman, guest conductor, at the 
Circle, He returns to the Ambassa- | 
dor at St. Louis. 


“The Barker,’ by Kenyon Nichol- 
son, played to satisfactory crowds 
by Charles Berkell stock company 
last week at English’s. The author 
attended the opening night. 


“The Jazz Singer” returns to this 
city this week at Apollo with Vita- 
phone. The Jolson film was at the 
Circle several weeks ago. 


Betty Dumbris, Anderson, Ind., 


blonds, won the title of Miss In- | 


'diana in the Indianapolis “Tirnes’- 
Indiana theatre contest this week 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 


Rialto—“That's My Daddy”; next, 
Francisco Nights.” 


Ben Levine is again directing one 
or the Meyer Duvis orchestras at 
Chevy Chase Lake. Al Kamons, as 
has been done for the past several 


Suminers, was transferred from the 


Swanee, when closing took place, 


to the lake also 


Harold Phillips, until recently d. 


of the “Times” (Hearst), is-now 


doing publicity for Steve Cochran’s 
stock at the National. 

Nathan Brusiloff, long ace violin- 
ist of the Meyer Davis forces, has 
been released by Davis from a 
lenghty contract to enable him to 
open at the Paramount Saturday as 
first violinist and concert master of 
the Paul Ash stage orchestra at 
that theatre. 


Echo started Saturday. Leon- 
ard B. Schloss is continuing as di- 


lrecting head. 


Fannie Johnson, trapeze worker 
iwith the Ringling B-B Circus, who 
fell here during the appearance of 
that ecireus, has been discharged 
from the Casualty Hospital with it 
;stated the injuries received will 
fleave nothing permanent, 


Johnny Chevalier, for some 26 


Henry Herbel, Chis ago, an- 
nounced Universal to build $759,- 
1000 house at Marion. The theatie 
j;will be replica of the Granada re- 


cently opened at India panpolis 


Iycars with Keith’s and at least half 
‘of that as assistant manager of the 
‘local house, is now assistant to 
George Marshall, erstwhile actor- 
manager, who has, and is, very suec- 
cessfully operating the ralace 
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ARTHUR UNGAR in 
Loew’s State Bldg., Suite 
707 So. Broadway, Trinity 


VARIETY’S LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


Charge 
1221-22 
3711-3712 


ANGELES 


Professionals have the free use of Variety’s 


Los Angeles Office for information. Mail 
may be addressed care Variety, Loew’s State 
Bidg., Suite 1221-22, Los Angeles. 
held subject to call or forwarded, or adver- 


it will be 


tised in Variety’s Letter List. 


Orpheum 

The only legitimate boast the Or- 
Pheum could have made of last 
week's bill was Jim Barton. Other- 
wise the show was just another of 
go many others. Always and mon- 
otonously the regulation opener; the 
Piano turn; the song and dance af- 
fair, the hoke comedy team, ete. 
This goes on and on. It seems to be 
formula. 

Whether this bill was good, bad 
or indifferent, Barton made the $1.65 
customers forget all about the scale 
Sunday night. Stopping shows is 
doubtless nothing unusual for the 
Ziegfeld ace. He started with his 
standard “drunk” bit, got serious 
with “Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” re- 
serving his footwork for the finish. 
Spot was next to closing. 

Following intermission came Sam 
Summers and Estelle Hunt in an 
effort to uphold the theory that the 
extreme risque, otherwise’ banal 
profanity, is still wanted in vaude- 
ville. Summers and Miss Hunt are 
sufficiently clever to get by with- 
out resorting to the blue stuff. With 
this audience it did not get over. 

In the first half, the Cameron 
Family held the edge. The turn, 
not new, is of the slap-bang va- 
riety, reminiscent of Joe and Buster 
Keaton. Sure fire for laughs, with 
Pop and Dave doing most work. 
Rest of the family were Cammie, 
daughter; Laura, mother; Charlie 
Sargent, in-law, and Burt Lewis, 
neph. 

Sargent and Lewis in their own 
spot, preceding the family affair, 
made a favorable impression with 
special songs and instruments. 

Enthusiastically touted came The- 
odore Kosloff's Ballet to close the 
initial section. Kosloff'’s school is 
well known on the coast. His per- 
sonal billing proclaims him as a 
‘fundamental instructor in every 
form of the art of the dance.” 
Neither the fundament nor the in- 
struction appears to have been 
carried out by Kosloff in his flash 
act for the Orpheum. The one de- 
livering feature is Elizabeth Hocker, 
great little dancer with or without 
Kosloff. Striking personality be- 
sides. However, she wasn’t given 
much of a chance. The glory in the 
billing went to a girl called Kos- 
loff’s ‘‘Flower.” Primarily the mon- 
ficker is typically incorrect. After 
that she is just a dancer. 

Costly full stage set is attractive, 
surrounding six ballet girls in eight 
choreographic numbers. With ex- 
penditure limited for flash acts this 
one will have to do but the Or- 
pheum has played many that were 
better. 

Opener was Felovis, European 
juggler, fast and clever. His stunts 
are away from the average and en- 
tertaining. Deuce held Olive Olsen, 
character song comedienne, with 
male pianist. Spotted further up 
Miss Olsen would have been to more 
advantage. She was well liked 
where she was. 

Rogers Bros., comedy bar, had to 
¢eurtail for the closer. The boys 
made the most of what they had and 
held the majority in. 

In the intermish period Newell 
Alton entertained the stay-behinds 
with popular melodies at the new 
organ. The pit orchestra, with A. 
F. Frankenstein directing, overtured 
before the show with “Second Hun- 
garian Rhapsody.” 

Biz—not so good, 


The box office weight of last week's 
show at Pantages fell to the picture, 
“Dressed to Kill” (Fox), and Chas. 
W. Hamp, known to radio audiences 
here and in San Francisco. The 
rest of the bill was apparently disre- 
garded. With the film running over- 
time and Hamp doing 30 minutes 
in his turn, it was necessary to cat 
One act from the usual six. Rainy 
weather Monday afternoon har 
pered business. What trade there 
was in the house was about average. 

Hamp is recalled as the same who 
played the piano in the Jeanette and 


MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 

Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 


724 So. Hill St., Los Angeles 


France act several years ago. More 
recently he has acquired ; radio and 
phonograph rep. His value on the 
stage is strictly local. While his 
ethereal ego may be of worth, his 
personality and ability as a featured 
attraction on the stage registers nil. 
Of the “Beau Brummell" type, with an 
appended “hot dog!” tage line, Hamp 
uses the piano in accompaniment to 
his songs, all pop. Whatever he did 
here was great with the audience, 
his radio rep not missing fire. 
Opening the bill was Jutta Valey 
and Co., two men and a pretty and 
shapely blonde, in an aerial turn. 
Neat but slow. Next was Billy 
Small, formerly conductor of the pit 
orchestra in this house, and well 
known. Small plays the violin, 
Starts with classics, switches to pop 
and then the antiquated tunes. Lat- 
ter goes big. 

Unusual and dreary sketch was 
that by Charles L. Gill, titled “Devil, 
Servant and Man.” Theme concerns 
the reformatory stage of a “drunk” 
while he is in slumber. Enter the 
Devil with his persuasion, followed 
by the vision of the Christ. Hardly 
a subject to interest vaude fans. 
Closing was a flash dance revue 
featuring Vina and Arthur. Six 
timely girls on stage with a juvenile 
mix team. Act does not seem set. 
Featured team okay. Can be whipped 
into shape. 


Plans for the erection of a new 
film laboratory, several projection 
and cutting rooms, were completed 
and approved by W. R. Sheehan for 
the Fox West Coast studios. 
Building will begin soon after the 
completion of the present two-story 
oftice building now under construc- 
tion at the Western avenue studios 
in Hollywood. 


Ray Hallor, free lance picture 
actor, was -forced to change his 
name to Raymond Hall because so 
many of his friends discovered so 
many puns in the old name. 


Pacific Coast Theatres, Inc., op- 
erators picture houses in and 
around Los Angeles, will erect a 
new theatre at Western avenue and 
‘Sixty-seventh street to be known 
as the Knoll. 


Clarence H. Mansfield, vice-presi- 
dent Music Trades Association, 
joined the Platt Music Company, 
as associate general sales manager. 
Mansfield has been connected with 
the radio and phonograph field in 
Los Angeles for more than six 
years. 


R. S. Seery, former First National 
exchange manager in Chicago, is in 
Los Angeles supervising First Na- 
tional bookings in West Coast the- 
atres. 

Broadwell Sears, of the Cleveland 
exchange, will replace Seery in Chi- 
cago. 


“The Baby Cyclone’ will follow 
“New Brooms,” which has about 
four weeks to go at Duffy's El Cap- 
itan, 


Tie Rangers, male choral group 
with a girl dancer, have replaced 
Edna Covey in Sid Grauman’s pres- 
entation for “Trail of '98” at the 
Chinese, 

Gene Morgan, m. ec. and band 
leader at the Egyptian, has a Ger- 
man police dog that was a hero 
when a fire broke out in Morgan's 
home in Hollywood. Morgan and 
his wife were asleep when the dog 
aroused them by barking. 


Beverly Hills High School dra- 
matic classes produced “The Goose 
Hangs High” at the school. 


Col. Tim McCoy has returned to 
M-G after spending 30 days at the 
Presidio in Monterey, Cal., where he 
received his annual army training 
necessary to retain his standing in 
the service. 


W. Christy Cabanne has gone to 
Rockport, Me., to shoot some ex- 
terior scenes for “Ned McCobb’s 
Daughter,” which he will make for 
DeMille. 


Mickey McMinn, one time prize 
fighter, was taken to the hospital 
for patching up following a fall 
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from a Tec-Art scaffold of 25 feet. 
McMinn has had numerous acci- 
dents. He was working as a grip at 
the time of his latest. 

McMinn played the other fighter 
with Barthelmess in “The Patent 
Leather Kid.” 


Harry Dittmar, author of “Stormy 
Waters.” directed by Edgar Lewis 
for Tiffany-Stahl, was signed to a 
term contract by the latter to write 
adaptation and continuity of ‘The 
Gun Runner,” from the story by 
Arthur Stringer. 


First National studios at Burbank 
abandoned their daylight saving 
plan after they found out it would 
not mesh with the time observed by 
other business houses with which 
they do business. 


Karl Struss will photograph Billie 
Dove in “The Night Watch,” Alex- 
ander Korda to direct. 


First National has Scott Darling 
to write the continuity of his own 
original story, “The Mutiny,” pur- 
chased for Richard Barthelmess. 
Production of this will follow “Out 
of the Ruins.” 


The building occupied by the 
casting and publicity departments 
of the Fox studios, on Western ave- 
nue, will be demolished to make 
room for Fox's new studio labora- 
tory, to be erected and equipped at 
a cost of $150,000. 

Fox studio players have organized 
a club to be known as The First 
Year Club. All players working at 
the studio for the first year are 
eligible. It is social, with the 
Munches’ club cafe on the studio 
lot cashing in on their meetings. 


“Mrs. Bumpstead-Leigh,” comedy 
drama,” was presented at the Beaux 
Arts Auditorium for charity. Pro- 
ceeds were divided between the 
welfare board of the Young Ladies’ 
Institute of Los Angeles and the 
Bureau of Catholic Charities. Play 
was directed by James J, Gill of 
Loyola College. 


Mrs. Julia McAvoy, mother of 
May McAvoy, screen actress, was 
severely burned in an explosion of 
escaping gas in the basement of her 
home. She was saved from worse 
injury by prompt action of Belle 
Fay, modiste, who was at work in 
the house. 


Robert Jensen, local theatre oper- 
ator, leased the Glendale (Cal.) 
theatre on Brand boulevard from 
William E. Howe, and will take 
possession June 1. 


Chief Caupolican, Indian baritone, 
will make a Vitaphone for Warner 
Brothers. 


Andy Rice, Jr., son of the writer 
and himself a dancer, has joined his 
family on the coast. 


Lew Cody and Aileen Pringle will 
be co-starred in “The Single Man,” 
recently played on the stage by Ed- 
ward Everett Horton. Work will 
begin in ten days. F. Hugh Herbert 
is writing the continuity. 


The Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences is arranging a 
series of showings of synchronized 
pictures at studios. 

The first, set for this week, will 
be held at the Fox studio, display- 
ing the Movietone. The second is 
planned for the Paramount, show- 
ing the latest of the Lasky exam- 
ples, and the third will be held at 
the Warner studio, 


Cast for Queen's Husband,” 
next attraction at the Vine Street 
and the third comedy produced by 
Edward Everett Horton, includes 
Mitchell Harris, Fergus Reddie, 
Harold Nelson, Clive Morgan, Den- 
nis d’Auburn and Lloyd Nolan. Hor- 
ton is starred and Lois Wilson will 
play opposite him, 


Production on “Snapshots” was 
delayed when Buster Keaton let a 
weight fall on his foot. It required 
him to go under the doctor’s care 
for a few days. Ed Sedgwick is 
directing the picture for M-G-M. 


Eugene West, song writer, is back 
here with Violet Bird, his wife and 
vaude partner, after playing eastern 
vaude and picture houses, 


Sid Grauman, Charlie Chaplin and 
others who took a fancy to a troupe 
of Japanese stage players, are 
gambling on their talents to the ex- 
tent of presenting them for two spe- 
,cial performances at the Windsor 
‘Square May 19-20. Troupe, headed 
Misuru Toyama and Koharua 
,Ohara, will do ae repertoire of 
ancient dramatie works of Japan. 

A $5 top will be charged. 


Beverly Hills Community Players 
; will do three one act sketches in 
ithe Rodeo School, Wilshire Boule- 
j}vard, May 21. These are “The Un- 


‘Abs 


— 


| known," with Henry B. Walthall 
\and Mary Charleson; “The Eldest,” 


by Edna Ferber, with Eileen Percy, 
and “Very Social Service,” with 
Betty Hopper. 


Lois Wilson will play opposite 
Edward Everett Horton in “The 
Queen's Husband” at the Vine 
Street. 


Henry Svedrofsky, eight years as- 
sistant concert master, Philharmonic 
Orchestra, has been promoted to 
concert master for the coming sea- 
son, 


Frank X. Finnegan, former title 
and short story writer, added to the 
publicity staff at FBO. 


SEATTLE 


Variety’s Seattle Office 
Waldorf Hotel 


Seattle—“The 
show. 

Orpheum — “Skinner's Big Idea"’- 
vaude. 

President—‘Lombardi, Ltd.” 

Fifth Avenue—‘ Legion of the Con- 
demned”-Fanchon and Marco. 

United Artists—“Garden of Eden.” 

Columbia—‘‘Nevada.” 

Blue Mouse—“Tenderloin” (2d 
week). 

Winter Garden—“‘Beyond London 
Lights.” 


Actress” -Publix 


After a week at the Broadway, 
Tacoma, Eddie Peaktody will be sent 
to the Broadway, Portland, for a 
week. The former house closes after 
Peabody's engagement, 


The following changes in the West 
Coast Theatres have been made in 
this district: Larry Goux succeeds 
Millard B. Johnson as manager of 
the two Pendleton, Ore., houses; 
Steve Perutz, former manager of 
local United Artists house, succeeds 
E. C. Jeffress as city manager of the 
Tacoma string; Jeffress is shifted to 
Butte, Mont., to handle the W. C. 
houses there; Tom Shanley, former- 
ly of Butte, comes to the United 
Artists as manager. 


Jack Bain, formerly of California, 
has succeeded George Lipschultz as 
director of the Butler Hotel orches- 
tra. Lipschultz returns to Califor- 
nia, but will be back for the new 
Mayflower theatre’s opening in June. 


Ollie Wallace, premier Wurlitzer 
artist, suddenly changed his mind 
last week, and instead of going to 
Loew's State, Los Angeles, accepted 
an offer from the Canadian-Famous 
Players houses, Ollie is now organ- 
ist at the Capitol, Vancouver, B. C., 
for an indefinite period. 


Olga Printzlau is here from Holly- 
wood attending rehearsals of her 
new play, “Little Heaven,” to be at 
the President soon, 


S. A. Lazar has been appointed 
northwest representative for the two 
Publix houses, under the supervision 
of Ralph Crabill, with offices in Los 
Angeles. Lazar is making his head- 
quarters here. 


( 
OAKLAND, CAL. 
By WOOD SOANES 
“Pandora in Lilac Time,” light 


opera adaptation of the Longfellow 
poem, with music culied from the 
works of MacDowell, Ponchielli, 
Cadman, Liszt, Saint-Saens and 
others, was produced in a semi- 
professional way by Rahmes Tem- 
ple of the Shrine at the Auditorium 
as its annual contribution to the 
stage. 

Pauline Perry and Raymond Mar- 
lowe were in the leading roles and 
Cora Belle Morse attended to the 
production. Willette Allen, dans- 
euse; Arnold Lloyd, Bruce Dramuc, 
Leo Cooper, John Ivan and other 
professionals were in the cast. 
Music under direction of Eugene 
Blanchard. 


Marjorie Rambeau will wind up 
her season at the Fulton with two 
weeks of “The Scarlet Woman,” 
which was a dud at the Auditorium 
last week from a box office view- 
point when presented by Lou Wis- 
well, with Pauline Frederick 
starred. Mrs. Wiswell (Zelda Sears) 
wrote the bill and played the chief 
low comedy role. Troupe goes into 
Detroit for the summer, 


Charles Ruggles follows Miss 
Rambeau on May 27, opening a six 
or eight week season of musical 
comedy with “Queen High.” People 
are being imported from New York, 
Chicago and Los Angeles for the 


engagement, which will be at popu. 
lar prices, with “No, No, Nanette.” 
“Burlesque” and others listed. 


Morrison Egbert, who used to 
dabble in show business here as qa 
silent partner before going into the 
magazine distribution business in 
Los Angeles, spent a mystertoug 
three days here last week. Rumors 
indicate that the junket had to do 
with a theatre enterprise. Egbert 
was non-committal. 


The Vitaphone slid out of the 
State after a few months, due to 
union disagreements. The musi- 
cians won the first joust when they 
insisted on an orchestra, and then 
the stage hands demanded six men 
in the booth. The State has re- 
turned to melocinemas, with Frank 
Siegrist’s band on the stage. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Shubert—“Daddy's Gone a-Hunt- 
ing” (Clara Kimball Young guest 
star with the Bainbridge Players). 

Hennepin-Orpheum — Vaudeville 
(Mexican Orchestra) and “A Girl 
From Chicago.” 

Pantages—Vatideville and “Hang- 
man’s House.” 

Seventh Street—Vaudeville and 
“Alex the Great.” 

Minnesota—“Three Sinners."”’ Pub- 
lix unit “Milady’s Fan.” 

State—‘‘The Enemy.” 

Strand—‘The Patsy.” 

Lyric—“Ladies’ Night in a Turk- 
ish Bath.” 


Grand — “The Crowd.” Second 
loop showing. 
Edith Taliaferro will succeed 


Clara Kimball Young as a guest 
star with tRe Bainbridge Players 
next week. It will be Miss Taliay 
ferro’s third local engagement, iW 


Excelsior Amusement Park 
opened its fourth season Saturday. 
Fred W. Pearce, of Detroit, has 
spent $80,000 for new equipment, In- 
cluding three new rides. 


Ben Friedman, in association with 
F. & R.. is installing vitaphone in 
the Friedman-F. & R. theatres at 
Mankato, Austin, Grand Forks, 
Minot, Albert Lea and Sioux Falls. 
The Walker Amusement company 
also is installing Vitaphone in the 
house at Aberdeen, S. D. 


The Casey Players (dramatic 
stock) close a successful season at 
the President, St. Paul, this week 
with “The Constant Wife.” 


The State will have the Goodrich 
Silvertown Cord orchestra and 
masked tenor, radio entertainers, 
for its stage offering next week. 
Sudworth Frasier, who has been 
singing the leading role in “The 
Student Prince,” is this week's out- 
side attraction. 


Several new wrinkles in amuse- 
ments made their appearance here 
last week. Marigold Ball Room 
had for a special attraction Prince 
Yoco, “famous annalyst,” who was 
advertised as “seeing all, knowing 
all” and “answering all questions 
for guests.” He did his stuff be- 
tween dances. 


In a large display advertisement 
alongside of the theatrical ads, the 
St. Andrews Hospital announced 
“open house” from 2 to 5 p. m. last 
Saturday and stated that tea would 
be served. “See the three wonder- 
ful operating rooms, the X-ray de- 
partment, the laboratories, nursery, 
the finely furnished private rooms 
and wards with telephone and radio 
connection in every room and the 
magnificent kitchen,” the ad read. 


Figueroa Playhouse 
LOS ANGELES 
Now Playing 


An Intimate Musical Comedy 


“Tell Me Again” 


50 Captivating Girle—20 Song Hits 


Guerrini & Co. 
The Leading ard 
Largest 
FACTOR 
in the United States 
The only Factory 

that makes any 
ff Reeds — made oF 
hind, 
277-279 Columbus 
Avenue 
San Francisco, Cal, 
Free Cutalogues 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


Designers and Creators of Special Show Girl and Chorus Costumes 
for many of the motion picture producers and all Fanchon at 
Marco West Coast presentations. These costumes for rent to respon 
sible musical stock and tab show companies at reasonable prices 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


643 So. Olive Street 
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TORONTO 


By G. A. S. 

Royal Alexandra—“The Play’s the 
Thing’—“The Dumbells” next. 

Princess—“King of Kings.” 

The Constant Wife” 
«Keppie stock). 

Victoria—“Old Heidelburg” 
«Glaser sfock). 

Hip—“Lady Raffles’—vaude. 

Pantages—“ The Yellow Lily”— 
yaude. 

Uptown—“Take a Chance Week.” 

Tivoli—“Sadie Thompson.” 

Loew’s—"A Night of Mystery’’— 


yaude. 
Massey Hall—Queeno Mario. 
Arena—Boxing. 


Runnymede—“Legion of the Con- 
demned"—vaude. 

Soldiers’ organizations turned out 
to greet Gitz Rice when he opencd 
on the Loew time Monday. Rice 
served in France with many To- 
ronto boys. Montreal is his home. 

The army had a busy time at the 
shows taking it all around because 
plenty of the lads breezed in on Al 
Plunkett's rehearsals for his eighth 
annual revue. This latest all-male 
show will be called “Pubbling Over”, 
and features the same cast that 
started behind the lines in France 
12 years ago. They have never had 
a losing seasen. Opens at Shubert’s 
Royal Alexandra. 

Damage to Loew’s will take three 
Permit issued by 
eitvy architect called for work cost- 
ing $20,000 with another $51,000 to 
put the organ in playing shape. 

The Empire stock will do “Her 
Cardboard Lover.” This one was 


booked into the Royal starring 
Jeanne Eagels, but never reached 
here. 


After being booked in and pulled 
out again four times the Princess 
is at last playing “King of Kings” 
at prices from 50c to $1.50 with ad- 
vance sale fair. This holds first 
string flicker houses at six, the Re- 
gent going dark Saturday after a 
eouple of fair weeks for “The Patent 
Leather Kid.” F. N. leased the 
Fouse for showing of this picture. 


wo new houses are under way 
in Qttawa, the larger to be the big- 


gest} Famous Players house built in 
anada this year. Cost will exceed 
$1,250,000. 


Western managers and exccutives 
of F. P. will gather at Banff for 
their annual pop-wow July 6-7. 

J. P. Bickell, vice-president and 
general mannger of Famous Players 
Canadian Corporation, heen 
made a director of the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce. 


Bathing beauty shows” while 
growing unpopular in the east are 
still the rage in the Canadian wheat 


belt and F. P. plans a big one to 
select “Miss Canada” in Edmonton 


next week. F. P. house managers 
are arranging details for their loca- 


ATTENTION, 


Performers! 


Have you seen the new 
H & M Professional 
Open Top Trunk? 


NOW ON DISPLAY 


Strictly 
Union 

Made 
Professional 
Trunk 


New York Agency 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


568 SEVENTH AVENUE 


Between 40th and 41st Sts. 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phones: Longacre 6197, Penn. 9064 


Also 1,000 Used Trunks 
Of Every Description 


MAKEUP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 


SCENERY 


_,and DRAPERIES 


THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO. Inc- 


22S West NEW YORK. 


tions from Port Arthur to Van- 
couver. Walter Davis, Metropolitan, 
Winnipeg, and his wife, will chap- 
erone the lookers to Galveston. 


Dorothy Fowler, who was fea- 
tured in the first feature length all- 
Canadian picture, “Policing the 
Plains,” will marry Arthur Paynter, 
Toronto, May 19. 


L. C. Straw has been named man- 
ager of the Capitol, ace house for 
F. P. in Winnipeg. He succeeds E. 
A. Retallick. Straw had charge of 
the Colonial and Lyceum in Port 
Arthur. A. G. Graburn, Calgary, 
will take over these latter. 


After a fair season—+his sixth in 


Toronto where he is making his 
permanent home—Vauxshan Glaser 
closes up with “Old Heidelburg” 


Saturday. He intended to quit last 
fall but got behind Malcolm Facett 
financially when that actor-man- 
ager from Kentucky took over the 
Victoria which Glaser had under 
lease. When Facett slid into the 
red Glaser had to come out of re- 
tirement. He started in tke red 
himself but pulled the house to- 
gether. An English stoek outfit will 
take over for the summer with 
Glaser still financially interested. 
Charles Wagner's summer stock 
outfit is supposed to be coming to 


the Royal Alexandra, opening in 
“The Road to Rome” with Alice 
Brady. 


The birthplace of Mary Pickford 
on University avenue been 
bought, with several other houses. 
for an apartment hotel site by G. 
A. Stinson & Co,. real estate pro- 
moters, for over $1.900,000, ; 

Leon Blank and Max Gabel, Yid- 
dish stars, are here with New York 
companics for several weeks at the 
Standard. 


“Lass Laurlter’ will be the 
first stock offering of the English 
outfit to take over the Victoria un- 
der lease to Vanghan Glaser. 
Marion Watson and Ethel Griffes 
are the leads. 


Thomas Lang, New York theatre 
architect, is here for the rebuilding 
of Loew's: Yonge Street house, re- 
cently damaged by fire. 


MONTREAL 


ey Cc. W. LE. 

Majesty’s — Earl Carroll's Vani- 
tics” ($4 top). 

Princess — “Chauve ($3 
top). 

Orpheum — “Saturday's Children” 
(stock). 

Capitol—"‘The Heart of a ‘Follies’ 
Girl” (F. N.). 

Palace—“The Garden of Eden” (U. 


Souris” 


“Loew’s—“The Tigress” (Col.). 
Imperial—“The Blood Ship” (Col.). 
Strand—“Woman Wise” (Fox); 
“That Certain Thing” (Col.): ‘“La- 
dies Night in a Turkish Bath” (F. 
N.); “Midnight Madncss” (P. D. C.). 
Gayety—"'Sugar Babies” (Mutual). 


Reported here the Palace, a big 
first-run picture house, will shut 
| down for summer, preparatory to 
{rebuilding of the stage and conver- 
ision of the theatre into vaudeville 
and picture house. 

The Empress, new 1,800-seater in 
west end section, has postponed its 


ing “Wiid Geese.” It plans a vaud- 
film policy later. House 
by Consolidated Theatres, Inc. 


Fiarl Carroll's “Vanities” 
by him at His Majesty’s this week 
at $4 top, did not do anything ex- 
|}traordinary in advance sales. 


cals. There is no objection here to 
children attending, although they 
will not be allowed to frequent ‘The 
King of Kings,”’ which is due at the 
Princess end of month. 


Starland. second-run 
house with turkey vaude, fined $25 
and costs for overcrowding last 
week, 


Laurier-Palace fire disaster of 16 
months ago comes in 


again next week when appeal of 
Lawand, owner, and Bazzy and 
Arie, employes of the theatre, will 


be heard in the Appeal Court here 
against their conviction for man- 
slaughter in connection with the 
death of 78 children who perished 
in the fire. 


Confederation Amusements, oper- 


ating theatres, including Orpheum 
(stock) and Gayety (burlesque), 


have acquired the Masonneuve the- 
atre, in the east of the city, for $92,- 
400, 

Moise Beaudry, picture fan 
figured throwing of sneezing 


who 


evening at the flickers, is now re- 
gretting it, since it cost him $25 and 
costs or a month when owner of 
the Star caught him in the 


iabouts at one time, but it has been 
discouraged along above lines. 

| Sixteen-year-olds and under may 
[not attend the pictures here, so they 
;are trying to make it up to 
by putting on bills of 
}one-act plays. Little Theatre Play- 
ers responsible for move in su- 
burban town halls. Otherwise the 
L. T. P. are not going so strong, 
| despite vigorous ballyhooing in loca! 
press. 


opening until May 19, the opener be- | 


operated | 
opened | 


The | 
price is apt to scare away the lo- | 


limelight | 


pow- | 
ders was a good way of passing an: 


act. ; 
There used to be a lot of this here- | 


them , 
four short | 


VANCOUVER 


Vancouver — “White Collars” 
tHenry Duffy Players). 

Empress—''The Ruined Lady” (Al- 
len Players). 

Orpheum—“The Patsy”; vaude. 

Pantages— “The Loves of Car- 
men’: vaude, 

Capitol—"Sadie Thompson”; Cap- 
itolians; vaude, 

Strand—'Little Shepherd of King- 
dom Come”; Souders Orchestra and 
Fanchon and Marco Unit. 


The Elks Circus, a charity affair, 
using Conklin and Garrett carnival 
shows, opened Saturday for eight 
days and is drawing big. All wheels 
were ordered closed by the police, 
‘but the show secured an injunction, 
claiming the city had given permis- 
sion previously under clause per- 
mitting use of the wheels for 
charity. City officials are wrapped 
up in a wide investigation of the 
»olice, however, and are too busy 
to lift the injunction, although it 
was announced that they would take 
steps to do so. 


The stock war continues, with 
honors even. The Allens are hold- 
ing up better than was expected. 


Duffy has only been running in the 
big Vancouver’ theatre several 
weeks—too early to make any pre- 
diction, 


The WLittle Theatre is 
“Yellow Sands” for = five 
commencing Tuesday. 


running 
nights, 


Lamotte, screen players, opened at 
the Pantages here this week in a 
playlet, “Dear Doctor.” 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Portland—“The Enemy.” 
Broadway — “Laugh, 
Laugh.” 

Oriental—“Shanghaied.” 
Pantages—“Good Morning Judge. 
Columbia—“Surrender.” 
Rivoli—‘“Patent Leather Kid.” 
Heilig—Henry Duffy Players: 


Clown, 


Pantages has installed an extra 
matinee attraction with concerts by 
C:therine Custer, 17-year-old soloist. 


| Mischa Spiegel, young Russian 
| violinist of Los Angeles, is featured 
'as guest artist with Salvatore San- 
'taella’s orchestra at the Rivoli. He 
is booked for a two months’ engage- 
ment, 


Hlenry Duff has added two more 
theatres to his string with opening 
last week of the new President at 
Los Angeles and a house at 
eyuver, B.C. 


and concessions, opened May 12. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Shubert- Teck—Closed. 4 
Erlanger (Wagner Stock)—"‘rhe 


Buffalo—"The Love Mart.” 
Hipp—“Three Sinners.” 

Great Lakes—“Dressed to Kill.” 
Loew’s—"The Actress.” 
Lafayette—‘Tenderloin,” 2a weck. 
Court Street (stock)— 


The Buffalo Chapter of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of 
is planning attendance in a group 
at the coming annual convention of 
ithe Brotherhood at Lima, Ohio, June 
Among the local members to 
are Sigmar Hofeler, J. W. 
| Wilson, Gene Fay, Frank Smith, 
foseph  Dulhury, Guy Stanley, 
|\G;eorge Arras, J. P. Orson, Ray Hart - 
'man, Pineus Nadle, Charles Hook. 


attend 


The 


itempt for society business at its 
| Monday openings each week. In- 
cluded in the reviews of the produc- 
i tions which are run in the dramatic 
| columns of the loca] papers appears 
| extended lists of the society bigwigs 
}in attendance with detailed descrip- 
ltions of the wearing apparel] exhib- 
ited. 


Action begun in Supreme Court 
jhere by Fred W. Zimmerman against 
| Michael N. Wood and Marshall W. 
Peterson, of Peterson & Wood, 
Jamestown, to collect $34,500, term- 
inated in a settlement before the 
case went to the jury. Zimmerman 
alleged that Peterson & Wood, oper- 
ating the Palace and Wintergarden 
theatres in Jamestown, sold these 
houses in April, 1926, to Nikitas D. 
Dipson for $500,000. Dipson acted 
as agent for the Southwest Theatre 
Corporation of Batavia. Zimmer- 
man asserted that he had an agree- 
ment with Peterson & Wood to get 
commission in the event that he ef- 
fected a sale. The defendants de- 
nied that they either had any agrree- 
with Zimmerman or that he 
anything to do with the sale. 
Zimmerman and Dipson are 


irnent 
had 


aASSOCI- 


ated as partners in various theatri- | 


eal enterprises. 


Irene Knight, Buffalo violiniste, 
vas awarded $1,000 for injuries 
igainst Samnel Trapasso and othe: 
operating the Falls theatre at Nia- 


guru Falis. She proved that she fell 
over defective flooring backstage a1 
the Falls theatre. 

Luew's and the Lafayette Squar: 
absent all week from the ad- 
| vertising columns of the “Evening 
|News” following a dispute over 
‘eopy and position of their joint dis- 


were 


John Bowers and Marguerite De | 


Van- | 


Oaks Amusement park, with free | 


| 


Magicians | 


Charles Wagner stock at the | 
| Mrlanger is making an ambitious at- | 


iplay ads. The two 
fected an advertising tie-up for the 
reported purpose of obtaining pre- 
jferment in position as against the 
| Shea-Publix houses here. The house 
jads were together under a streamer 
headed “The Week's Best Enter- 
jtainment.” The ether local papers 
,aecepted the tie-up but the “News” 
‘refused to give the layout preferred 
| position or to consent to the word- 
ing of the heading. “The News” 
claimed that by running the heading 
as worded it might appear to be the 


'official opinion of the paper. The 
feopy for the coming week as it 
(appears in the papers which ac- 


jcepted the tie-up arain bears the | 


headline banner “Again Buffalo's 
Greatest Entertainment 

An additional item was 
when both Loew's and the L: 
jat the end of their shows 
trailers reading, “You are just in 
time to see so and so at the so and 
so across the street,” filling in the 
blanks with the names of the at- 
tractions and the theatre. 

It was reported the first of the 
week that an adjustment of diffi- 
culties had been reached with the 
“News” running the tie-up but con- 
fining ‘Buffalo's Greatest Entertain- 
ment” to each of the houses sep- 
arately and not across the whole 
tie-up. 


added 


ran 


DALLAS 
Palace (Publix) — “Ramona”; 
‘Russian Revels” unit. 
| Majestic (Interstate) —- "Dare 
'Devil’s Reward” and vaude. 
Melba (Publix)—''Drums of Love” 
i;and Vita. 


| Old Mill (Saenger)—"“Love and 
Learn.” 
Capito! (¢Charninsky) — “Thanks 


for the Buggy Ride. 
Pantages (Stinnett)—Pictures. 
Arcadia (Dent)—Pictures, 
Shuberts are bringing the last 
road show of the season to Fair 
Park Auditorium in “A Night in 
Spain.’ Top price $3. 


“Good Hope,’ Herman Heijer- 
man's four acter, was Oliver Hins- 
dell’s second little theatre produc- 


tion in the new playhouse. Cath- 
erine Fleming was the lead. Gross 
not up to standard. 

“Ramona,” this week, and “The 


Cossacks” and “Street of Sin,” fol- 
lowing, all at the Palace, will top 
the picture bills on Elm Street the 
next three weeks. 


In spite of 4,000 paid admissions 
at $1.50 for Marion Talley a couple 
'of months or so ago, barely 1,000 
paid the same price to hear Leonora 
Corona’s home-coming program in 
| Pair Park Auditorium. Corona, who 


| has done leads at the Met, is a local 
| born and bred girl. All local critics 
panned the town plenty. 


Dunean, director of the 
“Mile-High” band, which recently 
closed at the junior ballroom of the 
Adolphus Hotel, has been added to 
the staff of the M. C. A. artists and 
will probably be placed somewhere 
near Chicago, likely St. Louis. Thel- 

ima Terry and her Playboys are tak- 
ing Duncan's place. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 
Time.” 
Werha’s Brooklyn—‘“Simhba.” 
Cort Jamaica—‘‘Red and Bored.” 


Werba’s Rivera—‘‘Jimmie’s Wom- 
jen 
| Brighton—-Vaude. 
i S§trand—“Big Noise’ and stage 
| 
Loew’s Met—‘The Crowd” and 
lyaude 
| Albee—‘Speedv” and vaude 

St. George Playhouse — ‘Four 


| Florsemen.” 


DeKalb -— “Cradle Snatchers” 
(stock), 
i Momart—-Double feature. 

Orpheum—"Leopurd Lady” and 
vande, 
Fulton—“Pought and Patd For” 
| (stock). 

Ringling-Barnum circus is here 
this week with plenty of space de- 
voted in the dailies to the affair. 
l'The cireus seems to be about the 
| onl; thing here that can drag the 
ferowds ont of their homes. 

Wm. Harri Jr., tries out a new | 
Owen Davis faree at the Cort Ja-} 
Imaieca next week entitled “A Gun- 
schot Wedding”; “Simba,” the 


held over for another week 


Brooklyn. 


will be 
at Werha's 


In one of the money making sec- 


tions of Brooklyn, located at St. 
John's place and Eastern parkway, 
Williain Rolland, Brooklynite, will 
j} build a million dollar Yiddish play- | 
{house soon, Roland knows the) 
| Yiddish stage, having been in pro- | 
aquecing for many years and at one 
ltime cashier in Max Gabe's | 


theatre, 
Rolland is 
because of the 
ish population 
seat 1,652 


building in Brooklyn 
here. He 
people in the 


house 


theatres” ef-| 


tte | 


movie, 
| 


ever increasing Jew- | 
hopes to, 
and | 


- = 
Michael Michalesoe, of wid 
be the director. 

Max Gabel opened in Brooklyt 
with a Yiddish show, “Her Mother's 


Wedding Gown,” at the Liberty, in 
Brownsville Gabel plaved 
|} Show in his New York house rhier 


in the season. 
Rockaway will get under way on 
June 2 when the Chamber of Com- 


merce will hold its banquet «at the 


| New Park Inn. The boardwalk will 
tIso be officially opened on that day. 
Rockaway Playground, amusement 


park, opens on that day, 


A fire of unknown origin caused 


considerable damage to the Cri- 
(terion theatre The house was 
closed for the season, A e mpany 
colored actors had played there 


Previous to the closing, 


Paul Whiteman, playing with his 
band at Loew's Met, tied up ina 
swell stunt with the Salvation Army 


and copped qa lot of space in the 
loeal dailies, 
He was enlisted in the @rive to 


raise more funds fer the Army by 
} being made an honorary colonel in 
ithe Salvation Army. They marched 
him down to the Boro Hall with 
several bands at the head of the 
Parade and on the steps of the Hall 
Whiteman was given the coat and 
cap of the Army (they found one 
large enough to fit him) while Sal- 
vation Army. lassies dist: ibuted 
doughtnuts. 


The Haif Moon Hotel celevrated 
its first anniversary by henoring 
William C. Meinch, who has done 
much to put Coney Island on the 
map. They threw him a swell feed 
with about 500 guests packing the 
main dining room, 

Meinch in the main speech said 
he hoped to see the island.one of 
these days, as a connenstll city, 
like that of Kansas City and Hous- 
ton. Fulton Oursler, co-author of 
“The Spider,” referred to Coney 
Island at the dinner as “a holy city.” 
A city of illusions and dreams. Peo- 
ple whose lives are grey and dull 
can here escape from the realities 
of life.” 

Benjamin Sonnenberg is dving the 
publicity for the Half Moon. 


Another stock, fourth in Brook- 
lyn, opens this week at the DeKalb. 
The Travers-Carleton Players to be 
seen in “Cradle Snatchers.” 

Luna Park opened Saturday under 
a shivering moon. The park has 
been repainted, relighted, the Luna 
hearts are polished bright, Adele 
Nelson’s baby elephants are dandy 
contributions to the circus of the 
park and there are two acrobats 
who look good in the air. 

Among the new attractions this 
year are “It,” a punk girl show, and 


“Tilt-a-Whirl,” something on the 
style of the Whip, only more head- 
achy and guaranteeing to empty 


your stomach in a few minutes. 


Steeplechase has opened fer the 


season. Kenneth Casey and his 
| original Red Jackets furnish the 
music in the main ballroom. 
| 
| 
Call For--- 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
-and be assured of receiving the 
| best materials properly blended. 
| SOLD EVERYWHERE 
j Manufactures by 


| | Stein Cosmetic Co., N. Y. 
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SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Wieting—Frank Wilcox Co., stock, 


fim “Take My Advice"; next week, 
“Broadway.” 

Temple—Dark. 

Keith’s—V audfilm. 

Loew's State—"“The Patsy” and 
“Knick Knacks,” Publix unit. 


Strand—“The Gaucho” and Vita- 
phone-Movietone. Next week, “Wife 


Savers.” 

Ecke!—“We Americans” and Vita- 
phone. Next week, “Sporting 
Goods.” 


Crescent—Vaudfilm. 
Rivoli—‘‘Sadie Thompson.” 
Regent—"Speedy.” 
Syracuse—" The 
“Wise Wife.” 
Palace—“West Point.” 
Swan--“Life of Kiley” 
Will Tell.” 
Avon—‘‘Ben-Hur.” 
Harvard—‘Nameless Men.” 


Enemy” and 


and “Blood 


After struggling along for ten 
weeks, the Temple Players, operated 
by Dewitt Newing at the Temple 
in opposition to the Frank Wilcox 
Company of his former partner at 
the Wicting, blew Saturday. Clos- 
ing was the result of Equity action, 
although Robert Lowe, who repre- 
sented the actors’ union, in @ state- 
ment, declared there was nothing 
“arbitrary” in the sudden decision 
to fold. Lowe, who had been play- 


quit the Keith house tor the Strand 
next season, it Was announced Mon- 
day. The deal luring the orchestra 
to the Strand was put over by 
Walter D. McDowell, manager of the 
Strand. To accommodate the or- 
chestra, the Strand will put in new 
stage flooring and a new stage set. 


|The work, however, will not require 


the house to close. Viadimir Sha- 
vitch, conductor of the local sym- 
phony, is now filling guest dates in 
Russia by Soviet invitation. 

The Symphony is the second loca] 
musical organization to adopt the 
Strand as a home. Last season, 
McDowell induced the Morning 
Musicals to desert the Temple. 

Olive A. O'Hara of the motion 
picture staff of “The Herald,” left 
Monday for Hollywood. She will 
spend five weeks there in the in- 
terest of her paper. 


Frank Cornwali will succeed 
Ralph Pollock as m. c. at Loew's 
State here, opening June 15. Pol- 
lock is due to report in Kansas 
City. 

Howard Liechey, retiring as man- 
ager of the Liberty, Herkimer, N. 
Y., will be succeeded by Charles L. 
Rose, 

Home talent producing is in full 
swing in Uticn. sast week was 


ing character roles, reterred to “eco- 


ing), leading woman; Miriam Stuart, 
Don Leddoe, Gilbert  Squarey, 
Josephine ‘Dillon, Robert Lowe, Edna 
Leslie, Gordon Hurd, Thomas Maher, 
Sally Marie Preston. 

Empire, dark since the Harrison 
brother@went into bankruptcy, will 
reopen as a first run picture theatre 
—the policy followed by the Harri- 
sons—early in June. The house has 
-been leased by Albert P. Kaufman, 
who is retiring as Schine district 
manager, and his new partner, Mare 
Buckland, former upstate prohibi- 
tion enforcement chief and local 
sportsman. They have taken a 10- 
year lease on the theatre, which 
was for 10 years a legit house under 
the K. & E. banner. 

The new operators will re-seat 
the theatre to give a 1,000 main 
floor cupacity, and will install both 
Vitaphone and Movietone, making 
the third house to be equipped with 
the former here. Stage acts will 
be used at least occasionally, it is 
understood. 

This is Buckland’s first dip into 
theatre operation, although he was 
‘ financially interested in the Bond 

Exchange of Albany and Buffalo. 

Kaufman followed M. E. Fried- 
man as Schine representative here. 
He has established himself as one 
of the most aggressive showmen 
ever to hit Syracuse, and in a year 
has made the Eckel a top money- 
maker. 


The Syracuse Symphony Orches- 
tra, originally launched by W. Day- 
ton Wegefarth as a promotional and 
publicity stunt for Keith’s here, will 


and “The Trysting Place.” 


marked by two. offerings. The 
Players staging three one-act play- 


nomic factors.” The Templers in- 
oer ets at the Workshop in the Scar- 
cluded Weldon Harbury: iritt ‘Trophy competition and an- 
other cast of amateurs offering 


“Listen Lester” for three perform- 
ances at the Highland Auditorium. 
The Workshop 


bill embraced “A 


Serpent’s Tooth,” “Good Theatre” 


Robert Lawrence, of the 


Wilcox Company, is again permit- 
ting his mustache to grow, and local 
columnist$ are waging a bitter bat- - 
tle over the sprouting bristles. ‘‘The 
Herald” 
Journal” 
con, 


is pro, while both “The 
and “Post Standard” are 


The three-day tour of the Frank 
Wilcox Company last week while 
“Criss Cross” was belatedly closing 
the road year at the Wieting was 
more or less of a flop. The company 
did fairly well in Fulton, but the 
two days in Ithaca were sadly dis- 
appointing. 


The first American to direct the 
Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra 
since the revolution, Vladimir Sha- 
vitch, conductor of the Syracuse 
Symphony, has been so well re- 
ceived that he has been signed to 
return in 1929 for a series of 12 


concerts in Leningrad, according to 


cables received here, 

The round of local dance recitals 
was concluded Monday when Sonya 
Marens presented her annual revue 


at the Empire. 


Sparks Circus gives Syracuse its 
first outdoor show of the year on 
May 25, playing Lemoyne Park, 


THEATRE TO LEASE | 


for a Term of Years | 
i Reasonable 


Besi Location in Brooklyn, N. 
Suitable for 


| VAUDEVILLE 
BURLESQUE 
STOCK. 


Vhone Spring 2488 or Write 
H. EITELBERG, 9 Jones St., N. Y. C. 


Y. 


NEWARK 


The Newark (Van) has gone to 
seven acts as a permanent policy. 
House is installing a Hellman re- 


frigerating plant and using some of 
the machinery on the sidewalk as 
an ad. 


Loew's is to hold a beauty contest 
(Galveston International) with A. 
Johnny Mack, formerly manager of 
the Empire, in charge. 


Joan Lowell has joined the Em- 


pire stock as Icading woman, 


Bet. 


[USUAL 
“OPERETTA’ 


(EXTRA LONG) 


348 6th Ave. | 62 E. 14th St. 


GRAmercy 6101 


2ist-22d Sts. Bet. B’way-4th Av. 
ALGon,. 1806 


ANE 


I 


21 
New 4s 44 
OPERETTA 
10% (EXTRA LONG) 
| Chiffon and Servi 
Famous on an ervice 
Values » 
i Weight H 
Lingerie an el ose 
Corsets Ge in the few weeks since our firs 
announcement of Radin'’s “Ope 
Gloves EMG: retta’ have made thousands of 
\ friends amoney well-zroomedi 
y women. Long enough 
= the theatrical 95 5 
profession, comfort- 
the Genuine for street wear. 
9 fashioned sand unex- 
celled for durability. 
Never sold elsowhere 
“OPERETTA. tor less than $235 4 


ST. LOUIS 

With many of the oustanding mu- 
sical successes of recent years in 
its repertory of 12 operas to be pre- 
sented in that many weeks at the 
big outdoor theatre in Forest Park, 
the Municipal Opera Association is 
completing plans for the opening of 
the 1928 season June 4 with “Prin- 
cess Flavia.” It will be the munici- 
pal opera’s 10th season, 

Company's principals this season 
will include Alice Mackenzie, Patri- 
cia O'Connell, Leonora Allen, Doro- 
thy Seegar, Bernice Mershon, Sam 
Ash, Joseph Royer, Florenz Ames, 
William J. McCarthy, Charles E. 
Galagher and Lee Daly. David E. 
Russell continues as manager and 
Paul Beisman as general press rep- 
resentative. 


Julius K. Johnson, organist at the 
St. Louis theatre, has gone to Holly- 
wood on vacation. During his ab- 
sence Earle Estes, of Chicago, is 
subbing. 


Mason Peters, former chief for 
Henry W. Savage and Dillingham 
productions, arrived here last week 
to become manager of the Garden, 
the big outdoor theatre on the out- 
skirts of St. Louis, where Charles 
Sinclair will produce this summer. 
Leon Errol will star in a revival of 
“Sally,” to open the Garden season 
June 3. 


NEW ORLEANS 


_ Col. Tom Campbell, on the ailing 
list for some time, has gone to an 
Indiana heaith resort for a fort- 
night and will later proceed to Buz- 
zards Bay, Mass., to spend the sum- 
mer, 


Julian Saenger and E. V. Richards 
ure in Panama to look over the 
Saenger houses in the tropics. They 
are on a paying basis now, but 
were in the red for a long time. 


Maurice F. Barr, managing di- 
rector of Saenger theatres, has en- 
tirely recovered from his recent 
operation, 


Conrad Greco, who recently pur- 
chased the jai alai'fronton in St. 
Bernard for $225,000, resold it quick- 
ly at a profit of $10,000. The place 
has many gambling adjuncts now 
in addition to the famed Spanish 
pastime, which is presently being 
used only as a “bally.” 


ATLANTA 


By ERNIE ROGERS 


Loew’s—“‘The Patsy” and vaude. 
Howard—“Easy Come, Easy Go” 
und Publix unit. 

Keith’s Georgia—Dressed to Kill” 
and vaude. 

Capitol—‘Freedom of the Press” 
and vaude. 

Metropolitan — “Walking Back” 
and Vitaphone. 
Rialto—‘Tenderloin,” 
and Movietone. 


Vitaphone 


While rehearsing “Jimmie’s Worn- 
en” for next week the announce- 
ment was made Wednesday that the 
Williams-Kohlmar company at the 
Irlanger would disband Saturday 
night. ‘Jimmie’s Women" was 
abandoned. 


weeks 
Menken 
long. 
caused the discontinuance. 

Opening Monday with 
loin” (Vitaphone) and 
news the Rialto theatre, 


Helen 
that 


with 
stayed just 


the company, 
heading, 


for two 
and sudden lease on life 
smacked all existing house records 
between the eyes. “Tenderloin” was 
so successful it was retained for an- 
other week. 


BALTIMORE 


By BRAWBROOK 


Girls.” 
Vagabond—“‘March Hares.” 


The ¥lotel Kernan, for 26 
the vaudeville artists hosteliry in 
Baltimore, passed from the man- 
agement of the James L. Kernan 
Co. last week to George B. McQuil- 
len, Jackson, Mich. 

The Play Arts Guild closed 
season at the Guild theatre 
Saturday night. 


its 
here 


Rowland Z Lee was here last 
week en route with the vanguard of 
the Paramount outfit to film ‘‘The 
Kirst Kiss” across the Chesaneake 
on Maryland's eastern shore. ‘The 
Ilirst Kiss” is q film version of 
Trystram Tupper's Satevepost story, 
“Four Brothers,” with Fay Wray 
and Gary Cooper co-starred. 


BRONX, N. Y. C. 


A week after it installed Vita- 
phone, the Park Plaza, independ- 
ently operated vaudtilm house, in- 
stulled Movietone. 


Exchange of managers between 
the Luxor and Fleetwood, both 
houses operated by Consolidated 
| Amusement Enterprises. Louis Gi- 
anizza goes from Fleetwood to Lux- 


“Tender- | 
Movietone 


or, and J. Smith in the opposite di- 
rection. 


This borough will hold another 
beauty contest in conjunction with 
“Bronx Borough Day” June 9. Semi- 
final events will be held in 15 the- 
atres, the winner to be chosen the4 
day of the parade. 


In an attempt to bolster business, 
Willis, vaudfilm house, will stage 
an amateur Follies next month. 
House, however, is scheduled to 
close for the hot weather. 


Hurtig and Seamon’s decided at 
the last minute not to close and will 
remain open fer at least another two 
weeks. Hou goes to Minskys in 
the fall. 


Work to start soon on demolish- 
ment of Bronx Strand, Sydney 
Cohen house. Cohen will erect a 2,-. 
500 or 3,000-seater on the site, 


ALBANY, N. Y. 


By HENRY RETONDA 
Strand—“The Gaucho”-Vita. 
Ritz—“Bringing Up Father.” 
Leland—“The Enemy.” 

Clinton Square — “The Crystal 
Cup"”-“Their Hour.” 
Grand—Vaudefilm. 
Hall—Vaudefilm. 
Capitol —‘“‘Diplomacy (May 15), 
“The Merry Wives of Windsor” 
(May 17-19). 


Sells-Floto circus, playing Al- 
bany Thursday, is the first circus of 
the season, 


Midcity Park, only amusement 
park within 50 miles of Albany, 
opened last Sunday. 


The Albany Players staged a new 
play last week. It was “From Be- 
hind,” by Thomas Stowell, president 
of the Little Theatre group and a 
member of the cast. 


PORTLAND, ME. 


By HAL CRAM 
Strand—Vaude. 
Empire—“We Americans” (film). 
Maine—‘Topsy and Eva” (film). 
Keith’s—Vaude and pictures. 
Portland—“Underworld” (film). 


Lakewood theatre, Skowhegan, 
will open its stock season May 21. 
Howard Lindsay is stage director. 
Samuel Godfrey, assistant director. 
Crane Wilbur is the male lead, and 
Ellen Door, ingenue. Other players 
are Virginia Chauvenet, John D. 
Harrington, Robert Hudson, James 
Bell, Ruth Gates, Lester Cooley and 
Donald McGuiness. 

Gray Road Inn opened past week 
with Clate Whittier's band. TFer- 
dinando’s vaude orchestra is at Ar- 
cadia and Earl Hanson’s musicians 
are at the Jack O'Lantern. 


BILLS NEXT WEEK 


(Continued from page 41) 


lst half (21-23) 
J & K Lee 
Emory Manley Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Wm Ebbs Co 
Joe Marks Co 
Bag & Baggage 
Lorna Worth 
(One to fill) 


NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Palace 
2d half (17-20) 
Marcus Show 


NEWPORT, R. 
Proctor’s 

2d half (17-20) 
Jack Henley 
(Others to fill) 
NEW ROCHELLE 

Proctor’s 

2d half (17-20) 
Elmont Sis 
Ann Garrison Co 
Joe Browning 
Fountain of Dance 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
E la Shields 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Jerome & Ryan 
(Others to fill) 
NIAGARA FALLS 

Belleview 

2d half (17-20) 
Pickfords 
(Others io fill) 

N. ADAMS, MASS. 
Empire 

2@ half (17-20) 
Marcus Show 

Ist half (21-28) 
Musical Chopins 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Bobby Rowland 
(Others to fill) 

OTTAWA, CAN, 

Keith's 

2d half (17-20) 
Lehr & Bell 
Palmetta & Mill'te 
(Three to fill) 

ist half (21-23%) 
Amoroa & Jeanette 
Nagaire & Tointon 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Rome & Gaut 


Hadji Ali 
(Three to fill) 
PASSAIC, N. J. 


New Montauk 
2d half (17-20) 
Snoozer Jr 
Buckley-Calvert 
John Barton Co 
Bigson Herbert Co 
Leon Leonard Co 
PATERSON, N. J. 
Majestic 
2d half (17-29) 
Romaine 2 
Wilson Bros 
Louisiana Orch 
(Two to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Broadway 
2d half (17-20) 
Marty Dupree Co 
Cross Keys 
2a half (17-20) 
Rah Rah Tommy 
Bob Hall 
Memories 
4 Caddies 
Wheeler & Wheeler 
Ist half (21-23) 
4 Van Ripers 
Nick Hufford 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (24-27) 
Fitch's Minst 
Chita Co 
(Three to fill) 


Earle (14) 
George D’Ormand 


Crafts & Tamont 
Chita Pals 
Nan Halverin 
Weaver Bros 
Jean Spenc: 
(21) 

Sesser & Halfour 
Ray Ray Tommy 
Mosconi Bros 
Healy & Cross 
(Two to fill) 

GRAND 0O. 

2d half (17-20) 
Ross Wyse 
Emmett Welch's Co 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (21-23) 
Thank You Dr 
Henry Frey 
Jean Spence 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (24-27) 
Steppin’ Along 
Nick Hufford 
Vaughn Comfort Ce 
(Twe to fill) 

Nixon 

2d half (17-20) 
Ray & Norreine 
Briants 
Georgie Hunter 
Cameo Capers 
(One to fil) 


PITTSBURGH, PA, 
Davis (14) 


Freda & Palace 
Brennan & Rogers 
Cuckoo 
Jerry Co 
G & C Worth 
Serge Flash 
(21) 
Adele Verne 
Belleclaire Brog 
Weaver Bros 
Hal Neiman 
Les Gail Ens 
Art Byron Co 
Harris (14) 
W &N Nelson 
Duboise & Babbette 
Hayes & May 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Two to fill) 
(21) 
Bob Coun 
Gibb Sis 
Hilton & Almy 


Co 


Shurr Co 
Lamb's Mannikins 
Ray Barrett Co 
PLAINFIELD, N.J, 
Proctor’s 
2d half (17-20) 
Sharpe & Shannon 
Lonely Harts 
Primrose Semon 
Fel Del Rio 
(One to fill) i, 
PLATTSB'RG, N//¥, 
Strand 
2d half (17-20) 
Diehl Sis & Mc 
(Others to fill) 
PORTLAND, ME, 
Keith's 
2d half (17-206) 
Franklyn Bros 
Melville Stetson 
Sully & Thomas 
Odalia Coreno 
Al Abbott 
H & N Leary 
Ist half (21-23) 
Don Cummings 
Rickard & Grey 
Hector Co 
Brems Fitz & M 
Reed & Lucy 
2d half 424-27) 
Geo Beatty 
WM & J Mandell 
Clifford & Grey 
Lewis & Winthrop 
Wilson & Dobson 


SAN DIEGO, CAL. 


Forrest Taylor, leading man with 
the Savoy Players, makes his final 
appearance next week. Taylor plans 
a vacation, having appeared in near- 
ly every production of the company 
since 1926. 


Booked into the Erlanger for four | 


Lagging box office receipts | 


| 
! 


years a white elephant, took a new | 


and | § 


Auditorium—“Clarence” (Knopf- | 
larnsworth). 
Maryland — “Port of Missing 


years | 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mall te 
VARIETY, address Mail Clerk. 


POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING 
OIRCULAR TTERS WILL 
BE ADVERTISED 


LEITERS ADVERTISED 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 


Allen Blanche 
Arthur Julia 


Melver Jack 
Montague Tom 
Murray Eddie 
lackwell Kita 
Polla WC 
Dahlgren Irving 
Dare Mary Revelers Five 
Russell & Fields 
Hellman Jack 
Schini Ed 


Jac’bs'n-H'dgkins'n | Stevens Millie 


TAYLOR TRUNKS 


XX PROFESSIONAL 


2000: 


$75 


Our conscientious observance of 


details 
pleased 


essential 
has 


the profession 


of manufacture 
for 


more than 69 years. 


TAYLOR TRUNKS are depend 


able 
rd 
direct 


oft the 


from 


and serviceable 
profession 
the 


the stand- 
Buy 
manufactirer. 


TAYLOR TRUNKS are sold only 


at our stores, 


; The Pioneers of Theatrical Trunks 
Under the same management since 1859 


TAYLOR’S 


West 45th St., 


28 «East 


Randolph St., 


NEW YORK 
CHICAGO | 


l.aMar Leona Weaver Willa 
CHICAGO OFFICE 
LeVere 


Arillo Chas Paul 


Berger Bob Marvin & Van 


College 


woman with 


progressive educ&e 


tional ideals will take a child about four 


as playinate for her boy. 


Cottage ideally 


Lrunnies Merritt McDermott Loretta | situated 60 miles from New York, Long 
Buckley Jack McDondal 3 Island north shore. Correct physical 
Burns Richard Morgan Chas A care and play supervision. June 4 to 
, 7 Sept. 17. $500. Phone Regent 1580, 12 

Carrol & James Newman W H to 3 or evenings, or write EK. S. Young, 
Chalue Theodore ° 417 East 58th St., New York. f:efcrences 
Collins Earl Ik O'Brien Edna exchanged, 
Conlan Paui 

Paggette Paddy 
Karly Jufal Page Rose - 

F & P 
Kirst Barney FOR MODERN 
Krohman Bert Reed & Lucey 

Rogers Jack 
Garham Wn Rogers Wilson STAG 
Gibson's Nav Rogers & King DANCING 
Giftord W C Rome & Dunn Stretching and 
Gilbert Bert Royal Danes sharing Kxercises 
Gray Patricia Royster Nat Limbering Exercise 

; Now at 

View: Scott Tsobel 
Hammond Al Sigeie 132-136 W. 43d St. 
Herman Lewis Smeck Roy New York 
Hertz Lillian Spencer Paul —_ 


| Higgins Robt Steinbeck Bruno 


Mogan & Siauni Stevens F'lo 
Stevens George 
Iversen Fritzie Sylvester & Vance 


Thornton Richard 
Turner Townsend 


Jacobs Chas 
Janette & Alfredo 
Kavanaugh Stan 
Kent Leon Ubright Dottie 
Uyenos Japs 


LaRothe Bobby West Trene 
Langdon Vivian White Pierre 
Lanquay Eva Wong Wm 

| Leslie Geo Wright Geo M 


WILL clean, 
equal to new. 
kinds, felts, silk 


$ 


all 


attention to mail 


Bryant 1443, 


Lester Ilousen & C Wynn Ray 


FOR LADIES ONLY 


remodel 
This inctudes straws 


Our workmanship on remodeling is the §$ 
as that on our hats that are made to fit 
head selling as high as $25. 
felts and straws: colors guaranteed. 
orders. turea. 
unt! 5 LA TRIX, 29 West 47th St 
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ame HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE ee 


4HOTEL HUDSON|| Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


ALL NEWLY DECORATED LORRAINE GRANT 
' SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP SINGLE KOOM WITHOUT BATH, $1.25 AND $1.5 

$8 and Up DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY SINGLE ROOM, BATH, PER 
$12 and Up Double DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKL DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 PER WEEK 

Hot and Cold Water and LEONARD HICKS President DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
Telephone in Eac oom 

102 WEST 4th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


Phone: BRYANT 7228-29 NEW HOTEL 4 Absolutely 
EW HO HOTEL KILKEARY, Pittsburgh Absovute 
100 Showers PITTSBURGH’S HOTEL FOR THE PROFESSION Artistic Steel 
HOTEL FULTON and Tubs eeaeeammeies | Located Within Five Minutes of All Furniture 
Double Rooms DOWNTOWN THEATRES J. F. KILKEARY 
Ce (in the Heart ot New York) $3—$4—$5 Announcing the Opening of New Restaurant and Coffee Shop Proprietor 
$ 9 and Up Single Singie Rooms F ; THE FAYETTE NINTH ST. ang 
$14 and Up Double $2.50 and $3.00 In Connection with the Hotel—Something Different, Good Food, Reasonable Prices PENN AVE. 
Shower Baths, Hot and Cold 


Water and Telepnone ; — 
Electric Fan tn each room 


LOU HOLTZ’S 600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
Phone: Lackawanna 980-4 YANDIS COURT || apts. BENDOR COURT 


245 West 51st Street 343 W 5 
ad 241 W 43 Ee R ITY est 55th Street 
EST 43D STREET. NEW YORK CIT Columbus 8950 Columbus 6066 


“a - _ Weekly One and Three Rocms, Bath, Kitchen Monthly IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 


$17 Up In the Heart of Times Square $70 Up | 7 an - 312 West 48th Street | 
"Once a Guest WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION | Saugacre 


341-347 West 45th Street. 3560 Longacre 
One of the Finest Hotels in Times Square -2-3-4-reom apartments. Each apartment with private bath, phone, 


HOTEL 


ite kitchen, kitchenette. 
‘ee HATTAN CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION $18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments d 
157 WEST 47m ST. he Ni DERS under the supervision of the owner. Loc ated in the 
NEW YORK CITY theatrical district. All fireproof buildings. 
To THe paoress 47th York Address all communications to 
We offe u 
. NEFF Single with Bath, $2.50; Double, $3.00 Up CHARLES TENENBAUM 
in New Yor SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES TO THE PROFESSION Apts., 245 Sist Street, New York 
rime an be seen evenings. Office in each building 
a F. W. BIZEL, Resident Manager A Will Lease by the Week. Month or Sone <> Parntshed or Unfurniabed. 


FA \iverside A REAL HOME FOR THE PROFESSION 
| West Street MA RYLAND HOTEL OTEL CONTINENTAL 


"Minuten from 104 W. pou St., New York City—Ownership Management BROADWAY AY NewYork 


<itchenette Apartments ourteous eatmen Or 
Under Management ‘‘Marty” Graham andup Speeial Weekly Rates and up wiTH WITH || 
Phone 5557 Riverside —-= ~ UP BATH \WE ~ UP BATH 
| Phone: LONGACRE 6805 GEO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 
PORTSMOUTH, 0. | Trahan & Wallace FURNISHED ii 
) Bardavon Shamr'’ks & Tulips ) Red 
2d half (17-20) Bussey ¢ Case APARTMENTS Wh uc 10n In a es \‘¢ 
Arch & Veda Golden Violin en 7 
Marks & Davis COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. CLEAN AND AIRY. MONTREAL, Large Private Bath 
[ (Three fill) Jayburn's Buds 16. 
Ist halt (21-23) | Art Astil Co 325 West 43rd Street NEW YORK CITY 
Roscoe Ails Co Crawford & Brod’k Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. Catering to the comfort and convenience of ake Your ome a e Single Room, Hot and Cold 
(Others to fill) (Two to fill) the profession. Week $12.00 
t POUGHKEEPSIE 2d half (24-27) STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT- - - - - $15.00 UP H I * 
Avon Harrison & Dakin —— otel America 
7) 2d half (17-20) Minor & Root 155 West 47th St., New York City , 
Wilfred DuBois Co Keith’s 208 So. : th ot, Philadelphia | APARTMENT HOTEL Bi: Convenient te ALL reese ; 
te st) | | OF THE PROFESSION TACOMA, WASH. | M!Dtown Activities 
Bag Bageage Without Bath With Bath | |] Spectal weekly rates to the profession WEST 53D 8T 
Single Room. .$8.00 Single Room.$12.06 Fireproof an Restaurant in connection 206 
m Ebbs Co Pressler & Klaiss 1h 00 Rates Reasonable Cor. 7th Ave, Y. 
(One to fill) Ist half (21-23) Double Room. 12.00 Double Room RAY W. CLARK, Manager. NS 4) 
ani Single, $10-$14 weekly 
2d half (24-27) Valencia $18.00 
Double . . $3 extra 
Emory Manley Co Riddle & Cook | Tel. CiRele 0210 
J& K Lee (Three to ee Mare Padula Co Ist half (21-23) ) 
Eddie Selwyn 2d half (24-27) McGrath & Travers | Robby Rowland THE DUPLEX 
Harmonious 5 (Others to fill) — 
TBEC, CAN. zMaire & Van "ALTHAM™M, MASS. Age = 
Keith's (Three to fill) HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
2a half (17-20) TOLEDO, 0. oa half (17-20) ‘alace 4 th St. 
Diehl Sis. & McD Keith's & half (17-20) ig th ve. APARTMENTS 
yl Visions _ 2d half (17-20) Barbier Sims Co Kramer & Pauline CHICKERING 2550 330 West 43rd Street, New York - t C 1 d 
READING. PA. Ritehie | 2-3 Rooms, Bath and Kitchenette. Longacre 7132 Jus omp ete 
Park | Basil Lewis Co (One to fill) Luc ky 4 Accommodate Three and four rooms with bath, tt HOTEL 
2d half (17 -20) Robinson & Connie WARKEN, O. | Tin Types Hotel Service. complete kitchen. Modern in every 
Marcus Rev No 2 Alf Grant Keith's | Land of Clown Under New ! anagemen particular Will accommodate four i 'f 
2d half (17-20) | YONKERS, N. Y. | REDUCED BENTALS or more adults. 
ester Lane Co Ist half (21-23) Wolfe & Jerome | : 
(Others to fill) Geo A Moore Ray Rarrett Co alk (character stories) $12.00 UP WEEKLY 
2a Ralf (24-27) Burns & Allen & oa half (17-20) | and talk (character stories). 
‘Ts a 24-27) Up in the Clouds j 4460 Hint | which was given a New AC 
RICHMOND, VA. | Johnny Hyman Ist half (21-23) Rose & Thorne me Square. New ORPORATI r East of Brondway 
Lyrie Norma Violin Ellen Wheeler & Sands up, then at Lin« oln Square New INC 
P 2a half (17-20) Jack Russeti Co Wright & Marion | Hazelle & Kilatioff | York. NEW YORK 1 te 3 5 0 R O OM S 
i & Vale ialenos Three ¢ | st hal 21-23) ave 
Wilton & Webber Thos Ryan MeCullough During my three days at th Fun Makers, Ine., Manhattan, 
Ressie Remy 1 ‘Co & Academy I did en, Joseph F. Dis ol Louis N | Each with Private 
ederal Harrison & Dakin 9a half (17-! Watson & Cohan ; Small time, A no par and 1,500 shares | 
Ree Pee Harry Martini © an They billed me at the Academy as stoc] I-A as B no. par; | 
(Two to fi P & P Garvin | (Three to fill) | was a mis-| I. Goodstein, Wiener, Sadie | i 
one Kirk | youNGsTOWN, o, | Brady and Latour. This was mis-| Jacob I. Goods nin, Wiener, | Sadie | Per Day 
Palms Walter Hie r Keith-Albece take on the part of the sign writer. ir. | 
Wo to fil el Gould C ewis V Re - Brac | 
ng SARATOGA SP°GS| May Usher. WHITE PLAINS 2d half (17-20) | He took the name Brady off of Mi: Caravan Prroduetion Co., New | Special Weekly Rate 
cal Congress (Three to fill) j Keith's | Minor & Root Rev | Brady’s photo. The act is George | york manape theatr mperahouses, 300 | Tel. Bryant 5260 ). 
2d half (17-20) TROY, N. Y. 2a half (17-20) | Harry Holmes | Latour. Miss Brady is merely an] shares no par; Raly Gordon, y 
20lden Visions Proctor’s | Bobbie Johnstone Bert Lytell Simmons, Miriam An d 
nse (Others to fill) half (17-20) Mitchell & Durar Nat Burns handing ben Popular Theatres, Inc., Brooklyn; | 
ce HENEC TADY | Rasso (Three to fill) | Margie ¢ | Even so, Miss Brady is far Strausberg, Henry Rosenberg, 
*roctor’s Chang Long ist half (21-23) (One to fill) lan ar eure having worked with m Sr 
: 2d } alt (17-20) Cassion Bros & M Sid Moorehouse | Ist half (21-2: } an nat , 11 aR iw for over 1. BB. ‘Prodactione, Inc., Manhattan, 
Glad Moffat Goode & Lé« ighton Sands & Dune Rector Chandon meas C ampbe an srady ) theatrical, capital $15,000 Jay Genzer, NEW ACTS 
= : Maids Rodrego & Lila Co | (phree to fill) | 3 Vagrants | 20 years in all the first-class huoses Hirtz, Sadie Brown. 
Jack Wilson Co Ist half (21-23) 2a half (24-27) | Hickey Bros 
aN Earl & Rial Rev Golden Visions McCool & Dooin | Hon Mr Wu , all over the world. Phyllis ae wae rt —— 2 Miller and Peterson, dancers with ' 
8t half (21-23 Dance Flashes (Three to fill) 2¢ a 24-27) | r 3 enti —vyery favorable imble, J. ‘ai : 
Feact s Browning McGrath & Travers | W’NSOCKET, R. I. | Marie both my Amuse ment Park, ene last week to head a new act of 
roadus Earle (One to fill) Bijou Mascots j ty, | Beach, amuseme apitat | thejr own. 
or h to fill) 2d half (24-27) 2d half (17-20) =| Frankel SM) | double and single act, and now that Hine Hermen Wir chberg, Benjamin sirds of Prey” is being tabloided 
half (24-27) Peaches Browning Bringing Up Father i (Two to ll) ave ever | Coh: 
Fray nk V Co Chilton & Thomas ra “ty f Kirkh ind & Stric hland, Ine., for vaude With Murphy and Smith 
it 1) (Three to fill) done, 1 ) Ls te theatres Alexander 
SPRINGEIE LD, 0. UNION CITY ~ FORUM | notice. Francis Cowles Strickland, Robert H. 
t Palace Capitol entiatine ~ Wrubel itty De Maco is offering a ne 
St. od half. (17-20) Chicago, April 21. | Iam at oy negotiating for Productions, Manhattan, 
Isie & Herman The Perry's Tariety: return tri to urope. Varicly 35) theatrical; Joseph L, Greenberg, , 
—. | Diana Lee the 1 st person in the world | held as critic in and|C. Greenberg, Louis Greenberg. Harland Dixon, dancer, who 
t & Hall | Ray Royal's Bd I iticis ho ld f the managers over € ation, Manhattan, pic- | closed with “Manhattan Marry” last 
— age . } Harry Carey to kick or object toa fair criticism, ; shou any oj } 1 ture John Vharton, M. I. Trimble, | week ¢ pen at the P » Chicago, 
Claude (21-23) but in Variety of In ron Exhibiti I Manhat May 20 
at STEAL Al Abbott on the show at the Acade my, Chi me a lot of tan, Capital $2,590; Benjamin DeBobes, | Mike Sacks prin omedian 
of -NV'LE, 0. (Others to fill) cago, my act which is very un- I have one or two tricks in my | Paul’ Deits : a 
ne halt (17-20) just, not only unfair in criticism, but | now that no one in the business is M Werkete!, Manhattan Col 
ve ie w est NecG | to It savs I do a club act. My act|brother, Torino. No mention was| |New York, th week, willtry val 
Keith's 2d half (17-20) of club juggling. The rest of the The whole write-up is just a turning to the Frank Damesell 
-<d half (17-20 & Ro ‘ itlesone when the tour starts again, 
Jack Reamona Ree Reeves time is taken up with novelty jug-! rect slam. George Latour. Curtis, Merion B. Folsom. 
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CONFERENCIER 


(MASTER OF CEREMONIES) 


NOW IN FIFTH WEEK 


CIRCLE THEATRE 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


NOW the 
Talk of 


WAS the Talk 
of Texas—A Record 
Run in the Majestic 
Theatre, Dallas 


(The Interstate Vaudeville House 
And an Offer to Return 
at Any Time 


ASK 


ASK 


KARL HOBLITZELLE 
R. J. ODONNELL 
CHAS. J. FREEMAN 


Indianapolis 


SPYROS SKOURAS 
CHAS. SKOURAS \N" 
WM. GOLDMAN 


THE INDIANAPOLIS CRITICS SAID: 


Pardo Makes Good When He_ {+ 
Meets You 

“Pardo as that brand of personality 
which makes one want to welcome him 
as a friend. He is a wise showman 
and gives everyone a chance—with his 
introductions and comedy he gives his 
acts a definite chance to make good. 
The way his song number goes over 
PROVES THAT THIS MAN IS THERE 
—he certainly gets a lot out of a num- 
ber. The thing I like about Pardo is 
that he always indicates the fun 
around the corner, and that is ARTIS- 
TRY. No doubt about it.” 

—WALTER HICKMAN, “TIMES.” 


Eddie Pardo Pleased His 
Audiences Mightily 


“Pardo has an effervescent person- 


ality, is a good talker and an EXCEL- + 


+ LENT BLUES SINGER. In additién, 


he seems to know something about 
conducting an orchestra, and keeps his 
show moving at a lively pace. He 
demonstrates this convincingly.” 

‘ “STAR.” 


Eddie Pardo Has Completed His 
Conquest of Popularity in 
Indianapolis 

“Pardo surely deserves to be ranked 
among the most capable and most 
pleasing of his ilk. He has an infec- 
tious personality, which grows as his 
show advances. A man of versatile 
talents who knows how to keep a show 
moving—knows the art of padding his 
show to a fine point, and, in addition, 
has the instinctive TALENT FOR PUT- 
TING OVER A SONG. HE IS A FIGURE 
IN THE AMUSEMENT WORLD.” 


“SULLIVAN, “NEWS.” 


EXCERPTS FROM THE DALLAS PRESS 


“Pardo may as well locate here— $¥ came in droves again. 


he looks like a sensation, a showman 
from tip to toe. . . . He gets more 
out of a song than any other enter- 
tainer seen here.” 

JOHN ROSENFIELD, JR., “NEWS.” 


“Eddie Pardo, the Mr. “It” of the 
Majestic, scores again. The patrons 


Sunday the 
foyer was jammed at each perform- 
ance and the lobby was packed with 
impatient fans clutching tickets.” 
McB., “TIMES-HERALD.” 


“Pardo goes over big as conferen- 
cier. If he keeps up the pace, he is 
agenius, . .” 
> “POST DISPATCH.” 


NOW WEEK 


CIRCLE THEATRE 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


A Skouras-Publix House 
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